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PREFACE. 

[Preliminaiv.— Corouation of George III.— Gray's relatione with 
hia jonioTB at Peterhonse and Pembroke. — Lord Strathtnoreand the 
Ljoua — William Palgrave.— Norton NichoUs.— Ma«oD.— de Bon- 
atetten. — Wharton. ] 

I HOPE that I liave acknowledged in the notes to this 
Tolnme my obligations to my sereral correepondenta, but I 
mast not omit to mention tiie help which I have received 
from Mr. Walter Jerrold and my son, Mr. Duncan Tovey, 
vrho have made extracts for me from irorks of reference to 
which I had no direct access. From Mr. Henry Davis, of 
the Camera Club, I have received several very interesting 
communications, of which I have made or shall make use. 
I ought to have recorded in vol. i. my debt to Dr. Q. 
Birkbeck Hill; and now to the regret of all who have pro- 
fited by his services to eighteenth-century literature he rests 
from his labours, and I am compelled "mutae vana ha«c 
jactare favillae." 

This edition, as far as it has gone, has been favourably 
received, especially in the United States. Of the preface to 
the first volume one English critic has, indeed, said in 
effect that the editor might possibly be found to have a 
meaning, if he knew how to make it clear. Of the Appen- 
dix the same critic has said (again in efEect) that the public 
was not at all interested in the question there raised. I£ 
this writer conld not understand the Preface, he certainly 
could not understand the Appendix; otherwise he would 
have discovered that it deals with a question of morals, and 
only to that end with minutiae.' It may be added that the 

' This is no question of "exact leproductjon" ae the phrase ia 
commonly understood. Whether an editor chooaea to modernize 
epelling or not is a matter of very Bnhordiikat« importance. 
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public cannot follow the details of many an anal jsis in the 
results of -whicli it may nererthelese be concerned ; it -was 
higUy indignant for example when it discoTered that it had 
been devoxiring mai^arine instead of butter. With the un- 
just buttermeu of bteratore, however Dumerous and pro- 
sperous they may be, the present editor has no ambition 
to be classed. I had more to say upon this subject, but I 
forbear, for, with a sense of relief not unmixed with pain, 
I have discovered that the ofEence of which I thoi^jht it 
necessary to clear myself has little or no place in the statute- 
books of modem critidsm. 

The present voluuLe contains letters from the be^nning 
of 1758 to the end of 1762, including those of Mason 
during that period. Gray spent much of his time in Lon- 
don, near the British Museum, busied in researches there, 
but all the while an amuHed spectator of current events. 
Beaders will be interested in comparing his account of the 
coronation of Gteorge HI with their own very recent 
memories, and perhaps even the notes with which I have 
illustrated the letter of September 24th, 1761, may help 
them the better to cDotrast the then and the now. These 
great occasions bring into focus our otherwise vague esti- 
mates of progress in certain of its aspects. They are to the 
historian what the rarer phenomena of the heavens, the 
transits of Venus, or the reappearances of comets, are to the 
astronomer. In both cases the spectacle, after the lapse of 
centuries, is essentially the same; in both cases the infer- 
ences reach far beyond its limits, and, at every repetition, 
are of wider scope and import. We still reckon our epochs 
by our kings: 

" The People is tbe foliage of mankind. 

The People flnetnatea, periaheB, revives; 
Eio^ are the trnnks. The tree is chronicled 
Not by its foliage; as the trunk, the tree: 
So many rings are reckon'd to the trunk, 
And to the tree as manv years. To prove 
Its own antiquity the People counts 
The nmnber of its kings. 

In some of their incidents the pageants of 1761 and 1903 

stam^ly resemble one another, but their points of contrast 

> "King Poppy." Lord Lytton (Owen Meredith]. 



are yet more striking. In 1761 the sIi&dowB of '4A and '46 
still haunted the great Hall of Westminster, and to the 
minds of some of the spectators it must have seemed as if 



Some such thought at least came to the mind of Horace 
Walpole — ^the man of all others in that age irhom we are 
taught to regard as lacking in moral earnestness. Whilst 
both he and Gray distinguish the young Earl of Errol as the 
most striking figure in all that brilliant crovd, It is Wal- 
pole who remembers that he was playing an honoured part 
in the hall where but a few years before his father, a no 
less noble presence, was condemned to die, "pitied by 
gentle hearts," leaving a young wife, bom and wedded to 
such 80IT0WS, to survive him scarcely a year. It was not 
wonderful that the son of iCilmamock foi^ot to remove hia 
cap before the grandson of Q«orge II. We find something 
of romance and chiv^ry in the young Chiefs respectful 
apologies and the young King's very reasBuring answer. 
Yet the incident is tainted with a suspicion of <»lculation 
and policy; and we are happily conscious that In our day^ 
such wounds could neither be so unsparii^ly inflicted, nor 
BO Bpeedily healed. It is quite in keeping with the rest of 
Qray's correspondence that he treats the coronation simply 
as a spectacle and a comedy with the details of which he 
can amuse his little friend Brown of Pembroke, who will 
be delighted to hear how the Bishop of Bocheeter would 
have popped the crown if it had not been pinned on to 
the cu^ion ; how the Eling (schooled already to a royal ex- 
pertnesB in such things) was often obliged to call out and 
set matters right; how the old Bishop of Lincoln with his 
stick went doddlmg by the side of the young Queen ; how 
the three noblemen on horseback pranced and curveted 
about Westminster Hall, like the hobby-horses in the 
"Rehearsal"; how cavalierly the Lord HighStewardtreated 
the Barons of the Cinque Ports; how ravenously hungry 
everybody was, and how even the King and the Queen 
proved to be mere mortals and ate like farmers. It is 
probable that this light and aiir treatment of a great occa- 
sion will be interpreted as an mstance of the tendency of 
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melancliol; to find relief in jest; I am content to note it as 
ft sample of Qr&j'e almost invariable attitude, whereTer 
antiqiutj, or aestheticB, or his own privatA afEections are 



The close study yridch I bare given to bis letters bas 
brought into greater diBtinctnese one trait wMcb has an 
important bearing on our estimate of bis disposition — I 
mean bis relation to his juniors. The sto^ of his treat- 
ment by the young feUow-commoners of Pembroke has 
been absurdly exaggerated;' but there is a r^iduum of 
truth in it. The younger aristocracy of England, like the 
elder, was divided into two sections, with a line of demar- 
cation, not of course impaaaable, yet very distinguishable. 
Perhaps the difEerence was rather one of teste than of intel- 
ligence. It was the difference between Sir Eobert Walpole 
and Lord Chesterfield transmitted to the next generation, 
though so little by way of heredity that perhaps we realize 
it best when we contrast Sir Bob^ with Horace, or Ches- 
terfield with his son or successor. With the common 
advantage, in many inatancea, of foreign travel, some of 
these young people remained British and insular, whilst 
others returned extravagantly foreign, others with minds 
really enlai^ed, though even of these last few escaped that 
pencha/nt for the trivial or vicious parts of French literature 
which is still with us to tbe wrath or wonder of our de- 
spised but wbolesome-minded Fhiliatinea. It waa (Cray's 
misfortune on his return to Peterhouse from the continent 
to find himself, as a fellow-commoner, amoi^t the least 
promising of these as yet untravelled cubs; and it was per- 
haps with some inkling of what he might suffer at their 
hands, that he had thoughts of deserting the college with 
which he had a previous connection and a sort of family 
tie. In Jidy, 1742, he tells Chute that he in earnest in- 
tends to go back to Cambridge to Trinity HaU ; he implies, 
if I understand him rightly, that he will pretend to be 

' Tlte note by Prof esaor Kittredse whiclt is given in the Appendix 
ahonld prove this SnaJly; hat eucE tales ontnvftl Napoleon'e Gnard 
at Wa.terloo, they never earrender, sad the; never die. The letter 
of Mr. Sharp there quoted is a re-discovery. It was quoted (tdtousti 
ProfeaBor iQttredge did not know this) as far back as 1865 by the 
Rev. R. A. Willmott in his edition of the Poetical Works of Graj 
and others, published by Boutledge. 



studju^ for the bar, but the real motiTe for this choice, 
of which however nothing came, may have been that he 
would have found at the Tra.11 a mors congenial society. 
UnleBB thirty years had made a difference it may still have 
retained some of the advantages vhich the yoimg Chester- 
field canatically described to his French correspondent, 
M. JtuneBU in 1712 — " I find," he says, " this college infin- 
itely the beat in the whole university, for it is the smallest, 
and it is filled with barristers, who have been in the world, 
and know how to behave themselves. We have but one 
clergyman,andheistheonl7drun]i:ardinthecoUege." These 
attractions, if they still existed, Q^ray for some reason or 
other had to foi^, and he went back to a place where his 
table-companions were the riotons " Bucks " who made 
the streets a danger to respectable people even at mid-day, 
and the subservient and place-huutmg dons who winked at 
their excesses. Meanwhile, with Pembroke over the way 
(his earliest destination at Cambridge), he maintained a 
very close connection, though the state of things there was 
not at first much better, and the eccentric Doctor Long, 
scientist, mechanician, and poetaster, mimicking there the 
despotic part which Bentlej had played at Trinity, was at 
feud with the Fellows, to the great detriment of the num- 
bers and reputation of the college. Nevertheless, Oray in- 
terests himself keenly in the fortunes of that house, and 
his indirect influence must have been very considerable, 
since, even before he himself resided there, he procured 
the election to a Pembroke fellowship of Mason of St. John's. 
He beats up for recruits for them when " they have very 
few boys." I may be wrong in conjecturing that he was 
to some extent instrumental in determining the choice of 
Pembroke for the young Lord Strathmore ; but it is cer- 
tain that there CIray formed a friendship with him and 
visited him at Q-lamis in 1765. This youth was a good 
classical scholar of an inquiring mind. He had mild 
manners and a tnm for romance; these qualities indeed 
he pushed for a time to excess in an effusive politeness and 
the languishing air of a lovesick swain.' Such "gentle 

' "ToodoiiceTenzaadCeladonitui,"aayBWalpole. Celadonisthe 
amoroHB BhBjjherd in D'Viii'a pastoral romance of " Aatrte"; he 
became a typical figare. 
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Z PBEFACE. 

cavatures" were more to Gra/B taste than the yoimg 
barbarians of Peterhoose. Strathmore's brother, James 
Philip Lyon, came to Pembroke as a fellow -commoner at 
the same time that Gray migrated thither, and after 
leaving Cambridge was in the East India's Company's ser- 
vice, in exactly what capacity I am unable to discover; 
certain it is that he perished a Tictim to the consequencefi of 
the greed and mismanagement which the temporary with- 
drawal of the Btrong hand of Clive left to rage unchecked. 
He was slain, after the terrible massacre of the sepoys at 
Fatna, among the prisoners from the facto^ at Cossim- 
bazar.' It is strange to note that Warren Hastings, the 
school-fellow of Cowper at Westminster, and James Lyon, 
fellow-commoner with Gray at Pembroke, were both in 
Bengal in the Herrice of the Company at this crisis, Hast- 
ings already well launched on his career of glory and 
shame, Lyon destined to find too soon, in a horrible fate, 
the end of his young dreams of opulence and distinction. 
But it may be conjectured that, Uke Hastings, Lyon was in 
taste and culture a superior being to most of his asBociates, 
those adepts only in rapacity, who were seeking through 
extortion and oppression of the Bengali the shortest way 
to luxury and vulgar display. Both these adventurers in 
that distant and then almost unknown world were tenderly 
remembered by the gentle and home-staying poets with 
whom they are so strangely linked. Cowper, in memor- 
able lines, refuses to believe any ill of the playmate whom 
he knew so affectionate and kind. Gray's brief notice of 
Lyon's death has, to those who can read it aright, the sug- 
gestion of some pathetic romance. " Ah ! poor James 
Lyon ! " he writes to Wharton, " how do the * Family 

' The Company's servants in India had deposed Meer Jaffiec 
{Clive's creature) and set np Meer CoBsim at Moorehedabad. He 
revolted, tud maesacred two thonsand of the Company's Bepojv at 
Patna, BJid there imprisoned the EneliBh officers and civilians from 
CoBsimbazaf . He was defeated and fled to Oadh, bat not before 
he had wreaked vengeance on these nnhappy captives, who were 
slain, and their corpties thrown into a weU. It was thus that 
James Philip Lvon met his fate. 

' This dath is omitted by Mittord and (independently) by Mr, 
GoBse, ss if Wharton weie asked about the feelings of the houBe of 
Strathmore, which Gray himself had far better opportnnities ot 
ascertaining than his correspondent. 
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bear it ?" It is obTious that in Wharton's neighbourhood 
there was a house with which " poor James Ljon " was con- 
nected by some tender tie, no longer discoverable. A third 
brother, Thomas, passed from the status of fellow-com- 
moner to that of fellow of Pembroke, with the interest and 
support of G-raj, who accompanied him to O-lamis. 

Another interesting figure is " Old Pa," who tnms out 
to be quite a young man; and G^raj's name for him tells 
its own tale. This was William Falgrave, an undei^radnate 
when Q-ray knew him first; a quaint creature, with his 
head permanently awry, a peculi^ty of which one thinks 
as adding pungency to the lively repartees with which he 
is credited. At some time in his life, perhaps even in the 
character of a " sporting parson," he had a fall in the hunt- 
ing-field, and it was thought from the look of him that he 
had broken his neck. This at least ia how I interpret an 
incident at which Mitford only hints, deeming it, I sup- 
pose, too undignified for biography. Gray gives him both 
in English and Latin useful suggestions for foreign travel, 
and is keenly inquisitive about aU that he brings back from 
his excui^ions at home and abroad. 

Then there is Norton Kicholls, to whom, on bearing him 
quote Dante, our poet turns with that lightning glance 
which perhaps was the one sign of genius in a face other- 
wise suggestive of primness rather than force. This lad of 
eighteen never forgot that moment; thirty-four years after 
G-ray's death he recorded it with pride and afiection. Thus 
began an intimacy part brotherly, part filial and paternal. 
Gray directs his studies, especiailyin Greek, and fortunate 
was the youth who could procure such guidance at a time 
when any bat a most superficial acquaintance with Glreek 
was rare even among the dona of Cambridge.' The pair 
read together, it is true, with their feet on the fender, as 
Macaulay would say, and with no Classical Tripos in view 
to keep them in order, skipping nimbly over every difficulty 
in Plato, and treating the dialogues as literature, not philo- 

' " One may write Greek tovtwwithoat scandal," writes Gray to 
WhartoQ. Yet it was only after his graduateship that Wharton 
read Thucydides. The day of Bentley was over, the day of PoTSon 
had not begun, and Bentley at Cambridge had been a Tmon among 
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BOphf' In tihe mind of NichoUa G-raj loomed ae lai^ as 
JohnBon did in Bosvell's. " I thought only of him, built 
all my happiness on him, talked of him for ever; wished 
him with me whenever I partook of any pleasure, and flew 
to him for refuge whenever I felt any uneasineBS ; to whom 
now shall I talk of all I have seen hereP "Who will teach 
me to read, to think, to feelP I protest to yon that whatever 
I did or thought had a reference to him. ' Mr. Gray will 
be pleased with this when I tell him. I must ask Hr. Gray 
what he thinks of such a person or thing. He would like 
such a person, and dishke such another.' " — So ITicholla 
writes from abroad to his mother, to whom he can safely 
speak of Gray as " a second parent " ; happier in this thaii 
BoBwell, that he found in his own home eirde love and 
reverence instead of antipathy towards his master. His 
" BeminiBcences of Gray," scanty and belated and ill- 
arrai^d as they are, me^e me think that he might have 
produced a worthy counterpart to Boswell's " Life of John- 
son," if youth and modesty, and perhaps a disinclination 
to literary labour, had not prevented him — and if Mason's 
work had not pre-occupied the field. His aptitude in seiz- 
ing on the characteristic fact which vivifies the past and 
the dead; the story of his first acquaintance wiUi Gray's 
flaahing eyes; the " surly, nasal tone" of Mason when ms- 
pleased; or a scene like this: 

" One morning, when I went to Mr. Gray as osnal after 
breakfast, I knodced at bis door, which he threw open, and 
exclaimed with a loud voice : 

'Hence, avanntl 'tis holy gronnd.' 
I was so astonished, that Z almost feared he was mad: but 
this was the beginning of the ode which he had jnst com- 
posed " — these surely are Boswellian touches. What was 
lackii^ waa the almost canine fidelity, the constant obser- 
vation, the faithful and minute record -keeping from day 
to day, and ofton from hour to hour, the self-sacrificing 
spirit passii^ at times to self-abasement, which makes ns 
lx>th love and langb at Bozzy. Still, within the same com- 
pass, it would be difficult to find a set of jottings which 
convey to us a clearer conception of the mind and charactor 
with which they are concerned, than these by Nicholls. 
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They coDflrm the impreBsion which we get from the letters, 
of Oraj's impartial and catholic taste in literature. We 
learn from them that Oray admired the "Deserted Village," 
as we know he admired "London"; in spite of a bias which 
to some extent lie shared with his own olique of wor- 
shippers, and which Horace Wslpole exhibited in an ex- 
aggerated form, against Johnson and Qoldsmith. What is 
more to the present purpose, we are struck by his solicitude 
—a note of his own matured BerionsnesB — to keep his young 
friend from moral eril. " Do not go to see Voltaire," is his 
one entreaty before Nicholls 1^ him for the last time. — 
"Every tribute to such a man signifies." He is keenly 
anxious to guard him against a cymclsm which, however 
brilliant, he knew to be d^rading. 

Upon the whole, this friendship with Nicholls is more 
pleasant, if less amusing to contemplate, than the friend- 
ship with Mason. Mason was but eight years younger 
than Gray; and was blessed with the pushing and preten- 
tious spirit which soon brings mediocrity to the fore. He 
owed to Gray his academic position ; and two years after 
his return to Cambridge was selected by the Vice-Chancellor 
to write the Installation Ode in honour of G-ray's pet aver- 
sion, " Fobua," Duke of Newcastle. This was in 1749, and 
the Elegy had not yet seen the light. Gray's estimate of 
him at this date is good-natured and discerning; " he is a 
little vain, but in so harmless and comical a way that it 
does not ofFend one at all: a little amlntiouB, but withall 
so innocent of the world and its ways that this does not 
hurt him in one's opinion. He r^ids little and writes 
much," says Gray, who when he calls him " indolent " must 
be understood to mean that he does not cultivate his mind ; 
but he writes assiduously, hoping to make money by it. All 
this and more Mason publishes ; he prints Gray s estimates 
of other authors, and therefore (he declares) he will not 
suppress what concerns himself; and he confesses that his 
amiability and freedom from malice have sufEered con- 

' Perhaps when NichoUe attribntee to his friend a prophetic eje, 
in the sayuiK, "NooneknowB the mischief that man [Voltaire] will 
do," he rea<& into it more than wab distinctly intended. He wrote 
aiter the event. But it is fair to quote this as set-off to the doubts 
I elsewhere expresB, as to Gray's c^iacity for political forecast. 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



Biderable abatement in the course of tweutj-fire jean. For 
all that, ii he had given us this correspondence as it really 
etood, the world would have seen at once that Graj's affec- 
tion for "Scroddles" was tinged with a whimsical contempt 
for his ambitions, his greed for preferment, his slijwhod 
English, and his sham erudition. In truth, Mason was 
capable of Bolecisms which would di^race a schoolbov- 
But he would bore Oray with his Greek, and was especially 
interested in that study of classical archaeology which, 
stimulated by the achieTements of " Atheniaji " Stuart and 
" Palmyra " Wood, proved then, as some forebode that they 
will prove agajn, a welcome substitute for an accurate ac- 
quaintance with the learned tongues. A brilliant Oxonian, 
on whom has fallen the mantle of Calverley and J. K. 3., 
makes the Modern Tutor say : 
"This be then yonr chief endeavour, — not to conatme, parse or 

Not to have the least conception what the aorist meaiiB with &v — 
Bnt by atady of the relics disinterred in varions spots 
Pans Arcadian to distiiigDiBh clearly from Coriuwian pots." 

Such counsels would have suited Mason. Gray who, in 
France and Italy, was, asWalpole says, " all for antiquities," 
and devoured at home all literature, sncient and modem, 
bearing on the subject, treats his communicationB on such 
topics with very unceremonious bant«r. Thus Mason has 
met with "an ossuary of exquisite sculpture," is puzzled 
as to part of the inscription on it, and would be obliged if 
Gray would make it out for him. Gray looks for the solu- 
tion in Sertorius Ursatus, and cannot find it there, but 
adds: 

" I have lately dug up three small vases, in workmanship 
at least equal to yours; they were discovered at a place 
called Bur^em in Staffordshire, and are very little impaired 
by time. On the larger one is this inscription very legibly 
J; and on the two smaller thus, '. You will oblige me 
with an explanation, for XTrsatus here too leaves us in the 
dark." ' 

It is the same everywhere; Mason's uncritical flounder- 
ings among Korthem antiquities become almost amusing 

' There is a less quotable inabaiice ia this vein, vol t, letter 30. 
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when wfi consider them as ostentatiously exhibited to his 
friend, with scarce an inkling that Gray had been there 
before him. We can smile at all this ; but even at this dis- 
tance o£ time one feels something like disgust at the con- 
ceit which could prompt him to say to the man who had 
written the "Elegy" and begun "The Bard": 

" Pray why, M^ Gray, mnat I write, and you not? Upon 
my word. Sir, I really do not mean it as flattery or any 
thing of that sort; no, Sir, I detest the insinuation: but 
blaet my laurels. Sir, ^ I do not think you write vastly 
better than I do. I swear by Apollo, my dear Sir, that I 
would give all my Elfrida (Odes included) to be the author 
of that pretty Elegy that Miss Flumtree can say oS book. 
And I protest to you that my Ode on Memory, after it has 
gone through all the Umae labor that our friend Horace 
prescribes, nay. Sir, prematur nonum in annum (above 
half which times it has already, I assure you, been con- 
cealed malgr^ my partiality to it), — I say that that very 
Ode is not, nor ever will be, half bo terse and complete as 
the fragment of your Welsh Ode,' which is, as one may 
say, now just warm from your brain, and one would expect 
as callow as a new-hatched chicken (pardon the barn-door 
simile)." 

With our perspective, this is much as if Tupper told 
Tennyson that he would rather have written a p^^ of " In 
Memoriam " than the two volumes of " Proverbial Philo- 
sophy." Tet Gray's over-generous appreciation of " Cajao 
tacus," and the common judgement of the age, supported 
Mason in this vanity; critidsm and parody shoved him and 
Gray up or down Parnassus side by side; there was, be- 
tween them, in a certain pomp of diction, one of those 
superficial resemblances which are so misleading.' Mason, 
as a Court Chaplain, and somewhat busy person, was before 
the public eye ; the volume of his published work is incom- 
parably laiger than Oray's ; he lived to see his plays repre- 
sented on the stage by eminent actors; his " El&ida " at the 

' He means "The Bard." 

' I think ttmialed even Coleridge, who testifies to Mason's twiTUd 
when he says; "All those passages in the 'CaraotacnB' which u» 
laxrn to admire at tchaol, now seem to me one continned falattto." 
But his judgement of Gray is scamely less dispara^ng. 
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lequest of royalty, by Mrs. Siddone.' Perhaps Gray him- 
self at last became conscious that his friend's failings were 
not altogether amiable.' Of Mason's egregions vanity Haut ' 
gives a notable instance. At the age of twenty-four he had 
attacked the University of Oxford in his " Isis," which is 
neither better nor worse than the rest of his writings, and 
Thomas Warton, at the age of twenty-one, had retorted in 
the " Triumph of Isis," with considerable spirit, and with 
a tribute to the a^ressor's merits which he little deserved. 
At that time the Jacobitism of Oxford had been greatly 
stirred by the events of 1?45 and 1746, and at length 
manifested itself in some turbulent proceedings which in- 
creased the disfavour with which the University was re- 
garded by the Court. It did not occur to Mason tiiat there 
was something ignoble and ungenerous on the part of a son 
of Cambridge — the Cambridge of that day, pampered, sur- 
feited and vulgarized b;y a patronage often unworthily 
bestowed, in thus attacking the venerable "home of lost 
causes and impossible loyalties " at a time when her devo- 
tion to the Stuarts, however misguided, was at least un- 
selfish.' But he flattered himself that he had inflicted a 
wound not easily healed, and, at a later date, riding over 
Magdalen Bridge with a friend, he expressed Ms satiafao- 
tion that it was dusk, so that they could enter Oxford 

' SeeBoadeii'B"MenioiraofKemble,"vol.i.,c.x.,p. 264,«g. He 
justly remarks that "the conduct of this regular drama is the most 
irregular thing in the world," and exposes some of its absurdities 
very sensibly. But he qaotes one passage as rendered by Mrs. 
Siddons with naapproachable expression; 
" I call not heaven 
I" avenge my wretchedness. I do not wisA 
This Ifiant's hsnds may wither with cold palsies; 
No, I am very patient. 
Uniortunately, as he points oat, it is but a poor paraphrase of Lear 
to GoaerU (Act II., 4, 225, aq.). 

' Thus he notes that when the load-voiced Delaval fell upon him 
for undertaking the ' ' Installation Ode " and prophesied the obloquy 
which awaited him in consequence, Mason (the chosen bsi>l on the 
previous occasion) sat by and heard it all with a world of com- 

*"' ""L&eoiT. Warton." 

' "Iws" was written in 1748; Warton's "Trinmph of Isis" in 
1749. 
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unnoticed. His puzzled companion asked him to explain: 
" What 1 " said Mason, " do you not remember my ' Isia ' ? " 
He seriously believed that if he bad been seen in broad 
daylight he would have been surrounded by a mob of 
hooting undergraduates.' 

The prominence which Matthew Arnold's briUiant criti- 
cism has given to O-ray's almost pa8flionat« attachment to 
deBonstetten has somewhat obscured the more homely and 
sober friendship with NichoUs. It was through Nicholls 
that the poet became acquainted with the "mercurial 
Swiss," and it is to Ificholls that he confides his feelings 
and solicitudes about him. Both to the older and the 
younger friend the brilliant young foreigner is at once a 
delight and a perplexity, and he in his turn finds himself 
at Cambridge in a world on the anomalies of which after 
sixty years he still loohed back with amazement. The 
aspect of the UniTersity was to him almost mediaeval and 
monastic, and he never quite appreciated the pleasant in- 
^^ cougrnities of which Oxford and Cambridge ofEer the most 
striking examples, and our insular fashion of retaining 
amid ^^ual but very real transformations our links with 
the past. He saw in Cambridge, as he tells us in his 
retrospect, " an assemblage of monasteries, with long and 
silent corridors ; solitaries in black gowns, young seigneura 
travestied as monks with square caps, everywhere souvenir* 
of monks, side by side with the glory of Hewton." Gray 
could have usnred him that the " young se^^eurs " were 
anything but ascetic in spite of their garb, and he would 

' Mmou had considerable ekill in mnsic, and to this he owed his 
PrecentiOrship in York CathedroL He ia said also to have invented 
a mneical inelrnment, the Celettinette. Gray writes to him, May &, 
1703-. "You will tell me what to do with yoor Zwmpe, which has 
amiiBed me mnch here. " This Zum^e Mitford would identify with 
Uie Celestioette, and adds ; ' ' Does Gray call it a Zwnpe from the 
Zampo^na, an itutTwmento paatorale, mentioned by Bononui in his 
' DoBcnzione degU Instnunenti Atmonici,' 1806, 4bD, pp. 85, 8S, fig. 
Toyi, xxviiT But that was a wind instrument." To whicii Mr. 
Gosse subjoins: " Was it not rather a noun derived from the sound 
of the verb ' Zombare ' to thump or bang, Mason's instrument being 
one, the keys of which had to be strnckT " 

It is a pi^ that aO this emditiou should be thrown away. Zninpe 
is simply the name of a pianoforte maker. People said" a Znmpe" 
as they now say " a Broadwood," or " an Erard." 
n. 6 
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bave been still more astoulBhed if lie could have foreseen 
that the monastic gown would be worn bj such heira to the 
Boientific spirit, "the gloiy of Newton," as Adams and 
Stokes and fiayleigh and the Darwine and Francis BaJfoar. 
Tet he does but repeat, after this long interval, the im- 
pressions received on the spot, and conveyed by bim to 
Nicholls in that quaint letter, " prettier," says Gray, "by 
bM.lf than English," in which he writes: 

"Hence vain deluding Joys is our motto hier [here] 
written on every feature, and ourly spoken by every solitary 
Chapel bel ; So that decently you can't expect no other but 
a very grave letter. . . . Tho' I wear not yet the black 
gown, and am only an inferior Priest in the temple of 
Meditation, yet my conntenance is already consecrated. I 
never walk but with even steps and musing gate, and looks 
comercing with the skyes; and unfold my wrinkles only 
when I see Mr. G-ray, or think of you. Then notwithstand- 
ing all your learnings and knowledge, I feel in such occa- 
sions that I have a heart, which yon know is as some 
others a quite prophane thing to carry under a black 

He goes on to say that he is in a hurry from morning till 
evening; is roused at 8 o'clock by a young square Gap 
(probably a sizar) with whom he follows " Satan through 
Chaos and night." Then Gray succeeds to the young sizar, 
for it is obviously under his superior shadow that " Shakis- 
pair and old LiSeus strugle together as two ghost would do 
for a damned Soul, and sometimes the one get the better, 
sometimes the other." De Bonstetten's only amusement, 
says Gray, is to change one study for another ; and accord- 
ing to his own account, they were together from five till 
midnight every evening. The disciple of a few weeks 
bade fair to become as his master, distracted by a variety of 
studies all pursued with equal industry, but, in the case of 
de Bonstetten, without that distressing passion for accuracy 
which is supposed to exercise the souls of Cambridge men.' 

' De Boiiatett«D had acqoired some facility in Bpeakine English 
before he come here, but, as we iee, without maBtering the ^ngoage. 
Like most contineutals he stadied In a practic&l bnt not minute 
fashion, which may explain why he went so far, and acquired so 
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PBEFACE. zix 

We might almost infer from hia ezpreBBion, "though I 
wear not yet the black gown," that he had some thoughts 
of matriculating at Cambridge; if there was any such 
design, his father stopped it ; and this maj account for the 
poet's estraordinaiy outburst on the subject of that cautious 
and conservative old gentleman, the Bernese aristocrat, 
who had already fetched his son from Geneva and Bonnet, 
and now fetched him from Cambridge and Gray. For the 
amiable Bonnet was at once a natiualiat and a Christiaa 
philosopher,' and did something no doubt to moderate the 
enthusiasm aud settle the mind of the youth who, before 
he visited England, had seen Bousseau,' and become enam- 
oured of his writings, and had talked with Voltaire in the 
Bolotit of (Geneva. But much as Bonnet had done, it was 
not enpv^h in the judgement of Bonstetten p&re, who, 
though once a disciple in the uneiplosJTe ' school of Wolff, ■ 
scented combustion in these more modem pkilosopkes. But 
his interference might easily have proved fatal, if , as we 
are told, the young man, in the uncongenial atmosphere 
of hia native Berne, actually attempted suicide, and was 
only diverted from his purpose by a ray of the moon (!) 
which attracted his attention as he was about to fire the 

'De Bonetetten's poet-friend Matthisson in his "Genferaee" 
praises the scene . 

" Wo Bonnet, der nicht fruher als sein Rubin, 
Nicht f ruber ala der Erdball sterben aollte. 
In seines Tempels lichtem HeiligthDm 
Das grosse Bach der Wahrbeit mir entrollte." 
[Where Bonnet (as bis fame bis life should be. 



In clearest light " unroll'd " Truth's " ample page. 'T 

' " Dans sea promenades vagabondes U lui arriva plus d'une fois 

de rencontrer on homme ' dont I'air pensif et !e regard de fen le 

frappait singuli^rement ' ; U apprlt plus tard qae c'^tait Jean-Jacqaes 

BonsBeaa, nn de aea futures iaoleit."^Samte-Be'uve. 

' It is true that the mad father of Frederick the Great was in- 
duced by Wolff's enemies to believe that according to the WolfBan 
doctrine of necessity, if one of the King's Potadam grenadiers should 
revolt, it would not be right to pnnish him. The furious monarch 
in causeqnence ordered the philosopher out of Prussian territory, 
on pun of the halter. But the sentence was reversed, on better 
knowledge. 
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pistoL The alarmed father sends him first to Leyden, then 
to England, then summons >iim home again through 
Fiance. And so Gray writes to Nicholls (March 20th, 
1770: "On Wednesday next I go (for a few days) with 
Mons: de Bonatetten to London. His cursed Father will 
have him home in the autumn, & he mast pass thro' France 
to improve his talents and morals." 

During these few days in town occurred one of those 
accidental momenta on which the niind likes to fasten. 
These two little men, Gray, neat, precise, almost foppish 
in his attire, and a young companion with a dress and 
distinction unmietakably foreign, are walking along a 
crowded thoroughfare (probably Fleet Street), when they 
see rolling before them, with convulsiTe gestures, a huge 
ill-dressed figure. " Look, look, Bonatetten," exclaims Gray, 
" the great bear ! There goes Pr»a Major! " ' It was John- 
son, whom he disliked, and whose acquaintance, as we a,re 
told, he declined; biassed herein, doubtlees, bj the super- 
ficial and social prejudices in which he imitated Walpole. 
Yet the two Englishmen were much more alike than they 
supposed, both in their judgements and in the happy limita- 
tions which kept the Briton, whether Whig or Tory, from 
thinking too precisely on the event, or pushing his ideas 
to their logical consequences, or nursing hia diecontents 
very zealously. Of this trio the only WeUHnd was the 
briUiaut stranger whom Gray loved but scarcely under- 
stood, and whom Johnson would neither have understood 
nor loved. But if de Bonstetten could have lived a little 
longer iu contact with the strong sense and restricted sensi- 
bilities of Englishmen, it is possible that the transforma- 
tion might have taken place earlier, which made him a 
wise moderator in middle life, the most cheerful of exiles, 
and the most miraculously brilliant and vivacious of old 
men. As it is, one is tempted to liken Gray's apprehen- 
sions about him to the solicitude of a hen which has 
hatched a duckling, and of sU our poet's letters' none are 

> Sir EgertoD Brydges heard this from de Bonstetten. It conld 
not have happened later than 1770; Boswell claims that the epithet 

was firat bestowed by his father in or after 1773. 

■ These letters are given by de Bonatetten's friend, the poet 
Friedrich von MattliissoD, in a note on his verses "DerGenferaee" 
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PRBPACE, ZZl 

80 tinlike his tisual maimer as the three which he addressed 
to his charge of so short a time, after he had crossed the 
water. In writing to him he adopts a stj'le almost French 
in its onreaerre, and yet ve cannot smUe at him, so nn- 
mistakably sincere is he, so genuine his sadness at the 
disappeaiance of the hrilUant meteor which has brightened 
for a moment the night which Is closing in upon him. 
" Here am I ^ain to pass my solitary evenings wMch hung 
much lighter on my hands before I knew Imn," he writes 
to NichoUs, discoTering, as a man often does after these 
martin-summers of the soul that he ought to have been 
miserable before they came. And to de Bonstetten him- 
self, " I cannot bear this place where I have ^ent many 
tedioui yean within legs than a inontk since you left me." 
And again : " My life now is but a conversation with your 
shadow — the known sound of your voice still rings in my 
eara^there, on the comer of the fender, you are standing, 
or tin t-lin g on the piano-forte, or stretched at length on 
the sofa." All this is plaintive enough ; but most sig- 
nificant of all is his feeling that he has " grown old in the 
compass of less than three weeks" — a symptom of the 
failing vitality which these disappointments more often 
announce than cause. His counsels to Bonstetten after 
their separation are good, but grandmotherly; one feels 
that the remedies do not touch the disease. He epitomizes 
for his benefit all the characteristics which Plato in the sixth 
book of the " Kepublic " enumerates as belonging to the 
genuine philosopher, the proper Guardian of the state ; he 
tells him, as one whom flattery cannot spoil, that all these 
qualities are hia, but he warns bim against the tempta- 
tions to which, when joined to wealth, nobility, strength 
and beauty, they will expose him. Excellent advice, and 
such as the sage Mentor might have given to his Tele- 
machus ; but surely the young man, whose mind was be- 
ginning to be preoccupied with the problems of a new age, 
must aa.v% smiled when he was thus offered a Techa/affi of 
F^nflon. Young and impulsive, he probably needed Gray's 
warnings; but a pass^e from his letters which Gray 
quotes to Ificholls without comment shows that his dis- 
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quietudes hfid a worthier origin than any ephemeral pas- 
sions. On his way to Faria he sees silent deserts which 
annoance everywhere a master; villages smaller and more 
scattered than those of England, and villagers in rags; he 
feels inclined to ask them who has taken their clotties, 
their dwellings? what pestilence has made havoc with the 
nation ? That the peasant is gaj in the midst of his misery 
disgusts him, as much as it delighted Qoldsmith, who does 
not notice the misery. " Us ont le honhenr de ne penser 
point, et de jouer jnsqu'an moment qu'on les ^gorge." 
" But," he a>ddB : " gardons notre indignation pour ceox 
qui aont si stupides, qu'ils prennent de pareUles moeurs 
pour modules," 

This is the lai^uage of one to whom the hard facts of 
life are beginning to be more important than fancies or 
philosophies. A letter from Paris Gray describes as "lively 
and sensible " ; to other correspondents de Bonatetten wrote 
in the same vein, with a piquant contempt for the literary 
pretences and very genuine ignorance and frivolity which ' 
distinguished the fashionable sakms, and — already weU 
pronounced— that aversion to the hore which inspired him, 
at the mature age of seventy, to escape from the pursuit of 
one of these terrors by leaping from the window to the 
garden. Already he has become what Sainte-Beave calls 
uie natural and hdbUual Bonstetten, but he has a not very 
surprising relapse on returning to the triste society of Berne, 
and writes to Oray that he has been " le plus malheureuT 
des hommes," that he means to come to Ei^land again, 
that he cannot bear "la moi^e de Taristocratie ' et I'or- 
gueil arm^ des lois," and talks of " un pistolet" and " du 
courage." One wonders whether, among his many con- 
fidences to Gray, he ever mentioned that coup de pittolet so 
strangely averted by a ray of t,he moon. Probably not ; else 
Gray would have wondered less at those "strong expressiona 
of uneasiness, all without a shadow of reason assigned." A 
true Englishman, even in the character of his melancholy, 
he cannot conceive a dejection which is neither physical nor 
traceable to any very distinct and tangible afBiction. He 
can understand his own despondent fits; and he could 
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onderBtand the mxaerj of Ms poor friend West; and it is 
reiy noticeable that his conjectores fly at once to some 
domestic trouble as the only solution, abort of lunacy, of 
these aberrations in a strong and healthy young man. 
" He Is either disordered in his intellect," he writes, "(which 
is too possible) or has done some strange thing that baa 
eza8perat«d his whole family and friends at home, which 
(I'm af nud) is at least equaUy possible." Evidently WeU- 
tchmerz is a disease completely unknown to Gray; yet the 
truth is that, like many others, de Bonstetten was a Wer- 
therian before Werth^' was invented; and suffered and 
sorvived one of those strange epidemics of feeling, of wbich 
perhaps no science will ever discover the hadUiu. The 
death of his good father— whom Gray seems to have mis- 
judged in his haste — brought upon him, after some further 
travel, this time in Italy, practical responsibilities both 
economic and political, which he dischai^ed upon the whole 
admirably, leaving "Besponsibility for the Universe" alone. 
He plays his part as a Bernese magistrate and as baiUi of 
Nyon in the spirit of a citizen of the world and a liberal- 
conservative, standing by his own order, yet making his 
authority loved rather than feared, until the fierce spirit of 
revolution became too strong for his control. It is reason- 
able to believe that his English experiences were here of 

' "Werther" appeared in 1774. I do not fo^et that Goethe 
("Aus Meinem liteii") attributes the tendenciea to which this 
book gave expression in j^reat pmt to the melancholy cast of English 
poetiy, at that time so stimnlating in Germany; but this is but one 
of several icstauees, in wbich what with ns were slight and sup^- 
ficial ailments became viralent abroad and returned to ns at last in 
the form of acute diseases, Goethe quotes lines, written before the 
appearance of "Werther," which snow, he says, how accurately 
£i^lishmen were acquainted with the heart and core of a diS' 
tempered yonthfnl fancy. They are these: 

" To griefs congenial prone, 
More wounds than Natnre gave he knew, 
While misery's form his fancy drew 
In dark ideal hues and horrors not its own." 
But they are from "The Suicide" of Thomas Warton, the most 
easy-going and robust of mortals, who could perhaps for that very 
reason observe and describe deliberately symptoms which he never 
felt, and which, however common with ns, were, in Lowell's phrase, 
"in tbe individual, not in the air, sporadic, not epidemic" 
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some Siccount ; he vas finding a ready relief from all vogue 
broodings in tbe bueinesa which came to hand, in accord- 
ance with Gray's favourite mazint : " To be employed is to 
be happj." The only trace of Mb youthful Uomderie which 
he retained was a whimsical absence of mind. Thus be 
received a group of distinguished emigrii ; they were to dine 
with him; he was suddenly called away to some distant 
place upon an affair of importance, and inadvertently locked 
them aQ in his galon, where tbey remained alarmed and 
hungry, yet not daring to stir until his return tbe next 
morning. Worse still — ^he is giving two passports at the 
same time, one is for some cattle, the other for some re- 
fugee nuns, and he interchanges tbe documents. The mis- 
take, discovered on the frontier, is hailed with sardonic 
glee as tbe unseemly jest of a mocMng philotophe, and de 
Bonstetten humorously complains that his reputation was 
ruined for ever in the convents of Savoy, lliat these ec- 
centricities were generally attributed to his devotion to 
various studies, is a proof that those studies were not neg- 
lected, and we are forbidden to look upon this long period 
of his life aa one of mental inertia. He very wisely dis- 
r^arded the importunities of the dihttoMti in Fans, and 
of Johann von Milller in Switzerland, that he should plunge 
at once into letters; and on von Mailer's rhapsodical ex- 
hortations to this effect Sainte-Beuve justly remarks that 
the ancients whom he invokes owed the superior intelligence 
which appears in their writings to their practical acquaint- 
ance with affairs. We have an interesting proof of the 
abiding place which &ray held in the mind and memory of 
Bonstetten. More than eighteen years after he had parted 
with his English friend for ever, when the young man's 
prophecy on leave-taking had long been fulfilled for G-ray, 
" la mort peut glacer nos bras avant qu'ils soient entrelat^s," 
there came as a welcome guest to Nyon, the young enthu- 
siastic poet Matthisson, with whom the middle-aged senator 
reverted to sentiment and poetry, while they moralized to- 
gether and drew pretty similes from Alpine streams. Six- 
teen years younger than de Bonstetten, he proved, as was 
natural, more expansive than the other poet-friend, who 
was thirty years older; a circamBtance which ought to 
count for mnch, though with Bonstetten it counts for very 
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little, aa explaiumg Gray's comparatiTe reticence; bat in- 
deed at DO time of bia life was Qraj nmch given to the 
Sckwarmerei whicb is more of Continental than of Englisli 
growth. But U&tthisBon also had his periods of seclusioa 
and of silence, when not a word, not an answer, conld he 
got from him, and he would shut himself up in the pleasant 
rooms assigned him in the Ch&teau de Nyon, looking down 
upon Lake Leman, and emerge thence with one of those 
graceful but distinctly imitative poems in which the in- 
fluence of GoldBmitb or of the " Elegy," or the " Beliqxies," 
or the romantic vein of Thomas Warton can clearly be 
traced. And among these are the lines in which he cele- 
brates the " Ctenfersee," as the scene where de Bonstetten 
welcomed him as the beloved English poet's amtar: 

" Where A^athon the Muses', Graces' pride, 
The palace^ delight ; the pedant's stay. 
E'en nence to distant Jnra'B shaggy side, 
In warmest friendship clasped me as his Gray." * 

It is a pleasure to turn to one of the least alloyed of all 
Gray's friendshipa: that with the "dear dear "Wharton," 
who receiyes from him, even when West is alive, a " dear " 
more than any one else. In this intimacy of more than 
thirty years hia pride received no shocks and hia love no 
diaappointmentB. Gray's letters to him have not all been 
preserved by Wharton's family; they were at first the letters 
of a young man, and therefore aometimes unedifying; some 
of these were destroyed upon a hint, I think, from Mitford, 
but what remains is a very substantial volume. It wasnot 
nntU Mitford edited the correspondence that the good 
Wharton found Ms proper place in the biography of the 
poet. He waa a Fellow of Pembroke, but only an occa- 
sional resident there, and must have vacated his f ellowahip 
upon his marriage early in 1747. The medical profession 
was almost hereditary in hia family. The interesting part 

' " Wo Agathon, den Gradenvertrant, 
Der Mnaeu Stolz, bewondert im Palaste, 
Des Volkea Lust hia wo der Jura blaut, 
Wie seinen Gray, mit Liebe mich nmfasste." 
The version in the teit is, I believe, that of Miss Plumptre, who 
translated Matthiason's letters. I find it in Mitford's "Gray." 
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of his pedigree b^ine with the Thomae Wliarton of the 
county of Durham, and of Pembroke, Cambridge, and 
TrinifrF, Oxford, who is known to science as the diecoverer 
of " Wharton's duct," which, we are informed, is " the ex- 
cretoiy duct of the Bubmaxillary gland." He deserves a 
place in the memory of all men as one of the few physicians 
who remained in London during the whole time of the 
Great Plague. He was six times appointed Censor of the 
Boyal Collie of PhysicianB, and held the office when he 
died in 1673; and twenty-four years later Garth, in " The 
Dispensary," makes the shade of Harvey lament that the 
&me of " our Wharton " is already obscure now that what 
was once a science has become a trade. His son either ac- 
quired or inherited Old Park, Durham, and there in 1688a 
Geoi^ Wharton was bom, who almost rivalled the fame of 
his grandsire. He was four times Censor' of the College, 
and treasurer from 1727 till his death in 1739, and as, 
though married, he was childless, the estate passed to hia 
brother Robert Wharton, an Alderman of Durham, and 
the father of Gray's friend. Where Gray's Wharton was 
educated I do not know; he was not an Etonian, and they 
first became acquainted at Cambridge, before the Con- 
tinental tour with Walpole. In 1744, as I gather from 
the correspondence, Wharton was with his father at Dur- 
ham, deliberating whether to settle as a physician in London 
or in the provinces. In 1745 ' he has lodgings in London, 
in Leadenhall Street near the Boyal Collie of Physicians, 
and these Grayoccupies nowa>nd then in his absence; and 
we discover also that there is a brother in town at this date 
(November 16th), the "H' Jonathan," who has been an 
enigma hitherto to editors. But I think that for the most 
pait Thomas Wharton resided at Cambridge on his fellow- 
ship both in this and the following year, though his books 
(or some of them) are in London, in earnest of a future 
settlement there. In 1746 he seems to have been interest- 

' It is no doabt with refet«nce to the fact that this office htid been 
BO often held both by the nncle and the great-grandfather,' that Gray 
asks why he does not find his friend's name among the censors. 

' Inowiucliue to think that letter LXL, vol. i., which Wharton 
did not know whether to assign to 1744 or 1740, belongs to the latur 
year. 
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ing himeelf in the library of Pembroke Collie, getting 
from Qray a list of good editions of the classics. But to- 
wards the end of that year he was back in Durham, very 
busy there, but very micertain in his plans. Yet there is 
the shadow of coming events j for Gray writes (December 
27th); 

" For your Ears, don't let 'em think of marrying yon ! 
for I know that if you marry at all you will be Toarried. I 
mean passively. And then (besides repenting of what you 
were not guilty of) yon will never go abroad, never read 
any thing more but Farriery-Booka and Justice Books and 
so either die of a Consumption, or live on and grow fat^ 
which is worse." 

A man who is liable to " be married passively " may be 
presumed to be a " son of peace " ; and in the letter before 
this, Qray, aft«r telling his friend about the miserable 
bickerings at Pembroke, says, "if you were here, all would 
be right." Evidently Wharton's presence during the past 
two years had made for tranquillity and good manners in 
that " Parlour," where they abuse the master to his face, 
and even sit in his presence in his own magisterial chair. 
Q-ra/B forebodings are fulfilled, with a due allowance for 
banter ; and he has been so far in his friend's confidence 
that he can readily guess the name of the particular god- 
dess who in this cB^e fixes destiny. So, early in 1747, 
Wharton married a Miss Wilkinson ; and for a time they 
were settled (apparently with a maiden sister of Wharton's), 
in the Elvet-House at Durham, in the aristocratic quarter 
of that provincial capital, where noblemen and gentlemrai 
lived in stately mansions, which are now "tenements" 
honsing the poorest of the poor. I imagine that the 
WhartonB, father and son, held their own in that dignified 
society, in which wealthy prebendaries kept a state un- 
known to their more zealous but less pampered successors. 
Tet the Elvet-Houee, whatever its aesooiatioDS may have 
been, does not please. According to O-ray it is haunted 
by "Spirits and Hobgoblins," though it is impossible to 
determine whether these are "spooks" or only figures oi 
speech. But there is lack of air and space, aiuJ, very 
characteristically, Wharton is recommended to seek in 
books that "Prospect of the World" which "the cruel 
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Architect has hid from his corporeal eyeq." In Ao^pist of 
1748 ia bom " the little Doctreea," perhapa in this Elvet- 
Houee. And there ia a family of "little Gkntry" by 
October of 1751, and Wharton, still at Durham, is think- 
ing of settling seriously to his profession, meaning to work 
his way to London by practieing either at Bath or Cam- 
bndge; the objection to the latter place according to Gray 
being tiiat the Heads of Colleges require a certain deference, 
not to say servility, in a physician, and that Mrs. Wharton 
would find the women of the place " squeezy (P) and formal, 
and little skill'd in amusing themselres or other people." 
In April, 1752, Wliarton is in Cambridge, and Gray in 
town; the friends, such fajthful correspondents, have not 
met for many yeurs.* They saw one another again at last 
in London after the death of Gray's mother at Stoke in 
March, 1753 ; and in June of that year vaa bom at Durham 
the Uttle Eobin, the hope of the honse, who was so soon 
to die. And at Stndley Boyal, near the lovely ruins of 
Fountains Abbey, in July of this year, Wharton and his 
wife meet Gray, and escort him through Eipon and Bich- 
mond to Durham, and we discorer that they make more 
than a two-days' journey of it. At Durham, Gray, now 
fomous as the autiior of the " Elegy," dinea with Bishop 
Trevor, who has succeeded Butler of the " Analogy " (lately 
dead), and has entered the cathedral city with princely 
pomp and circumstance a short time before. For Gray 
these are festive moments; fresh from the joys of the 
Cambridge Commencement, including an affectionate but 
unpleasant handsqueezing and a fine compliment from the 
grotesque Duke of Newcastle, he goes twice to the races, 
and once to the assembly at Durham; and we imagine 
him at such scenes acting the Addisonian part of the 
"Silent Gentleman "—the obaerrant and not unamused 
"Spectator" of frivolous delights. But this visit has 
sigitificance for us as marking an epoch in Gray's poetic 
development. It is a re-awakening for him of impressions 
long dormant, and which, when 3iey were first reoeived, 
were perhaps too tremendous for a muse never at any 

' It was over giz jeaxa since Wharton left CEunhridge [hence 
correct note, vol. L, p. 223], but probably more than that interval 
idnce he and Gray were together. 
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PBEFACE. XXix 

time spontaneous in her utterances, and in those early 
days only facile ut ^miliar correapondence or in Latin 
Terse. A few striking passages in his letters to Weet and 
hexameters, elegiacs, sapphicB and alcaics culminating ia 
the majestic ode on the Grande Chartreuse, alone pre- 
serve for ue thoughts and images which never indeed left 
him, but were easily set aside by change of circumstance. 
When he versifies in English, the environment of his reflec- 
tions, as far as he reveals it, is for a long time the actual 
scene in or near which he is living — we know where to 
find the churchyard, or the "nodding beech," or "the 
fields beloved in vain." But in the interval between the 
"Elegy" ajid the "Progress of Poesy" Gray's mind 
receives another bias. He is slowly making his way to 
themes less subjective and persoDsJ, more spacious and 
heroic and destined to be associated vrith a scenery more 
bold and majestic; the southern lawns and glades so dear 
to gentle meditation are to be succeeded by cri^ and 
cloud-capped peaks and mountain torrents. And it is at 
least interesting to note that these tendencies coincide 
approximately both in date and character with that craving 
for the bolder aspects of nature, which makes him risk, or 
fancy he risks, his nervous little person in quest of them. 
Let us refer, therefore, once more to his letter of July, 
1753, written from Wbarton's home at Durham. " Ihave," 
he says, " one of the most beautiful vales here in England 
to walk in, with prospects that change every ten steps, 
and open something new wherever I turn me, all rude and 
Toma/ntie ; in short, the sweetest spot to break your neei or 
drowm yourself in that ever was beheld." 

From this date Britain supplies him with images in little 
of those Alpine wonders which he admired with much 
trepidation. Once more with childlike ecstasy he looks 
and admires and shudders; like his Eton truants, disdain- 
ing, when he can, the limits of his little reign to deaciy 
niXnown regions, but always " snatching a fearful joy. ' 
And already, perhaps,' he has been awakening the echoes 
of early days when he pictures the stream of music as a 
headlong impetuous cataract and makes the mountains 

' AssDminK that the ' ' Progress of Poesy " was almost completed 
at the clfwe iS 1752. 
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breathe ins piratiou.' Henceforth Iu8choic8,asiiitlie"Bard" 
and the " Norse Odes," is to fill wild and rugged aG^iea 
with forms spectral and gigantic ; and that literary effort 
corresponds with his endeavour to seek out the regiomi 
accessible to him which shall give a kindred stimnlnB to 
his imaginatioiL Herein he finds a sympathetic friend 
ukd, when possible, a companion in his faithful Wharton. 
Bnt thej have other tastes and pursuits in common of a 
practical or scientific kind. They compare notes like two 
fanners or market- gardeners; their talk is of the state of 
the crops, of fraits and vegetables. On his way back to 
Cambridge from Durham Oray observes all sudi thin^ with 
extraordinary minuteness ; " so ends," he says at last, " my 
Geoi^ct in prose." There are several of such "Georgicks." 
And these careful Clerks of the Weather come at last to 
keep "sister" thermometers, which they tune to play in 
concert hke two [danos ; and Oray in London sets his in 
the yard, and urges Wharton, at Old Park, Dnrham, to do 
the same; for such is the advice of Mr. Stillii^eet, 
whose acquaintance he has made, — a gentleman of beautiful 
and unselfish character, brimful of science and benevolence, 
who can relieve his feeling heart in a sonnet, and is the 
indispensable referee in all assemblies of learned ladies, 
and in fact the real original blue- stocking. This valuable 
man spends his sximmers with a friend at Stratton Strawless 
in Norfolk, and keeps a botanic calendar there, and far 
away at Upsala in Sweden, where the great Linnaeus eits 
as a Eing of Science drawing admirers from all Europe to 
bis feet, a young disciple of Linnaeus has done the like ; 
and so, less perfectly, has Gray at Cambridge ; and thus 
he is able to send Wharton a triple record for 1?55, at 
which date we note that Gilbert White is settled in his 
native Selbome employed in the same gentle fashion in 

' Compare his letter to West of Novwnber 16th, 1738: " Not a 



" Praeaentiorem et couBpicimoB Demn 
Per invias mpea fera per jnga 
Clivosqne piaemptos sonantes 

Inter aquas, nemommqae uocten," etc 



D,0,l7PCihyGt.)t5'^IC 



the obaervations which are to miike him tmd hia home so 
memorable to loverB of aSrtQral history. 

There ia, moreover, much of the virtuoeo in "Wharton'a 
composition ; and he reverently looks to Qray for advice 
and help in this direction. As becomes the prospective 
heir to Old Park, he likes to have " everything handsome 
about him," and when he has a bouse in London in view, 
he makes trips to the country round under O-ray's advice, 
and visits the seats of the gentry, about which the poet 
has many things to tell him, and is fairly bitten with the 
mania for Gothic in domestic architecture after the manner 
of "StrawberiT Oaatle" ; so much so, that Gray has to advise 
him to keep his Gothic ornaments within doors in town. 
"Don't let me," he b^s, "when I come gaping into 
Coleman-street, be directed to the GentlemEm's at the ten 
Pinnacles, or with the Church-Porch at his door," f«.ter 
on, when for the sake of "country" air he migrates to 
Southampton Bow (where his brother Jonathan and Kra. 
Jonathan were his neighbours in Boswell Court), Wharton 
b^ins to indulge in that fascinating but perilous game of 
hazard, the purchase of old Masters, and believes, though 
Gray is sceptical about it, that he has secured an "Old 
Frank " and a Pietft by Palma. But by the midsummer 
of 1759, Wharton is at Old Park, Durham ; his health has 
suffered in London, and he has left the capital for good. 
Old Park, it would seem, is in a bad way ; it is dilapidated, 
it is in "ft Bog"; here is a splendid opportunity for a 
mail of taste with money. Accordingly Gray in town is 
besought, through Jonathan Wharton, to make inquiries 
about painted glass; and he does so with that minute 
punstaking which only pretenders to genius despise. Here 
again Strawberry Hill seems to be the model of perfec- 
tion, perhaps unattainable to ordinary mortals ; G^y, we 
CODJectnre, has a true feeling for colour; yet we note, 
with some misgiving, that he has the prevailing p&nchami 
for the irreconcilable, "rich Windows" that do not "exclude 
the light," and likes the Gothic canopy fringing plajn 
glass, which we fancy we have often seen and loathed. Not 
tess engrossing is the grave topic of wall-papers, which 
were then supplanting die wood-panelling, or tapestor, or 
stamped leather, or paint«d cloth of earUer days. There 
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is an epidemic of taste in this direction, but the age sorely 
needed a, William Morris. People loved to see Chinese 
pagodas after the designs of " Williaia Halfpenny, Architect 
and Carpenter," repeating themselves to their eyes ad 
infinitum ; Gray would have preferred designs after Hollar's 
prints, Gk)thic cathedrals and the like, if the breadth of 
the paper were larger ; he concludes for bits of Gothic copied 
from old altars, such as those at Durham; and we are 
dimly conscious that the patterns selected, whatever they 
may have been, would have struck na (perhaps not with 
ecstasy) as mate as the modem aesthete before a Botticelli 
Wharton seems to be almost rebuilding Old Park, for 
Gray speaks of it as his " Oarth^e," in allusion to the city 
which pious Aeneas saw in the making under Queen Dido. 
Gray braves all discomforts and visits him there, after 
staying with Mason, in all his pomp and circumstance, at 
York. Perhaps it was a "feUx culpa " that the letter to 
Brown in which these things are told is by some strange 
oversight omitted in its proper place in this volume; for it 
is eharocteristic enough for separate quotation and notice: 



July 19, 1762. 
" DcAB Sm, 

" After my fortnight's residence at York, I am 
arrived here. The Precentor is very hopefully improved in 
dignity; his scarf sets the fullest about his ears: his sur- 
plice has the moat the air of lawn-sleeves you can imagine 
in so short a time; he b^ins to complain of qualms and 
indigestions from repose and repletion: in short H tnmcke 
dii Prelai. We went twice a day to church with our ver- 
gers and all our pomp. Here the scene is totally altered: 
we breakfast at six m the morning and go to bed at ten. 
The house rings all day with carpenters and upholsterers, 
and without doors we swarm with labourers and builders. 
The books are not yet unpacked, and there is but one pen 
and ink in the house. Jetty and Padge (two favourite 
sows) are always coming into the entry, and there is a con- 
cert of poultry under every window; we take in uo news- 
paper or magazine, but the cream and butter is beyond 
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compare. Tou are viahed for every dof, and yoa maj 
imagine koT acceptable a correapondcait yoa must be. 
Pray write soon and beliere me erer sincareiy TOon 

TG." 

There is a Chu; whom we know from biogTspIiy and 
aDecdote, and even from one aide of his own correspond- 
ence, as faatidioua, apolaostic, over-curious and learned in 
the matter of cookery, a recluse averse from exercise, some- 
what old-womanish in his ways, and so timid that to him 
a lai^ dog is " an animal by which he might possibly lose 
his life." But there is another Gray, less well known to 
us, who can endure hardness in the quest of beautiful 
scenes, or in the company of a bosom-friend; in the last 
years of his life he can wulk well, and even dunb upon oc- 
casion ; and can put up with the disoomf orts of very primi- 
tive inns in districts then unknown to tourists. If his 
nerves are weak, all this is much to the credit of his forti- 
tude. And conceive him here in a house ringing all day 
(shade of Oarlyle!) with carpenters and upholsterers, and 
a concert of poultry under every window. "Jetty and 
Fadge," we believe, are encouraged in their lawless enter- 

f irises by the children, who, after the manner of their kind 
bless them!) make pete of uncouth creatures, because they 
have not yet learnt to find in Nature anything common or 
unclean. Gray, we discover, is very much at home with 
the young 'Wltartons. "Miss Deborah" pouts when he 
doee not mention her in his letters, and her elder sister, if 
I mistake not, is congratulated at an ea^ age by him, as 
making the best butter in the county. We think of John- 
son witii the little Thrales, and Macanlay with the little 
Trevelyans, and Scott with Hugh Littlejohn and Mai^ry 
Fleming, and are thankful for the bond which almost in- 
variably links goodness and genius with the simple souls in 
whom Macaulay fonnd " the only true poets." 

It is about this time that we discover a transformation 
in our Wharton, both the outward and the inner man. "I 
hear," writes Gray (October 21st, 1760), " yon have let your 
hair grow, & visit none of your neighbouring gentry, two 
(I should think) capital crimes in that county, and indeed 
in all counties." Wherein we note two things: first that 
II. e 
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the acceBsion of George III marks an epoch in the treat- 
meat of the human hair; the vig Ib less generaJly worn, 
and if the profeseional classes still retained it, Wharton, 
by discarding his, makes a declaration of independence, 
and announces that he has ceased to practise as a physician. 
Next, that he is minded to keep himself much to himself; 
too busy with his building and garden plans, and, let us 
hope, too happy with his family to care to enlai^ his circle. 
For all this, he will still be to dray the friend of his fife, 
as Arbuthnot was to Pope, and offers to be with him when 
he is to undergo an operation. From the last years of 
Gray's correspondence with him, we find that his hteniry 
and scientific interests are still strong, and that he delights 
as heretofore to learn news of the great world of London 
and of politics. He makes Gray his eonjidamt in a trouble 
in which his benevolent heart is enlisted; and consults him 
upon a matter of business in a way which sufficiently 
proves that he had found his poet-friend a serviceable ad- 
viser in these mundane affairs. His health was not robust; 
he had suffered from deafness for a while, bat recovered 
from this in his native air. He broke down when he tried 
to accompany Qrcaiy in that visit to the Lakes of which we 
have an interesting record. Tet he lived to the age of 
seventy-nine, and died suddenly then, having survived his 
friend twenty-three years, during which time he cherished 
his memory and preserved every memento of him with 
pride and affection. With a little more ambition on his 
own account, he might perhaps have won a place among 
those " Bomans," as Johnson called them, the long line of 
learned physicians who combined the love of their art with 
the love of letters — the quaint, delightful Browne of Nor- 
wich, Blackmore, writing to the rumbling of his coach's 
wheels, the well-natured Garth, the genial, witty, wise 
Arbuthnot, Armstrong, the friend of lliomson, Akenside, 
the abhorred of the Warburtonians, the two Heberdens, and 
Symonds of Clifton, friend of Sterling and father of the 
l^ented John Addington. This, however, is but a slender 
inference from his tastes and pursuits, for there is extant 
of his but one letter, cold and formal, addressed to Mason. 
Of all that he penned in the affectionate correspondence of 
so many years, not a trace is to be found except in Gray's 
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readies ; yet lie is, after aJl, the poet's beet bif^rapher, the 
man to whom be has unlocked bis heart witb tbe least re- 
serve. For us be is as a quiet prompter, or an unobtmsive 
gfuest who leads his shy companion on, and makes him 
speak out and reveal bis stores of observation, and traits of 
character not superficiaL He preserved his friend's remiuns, 
and did not mangle them, and his reward is that be has 
escaped all criticism, and earned the gratitude, quite un- 
alloyed, of every admirer of Gray. 
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GRAY'S LETTERS. 



OLVII. To L. BTOckelt.^ 

ii^ Qra.j Bends lua compUnieiits to M' Brocket.' Shall 

be extremely obliged to him, if he would make inquiry 

(when he has occasion to go into Trin: Library) after the 

following old English Books 

Paradise of dainty devices 1578 4*> & 15B5 



W. Webbe's DiBoourse of Engr Poetrie 1585 4" 

Fr: Mere's Wit's Commonwealth:' 1598 Lond: & 

1634 
Sam: Daniel's Mnaa, or Defence of Bbyme 1611 8™ 
Stephen Haves' Pastime of Pleasure 1555 4" 
Qawen Douglas' Palace of Honour 1533 London 1579 

Edinb: 

' Date oncertaia. Before the end of 1757, since Torriano was 
succeeded by W. Disney as Professor of Hebrew in that year. 
Tlus letter was first pnntod in " Gray and Six Friends," o. v. 
(Sect iy.). 

' Of Trinity. Tntor to Sir James Lowther ; Professor of His- 
tory at Camtnidge, 1762 ; supported the Earl of Sandwich in his 
candidature for the HiKh Stewardship of Camhridee, 1764. " Ou 
Sunday Brocket died of a fall from hia horse, drunk, I believe, as 
some say retaraing from Hiuchinbroke " [Lord Sandwich's place 
in Huntmcdonshire]. ''fay to Mason, Aug. 1, 1768. 

' PalladiB Tamia :— chiefly noteworthy, as containing that locut 
clasBicm about Shakespaare which makee mention of so muiy 
works accepted as his in 169S. (See Elze's " Ki^raphy of Shake- 
speue," translated by L. Doia Sehmitz, p^ SB8, or any Shake- 
speare text-book. ) 
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2 gra.t's lbttebs. 

Earl of Surrey's BcdeaiaBteB 1567 4," 

2* & 4" BooIm of the ^neid 1557 

12" 
Gascon's WorkH, 2 t: 4» 1577 <fc 1587. 

If they should not be in the Xabmrj, Itf Qra,j believes 
that Professor Torriano ' conid favour him vith a eight of 
some of them for a few daye. he will take all imaginable 
care of them. 

CLVm. To Mason. 

Jan. 3, 17S8. 
DXAB Mabon, 

A life spent out of the world has its hours of 
despondence, its inconveniences, its sufEeringB, as numerous 
and a« real (though not quite of the same sort) as a life 
spent in the midst of it. Tlie power we have, when we 
will exert it, over our own minds, joined to a little strength 
and consolation, nay, a little pride we catch from those 
that seem to love us, is our only support in either of these 
oonditions. I am sensible I cannot return to you so much 
of this assistance as I have received from you. I can only 
t«Il you that one who has tat more reason than you (I 
hope) will ever have to look on life with something worse 
than indifierence, is yet no enemy to it, and can look 
backward on many bitter moments paortly with satisfaction, 
and partly with patience, and forward too, on a scene not 
veiy promisii^, with some hope and some expectations of 
a better day. The conversation yon mention seems to me 
to have been in some measure the cause of your reflection. 
As you do not describe the manner (which is very essential, 
and yet cannot easily be described,) to be sure I can judge 
but veij imperfectly of it. But if (as you say) it ended 

' C. ToiriBiio was RegioB Professor of HebMw from 1753 to 
17B7. Ha was Foiirth Jnnior Optime in 1748, and became Fellow 
of Trinitj. lu the daya of Pepys (see Diary, January 30th, 16^9- 
60), there was a Gio. Torriano, M.A., in London, a teacher of 
Ituian, " who edited a new edition of Florio's Italian DicUonai^. 
Hia ' Piaua Universale di Proverbi Italian!,' published in 1666, la 
exceedingly rare, as the greater part of the impreedon was bnint 
in the Fire of London " ( Wheatley). Was this an ancestor t 
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yery amic&bly, Thy not take it as amicably? la most 
coHea I am a great friend to eelaireieaemetiU ; ' it is no 
pleasant task to enter npon them, therefore it is always 
some merit in the person who does so. I am in the dark 

too as to what yon have said of . To whom, where, 

before whom, how did it come ronud? for you certajnly 
would not do it indiscriminately, nor without a little re- 
serve. I do not mean on your own account (for he ia an 
object of contempt, that would naturally tempt any one to 
lai^h, or —— tiDMelf), but for the person's sake with 
whom you bo often are, who (merely &om his situation) 
most neither laugh nor - -■- Mmself, as you and I might 
do.' Who knows? any little imprudence (which it is so 
pleasant to indulge) might really be disagreeable in its 
consequences to him; for it would be said infallibly, 
though very unjustly, that you would not dare to take 
these liberties without private encoura^ment, at least, 
that he had no aversion to bear in secret what you ven- 
tured to say in public. You do not imagine that the 
world (which always concludes wrong about the motives 
of such minds as it has not been used to) will think you 
have any sentiments of your own ; and though you (if you 
thought it worth while) might wish to convince them of 
their mistake, yet you would not do it at the expense of 
another, especially of this other ; in short, I think (as far 
as I know) you have no reason from this to take any such 
resolution as you meditate. Make use of it in its season, 
as a relief from what is tiresome to you, but not as if it 
was in consequence of something you take ill ; on the con- 
trary, if such a conference had happened about the time 
of your transmigration, I would defer it, to avoid that 
appearance merely: for the frankness of this proceeding 
has to me an appearance of friendliness that one would by 
no means wish to suppress. 

I am ashamed not to have returned Mr. Hurd my 

1 So he had written to Walpole in 1747 (vol i, p- 181), in 

reference, I conjecture, to eoine misunderetandiDK with Ashton, 

and with some tdloBivenMH to hie own rupture and reeoudliation 

with bis correapondent. 

° It may be gnewed that this magnate was Lord Holdemesse, 
who might be compromiBed by an attack such aa Mason was inclined 
to make. 
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* GBAT'8 IiSTTEBS. 

th&nks for his book ; ' P'V ^ ^^ ^<^^ ""^ ^ ^^ dvilest 
maimer, ajid tell him I BoaU be here till AjurU, when 
I mtiBt go for a short time to town, but shall retora «g«ia 
hither. I rejoioe to heu he is again coming out, and had 
no notion of Lis being so ready for the press. 

I wrote to the man (aa you bid me), and had a second 
critidsm ; his name (for I desired to know it) ia Butler.* 
He is (he sajs) of the nvimber of those who live less con- 
tented than they ought, ia an independent indolence, can 
just afEord himself a horse for airings about Harewood 
Forest (the scene of Elfrida,) ' half a score new books in a 

' It appears by tlie datea of his life that Hoid printed in 1757 
hiB " Hemarka on Hnme'a Natural History of Reugion " ; or the 
book which he gave to Gray might be the new edition of Mh Com- 
mentary on Horace. — Mit/ord. 

" St* vol. i.,p. 371,n. 2. 

* In Mason's tragedy, Athelwold, sent by Edgar to report upon 
the beauty of Elfrida, iai[\a in love with her himself, and m&niee 
her, after reporting ill of her eharms to the King. Hia treachery 
is discovered by a sudden visit of the Kingto bis castle, and 
Edgar challenges and »laya him. There is a H&rewood in York- 
shire and a H&rewood in Herefordshire, both of which claim to be 
the scene of the death of Athelwold. William of Malmesbury, 
however, says it was at Wherwell ; bat one manuBcnpt adds, 
" which is called Harewood " (Freeman, " Old English History," 

6182, n.). Wherwell is fonr mites from Andover. 1 qnote from 
orton's "Topographical Dictionary "(IS33), vol. iii.,p. TS5, nnder 
Wher-well. In this parish is a veiy extensive wood, in a recess of 
which is a stone cross, with the following inscription on its base : 
"About the year of our Lord DCCCCLXIII, upon this s[K)t, 
beyond the time of memory called Dead Man's Flack, tradition 
reports that Edgar (snmamed the Peaceable), King of England, in 
the ardour of youth, love, and indignation, slew with his own 
hand his treacherons aod nngratefnl favonrite. Earl Athelwold, 
owner of Hm forest of Harewood, in resentment of the Earl's 
having beb«v»d the n^al confidence, and perfidiooHly married his 
intended brioe, the beauteous Elfrida, daughter of Ordgar, Earl 
of Devonshire, who afterwards became the wife of Edgar, and, by 
him, mother of King Ethelred II. Qneen Elfrida. alter Edgar's 
death, mnrdered his eldest son. King Edward the Martyr, to make 
way for her own, and founded the nunneiyof Wher-well." Mason 
knows that Elfnda is said to have fonnded a nunnery ; for with 
the announcement that she means to do so on the spot where h«r 
husband was slain, and with the dedication of herself and her 
chorus of maidens to the service of God, he concludes the play. 
Her marriage with Edgar and her murder of hia son he judicionsly 
ignores. See vol. i., p. 210, and note. 
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aeason, and good ptui; of half an acre of garden-groucd for 
honeysackles ftnd roses. Did 7011 know that Harewood 
waa near AndorerP I thiob that jou had aome friend in 
that neighhottrhood, — is it not Mr, Bourne ? howerer, do 
not inquire, for onr correspondence is to be a prcrfound 
secret. Adieu ! I am ever tmly yours, 

T. G- 



CLIX. Mason to Oray. 

Syou &i]],> Jon. 6, 1758. 

Dbas Ms. Gbat, 

I send you with your anonyuoua ' CriticiBmB the 
produce of ChriBtmas. But first, as to the Critidema. I 
think just as you do about them; yet I have so much 
eood-nature even for a critic, that I think I would write to 
him ; though on aecoud tboughta it scarce signifiea, when 
one reflecta what he has aaid about the famished ea^le.' 

ITow be it known unto you, I send you two Odes, one bo 
very ancient* that all the .^lolian lyres that ever aounded 
are mere things of yesterday in comparison. If you have 
a mind to trace my im^i^ery, yon wul find it all huddled 
together by Keyaler, in Ma " Antiquitates Selectte Septen- 
trionales et Celtics." ' The book I do not doubt is to be 

' Near Brentford, the residence oi Lord Holderneeae, since pulled 
down. — Mitford, 

'' Still anonymoni to Mason ; bnt Gray has already, we have 
seen, aneuthed the critic. 

» " Barf," 1. 38 ; 

"The famiah'd Eagle screams, and passes by." 
It IB possible that Mr. Bntler had qnestioned whether Snowdon 
bred eagles, and that the note which Gray gave at this place in 
1768 was added in consequence {Poents, Pitt Press, p. 211). See 
vol. i, p. 371, n. 2. The letter to Dodslej', there cll^, belongs to 
176S. Of coDiBe, however. Butter may have mistaken the drut of 
the e[>ithet " famish'd." See n. in Pitt Press ed., ad loc. 

* I infer from Gray's reply that this is one of the Choral songs 
in CaractocDS. The Elusion in "jUkilian lyres" is, of course, to 
the &rst line of the " Progress of Poe^." 

' Published at Hanover in 1728. See "Saxii Onomasb. Liter- 
arinm," vol. vi, p. 287 ; " Aeta Lipsiensia," 1721, April, p. 162. ~- 
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6 ((BAT'S LETTSB8. 

met witb at Cunteidge ; and if jou have not seen it you 
need only read hia secxmd chapter. Bat tell me, may tluB 
sort of unageiy be employed P will its bang Celtic make 
it DraidicalP If it wiU not, burn it; if it will, why 
scratch it ad libitwm, and send it me back as socm as 
possible. 

The ot]ier Ode is as modem as can be wished, and is 
that upon which I trust all my future fame will be 
founded. While Iiord Boliugbroke staads upon the same 
shelf with Malebranche and Locte, I have no fear but I 
shall squeeze myself between Soame Jenyns' and Lord 
Chestet^eld, and I swear I will not give the pot to Sir 
Charles Hanbury.' " Well, hut who is this Mr. Jolliffe ; 
and how came you acquainted with himP" Lord! you 
are not one of us ; you know nothing of life. Why, Mr. 
Jolliife is a bookseller's son in St. James's Street, who takes 
profiles with a candle better than any body. All White's ' 

' He has in mind sueli satires aa the " Modem Fine GentlemsD " 
and the "Modern Fine I*dy" of Soame Jenyns (seevoL i.,p.211, 
and n.). Of the verses of ChesterReld I suppose a collection had 
already been made (though Maty's edition of his Miacellaneons 
Works is dated 1774, the year after bis death). His style is in the 
same vein as Mason's verses here, bat more pointed. Compare his 
well-known lines on the fall-len^h picture of Beaa Naah, placed 
between the boats c^ Newton and Pope at Bath, and their epigram- 
matic ending 

" Wisdom and Wit are little seen. 
Bat Folly 's at full length." 

' Sir Charles Hanbory Williams, took the last name, aays 
Croker, " for a large estate in Monmonthahire, left to him by 
a godfather who was no relation." To this estate, we learn from 
the same anthority, he retreated to avoid the conseqoencea of 
lampooning Isabella, Duchess of Manchester, and her second hus- 
band the Irishman, Mr. Hnssey. Hanbory Williams wss a 
proUgt of Sir Sobert Walpole, and bitterly attacked Pnlteney, 
iMtA Bath. His pasquinades, vulw and peraonal, have h«en 
much overpraised, and he had a vilely bod ear. Perhsfts his best 
thinEwae nis satirical character of General Churchill — a veteian 
like Thackeray's Sir George Tnfto compoonded with Major Pmi- 
dennis. (See voL i., p. 180, n. 3.) 

" White's, in Bt. James's Street, was originally a Chooolate- 
Hoose, "established," says Mr. G. A. Aitken, "about 1698. It 
soon became a fashionabfe gamina-haose, or, as Swift says, ' the 
common rendesvoas of infamous harpers and noble cnlhes.' In 
the first number of 'The Tatler,' Steele annonncod that 'all 



„i7PcihyGt.)tj'^le 



MASON TO aSAT. 7 

ha.Ye aa>t to Mm,' not to mention Prince Edward.' At firet 
Ilia price was only half a crbwn, but it ie now raised to 
a crown, and he has literal!; got above a hundred ponnds 
by it. Betnm it with the other Ode, and be sure let 
nobody see it, except Mr. Brown. 

I cannot finish my letter without telling yon an excellent 
story of Fobus.' Chi the death of the h^nreat. Lord Bar- 

accoiutB of gaUantoy, pleasure, ADd entertainment Bhall be under 
the article of White's Chocolate Honse.' The honae was burnt 
down in 1733, and when rabnilt it became a dub." There was an 
Old and a Yonne Club at White's, and it retained its character 
for high play. John Chnta, whom Horace Walpole dubbed his 
"Strawb^ry king-at-arms," invented a bnmorous blt^n for it, 
the sapporters being an old knave of clubs on the dexter ; a 
young Imave on the sinister aide, both accoutred proper ; the crest 
an arm shaldnK a dice-bos ; the motto, ' Cogit amor nummi ' ; tJie 
arms encircled l>y a claret bottle ticket, by way of order. 

' They were in the same street. 

' Brother of the Prince of Wales, afterwards Geoi^ III. Prince 
Edward became (1760) Doke of York, and died in 1769. He had 
been, according to WaIpole{1751), "a vwy plain boy, with Strang 
loose eyes "— ^but an er&arU terrible. This was in the year of hu 
father's (Frederick's) death. In 1757 he had "got his liberty," 
Sim Walpole, " and seems dispceed to use iV' Hence much 
Walpolian gcasip about him. In July of this year (1768) he 
served as a volnnteer under Howe in the Essex, taking part in the 
expedition against Cherbon^, and the disaatrous buainees of St. 
Maloea. The next year he wanted t« serve under Wolfe at 
Quebec, but was refosed. 

' Gray writes of Lord Radnor, " he ia a simple old PAobos " 
(vol. i., p. 249). His spelling seems to suggest the derivation 
ad^oc, terror, fright, or bore (see vol. i., p. iiSS, and n. 2). Smol- 
lett's " Adventures of an Atom " (1769), a very coarse Rabelaisian 
squib, wherein England is Japan, France CMna, etc., bnrlesquee 
under aaanmed names, all the politiciana, and all the political 
history of their time ; especially ndicoling Newcastle " the cnbiY," 
his penonal peculiarities, bis oETosiTe garrulity, his ignorance, hia 
wonder and delist at discovering that Cape Breton (called Qua- 
chu) was an ialwd, etc. 

" To all and several he promised his best offices, and confirmed 
these promiaes with oaths and protestationa. One he shook by the 
hand ; another he busged ; a third he kissed on both sidee the 
face ; with a fourth he whispered ; a fifth he honoured with a 
familiar horse-laugh. He never had courage to refuse that which 
he conld not poedbly grant ; and ac last his tongue actually forgot 
how to pronounce the negative particle ; but as in the Eufmah 
language two Degatives amount to an affirmative, five hundred 
affirmatives in his mouth did not altogether destroy the efficacy of 
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ringtiiHi* told him he was Ytaj. glad to find that I ma not 
to Bocceed, because it would' be a Bluune to employ me in 
writing auch stuff as birth-day odea. Fobna said he did 
not know me. Lord B. itt^c^d, and told him he wondered 
at that, " for that he ofail people ought to know me." 
8tiU Fobns was ignorant ; in diort. Lord B. was oUiged to 
rattle the Installation Ode ' in his ears before Fobus would 
own to the least bit of rem^nbrance. 

Pray tell this sttny to every body, it is matter ot £act, 
and I think to both onr credits. 

Adiea! I would give alt I am worth, that is to say, 
Caractaons and my Ode to Hr. Jolliffe, to see an Ode to the 
Eii^ of Prussia ay yonr hand. He has certainly taken 
Breslan, and in it 14 general officers and 10,000 prisoners.* 
Toors sincerely. 
To Mr. Jolliffe (who cuts ont likenesses from the ehadow 
at White's) : 

« Ok thon that on the walls of White's, 

The temple of virtil. 
Of dnkes and eorls, and lords and knighta, 
Portray'at the features tniB I 



simple negation. A promise five hundred timM repeated, and at 
every repetition confirmed by sji oath, bnrriy amonnted to a com- 
pntaUe chanee of performanoe " (Smollett, I. e.). 

> 8eevoL L, p. 363, n. 1. 

' See voL L, p. 201, n. 3. 

he fWud in the first editio] 
note npon it in the edition of 1811, says that it was inserted in 
1797, beoanse " it had appealed in some Miscetlaneous Collections 
ot PoMry." There was, I believe, an edition of Mason's poems in 
1764, in which it did not uipear ; and it is noteworthy, that in 
1762 Newcastle had retired from power. 

* ImmediaMy after the battle of Lenthen {Lissa), "the most 
complete of all Frederick's victories with 30,000 arainst SO.OOO 
mm," he laid siege to Breslan, which, after nine oayp, had to 
ca^tulate. OnDeoemberl9th,17OT,Frederickwn>tetoI>'Argeua: 
" we have got here from foorteea to fifteen thousand prisoners ; 
BO that, in all [he indndee lua captives from Lmthen] I have 
abont twenty-three tiionsand of the Queen's tnx^ in my hands, 
fifteen generals, and above seven hnndied offictts. Tis a plastM 
on my wonnds, bat it is far enough from healing them " (Carlyle's 
"Frederick the Great," vol. viL. ciup. x., ad fai. The "Pot- 
tery-ApoUkeoeis of Frederick," there cammemwated, testifies to 
his popnlaritjr in England at tlie time.) * 
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Bail, f oitBder of the Bntiah iohool 1 

No ftide bom scienoe eleaninK > 
Let Beynolds ' blush, iaeal fool. 

Who givea tua j^turM mMoing ; 
Of laate or uAnuen let him dieam. 

With all hia art and care. 
He can but ebow ns what men wem. 

You Bhow us what they are. 
Let connoisaenrH of colouring talk. 

It looks at beet but skin ; 
You, Jolliffa, at one maater'Btroke, 

Display the void within. 
Come, Bob,' and ope the clnb-room door. 

And let the Mnsee follow ; 



' Reynolds at this date had been in Ensland between four and 
fire years since hia retnm from Italy, and had painted, I think, 
Mason's Lord Holdemesae and both the GunninKs, besides Lady 
Cftthcftrt and her Danghtor, Lady Elizabeth Montague, George, 
Earl of Warwick, and the Countess of Hyndford. It has been 
said that " his paintinf;-room was thronged with the wealth and 
fashion of London, ' with women who wished to be truiemitted as 
angels, and with men who wished to appear as heroes and philo- 
sophers.'" The " HoldaraeaBfl " of Reynolds—an extremely vapid 
face — came, I think, into Mason's paaseBsioa — at any_ rate, into 
that of Alderson, his snccessor at Aston. Reynolds painted, also, 
but probably after the date of this letter. Mason's pratroit, now at 
Pembroke, Cambridge. 

' ArthoT, whose name still survives in Arthnr's Club House, 
was Master of White's Chocolate Honse at this time, and " Bob" 
was waiter. But Arthur died in June, 1761, and in the following 
October, ' ' Bob " married his only daughter, and became proprietor 
of White's. In 1763 he quitted husiuesa entirely, having let the 
hoose to a Mr. Chambers, a relative. "Bob"' is Mr. Robert 
Haokreth (sometimes spelt Macreath). Walpole writes to Mason, 
1774: "Bob, formerly a waiter at White's, was set up by my 
nephew [Lord Orfordffor two boroughs, and actually is returned 
for Castle Rising with Mr. Wedderbnm : 

" ' aervns cnrru portatnr eodem.' 
". . . For my part, wait«r for waiter, I see little difference j they 
are all equally ready to cry, ' Coming, coming, sir ! '" The same 
authority declares that Lord Orfotd hrouKht Bob in for Castle 
Risine hecaase he had borrowed mimey of him, though he pre- 
tended that tike borrower was his mother, the Dowager Lady 
Oif ord. A speech made by the " new senator " had been attributed 
to the piomptiDg of Walpole, mneh to his disgnst — for he would 
not be mixed up in the akahbv tnudness ; the good things in the 
said speech were jests, already stale, of George Selwyn's. He 
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grit's letters. 

ByGod, they'll lay yon rii to faai. 

They gums each fitce all hollow. 
' Well, who is this T ' ' Thia sail'd with Byng, 

Minoroa'B sieee to raise ; 
This for anrreDdering gain'd « string ; ' 

This eat thegrapm of Aix ; * 
These did to Nova Scotia go, 

Cape Breton's ' ftn^ to sack. 



says, too, that MAckretb bowed to scandal, and sold, rather than 
gave np, the seat. "Bob" subsequently achieved knighthood. 
Sir Thomas Rnmbold, the cormpt nabob, had also heen a waiter 
at White's, under " Bob " : whence the epigram ; 

" When Macreath served in Arthnr's orew, 

' He said to Rnrabold, ' Black my shoe ' ; 

To which he answered, ' Aye, Bob.' 

But when retnm'd from India's land. 

And grown too proad to brook command. 

He sternly answered, ' Nay, Bob. ' " 

(Partly MUfiM^.) 

' Hon than one person is hit in the references to Byngand Aix, 
bnt here old General Blakeney is meant, who defended the for- 
tress of St. Philip, at Port Mabon in Minorca, as long aa he coold, 
after Bjng had failed to relieve him. Walpole wntes to Mann, 
November 29th, 1756 : " The King, of his own motion, has ^ven 
a red rUtand and an Irish barony to old Blakeaey, who baa oeen 
at court in a hackney coach with a foot soldier b^iind it. As he 
has not only lost his government, but as he was bed-rid while It 
was losing, these honours are a little ridiculed : we have too many 
governors that will expect titles, if losses are pretensions t " 

' See voL i., p. 369, n. 4. These grapes seem to have been & 
topic of derision at the time, for Smollett, in his bnrlesqne acconnt 
ofthe espedltion against Rochefort, says : " The commander . . . 
disembarked upon a desolate island, demolished an unfinished 
cottage, andbron^t away a few bunches of wild grapes" ("Ad- 
ventures of an Atom "}. 

' Walpole to Mann, Sept. 3, 17fi7 : " We had a torrent of 
bad news yesterday from America. Lord London has fonnd an 
army of twenty-one thousand French, gives over the design on 
Louisboorg (chief place in the I. of Cape Breton], and retires to 
Halifax [Nova Scotia]. Admiral Holbonm writes, that they have 
nineteen ships to his seventeen, and he cannot attack them. It is 
time for Bo^aud to slip her own caUes, and float away into some 
" Cf. Chesterfield to his son, Sep. 80, 17S7: 



unknown ocean." 
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And (Bpite of French and Indian * foe), 

Safe Drought their ehadows back.' 
Oh, Jolliffe 1 may the historic sage 

Thy art and jndgineot steal. 
And when he draws the present age. 

Still sketch it in profile. 
Or since an honest hand wonld hate 

Fictitions lights to spread, 
Let him revere Britannia's fete, 

And throw it all in shade. " ' 



ing to the new sea ^uase, which was unknown to Blake I I 
hear that letters have been sent to botii, with very severe repri- 
mands." 

' The French were claiming the whole territory west of the 
Alleghaniea, and the Indian tribes from Canada as far aa the 
Misaissippi were in the main on their side. The value of this enp- 
port had been terribly demonstrated in the disaster to Braddock s 
fOTce in 1755, which, with complete n^ect of scouting, fell into 
an ambuscade of Indians in a valley between two woods within 
ten miles of Fort Dnqnesne, which the English were nlarching to 
attack. The Indians picked off the officers ; Braddock hiuuelf 
was mortally wounded ; half his troops Hed in confnsion ; the ar- 
tillery was lost ; almoeCr all the rest of the force perished noder 
the »calping-knife. An object-leaeon set ns nearly a century and 
a half ago, and even now (1900) imperfectly learnt. (See vol. i., 
p. 126, n. 2, and Thackeray's "Virginians.") 

' I do not know that these lines were ever printed, before they 
appeared in Mitford's "Correspondence of Gray and Mason, 
lliey are to be found in Mitford's Note-Books, Brit. Museum 
(32,561; 32,662, Add. MSS.), voL iii., p. 184, with slight varia- 
tiouB from the above text. I give them, however, as he printed 
them, with one exception ; itisSearfromGray'sreply that Mason 
first wrote : " It looks " in L 14. He subetitntea, according to 
Mitford, " What is it, at the best, but skin " — all out of metre. 
If I copied Mitford correctly, the suggestion of Gray^ on the first 
stanza was adopted in Mason's MS. Mitford's MS. gives " Pour- 
tray'st." In II. 15, 16, the same MS. gives, "You . . , Dis- 
play'st" — which, in view of Grtre's previous correction, looks 
Masonian. Inl. 17, the same MS. hu "the BfuMc room door," 
which is better than the print«d text. In I. S9, I found, " 

.InlliffB tliA hiatnrinn UUFD " anil in 1 3^ " RIib)I » fnr "Stfill " — t.hn 
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CLX. To Mason. 

Jan. 13, I7SS. 
Dbab Mabos, 

Why you make no more of writing an Ode, and 
throwing it into the fire, than of buckling and nnbncklii^ 
your shoe. I have never read EeyaWB ' boob, nor yon 
neither, I believe ; if you had taken that paina, I am per- 
suaded you would have seen that his Celtic and his sep- 
tentrional antiquitiee are two things entirely distinct. 
There are, indeed, some learned persons who have taken 
~ pains to confound what Ceeear and Tacitus have taken 
pains to separate, the old Druidical or Celtic belief, and 
that of the old Germans, but nobody has been so learoed 
as to mix the Celtic religion witb that of the Goths. 
Why, Woden himself is supposed not to have been older 
than Julius Ceesar; but let him have lived when he 
pleases, it is certain that neither he nor his Talhalla were 
heard of tUl many a^es aftor. This is the doctrine of tiie 
Scalds, not of tbe Bards ; these are the songs of Hengist 
and Horsa, a modem new-fangled belief in comparison of 
that which you ought to posseas. After all, I shall be 
sorry to have so many good verses and good chimteros 
thrown away. Might we not be permitted (m that scarcity 
of Celtic ideas we labour under) to adopt some of these 
foreign whimsies, dropping however all mention of Woden 
and his Talkhyrian ' vii^^ins, &c. ? To settle this scruple 
of conscience, I must refer you to Dr. Warburton : if 
thia should be bis opinion (which I doubt), then I go on 
to tell you (first premising that a dirge is always a funeral 
service sung over persons already dead,) that I would have 
something striking and nncommon in the measures, the 
rhythm, and tiie expression of this Chorus ; the two former 

' See Hmou's letter of Janoary 5. 

' From this and other referencee in this letter we see that Gray 
had already begun the stadiea which resnlted in " Fatal Sisters 
and "^e Deecent of Odin," written in 1761 and published in 
1768. 

' It will be wen later on that Mason was in correepondenee with 
WarbojTton for tJie antiqnitdes of " Cuactaana" 
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TO M&SON. 18 

are not remarkoUe here, and the third is wi little anti- 
quated, that "mnrky"' and "dank" look like two old -. 
maida of kononr ^t into a (drcle of fleering girk and boys. ' 
Now for particul^. 1 like the first stanza ; the im^e of 
Death in anoa is yotj fine and gallant, bat I banish "free- 
bom train," and "gl<«7 and luxory" here (not the ideas, 
but the words), and " liberty and freedom's cause," and 
aereral small epithets throughout. I do not see how one 
person can Hft the voice of another person.* The imageiy 
of the second stanza too is ezoelkut. A dragon peeke / * ^ 
why a coek-sparrow might do as much: in short, I am 
pleased with the GK>tluo Elysium. Do not think I am 
ignorant about either that, or the heU before, or the 
twiligM.* I have been there, and have seen it all in 
Mallet's Introduction to the History of Denmark (it is in 
French)," and many other places. "Now they charge," 
&e. looks as if the coursers rode upon the men. A ghost 
does not fall These are all my little objections, but I 
have a greater. Extreme conciseness of expression, yet \\ 

' No doubt the thing here criticised is the embryo of that chorus 
(which Hason, it seeniB, wanted to call a Db^), now bqi;in- 
ning: 

" Hark t beard ye not you footstep dread I " 

of which Gray makes honourable meudon (ed. 1768) in a note 
on 1. Ill of " ProgreaB of Poe^." I think that the line in 
whicji " mniky " stood, ia now : " Down to thoae dwrktome dens, 
where Rome's pale spectres lie " ; three lines after which we still 

" And on the bank 

To willows dank. 

The ehiv'ring ghoets are bound." 

" None of the thiaes here expresBly censured wore retained. 

' I cannot trace the pecking dragon, whom Mason probably 
sacrificed. The Gothic Elysium, also, in spite of Gray's toleration 
of it, seems to have dropped out, when Mason loomt to distingnish 
between Goths and Celts. 

* See the "Descent uf Odin" in Gray's poems, Pitt Press ed., 
luid not«s there, csp. on 1. 4 and ad Jin. 

I "Mallet," says Percy, in hia Preface to tha English Tranela- 
tiou of 1770, " had a share in the education oS that amiable Prince, 
Christian VII., King of Denmark. Dorii^ his reudence in the 
North, he was engaged by the late king, E^deriok V., to write a 
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i pare, pemnctious, and mnaical,' is one of the grand 
' DMUtke of Ijric poetry; this I have always umed at, and 
oerer conld attain ; the neceeaity <£ rh3nning U one great 
obstacle to it: anotlier and perhaps a stronger is, that 
way you have chosen of casting down yonr first ideas 
carelessly and B.t large, and then clipping them here and 
I there, and forming ttwm at leiaure ; this method, after 
: all posaible paine, will leave behind it in some places a 
I laxily, a diffiieeneas ; the frame of a thooght (otherwise 
! well invented, well turned, and well plwsed) ia often 
' weakened by it. Do I talk nonsense, or do you under- 
stand meP I am persuaded what I say is true in my 
head, whatever it may be in prose, — ^for I do not pretend 
to write prose. 

I am extremely pleaaed with your fashionable Ode, and 
hare nothing to find fanlt there, only you must say " por- 
tray'st" in the first stanza; tund "it looks at best but 
atdn," in the fourth, is not right. I hare obserred your 
(vders, bat I want to shew it ererrbody. Pray tell me 
when I may hare the credit of doing so. I have never 
seen a mettier modernism: let it b« seen while it is 
warm. Ton are in the road to fame; bnt do not tell 
your name at first, whatever yon may venture to do after* 
wards. 

Fobua is a treat ; desire Lord Holderneese to kiss him 
on both ears for me. I forgive Lord B.' for taking the 
Tudors for the Beatoratiott. Adieu, dear Uason, and re- 
member me ; and remember too that I have neiUier com- 
pany, nor pleasure, nor spirits here, and that a letter from 
you stands iu all the place of all these. Adieu ! 

history of Denmarlc in the Frenoh language. By way of introdnc- 
tion to that history he drew up tbeae two prefatory volumes, the 
merit of which btm long been acknowledged io most parta of 



after Hilton's description of poetry " simple 



Emope." 

■ Fhiasedi 
and Msdonate" ("Tractate of £dncation "). 

* Banington. See vol. i., p. 353, d. 1. Either Barrington made 
two nustakes about " The B«rd," or was not the peer who thonffat 
the last etaqia related to Charles I. and Oliver Cromwell. But 
cf. letters to Whart«n, August 17th, 1757, and September 6th, 
1767 (pp. 345 and 353, vol. L). Perhaps Gray heard at first a 
wrong version of the blander. 
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TO MASON. IS 

So yon have christened Jii. Dayrolles' ' child,* and my 
Lady Y.* they say. Ohl brave Dapp/ how comes he to 
be tiie Chancellor of the Exchequer ? What is going to 
be now? 

' Salomon Dayrolles was the n«pliew and heir of Jacques Day- 
rollee, a goitleinaii, it is enpposed, of French extraction, who m 
1730 was King's Eesident at the Hwie, and whom Cheaterfield, 
as ambaBBodor there, fonnd a yalnable aiiBiHtant. Jaeqaes died in 
1739, and in 1747 Cheatorfield obtained the some poet for Solomon. 
He was afterwarde minister at Bmssels, but for many years before 
his death redded in England— at Heidey Park, near Guildford. 
On the appoinbnent of 1747, Walpole wrote to Mann (Resident at 
Florence): 

" I have no otiier event to tell yon, bnt the promotion of a new 
brother of yours. I condole with yoo, for they have literally sent 
one DayroUeB resident to Holland, under Lord Sandwich 

" ' Mimum partes tractare secnndas.' 

TMb curiouB minister has always been a led-captain to the Dukes 
of Grsiton and Richmond ; used to be sent to anotions for them, 
and to walk in the Park with their daughters, and once went dry- 
nurse to Holland with them. He has belonged, too, a great deal 
to my Lord Chesterfield, to whom, I believe, he owes this new 
honour ; as he had before made him a black-rod in Ireland, and 
gave the ingenions reason, that be had a black face " (May ItKh). 

' Chestemeld wrote to Dayrolles from Bath, December 10th, 
1757 ; " I pass over lightly the arrival of the young lady to con- 
gratulate yon very heartire upon Mrs. DayToUes' recovery from 
ptun and danger." Dayrolles was in town at this date, as la clear 
from Chesterfield's correspondence. Either this ' ' young lady " or 
a sister eloped with the son of " Leonidaa " Glover in 1777. (See 
Walpole to Mason, February 27th of that year.) Mitford says : 
"From a MS. memorandum of Horace Walpole's relating to 
Mr. Dayrolles, 1 find that some scandal existM with regara to 
Mr. Stcmhope [Chesterfield's eon) to whom he was gentleman at 
the Hague, and to which Gray silently pointed in hb mention of 
fSr. Dayrolles' child. " Gray has certainly contrived to point tery 
silently, if he alludes to this. 

' May stand for Yarmonth (the Wtdmoden : see vol. L, p. 12, 
n. )) or Yarmonth's. ! do not understand Gray. If her chUd is 
meant it cam hardly be " Master Lonis," generally supposed to be 
her son by George IL As far back as 1744 he conid walk and 
talk. 

* Thomas Henry, Viscount Dnpplin, afterwards Earl of Kinnonl 
[this year, Vim—M^fbrd. The fomily name was Hay. He was 
a favonrita at Conrt In 1755 he was made Joint-Paymaster with 
Lord Darlington. He belonged to the Newcastle faction, and in 
17n had declined to be Chancellor of the Exchequer. 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



16 qka.t's lbttbbs. 

CIiXI. Mason to Qray. 

Jan. 16, 1768. 
DsAM Sib, 

I believe you are c[uit« right, as 70U alwajrs are 
in theae matters. But it is a little hard upon my no- 
reading to believe I have not read Keyaler. I have, 
I aaoure you, and he led me into the mietake. He has a 
chapter on the notiona the northern nations hod of a future 
state. First of all, he talks of the " Metempaychosis," 
which everybody allows Druidicttl' (except Pelloutier),* 
and then aays, " nil qui sine animarum tranamiffratione 
aliam post obitum vit&m anperesse atotaebant, daplices 
primo animamm aedea fadebant. Alius enim status erat 
eorum ante crepusculum deorum. aUus post illud." And 
then goes on to describe his " Hell," and his " Valhalla." 
But &r William Temple set me right about the low date ' 
of theae ideas, before I received yours ; I have therefore 
laid aaide the Ode, and shall make no use of it at all, 
except perh^s the image of the " armed Death," which is 
my own, and neither Scaldic nor Bunic. And as to this 
nasty Gterman, Keyaler, who led me to take all this trouble, 
I will never open him again. The fool was a Fellow of 
the Boyal Society — what could one e^iect better from 
him ? But, after all, I do wish indeed that theae Odea 



and the »ame people ; and in ui aatiqnity far mo 
conceived, this was probably the case. Bnt it ia no true inference 
from hia words liere that we may attribDt« to the Dniida tite 
Notse Uela and Valh&lla. 

' " ' Eistoire dea Celtee et particnlibrement dea Ganlois et dee 
Oermuns, &c., par M. Simon Pellontier. Haye, 1760. 2 torn, 
12mo.' This learned writer, who is a Proteatant minister, conn- 
aellor of the consistory, and librarian to the academy at Berlin, ia 
descended from a family originally of Langnedoc, and was horn at 
Leipaic, October 27th, 1694, O. a*' Pereu (1770). 

' Temple, adopting the opinion that Odin was a leader, subse- 
qnently deified, who "led aawannof the Geteo, nnder the name (rf 
Goths, from the Asiatic Scythia into the farthest north-west parts 
of Enrope," believes " that this expedition may have been made 
two thousand years ago or Ihereaborits" ("Or Heroic VirtM," 
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were all of them fioished ; and yet, by what you talk of 
" measure, and rhythm, and eipressioo," I think I shall 
never be able to finish them, — nerer certainly at all if I 
am not to throw out my ideas at lai^ ; so, whether I am 
right or wrong, I must have my way in that : therefore 
talk no more about it. Well, you like my other Ode, how- 
ever, so ril turn wit; though that, according to Pope's 
gradation to plain fool,' should have come before poetiy. 
HowcTer, as times go, it is well it comes anyhow. Bat 
hold, I cannot part with " poetry " till it has served me a 
few friendly turns ; and when it has done that it may go 
to Fobus, if it pleases, or to the devil One of these 
friendly turns it has done already, and vou will have it 
inclosed, if my excellent Fraser transcribes' it in time. 
Let me have your strictures speedily, because I want to 
send it to Wood.* Take notice, the lines descriptive of his 
garden * are strictly pecnliar, and Whitehead,' who has seen 
the place, teUs me they are the very thing : nothing can be 
conceived so flowery, so fragrant, and so shady as the 
for^TOund, nothing more extensive and riant tban the 
offsets. Yet I cannot let this Elegy come to you without 

■ " Some have At first for wits, then poeta paaa'd, 
Toru'd critics neit, and proved pfeitn/oeJ* at Uut." 

Pope's Easay on Criticism, i., IL 36, 37. 

» Cf. vol. i, p. 260, n. 2. 

' See vol. L , p. 319, n. 4. Mitf ord here adds that Wood wm the 
author of an Eesay on Homer, pnblisbed after his death b; Jacob 
Brysut. Also of a work on the Troad, of which there were onljr 

* In Haaon's Elegy, " Written in the Garden of a Friend." — 
Mitfbrd. 

' William Whitehead, the new Poet Lanreate (L707)— see vol. L, 
p. 134, n. 3 and Index. He was at St. John's, Cambridge, with 

" How well does Mem'iv note the golden day, 
What time, reclined in MarKsret'a atadiona glade. 
My miroic reed first toned the Dorian lay. 
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18 geat's letters. 

begging that, as you are atont, you will be merdfnl to it. 
for I feel for it, eomehow, as if it wae a favourite child ; 
and I will give you a hundred Druidical Odes to bum in 
your criticu coutasue, if you will let it live. Lord ! I know 
nothing of Dupp.'s b^g ibade Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, unless It is a thing of course after he is made 
Becorder of Cambridge. Sure you had your intelligence 
from Mr. Alderman Marshall. X>o not believe a word what 
the papers tell you, that the child's ' name was Mary, — 
'twas Concubinage ; and Dr. Shebbeare ' is to teach it its 



Pray, Mr. Gray, why won't you make your Muse do 
now and then a friendly turn? An idle slut as she is ! if 
she was to throw out her ideas never so carelessly it would 
satisfy some folks that I know, but I won't name names, 
and therefore I won't sign all the nonsense I have 
written. 

Do you know if Pelloutier ever published a third volume ' 
of his " Histoire dee Cettes i* " Dr. W. has only sent me 
two, and I find the third was to contain their ceremonials, 
which is all I want 

' An obBcnre jest ; see pree. letter ; in the mention of Dr. Sheb- 
beeu« there may lie a hint of Tory infinencee in the Conrt 

' Famous now for hAviiig been penmoned b^ Geor^ III. at the 
game time with Johnson, on which occasion it was said that the 
king had pensioned both a Be-bear and a SA<-bear. But at this 
dat«, Shebbeare, whom Walpole described to Mann (May 5th, '57) 
as a broken Jacobite physician, was making a bid for the pillory, 
and soon achieved that distinction, being sentenced in this year, , 
1758, by Lord Mansfield, for the Sixth of his Letters to the 
People of England. He had previonsly written " Letters on the 
English Nation," nnder the name of Battista Angeloni, a Jesuit 
(17{>5). It is characteristic of the temper of the times that the 
under-sheriff was prosecuted for letting Snebbeare stand on instead 
of «n the pillory. Mason, in the " Heroick Epistle to Sir William 
Chambers," links the names of Shebbeare and Johnson together as 
sharers in the bvours of George III. : 

' ' Witness, ye chosen train. 
Who bnathe the sweets of his Saturnian redgn : 
Witness, ye Hills, ye Johntotu, Scots, Shebbeara 
Hark to my call, for some of yon have ears." 
' There was an edition, Mitford tell us, in 2 vols., 4to, poblished 
in 1771 ; whether it contained more than the edition <^ 1760, 1 do 
not know. 
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Prav direct me to the pasaa^ I have seen BOii]«vfaere, 
like tnia, "Bst genns bominiim tun nmbratile," &c.* I 
fancy it wonld make a, good motto. If not, " Locne est et 
pluribne nmbris," ' ia no bad one. 



CLXII. To Maton. 

Sonday, Jan. . .,' 1788. 
Dbah Uabon 

I em almost blind with a great cold, and should 
not have written to yon to-day if you did not hnrry me to 
send back this Elegy. My advices are always at your ser- 
vice to take or to refuse, therefore you shonld not call 
them severe. Tou know I do not love, much less pique 
myself, on criticism, and think even a bad verse as good a 1 
thing or better thajn the best observation that ever was ] - 
made upon it. I like greatly what you have now sent me, 
particuurly the spirit and sentiment of it; the disposition 
of the whole too is natural and el^iac. As to the expres- 
sion, I wonld venture to s^ (did you not forbid me) that 
it is sometimes too easy. The last line I protest against.* 
This, yon will say, is worse than blotting out niymes. 
The descriptive part is excellent, yet I am sorry for i 
the name of Gutthorpe.' I had rather Yertumnus and ' 

' Thoi^h Cicero more than once allndea to the "FtAiiunbratiliB 
et delicata" {Tnsc. li. II), and other aathore have the same 
or eimilar expresaioiiB, I do not know where the exact sentence 
which Maeon gives is to be fonnd. — Milord. 



letter ; bnt &b it wee on a Sunday subsequent to the 16th, it mnet 
have been eiUier on the 22nd or the 29th— most probably the former. 
—MUford. 

* It is now (whether corrected or not) : 

' ' To tread through age the foot«rtep« of thy youth. " 

' He is baniahed. Wordsworth, with hia "Jottts who from 
Catais," and "Spade witii which Willanton" ete., had no BDch 
B<!niple. Bnt SQch sounds were less strange m his dmpler diction 
than in the more ambitions mannei' of an earlier date. " Has any 
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Flora ' did not appear in person. The word " lopt " " Boonds 
like a former, or a man of taste. " A mountain hoar, the 
uBav^e," ' Ac is a very good line ; vet I always doubt if 
this un^rammatical construction be allowable ; in common 
speech it is usual, but not in writing even prose ; and I 
think Milton (though hard pressed by his short metre in 
the PenseroBo) yet finds a way to bring in his ihai't, his 
w&o'a, and his wftwA'*,' 'Tair unfold the wide-spread," 

one," aska Matthew Arnold, in the immortal passage □pon 
Wr«gg,_ " reflected what a touch of groesnesa in oar race, what 
an original shortcoming in the more delicate Bpiritnal perceptions, 
ie shown by the natural growth Bmonget ns of such hideoni 
— Higginbottom, Stiggins, Bneg I In Ionia ar'' **•*— *'■ 
luckier in this respect thui ' ^ best race in 
Ilissns there was no Wragg, poor thing ! " If we cannot speak of 
some English namee in prose without a shudder, it follows that 
they do not always lend themselves to poetry. Even Pope suffers 
when he writes ; 

" It brighten'd Cragg^t, and may darken thine." 



" He ptereeei th'oppoaing oaks luxuriant shade. " 

' I haTe restored what it is certain Gray wrote. For Mason's 
original line was no doubt : 

"A monntiun hoar, the savage peak snrrounds." 

Gray objects to the ellipse of the relative and eonseqnently Mason's 
text now has : 

" A mountain hoar, that yon wild peak," etc. 

' Shakespeare, on the other hand, was a great offender in this 
respect ; this ellipse is the clue to several difficulties in the 
interpretation of his text ; and his powerful example has, perhaps, 
helped to ingrain in oar literature, an aBOge which it might be hard 
to find in any other. Gray, I think, unaerratfn ite prevalence in 

Erose; it haa made inroads there among good writers long before 
is day. For instance, I have noted m Clarendon, " History of 
the RebellioD," book iy^ " to those considerations he proposed : " 
" all those monatrons efrecta we have seen," and I daresay be has 



„i7PcihyGt.)tj'^le 



TO KABOS, 21 

&0. ; " tail," IB weakly, " -wide-apread " is contained in 
" unfold." S^ " amber mead," I understand tbe yellow 
gleam of a meadow covered with marsh-marigolds and 
buttwAowers, — is it not soP' the two first Unes (tbe 
second especially) I do not admire.' I read, " Did Fancy 
wake not — refuse one Totive strain;"* yon will aak me 
whyP I do not know. As to voUve, it is like delegated, 
one of the words you Ioto.' I also read, " How well does 
Memory," ' Ac. — for the same no reason. " It all was 
his," ' &c. I like tbe sense, bnt it is not sufficiently dear. 
As to the versification, do not you perceive that yon make 
tjie pause on the fourth syllable' in almost every other 
line? 
Now I desire yon would neither think me severe, nor at 

Compare Addison's notowortliy remark, ITU, 
^ ."No, 136. "There is another purtieular in our lanpispe 

which is a great instance of our fragalit; of words, and that is the 
anppreBsing of several particles, which m/utf be produced in other 
fon^WM to mixke a sentence intdligihle: this often perplexes the 
best writers, when the; find the relatiTes whom, v>kteh, or they at 
th^ mercy, whether they may have admission or not ; and wilt 
never be decided till vie have something like an aeademy, that by 
ike bett aiOhoritiea and ruie* drawnjrom <Ae anofo^ry oflangvagea 
thaU eettle aU eontrovertiet between grammar atid idtom," 
' The line criticised was probahly — 

" And^ir nnfi/ld the wide-spread amber mead." 
It now is: 

" Nor pe3 the glories of tbe golden lae^d." 

* They now are (whatever they were) : 

" While o'er my head this laurel-woven bower, 
Ita arch ot glittering verdure wildly flings." 
^ Frasent text (U. 3, 4) : 

" Can fancy alnmber ? can the tnnefnl power 
That roles my lyre, neglect her wonted stoinga ! " 

* In consequence of this banter. Mason, we see, rejects votive. 
' " How well does Mem'ry note the golden day," etc 

' Perhaps Uie sense is now given in the line : 

"And, t&ongh he might commend, he shifted Fame." 
'' I believe this fault still remains ; it is evidence of the accnrocy 
of Gray's ear that he has detected it. 
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ail reg&rd wh&t I say any further than it coinoideB with 
TOUT own judgment ; for Uie child deserreB your partiality ; 
It is a healthy well-iaade boy, with an iDgenaous connten- 
anoe, and promisea to live long. I would only wash its 

[face, dress it a little, make it w^k upright and strong, and 

I keep it from learning paw ' words. 

I never saw more than two volumes of Felloutier, and 
repent that 1 ever read them. He is an idle man of some 
learning, who would make all the world Celts whether 
they will or no.^ Iioeua ett et plwrdnu vmlms, is a very 
good motto ; you need look no farther. I cannot find the 
other passage, nor look for it with these eyes. Adieu! 
dear Mason, I am most sinc^^ly yours. 
You won't find me a place like Mr. Wood's. 



CLXm. To Wharton. 

Febniai7, 21, 175S. 
Deab Dootob 

I feel very ungrateful (w°^ is the most uneasy of 
all fedii^) in that I have never once enquired, how yon 
and your family enjoy the r^on of air and sunshine, into 
which you are removed,' and with what contempt you look 
jack on the perpetual fogs, that hang over M" Payne and 
M" Rtterson. Yet you certainly have not been the less in 

' "Paw" is bsbj-lsjigiia^ for "naughty." Halliwell gives 
pmojoaw in this boum, assietiiag the word to " various dialects. " 

* Percv Bays (Preface to MaJlet): " This cmde opimon [that the 
andent Gaols and GermanB, the Britons and the Saxons, were all 
origiuaUy one and the Bame people] which perhaps was first taken 
Dp by CluveriUB [1616] and maintained by him with nnccmmon 



erudition, has been since incautiously adopted by Keysler and 
Pelloutier, the latter of whom has with great diligence and skiil, 
endeavoured to Gon6nu it." Compare the title of Pellontier's 
work, already given. 

' I believe that Wharton was shifting his abode to SouthBjnpton 
Bow, near Bedford House, Bloomebury, whither the letter of 
April Mh is addressed ; and Gray's words enable ub to realize the 
very rural snrronndinga of the British Mnseum at this date. See 
how Gray writes of it to Brown, August 6th, 17S9. From the 
reference to ' ' the Bishop, " it would seem that tliis was Mr. 
Janncey's house, where Gray himself lodged later on ; this will 
(^pear aa we rewl farther. 
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my miad: tliat at least' has pack'd up with you, has 
belp'd Mrs. Wharton to amuige the maDue-piece, & dxank 
tea next eummer in the grotto, but I am much pOEzled 
about the Bishop & his fixtures, and do not stomach the 
loss of that money. 

Would you fcoow, what I am doing ? I doubt, yon have 
been told already, and hold my employment cheap enough : 
but every one must judge of his own capabiliiiei, and cut 
bis amneemeatB acoording to Mb disposition, the drift of 
my present studies, is to know, wherever I am, what lies 
within reach, that may be worth seeing, whether it be 
Building, ruin, park, garden, prospect, picture, or monu- 
ment; to whom it does, or has belongd, and what has 
been the characteristicfe, & taste of different ages, you 
will say, this is the object of all Antiquaries, but Tvay> 
what Antiquary ever saw these objects in the same fight, 
or dedred to know them for a like reason P in short say 
what you please, I am persuaded, whenever my list* is 
finish'd, you will approve it, & think it of no small use. 
my spirits are very near the freeaing point, & for some 
hours of the day this exercise by its warmth & gentle 
motion serves to raise them a few degrees higher. I hope 
the misfortune, that has befallen Mrs. Gibber's ' canary- 
bird will not be the ruin of Agit.* it is probable you will 

' A ^Dod instance of Giay'a affeotiooate way of idenljfj^g him. 
self with his correspondents, aa when he writ«a to Wwpole, 
December 15th, 1765 : " The p^ in your feet lean bear, "etc. 

' " A Catalogneof the AudqnitieB, Houses, etc., in EnKlandand 
Wales," which Gray drew np in the blank pages of Kitchen's 
" English Atlas " ; Uter his death Mr. Mason printed a few copies, 
and distributed them among the friends of Gray ; and in 1787 a 
new edition was printed for sale. — MUford. 

' See vol. i., p. 21, d. 4, and Addendum, p. 377. I have no doe 
to the tragedy of the canarv. 

■■ Home's "Agia" was the earliest written of his dramas. He 
finished it in 1749 and took it to I/mdon, but it was then rejected 
by Garrick. The same fate attended " Douglas," which, however, 
was performed at Edinburgh with great snccess in 1756. But the 
Scotch presbytery were ho scandalized at the fact that one of their 
nomber had written and prodnced a play, that Home found it ex- 
pedient to give up the living of Athelstaueford, where he had suc- 
ceeded Btaur, the author of "The Grave." Bntefto whom he became 
privatesecretaryinl76S) procured the representation of "Donglas" 
in London in 1757 1 its bucccsb there was as great as at Edin- 
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have coriosily enough to see it, aa it comes from the 
• writer of Douglas : I expect your opinioQ. I am told, that 
Swift's History of the Tory Administration ' is in the 
press, and that Stuart's Attica* will be out this spring. 
Adieu, dear S', I am ever 

Tours 

TO: 

Mr. Brown joins hie compliments with mine to you and 
M" Wharton. 



CLXrV. To Wharton.' 

CtHubridge, March 8, 1768. 
It is indeed for want of roirits, as you suspect, that my 
studies lie among the Cathedrals, and the Tombs, and the 
. Buins. To think, though to little purpose, has been the 
chief amusement cJ my days ; and when I would not, or 
cannot think, I dream. At present I find myself able to 
write a Catalogue, or to read the Peerage booh, or Miller's 
Gardening Dictionary, and am thanHul that there are 
such emproyments and such authors in the world. Some 
people, who hold me cheap for this, are doing perhaps 
what is not half so well worth while. As to posterity, I 
may ask, (with some body* whom I have forgot) what has 
it ever done to oblige me P 

burgh. Walpole tells Montaen, May 21at, 1757, that the Princega 
(Dowaeer) htu gjven Home. u« author of "I)oaglaa," a hundred a 
year. With these powerful supporters Home Tentored " A^ " on 
the London stage, m this year, 1758. He was an amiabls maii ; 
his own esj-lier career was tinged with romaiioe ; he served against 
the Yonng Pretender ; was made ^isoner at the battle of Falkirk, 
and escaped from the eaatle of Donne by making a rope of bis 
blankets. 

' " Memoirs of the Last Four Years of the Qneen." See next 
letter. 

' Gray was a subscriber to this book, as ^pean by a note in one 
of his pocket jonmals. — Miiford. See vol. l, p. 298, n. 4. 

' Toe letter is not in the FKerton MSS., and is cunseauently 
omitted l^ Mitford and Mr. (Swse. It was [ninted by Mason, 
who, it may be conjectured, n«riected to retain it with the leet of 
the Wharton correspondence. There is no reaaon to suppose that 
be has garbled it. 
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To make a tnuiBition from m^aelf to as poor a subject, 
the Tragedy of Agis ; I crj to think that it should be by 
the Author of Douglas : Why, it is all modem Ckeek ; the I 
story is an antique statue, painted white and red, frized, 
and dressed in a negligte made by a Torksbire mantua- 
maker. Then here is the Miscellany (M' I>odaley has sent ' 
me the whole set gilt and lettered, I thank him). Why, 
the two last volumes are worse than the four first ; tair- 
ticularly I^ Atenmde is in a deplorable way. What 
signifies Learning and the Antients, (Kaeon will sa^ 
triumphantly) why should people read Greek to lose their 
im^ination, their ear, and their mother tongue i* But) 
then there ia M' Shenstone, who tniBts to nature and! 
simple sentiment, why does he do no better? he goes bop-l 
ping along his own gravel-walks, and never deviates from | 
the Deaten paths for fear of being lost. 

I have r^d J)' Swift,' and am disappointed.* There is 
nothing of the n^otiations that I have not seen better in 
M. de Torcy' before. The manner is careless, and has 
little to distinguish it from common writers. I met with 
nothing to please me but the spiteful characters of the 
opposite party and its leaders. I expected much more 
secret history. 

' See prec letter. 

* Hacanlw, la some very ^Hwwaing MB. aot«s seiawled on the 
mar^ of Omij'a "BenuukB on Swift," and preserved in the 
BritLah Moseom, makes short work of the book: "Wretched 
stuff: and I firml; believe, not Swift's."— JIfr. J. Ckurlon Cotlmt. 
Bnt Mr. CoUina ("Jonathan Swift," p. 131) ably Bxaaa up the 
evidence in favour of its eenoineueaa. He telle ns that Erasmus 
Lewis and others had discoBaed the msjinBcript in 1738, and 
Lewis, in a letter to Swift, preserved in Scott, pointed out certain 
inaccuracies which are still in the printed " HemoirB" ; that in 
1742 Birch made an abstract, preserved in the British Mnsenm, 



of the pnblioatitm of 1768. 
' The " M%noires " of the Mtuqnis de Torcy, Secretaiy of State 
to Lonis XIV. A translation in English had been pnolished in 
1767. Walpole says: "Except a few paasases interestina; to 
EnDHshmen, there oannot be a more dry narration." (TotJieEarl 
of Strafford, Jnly 1st, 17S7.) 
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CLXV. To Maaon} 

Good Friday [Mai. 24th], 176S. 

Dbab Maboit, 

I hare full as mucli ennui ae yourself though 
much less dissipation, bat I cannot make this my excuse 
for being silent, tor I write to you pour me detemtvyer, 
thongh I have little enongh to sa^. I know not whewer 
I am to condole with ;ou on this Canterbury ' business, 
for it is not desj- to me that you or the Church are any 
great losers by it ; if you are be so good as to inform me, 
and I will be sorry ; however, there is one good thing in 
it, it proves the family are mortal. 

Tou do not seem to discover that Mons. Mallet ' is but 
a very small scholar, except in the erudition of the Gtoths. 
There are, d priypoe, two Dissertations on the fieligion and 
Opinions of the Qauls, published in the M^oiresde 
I'Acad. des Selles Lettres et dea Inscriptions, vol XXlV. 
4to. one by the Abb^ F^el, in which he would shew that, 
above Tiberius' and Claudius' times the Druids, persecuted 
and dispersed by the Romans, probably retired into Ger- 
many, and propagated their doctrines there. This is to 
account for some simihtude to the Chiulish notions which 
the religion of Germany seems to bear, as Tacitus has de- 
described it, whereas Juhus Cnsar makes them extremely 
different, who lived before this supposed dispersion of the 
Druids ; the other by Monsieur Freret,* is as to shew the 

' The letter from Mason, to which this is a raply, has diii- 
appeared. 

' The death of Archbiahop Hntton. He had not loDg been 
appointed. Hence Walpole writes to Mann, March Slst: "Onr 
tieie Archbiehop died yeeferday." For Mason's obl^ntions, etc., 
in this quarter, see voL i. , p. 23S, n. 1 ; ib. , p. 2(£, n. 3. It would 
seem, however, from Gray's plain speaking here, that Mason's 
feeling towards the family was not very friendly. 

' See on this work ("The History of Denmark," by Mallet) 
Barlner, " Bibliothbqne d'on Homme de Goflt," vol. iv., p. 160. 
" La preface de oe livre m^rite apicialement qn'on s'y arrSte. 
C'est un grand tablean," etc. See also Pinkerton on the Goths, 
p. 100; L^den's "Complaynt of Scotland," p. 374; "Foreign 
Quarterly Review," iv., p. 478. — Mitford. 

* Nicholas Freret was bom at Paris in 1688, and signalized kis 
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reverse of all this, — tjiat there waa no such diBpermon, no 
snch Bindlitude, and that, if Cteear and Tadtns disa^pree, 
it is because the first ' knew nothing but of those nationa 
that bordered on the Bhine, and the other was acquainted 
with all Germany. I do not bnow whether these will 
fnmish yon with any new matter, but th^ are well 
enough written and easily read. I told yon before, that, 

adtowwon into the Academy of InBCriptiona by the " Dihooiub but 
I'origine dea Franfais," which proourea Mm a iodgine in the Bas- 
tille. In the greater pajts of his other writings he attacked 
revdation. Among them are " Lettrea da Thraeybale k Lencippo " 
and " Examen dea Apologietes du ChristianiBme." He had been a 
papU of Rollin, from whose teachinge he certainly departed. He 
died in 1749. 

' Pnrista may take note that Gray Iiere writes " the first "... I 
"the other "~-not " the foimer"iuid" the latter." He sometimes ' 
(aee p. 12, last line) nses the "fonner" in this connection bnt, 
perhaps with a anspicion (well groauded), that it is not a correct 
word, he generiJly avoids doing bo. Cf. tupra, vol. i, p. 290: 
" the Jrif they say waa a gooa man . . . and we will hope the 
best or the two latter." Abont " latter" he haa, we aee, uo scrapie | 
indeed it is only another form of " later." But " former," bh Pro- 
fessor Skeat obeerres (" Etymolopcal Diet.," s.v.), "is really of 
false formation, and due to the mistake of aupposing the M.E. 
fonaat (tuiw/ortmott) to be a single snperlative inateaaof a double 
one. From the base fore was Mrmed the A.S. superlative adj. 
forma, meaning 'first.' Hence M.E. forme also means first A 
donUe snperlaaTei/ormesf, was hence formed." "Former" was 
a bad infravnce from this. " It is not," says Skeat, " in very early 
use. In Shakesp., JnL C«ra., V. i. SO : 

' Coming fiom Sardia, on our former ensign 

Two mighty eagles fell. ' 

Spenser haM farmeriy, F. Q., II. ziL 67." Former is foond (in 

t£e sense of fore] in Harrison, " Description of Britain," 1$77, in 

Addington's " Apuleius " (1596), and Spenser, ■' F. Q.," VI. vi 10 : 



Cf. also A.V. (1611), Acts, i. 1 : "The/omur tieatiae have I 
made, O Theophilus." Indeed, the trouslaton used it often. 
JohcsoD — on other than etymological gronnds — objected to M« 
former and the latter, having observed, says Bosweil (under the 
year '83) that they often occasioned obscnnty ; he thereftne con- 
trived to construct his sentences so as not to have oocssioD tot them, 
and would even rather repeat the same words, in order to avoid 
them. And he is reported to have said to Bomey: "Aslouasyon 
have the use of youi pen, never, air, be reduced to that shift." 
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in a time of dearth, I would Teutnre to borrow &om the 
Edda without ent«iiiig too minutely on particolars ; but, 
if I did BO, I would make each ima^e so clear, that it 
might be fullj trnderstood b; itself, for in this obscure 
mythology we must not hist at things, as we do with the 
Qreek fables, that ereiy body is supposed to know at 
BchooL However, on second thoughts, I think it would 
be still better to graft any wild picturesque fable, abso- 
lutely <rf one's own inventioD, upon the Druid stock; I 
mean upon those half-dozen of old fancies that are known 
to have made their system : this will give yon more free- 
dom and latitude, and will leave no hold for the critics to 
fasten on. 

Pray, when did I pretend to finish,' or even insert pass- 
ives into other people's works P as if it were equally easy 
to pick holes and to mend them. All I can say is, that 
your El^y must not end with the worst line in it ; it is 
flat, it is prose ; whereas that above all ought to sparkle, 
or at least to shine. If the sentiment must stand, twirl it 
a little into an apophthegm, stick a flower in it, gild it 
with a costly expression ; let it strike the fancy, the ear, 
or the heart, and I am satisfied. 

Hodges* is a sad fellow ; so is Br. Akenside, and Mr. 
Sbenstone, our friends and companions.' Tour story of 
Garrick is a good one; pray is it true, and what came of 
it? did the tragic poet call a guard P' It was I that 
hindered Mr. Brown from sending the pamphlet. It is 
nonsense, and that nonsense all stolen from Dr. Stuke- 

* HasoD evidentlv asked Gray to re-wiite for him that last line 
of the " Elegy in the Garden of a Friend," to which Gray took 
exception. 

' Gray alludes to the two additioDal volnmoB to Dodsley's Col- 
lection of Poems, which came ont in the year 175S, and contained 
his two Odes, and some Poems by Mason, Sbenstone, Akenside, 
etc. Gray, aavs Norton NiclioUs, disliked Akenside, and in general 
all poetry in blank verse, except Milton. — From Mitford. Cf. to 
Wharton, Mar. & 

* The trade poet may be, as Mitfmd snggests, Artlrar Murphy, 
whose " Orphan of China" waa the Bubieot^ his only qoaitel with 
Gairick, aa he himself tells as in his life of the aetm. Bat there 
was nothing in that eonttoversy which oonld lead to "caUing a 
guard." 'nie"Or^iaD of China "was produced in April of this 
year (1768). 



TO WHABTOH. 29 

ley's' book about Abnry aad Stonehenge ; jet if you will 
have it, you may. Adien, uid let me hear booq from 
you. 

I am ever yoors, T. Q. 



CLXVI. To Wharton. 

Sunday April 0, 1768.' 
Mt dkaa Sib 

I am equally sensible of your afSiction,* & of 
your kindness, that made you think of me at such a 
moment, woidd to Oroi, I could lessen the one, or requite 
the other vith that consolatitai, w'*' I have often received 
from you, when I most wanted it ! but your giief is too 
just, A the cause of it too freeb, to admit of any such en- 
deavour, what indeed is all human consolation, can it 
efface eveiy little amiable word or action of an object we i 
loved, from our memory i' Can it convince us that all the 

'^ Dr. Willuuu Stnl[ele]''s "Stonehenge and Aboiy" was pub- 
lished in 1740 and reprinted in 1S40. He went bv the name of 
"the Arch-Bniid." Bom at Holbeach in I6S7, ue studied at 
Corpos Chriati College, Cambridge, and practised as a jihyHiciaD 
at Boston, London, and Grantham. In 1729 he was ordained, and 
in 1747 obtained a London living. He is said to have written 
between 1720 and 1726 twenty works on StonehenKO, displaying 
both diligence and crednlity. We shall presently hear him dis- 
tnrbin^ uie studious Gray by goadpping in the Reading Boom of 
the British Masenm, a crime not yet obsolete. (See to Brown, 
Aue. 8, '69.1 He died in 1766. 

'This beaatifnl letter is endorsed by Wharton, "On Robin's 
Death." It was written from Cambridge, and is stMnped "Saf&on 
Walden 10 Ap." 

' Occasioned bf the death of his eldest (and at the time liia only) 
sou. — Mason. Tnerefore, thongh I still think that the "ejected 
stateeman " of whom Mason speaks, September 10th, 1756 (voL i., 
p. 270), was poor little "Robin"; his immediate succesBor was not 
a boy. The next sou was bom, I believe, in 1760 (see to Wharton, 
July of that year). Gray's epitaph on " Robin " was first printed 
by Mr. Gosse "from a copy in the handwriting of Alexander 
dyce, lately found slipped iaU> a book at Sooth Kensington, and 
nude by him wheu the original MS. was sold in IS54." Dr. Brad- 
shaw (Aid. ed.) gives it from the Mitford MS8. (in the Brit. 
MuB.), where there are two copies, one of which is from Gray's 
MS. direct. 
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hopes we had eBtert&in'd, the plans of fntnre satisfaction 
ve bad fonn'd, were ill-gronn^d & vain, onl; because ve 
have lost them? The only comfort (I am afraid) that 
beloagfl to OUT condition is to reflect (when time has given 
□8 leisure for reflection) that others have snifer'd worse, 
or that we ourselTea might have suffer'd the same misfor- 
tune at times & in circnmstances, that would probably 
have ^^ravated otir sorrow, you might have seen this 
poor ch^d airive at an s^e to fulfil all your hopes, to 
attach you more strongly to him by long habit, by esteem, 
as well as natural affection, & that towards the decline of 
your life, when we most stand in need of support, & when 
ne might chance to have been your only support ; & then 
by some unforeseen and deplorable accident, or some pain- 
ful ling'ring distemper you might have lost him. such 
has been the fate of many an unhappy Father ! I know, 
there is a sort of tondemesa, w^ Infancy & bmocence 
alone produce, but I think, you must own tiie other to be 
a stronger & more oyerwhelming Sorrow. 

I am glad M" Wharton has fortitude enough not to 
suffer this misfortune to prerail over her, and add to the 
natural weakness of her present condition. JIT Brown 
sincerely sympathises with yon, and begs to be kindly re- 
membered to you both. I have been . . .' Town t^ this 
time, had I not heard Mason was coming hither soon, and 
I w^ unwillii^; to miss him. Adieu, my dear Wharton, 
and believe me ever most sincerely yours, 

TG:' 



CLSni. To Wharton. 

Dub Poctob 

I am much concem'd to hear the account you 
give of yourself, & particularly for that dejection of spirits, 
w"' incunes you to see everythii^ in the worst light 
possible, and throw a sort of voluntary gloom not only 

' Mitford iuaerte in italics, and thimtd have beat in, befon 
" Town." 

' Addressed "To Thomas Wharton MD in Bonthampton Row 
near Bedford Hoose London." 
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over your present, but future days, aa if even your situa- 
tion now vere not preferable to that of thousanda round 
yon, and as if your prospect hereafter might not open as 
much of happiness to you, as to any Person yon know. 
the condition of our Me perpetually instructs us to be 
rather slow to hope, as well as to despair, & (I know, you 
will foi^Te me, if I tell you) you aire often a Uttle too 
hasty in both, pethaps from constitution, it is sure, we 
have greai power over our own minds, when we chuse to 
exert it; and tho' it be difficult to resist the mechanic 
impulse and biass of our own temper, it is yet possible ; t t'^'' 
and still more so, to delay those resolutions it inclines us 
to take, w^ we almost always have cause to repent. 

Tou tell me nothing of M" Wharton's, or your own 
state of health. I will not talk to you more on this sub- 
ject, till I hear you are both well, for that is the grand 
point, & without it we may as well not think at all. Ton 
flatter me in thinking, that any thing, I can do,' could at 
all alleviate the just concern your late loss has given you : 
but I can not flatter myself so far, & know how little 
qualified I am at present to give any satisfaction to myself 
on this head, & in this way, much less to you. I by no 
means pretend to inspiration, but yet I affirm, that the 
faculty iu question is by no means voluntary, it is the 
result (I suppose) of a certain disposition at miud, w'* 
does not depend on oneself, and V I have not felt this 
long time, you that are a witness, how seldom this spirit 
has moved me in my life, may easily give credit to what I 

I am in hopes of seeing you very soon again is my way 
to Stoke. W* Sogers has been very ill this spring, & my 
other aunt' writes me word, that she herself has had 
something (w^ she takes for a paralytic stroke) which 
came as she walked in the garden, & is afraid, she shall 
lose the use of one leg: so that it looks to me, as if I 

' His friend had reijiiested him to write eui epitaph on the child. 
— Afagtm. Seepreceduff letter, sad vol. i., Preface, p. x^; Poems, 
Pitt Press ed. XVII. and notes. Cf. also the epitapn on Mrs. Jane 
Clarke, No. XVI. ib. and notes. However it may be with o^r 
poeta, Gray qtnte ondeTBtood himself. , 

> Mrs. Olifie. See vol. i., p. 228, n. 1. 
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sboold have perhaps some years to pass in a house with 
two poor bed-riddMk Women, a melaocbol; object, &, one 
that in common biunatuty I cannot avoid. I shall be glad 
to know, whether I can be in Q-loacester-atreet ' for a week 
ten or twelve days hence. 

I had wrote to yon sooner, but that I have been on a 
little expedition lately to see Ely, Peterborough, Crowlaod- 
Abbey,' Thoraey,' Fotheringhey,* and many other old 
places, w"" baa amused me a litUe. 

Poof Mason is tdl alone at Aston (for his Curate ' is 
gone to be Tutor to somebody) with an inflammation in 
his eyes, & coold scarce see to write me a few lines. 
Adieu, I>ear S', I am 

Ever Tours 
TGh 

Jim« 18 17S8. 

* Leading out of Queen Square, Bloomsbmy ; therefore close to 
Wharton and the Britiali Hnaeiim. 

' BiiinH in Lincolnshire. The abbey ie said to have been fonnded 
by Ethelbald, King of Mereia, in 716 ; deatroyed by fire in 1112, 
and rebuilt onder the auspices of ita abbot, Joffired. 

* In CambTidgeBhire, but not for from Croylond. Ita old name 
ai Ankeridge i& said to have come from the anchorites of the abb^ 
fonnded here by Sexnlphus, the fiist abbot of Peterborough in 662 ; 
the abbey was destroyed by the Bsaea, but lebnilt in 972 by 
Ethetwold, Bp. ot 'Winchester, for Benedictine monks. Their 
head was a mitred abbot. The only remains (1833, Gorton's " Top. 
Diet.") are poiHonB of the cbocch, a gateway, and some fragments 
of the old walls. 

* Potheiingay, in Northamptonshire, says Fronde, was, when 
Mary wbb imprisoned there (1586), "a strong roomy castle be- 



ampton in the time of the Conqueror. By marritwe it became the 

Boperty of the Scottish IdnEs \ bnt it was forcibly taken from 
avid, King of Scotland, in Vim reign of John. It was rebuilt by 



Edmund, D. of York, son of Edwanl III., the keep in the form of 
a fetterlock, which with the addition of a falcon in the centre, was 
the emblem of the family of York. The same figure was em- 
blazoned in most of the castle windows (Gorton's "Tap. Diet"). 
It was the birthplace of Richard III., the scene of the last im- 
prisonment, the trial and the execution of Mary u. of Scots ; and 
was demolished by order of her son James when he came to the 
English throne. 

' Delap. See voL i., p. 329, n. 1. He became tutor to a yonng 
nobleman, I believe, and bron^t him up to Trinity, Camlnidge, 
in 1762 (to HoBou, Mar. 17 of that year). 
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June 20, 1768. 

De&s Mas ok, 

I B/mpatbize with yonr eyes, haring been god- 
fined at Florence vitb tbe same complaint for three veeks, 
but (I hope) in a much worse degree, £or, beddea not see- 
ii^, I could not sleep in tbe nigbt for pain ; ' have a care 
of old women (who are all great oculists), and do not let 
them trifle with so tender a. part. 

I have been exercising my ' eyes at Peterborough, Crow- 
land, Thomey, Ely, £c. ; am grown a great Fen antiquary ; 
this wag tbe reason I did not answer you directly, as your 
letter came in my absence. I own I have been all this 
while expecting Caractacus, or at least three choruses, and 
now you do not so mnch as tell me it is finished : sure 
your spiritual functions, and even your attentions to the 
Duchess of Norfolk ' and Sir Conyers,* might have allowed 
you some little intervals for poetry j if not (now Queen 
Hecuba' is gone), I utterly despair, for (say what yon 
will) it was not retirement, it was not leisure, or tbe 
summer, or the country, tbat used to make you so 
voluminous ; it was emulation, it was rivalry, it was the ' 
collision of tragedy against tragedy, that Idndled your 
fires, and set old Mona in a blaze. Ton do not say who 

' The svmptoins and circninstances point to trilis. 

' She was the e 
Devonabire, and » 
1727. 

* The Eight Honourable Sir Conyers d'Arcy, K.B., yonnger son 
of John Lord D'Arcy, by tbe Hon. Bridget Sntton, only surviving 
daughter of Robert Lord Lexington. He was appointed Master 
of the King's Hoosehold 1719-20; K.B. 1725; ComptroUer of the 
Household and a Privy Connsellor 1730 ; Lord Lieutenant of the 
North Riding during ttie minority of bis nephew, Robert Eirl of 
Holdemesae ; M.P. tor Hichnond from 1728 to 1747, and for York- 
shire from 1747 to his death, in 17B8. "Lady M. W. Montagu.— 
Her father fell in love with Lady Anne Bentinck, who forsook him 
for Sir Conyers Darcy, who hodlong been eeb lover, and on whose 
despair Bowe wrote the ballad of ' t«lin's Complaint.'" — M.S. note 
by Horace Walpole. — Mitford. 

' With Delap. See preceding letter, a. and ref. there, 
n. D 
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succeeds her Trojan Majesty; it ought to be well eon- 
' sidered. Let me have none of your prosaic curates. I 
shall have you write Bermona and private forms, and 
" heaven's open to all men." 

That old ^ezling Duke ' is coming here aj^n (but I hope 
to be gone first,) to hear speeches in his new library,' witli 
the Bishop of Bristol,' to air his close-stool; they have 
fitted it up — not the close-stool, nor the Bishop, but the 
library, with classes, that will hold anything but books, 
yet books they must hold, and all the bulky ol^ Com- 
mentators, the Synopses and Tractatus Tractatuums,' are 
washed with white-oi-e^s, gilt and lettered, and drawn up 
in review before his Grace. Tour uncle Balguy ' takes his 
doctor's degree, and preaches the commencement sermon 
at Dr. Green's ' request. 

Mr. Brown sends hia love, and bids me tell you that 
Dr. Warburton has sent you his New Legation, with its 
dedication to Lord Mansfield ; '' would yon have it sent 
you? Lord Strathmore* goes to-morrow into the North 
. to come of ^e. I keep an owl in the garden as like me as 
it can stare ; only I do not eat raw meat, nor bite people 
by the fingers. This is all the news of the place. Adieu, 



ieacriheBhsJiKUinf/. — See Selwyn's "Coir.," iv. 283. — Mitford. 
' See vol. 1., p. ^6, and n. 2. 
' Philip Yonge, newly appointed. See next letter to Mason. 

* A eollection of legal dissertationa, "Tractatoa nniverBi juris," 

iiablished b; ZiletttiH, the bookseller at Venice in 1564, in 18 
olio volnmea, usually bound in 25, to which there are additiontJ 
volumes of Index, making in all 28 fiMos.—Milford. Dr. Jenkin- 
Bon, the present librarian, kindly tells me that the copy in< the 
University Library bears date 1584, and is letteted on every volome 
" Tractatus Tractatnum." It was possibly, in its old place in the 
library, a conspicaous object as one entered. 

' See vol. i., p. 309, n. 2. I do not at present know why Gray 
dubs him Mason's " uncle." Cf. next letter to Mason. 

' See vol. i, p. 337, and n. 3. 

' Books i. ii. iii. ot " The Divine Legation " were dedicated to 
Philip Barl of Hardwicke, 175} (new edition). The Books iv. v. 
vi. were dedicated to William Lord Mansfield in 1765 (new 
edition). The original Dedications were to the Freethinkers and 
to the JewB.—Mitfbrd. 

* See vol. i, p. 258, n. 2. 
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dear Maaoa ! ajid write to me directly if it will not hurt 
you, or I shall think you worse than you lure. I oun. ever 
yours, ■^^ 



CLXIX. To Wharton. 

Stoke. Angoet 9 . . . 1758. 

Dear Doctob 

I have been, since I saw yon in Town, pretty 
much on the wing, at Hampton, Twickenham, & elsewhere. 
I staid at the first of these places with the Cobhams ' two 
days and should (I own) gladly have done so longer, but 
for the reason' we taJk'd about. The place spite of the 
weather is delightful : every little gleam of aun^ne, every 
accident of light, opens some new beauty in the view, and 
I never saw in so small a spot ao much variety, & so many 
natural advant^es, nor ever hardly wish'd more for your 
company to partEike of them, we were also at Hampton- 
Oourt, Sion,' A several places in the neighbourhood again, 
particularly at L' Lincoln's,* iwho (I think) is hurting his 
view by two plantations in front of his terrace, that regu- 
larly answer one another, and are of an ovaJ form with 
rustic buildings In the middle of them, a farm, dairies, 
&c: they stand on the opposite side of the water, & (as 
they prosper) will join their shade to that of the hills in 
the horizon, exclude all the intermediate scene of enclo- 
sures, meadows, & cattle feeding, and reduce that great 
distance to nothing, this seems to be the advice of some 
new Gardiner, or Director of my Lord's Taste ; his Suc- 
cessor perhaps may cut aU down again. 

I shaU beg the favor of you (as you were so kind to 
offer it) to buy us a Iiottery-Ticket, if you find the market 
will not be much lower than at present ; & (if you think it 
has no great hazard in it) enclose it to me here .- / will 
take care to repay you as soon as I come to Town, or (if 

' Le., t think, Lady Cobham and Miss Speed. 
' Wm this the danger of matrimony? Ci. to Wharfon, Oct 21, 
1760, and aupra to the same, vol. L, p. 320. 

3 R/k^ Ti nn Afaonn^a 1i.t+Ar .Inn R *Rft 
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yoa chuse it) directif . my best respects to M" Wluu-ton. 
pra; let me hear soon, how you bot^ are. believe me, 
ever youra, 

TG.' 

CLXX. To Mason. 

Stoke, Angnst 11, 1758. 
Deas JSason, 

I was just leaving Cambridge at the time when I 
received your last letter, and have been unfixed and flitting 
about almoHt ever since, or you had heard of me sooner. 
You do not think I could stay to receive Pobns ; no more 
did Mr. Hurd, he was gone into LeiceBtershire * long 
before. As to uncle Balguy,* pray do him justice; he 
stayed, iodeed, to preach ^e commencement sermon, but 
he assured me (in secret) it was an old one, and had not 
one word in it to the purpose. The very next morning he 
set out for Winchester,* and I do really think him much 
improved since he had his residence there ; freer and more 
open, and his heart less set upon the mammon of un> 
righteousness. A propot, — would you think it? — Fobus 
has wit He told Young,' who was invited to supper at 
Doctor li's,' and made all the company wait for nim, — 
" Why, Young, you make but an awtward figure now you 
are a bishop ; tins time last year you would have been the 
j first man here." I cannot br^ of my spirits, my situation, 
j my employments, or my fertility ; the days and the nights 
i pass, and I am never the nearer to anything but that one 
to which we are aU tending. Yet I love people that leave 
> some traces of their journey behind them, and have 
stretch enough to advise yon to do so while you can. I 
expect to see " Caractacus" completed, not so much from 

' To Wharton at Southampton Row, Bloomsbnry. 

' To hia living of Thorcaston. 

' See letter to Mason, June 20, tupra. 

' Seevol. i,p. 309, n. 2. 

' Philip Yonge, Besidentiary of St. Panl'a, eonaecrated Bishop 
of Briatol 1758 ; translated to Norwich 1761 ; died 1783. He re- 
aigned the Public Oratorsliip In 1752. Mentimied in the last letter 
(to Maaon).— jifiybrrf. 

* No doubt Long'a, Master of Pembroko. 
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the opinion I entertain of your industry as from the con- 
sideration that another winter approaches, which is the 
season of harvest to an author; but I will conceal the 
secret of your motives, and join in the common applause. 
The books yon inquire after are not worth your know- 
ledge. Parnell ' is the dunghill of Irish Grub-street. I 
did bear who Lancelot Temple ' was, but have really for- 

' A poetbnmons volnme of Paraell was pubtiahed in Dablin, 
1758, since reprinted; aee " Monthly Review," vol. xix., p. 380. 
Lintot gave Pope fifteen pounda for the copyright of Pamell's 
poem a, ^MUford. 

' A name BBsumed by Dr. Aimatning, the poet and physician. — 
Mitford. ' ' Sketches : or Essays on Various Snbjecta by Laoncelot 
Temple Ew^." From Ihe edition of Annstrong^ " Miscellaniea," 
1770, in which these are inclnded, we leain that the first volnme 
of these Sketches was first pnHished in 1758, the second for the 
first time in 1770. In the second part Armstrong foretold the 
fntnre fame ot Fuseli, with whom he travelled on the Continent, 
thongh they quarrelled, as Mitford tells ns, at Genoa over the 
pronunciation of a word, parted company, and were not reconciled 
nntil Armstrong was on his death-b^ (1779). Some of the papers 
are sketcky enough ; and the tone throQg|bout is splenetic, tenaiiiK 
to confirm the opinion that Armstrong is the character described 
in the " Castle of Indolence " : 

" Oft stnug with spleen, at once away he broke," etc 
(the companion with whom he is linked being Collins, according 
to the probable conjecture of Mr. Moy Thomas). Anostrong^ 
scorn of contemporary criticism and of the mobility, to use his own 
word, marks an ambitious and disappointed man. I am tempted 
to qnctc — thongh it makes against my judgment — a sentence 
which ■' ■ ■ ^ ■■■■ ■' ' ' ' 



gemus 



n better times : more is not worth their while. " Armstrong 
X epicurean — and also an epicure; drawing in all matters m 
taste analogies from the dinner-table. Yet he is sometimes in a 
better vein ; and Ruskln himself could scarcely insist more ear- 
nestly upon ttie necessary connection between moral and artistic 
excellence ; a noteworthy doctrine as coming from a man whose 
snccess as a physician was hindered by the fact that he had written 
an objectionable poem. He maintains the superiority of our native 
music, and dedajms against the Italian opera. He talks of the 
mnsic of the ancient Bntons — what did he know of this! — perhaps 
the blind Welsh harper Parry, who stimulated Gray, enlightened 
Armstrong. He is a zealous admirer of Shakespeare, whom he 
defends gainst Voltaire. He makes on a passage in " Othello " a 
neat littu conjecture which is now credited to Seymour (1805), 
and sDggesta that when Hamlet says, " Look here npon this 
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got. I knoTT I tbouglit it was Mr. Orenville.' Avon " is 
nothing but a type. The DnchesB of QueenBberry'a adver- 
tisement ' liae moved my impatience ; yet, after aJl, per- 

pictnre," etc., he should point to portmita on the wall, instead, of 
producing two miniatares from his pocket (not aware, appareotlj', 
that he was advising a return to older practice — for in a print of 
this Bcene prefixed to Rowe'e " Shakespeare," 1709, we have the 
two portraits on the arras). He ohjacts to the innovators who 

rll hfmOT, laioT, favor; not becanae these words are only me- 
tdy derived from Latin, bnt because, he says, the « in all these 
words the u is as much pronounced as the o ; not so in horror, 
terror. He dislikes both new and anperannnated words; among 
the latter he includes encroadi, incuieatt, purport, betwixt, me- 
tkinkg, /roward, vmickgafe. He objects also to smeme. Contrast 
vol. i.,p. 98. 

' Author of "Maxims, Characteis, and Reflections," 1757- — 
Mitford, — who tells ns that " Airs. Greville was Fanny Macartney, 
the Flora of the Maxims, the author of the "Ode to Indifference," 
and the mother of the beantifnl Ladv Crewe. Mr. Greville him- 
self is described in the Maxims nnaer the character of Torria- 
mond; L<mi Chatham under Pnta^ete* ; Mrs. Montagn figures as 
Mdisaa." 

Richard Fnike Greville is described by Madame D'Arblay in 
her memoirs of her father as "the finest gentleman about town." 
Bnt the anecdote which she relates of this snperior person is not 
to hia advantage. He met, bv his own desire, Johnson at Dr. 
Bumey's, and kept the fire from the company until Johnson, 
breaking a long silence, exclaimed ; " If it wer^ not for depnvini; 
the ladies of the fire, I should like to stand upon the hearth my- 
self." Soon after this Mr. Greville ordered W carriage ("Me- 
moirs of Dr. Bumey," ii 103). 

' Mitford tells us that this was a ppem in three parts, printed 
in the new types of Baskerville of Birmingham- He adds that 
John Cowper, fellow of Corpus, Cambridge, the brother of the 
poet, descnbed it in 1786 as " having merit. ' 

' The"PublicAdvertiser."JulylO, 1758.— "Whereas aspnrious, 
incorrect edition of a work represented to contfun the history of 
the rfflign of his Majesty King Charles the Second, from the Re- 
storation to the end of the year 1667, by the late Lord Chancellor 
Clarendon, has been attempted to be imposed on the public ; to 
prevent wbicl:^ their Graces the Duke and Dutchess of Queens- 
berry have preferred a bill in tlie High Court of Chancery, and 
obtained an injunction to restrain the printing and pnhlishiiig the 
same ; and, in order to prevent the abnse which will arise to the 
puUic from sncli a publication, they think it incumbent on them 
to signify that a correct edition from the original mannscript in 
the hand of Lord Chancellor Clarendon, of nis Lordship's life, 
from his birth to hia banishment (and which includes the history 
of the Last Seven Years attempted to be imposed on the public,) 
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hapa she may curl Iier gmy hair with her grandfather's ' 
goldea periods. Another object of my vishes is, the King 
of Prnaaia's accoont of the Cunpsign, which Niphauaen 
talked of six weeks ago as just coming over, bat it is not 
oome: perhaps he waits for a better catastrophe.' Th6 
Twickenham Press is in labour of two or three works (not 
of the printer's own). One of them is an Account of 
Buaaia by a Lord Whitworth,* who, I think, was minister 
there from King William. 

in now pteparitig for the pices, and will soon be pnblished, tiia 

eofits of which have be«n appropriated by the family for a pnblie 
nefaction to the University ol Oxford,'*' The DnchesB was the 
wife of DoQglas third Duke of Qneensbeny. Her name ia pre- 
served in the veise of Pope on Gay ; 



—MUford. See voL i., p. 107, n. 2, 

' She was the danghter of Hemy, Earl of Clarendim sod 
Roebester, son of the funons Clatendtm. 

' I have no elae to this name. 

' See to Wharton, Aug. 31, vifra. But Frederick had not long 
to wait (see to Brown, Sep. 7). 

* This little work was printed at Strawberry HiU in 176S. The 
MS. was Kiven by Richard Owen Cambridge, Esq., who had pnr- 
ehased Mr. ZoVmatCs Libraiy, which related solely to Svuian 
History. In the Preface, wntton by Walpole, some account may 
be ionnd of I/ord Whitwortb. The title is, " Account o£ Rassia as 
it was in 1710." — Mitford, It is "A summary account of Russia," a 
Btmiewhat jejune little book, beautifully printed. The most in- 
teresting part of it to Englishmen is the account of Peter the 
Great's attempts to make a navy. It appears that whilst he him- 
self was working in the Dutch and Engiiah dockyards, the nobles 
to whom the Czar committed the matter contracted with foreigners 
who supplied green timber; also the btdldeis were incompetent 
Hence results such as this. ' ' At Casan about forty frigates, from 
eight to fourteen guns, which were built there, but very iH pro- 
portioned, lye rotting on the shore." On the Don there were 
three yards ; in the first and third the chief officers were English- 
men, but in the second the Czar was master bnilder at a salary of 
600 roubles, with KusaianB under him. Peter preferred English- 
men to Dutchmen ; the latter had disappointed him. Under the 
head " Number of ships on the Don that are finished" the first 



-.-zv is " One by his Czarish Majesty of 80 guns decayed." 
rhe best thii^ in the volume is the short account of Whitworth 
■ ■ ■ ' ..... .. jjj^jjj jjj several 

ho has a place 
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in Waljpole's Imface. He had bew the companion in several 
embassies of Stepney, the envoy and minor poet, who has a place 



40 QRAte LBTTEB8. 

I seem to have told you all I know, which you will thiub: 
very little, but a nUtilo nil jit. If I were to coin my whole 
mind into phrases they would profit you nothing, nor fill » 
moderate p^e. Compassionate my poverty, show yourself 
noble in giving me bettor than I bring, and ever be- 
lieve me 

Most sincerely yours, 
T. G. 

I find you missed of Stonliewer by going to Sir Conyers 
Darey's.' Can you toll me if he is still at Harrowgate, for 
I do not know how to direct to him there ? 



OLXXI. To Stonehetoer. 

Cambridge, AognBt 18, 175S. 
I am as sorry as you seem to be, that our acquaintance 
harped so much on the subject of materiaUsm, when I 
saw him wiUi you in town, because it was plain to which 
side of the long-debated question he inclined. That we are 
Kndeed mechanical and dependent beings, I need no other 

I proof than my own feelings; and from the same feelings 

I I learn, with equal conviction, that we are not merely 

in Johnson's "Livea." When the Muscovite ministor in London 
waa EtTTeated in the street for debt, Peter eeenu to have thought 
that Qoeen Anne conid put the offenders to death if she 
pleased, and he threatened to wreak vengeance on the English 
merchants in his dominions. Whitworth WEis sent to ez^in 
matters, and Peter in the end proved amenable to reaaon. An 
anecdote about Whitworth Wafpole relates as teld him by Sir 
Luke Sohanb, the husband of one of the heroines of the Lons 
Story. Lord Whitworth had been acquainted with Peter's second 
wife, Catherine, when she was in a less reputable and dignMed 
position. " When he had compromised the rupture between the 
Court of England and the Csar, he was invited to a ball at Court, 
and taken out te dance bv the Czarina. As they began the 
minuet, she squeezed him oy the hand, and said in a whisper, 
' Have yon forgot little Kate ? ' " 

Gray should nave written Qneen Anne instead of King William ; 
but he has not yet seen the book. 

' See to Mason, June 30, rupro. 
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such : that there is a power vithin that struggles gainst \ 
the force and bias (^ that mechanism, commands its 
motion, and, hj freqaent practice, reduces it to that reoAj 
obedience which we call Habit ; and aU this in conformit^r 
to a preconceived opinion (no matter whether right or 
wrong), to that least materia of all agents, a Thought. I 
have known many in his case who, while the j thought thej 
were conquering an old prejudice, did not perceiTe they 
were under the influence of one far more dangerous ; one 
that fumiahes us with a ready apology for all our worst 
actions, and opens to us a full license for doing whatever 
we please ; and yet these very people were not at all the 
more indulgent to other men (as they naturally should 
have been) ; their indignation to such as offended them, 
their desire of revenge on anybody that hurt them was 
nothing mitigated : in short, the truth is, they wished to 
be persuaded of that opinion for the sake of its con- 
venience, but were not so in their heart ; and they would 
have been glad (as they ought ia common prudence) that 
nobody else should think the same, for fear of the miachiaf 
tit&t m^ht ensue to themselves. His French author I 
never saw, but have read fifty in the same strain, and 
shall read no more. I can be wretched enough without 
them. They put me in mind of the O^reek Sophist ' that 
got immortal honour by discoursing so feeHngly on the 
miseries of our condition, that fifty of his audience went 
home and banged themselves; yet he lived himself (I 
suppose) many years after in very good plight. 

You say you cannot conceive how Lord Shaftesboryi 
came to be a Philosopher in v<^e ; I w^l tell you : First.l 
he was a Lord ; 2dly, he was as vain as any of his readers ;' 
3dly, men are very prone to believe what they do not; 
understand ; 4thly, they will believe anythii^; at all, pro-: 
Tided they are under no obligation to believe it ; 6<^y,' 

> This wtia H^eaias the CyrenBlc, nickntLmed from his en- 
couragement to sucide PeUithiuuitoe. Cicero ("Tusc. DUp.,"L, 
xudv. ) t«Ils ne that he was inhibit«d by one of the Ptolemies from 
teaching the doctrine that death takes na away from evils, not from 
bleMinga, becanae many destroyed tbemselvea in consequence. He 
wrote, aaya Cicero (I.e. K a book called 'AmaipTipiiv, wherein a man 
who ia starviiuc himaelf to death disconnes, m reply to the re- 
itrancee otms friflnds, on the miseriea of life. 
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^they love to take a new road, even when that road leads 
' nowhere ; 6thly, he was reckoned a. fine writer,* and seemed 
lalwajB to mean more than ho said. Would you have any 
I more reaeoneP An interval of above forty years* has 
■ pretty well dcBtroyed the charm. A dead Lord ranks but 
iwith Commoners: Tanity is no longer intere§ted in the 
I matter, for the new road has become an old one. The 
', mode of free-thinking is like that of KofEs and Farthingales, 
{ and has given place to the mode of not thinking at all ; 
;once it wae re&koned graceful, half to discover and half 
{ conceal the mind,* but now we have been long accustomed 
! to see it quite naked : primness and ^ectatjon of style, 
jlike the good breeding of Queen Anne's Court, has turned 
to hoydening and rude familiarity. 



' ' Would you behold,' Baid AJciphron, ' a noble Hpecimen of fine 
writing T do but dip into this book ' : which Crito opening, le&d 
verlntun as follows ; 

' Wbere then are the pleasoces which ambition promises 
And love afibrdB ! How 'a the gay world enjoyed ! 
Or are those to be eateem'd no pleasujea 
Which are lost by dulness and maction ! 
But indolence is the highest pleaeore. 
To live, and not to feel ! To feel no trouble. 
What good then? Life itself. And is 
This ^operly to live ? Is sleeping, life T 
la thiH what I shoold study to prolong ? 

Thna I contend with Fancy and opinion.' 

" Enphranor having heard thns far, cried ont, * What t will vou 
never have done with your poetry ! another time may serve : Wt 
why shoold we break ofTonr conference to read a playT' 

" 'Yon are mistaken, it ia no play nor poetry,' replied Alciphron, 
'hat a famous modem m-iiic moralising tn prate.' 

' Shaftesbury died February 4th, 1713. The first editioa of the 
" CharacteristieB " appeared in 1711, the second in 1713, soon after 
his death. 

' Berkeley's" Alciphron "Ulnstrates the tranaitioa: Alciphron is 
adiscipIeofBbaftesbnry; but Lysiclea, the connterpajt of Thrasy- 
machus in Plato's " R^niblic," is an unbeliever of a rougher type, 
who flonte Alciphron (or conceding " the belief of a God, virtue, a 
fotnre state, and such fine notioDS (IHal. v., § 29). 
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Mmod here ^ves "fk paper of Mr. Gray's" too aigmficant to 
be loHt. It will illastrate Gray's deHcription of himself (in 1761) in 
the ' ' Sketch of Hie Own Chaiacter " (Pitt Press ed. of " Poems," 
xxL)^" No very great wit, he believed in a God." 

I will allow Lord Bolingbroke,' that the moral, as well 
as physical, attributes of Ckid moet be known to us only 
a posteriori, and that this is the onlr real knowledge we 
can have either of the one or the other ; I will allow too 
that perhaps it may be an idle distinction which we make 
between them : HiB moral attributes being as much in his 
nature and essence as those we call his physical ; but the 
occasion of our making some distinction is plainly this : 
His eternity, infinity, omniscience, and almighty power, 
are not what connect him, if I may so speak, wiQi oa his 
creatures. We adore him, not because he always did in 

' "On die 6th of Mareh {1754} came out Lord Bolingbroke'a 
works, published by Mr. David Mallet. The wild and pemioions 
ravings, under the name of ' Philosophy,' which were thoa ushered 
into the world, gave ^at offence to all well-principled men. 
Johnson hearing of their tendency, which nobody disputed, was 
roused with a just indignation, and pronounced this memorable 
sentence upon the noMe anthor and his editor : ' Sir, he was a 
Bconndrel, and a coward : a scoundrel, for charging a blunderbuss 
against religion and morality ; a coward, because he had not re- 
solution to fire it off hiniBelf, but left half a crown to a b^garly 
Scotchman, to draw the trigger after his death ' " (Boewetl's 'John- 
son'). The same 6th of IVuIch Henrj^ Pelham died, a coinddence 
improved, ss Boswell tells us, by Gorrick in the lines ; 

' The same sad morn, to Church and State 

(So for our sin 'twas fix'd by fate,) 
A double stroke was given : 

Black as the whirlwinds of the North, 

St. John's fell genius issued forth. 

And Pelham fled to heaven. ' 
We may conjecture that Gray's paper was vrritten in 1754, He 
and his contemporaries could scarcely have foreseen that the 
poution that we have ' no adequate ideas of the goodness and 
justice of God,' would a century later be adopted — in the interests 
of orthodoxy (to the dismay of many orthMox persons) — in the 
famous Bampton Lectures ol Mansel (1S68). The whirligig of time 
does indeed bring about its revenges in this branch of philosophic 
apeenlation. Warburton (1754) himself nnder fire for the paradox 
of the Divine Legation of Moses, attacked (Au paradox, and 
thought that the fate of all religion was staked npon its refutation. 
Yet it became the leading motive of a vindication of religion more 
astonishing than his own. 
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every place, and always will, exist ; bot because be gave, 
and stall preaerves to ns out own existence by an exeiidoti 
of bis goodness. We adore bim, not because be knows 
and can do all tbings, but because be made ns capable of 
knowing and of doing wbat may conduct us to bappiness. 
It is tberefoie bis b^erolence wbicb we adore, not bis 
greatness or power ; and if we are made only to bear our 
part in a system, witbout any regard to our own particulax 
happiness, we can no longer worabip bim as our all- 
bounteouB parent. Tbere ie no meaning in tbe term. Tbe 
idea of bis malevolence (an impiety I tremble to write) 
must succeed. We bave notbing left but our fears, and 
tbose too yain ; for wbitber can tbey lead but to despair 
and tbe sad desire of annibilation P ' If then, jnatice and 
goodness be not tbe same in God as in our ideas, we mean 
nothing when we say that Ood is necessarily just and 
good ; and for tbe same reason it may as well be said that 
we know not wbat we mean when, according to Dr. Clarke, 
(Evid. 26tb) we affirm that be is uecessanly a wise and 
intelligent Being.' Wbat then can Lord BoUngbrobe mean, 
when be says every thing shews the wisdom of God ; and 
yet adds, every thing does not shew in like manner tbe 
goodness of God, conformably to our ideas of this attribute 
in either ! By wisdom he must only mean, that God knows 
and employs the fittest means to a certain end, no matter 
.what that end may be. This indeed is a proof of know- 
ledge and intelligence ; but these alone do not constitute 
jwisdom ; the word implies the application of these fittest 
Jmeans to tbe best and kindest end : or, who will call it true 
wisdom ? Even amongst ourselves, it is not held as such. 
All the attributes then that be seems to think apparent in 
the constitution of things, are his unity, infinity, et^imity, 
and intelligence ; from no one of which, I boldly affirm, 
can result any duty of gratitude or adoration incumbent 
on mankind, more than if He and all things round bim 
were produced, as some have dared to think, by tbe neces- 
sary working of eternal matter in an infinite vacuum : for 
what does it avail to add intelHgence to those other 
physical attributes, unless that intelligence be directed, 
not only to the good of the whole, but also to the good of 
every individual of wbicb that whole is composed P 



„i7PcihyGt.)t>*^le 



FA.FER ON BOLINQBROKE. 45 

It ia therefore no impiety, but the direct contrary, to 
Bay that human JTiatice and the other virtues, which are 
indeed only variouB appIicatioiiB of htiman benevolence, 
bear some resemblance to the moral attributes of the 
supreme Being. It is only by means of that resemblance, 
we conceire them in him, or their effects in his works. It 
is by the same means only, that we comprehend those 
physical attributes which his Lordship allows to be 
demonstrable. How can we form any notion of his unity, 
but from that unity of which we ourselves are conscious ? 
How of his esietence, but from our own consciousness of 
existing ? How of his power, but of that power which wo 
experience in ourselves'? Tet neither Lord Bohngbroke 
nor any other man, that thought on these subjects, ever 
believed that these our ideas were real and full representa- 
tions of these attributes in the Divinity. They say he 
knows ; they do not mean that he compares ideas which 
he acquired from sensation, and draws conclusions from 
them. They say he acts ; they do not mean by impulse, 
nor as the soul acts on an organized body. They say he is 
omnipotent and eternal; yet on what are their ideas 
founded, but on our own narrow conceptions of space and 
duration, prolonged beyond the bounds of place and time ? 
Either, therefore, there is a resemblance and analogy 
(however imperfect and distajit) between the attributes of 
the Divinity and our conceptions of them, or we cannot 
have any conceptions of them at all. He allows we ought 
to reason from earth, that we do know, to heaven which 
we do not know ; how can we do so bat by that afSnity 
which appears between one and the other P 

In rain, then, does my Lord attempt to ridicule the 
wuTn but melancholy imagination of Mr. Wollaston in 
that fine soliloquy : " Must I then bid my last farewell to 
these walks when I close these Hda, and yonder blue 
r^ons and all this scene darken upon me and go out P 
Must I then only serve to furnish dust to be mingled with 
the ashes of these herds and plants, or with this dirt 
under my feet? Have I been set so far above them in 
life, only to be levelled with them in death ? " ^ No think- 

' Keligion of Nature delineated, aect. 9, p. 209, quarto. — Mason. 
Norton nichoUs safs, " I believe Gray liked Wollaeton's * Religion 
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ing liead, no heaxt, that has the lea.st sensibilitj, but must 
have made tlie same reflectioa ; or at leaat must feel, not 
the beauty alone, but the truth of it when he hears it from 
the mouth of another. Now vhat replj will Lord Boliiig< 
broke make to these questions which are put to him, not 
only by Wollaaton, but by all majikind ? He will tell you, 
that we, that is, the animala, vegetables, stones, and other 
clods of earth, are all connected in one immense design, that 
we are all Dramatis Persone, in different characters, and 
that we were not made for oureelves, but for the action ; 
that it is foolish, presumptuous, impious, and profane to 
murmur against the Almighty Author of this drama, when 
we feel ourselves unavoidably unhappy. On the contrary, 
we ought to rest our head on the soft pillow of resignation, 
on the immoveable rock of tranquillity ; secure, that, if our 
pains and afflictions grow violent indeed, an immediate 
end will be put to our miserable being, and we shall be 
mingled with the dirt under our feet, a thing common to 
aJl ibe animal kind ; and of which he who complains does 
not seem to have been set by his reason so far above them 
in life, as to deserve not to be mingled with them in 
death. Such is the consolation his philosophy gives 
us, and such the hope on which his tranquillity was 
foimded.' 

OLXXII. To Wharton. 

Deak Doctor 

I ought to have informed you sooner, that I had 
received the "Kcket you were so good to buy for me, but I 

of Nature.' " He miKht well dialike BoUngbroke's censnre of it, 
after writing in the Ele^ the stanzas, " For who, to dnmb forget- 
fulness a prey, etc" W'ollaston (1659-1724) was an eKeetlent 
clergyman, who had been an asBiBtant-master at the Birmingham 
Grammar School, came in for a fortune, and devoted himself to 
atady and to writing. The second edition of Mb "Relimon of 
Nature" appeared in the year of his death. He was of Sidney 
Snasex, Camoridge ; and the deist Wooleton, ten years his jonior, 
was educated at Uie same place. 

' The reader, who would choose to see the argument, as Lord 
Bolingbroks pats it, will find it iu the 4th volnme ot his " Philo- 
sophical Works," Sect. 40, 41. His ridicnle on WoUaston is in the 
SOth Section of the same volume. — Maton. 
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bare been obliged to go every day to Stolce-Louse, where 
the (^bjrickB hEbve been all the last week, thej axe now 
gone, •& I am not aony for it, for I grow so old, that, I 
own. People in high spirits & gayety overpower me, & 
entirely take away mine. I can yet be diverted with their 
sallies, but if they appear to take notice of my dullness, it 
sinks me to nothing. I do not know whether you will 
blame me, but I found so good an opportunity given me 
of entering into the q^narrel between M: ' and him, that I 
could not help eeizing it, and trying to shew him the folly 
of hearkening to half-witted friends and tale-bearers ; and 
the greater folly of attomptii^ to hurt, or merely to piquet 
so worthy and so estimable a Man. If I did nothing else, 
I at least convinced him that I spoke entirely from myself ; 
& that I had the most entire eood opinion and moat un- 
^terable respect as well as kindness for W. 

I congratulate you on our successes,' & condole with 

' Mason. In 1754 G&nick was on exccUeot terms with M&8on4 
for he then wrote the verees " upon Mr. Masoa'a taking orders " 
wherein the Mnses expoatnlate with Holdemesse, who presented 

him with the living of Aston. But in 1758, or before, it appears thdt 
some maliciuDB person had reported to Gturick some ill-natnred 
speech of Mason b. I should suppose that the letter of Jan. 3, '68 
refeired to this disagreement, fiut for the eitraordinarily con- 
temptuous terms in Which Gray speaks there of the other party to 
the quarrel. In 17S9 (May 2Sth) Mauon wrote to Warbarton, " I 
am as ready oe Mr. Garrick can be to make np the trivial breach 
between ns. I go to-morrow to Hiuupshire for a few days . . . 
and on my return will make it my first bnelness to wait upon Mr. 
Garrick, when you may depend upon it that it shall not be my 
fault if our meeting be not such as yon say it should be ' that of 
friends who never had any difference.'" This Warbnrton enclosed 
to Garrick, and I conclude that a reconciliation was effected. 

" We had taken Cherbourg on the 8th of August, and brought 
its brass guns to the tower ; but through the wretched discipUne 
of oar troops we suffered a disaster soon after near St. Maloes ; a 
rear-guard of 1,600 men was overtaken and cut off with the loss of 
1,000 killed or made prisoners. The Quaker, Thomas Camming, 
who bad persuaded himself that the thijig could be achieved with- 
out bloodshed (1), induced Pitt to send an expedition against Fort 
Louis, on the Senegal river, and Goree ; these were taken, but the 
latt«r not without fighting. In America^Pitt had recalled Lon- 
''""n ; appointing Amherst, with Wolfe as his second in command. 
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you on our miafortnnes ; bat do jou think we draw the 
nearer to any happy concluBion of the war, or that we can 
bear so ^reat a burden much long;er. The Hjng of Fruseia'B 
situation' embarrasees me, surrounded as he la, & reduced 
to the defence of Ma own little Marquiaate. 

Tour Encydopedie' is the object of my envy. I am re- 
duced to French plays and novels, Willis's Mitred Abblea, 
and the History of Tforfolk* in 3 Tolumea folio, theae 
latter Authors have, I think, the most wit, tho' the others 
know rather more of the World. 

I wish the air of Hampstead were not so necessary to 
you all, but am glad you always know where to find heiuth, 
& that she Hves so near yon. I continue better than has 
been usual for me in the summer, tho' I neither walk, nor 
take anything: 'tie in mind only, that I am weary and 
dis^reeable. M" B: ' is decUniug erery day, her stomach 
gone, very weak, sometimeB giddy, and subject to dis- 
orders in her bowels : yet I do not apprehend any imme- 
diate danger, but believe she will be reduced to keejr her 
bed entirely. 

My best compliments to M" Whiuion, Pray let me 
bear from you as often as you are in a humour for writii^, 

Bint has failed ; Lord Howe [eider brother of the admiral] was 
lied in a Bkirmiah j and two day? afterwarde, by blunders, rash- 
ness, and bad intelligence, we received a great Wow at Ticon- 
deroga." Here it was that the brilliant Montcalm (Wolfe's 
antagoiiiBt at Quebec next year) repolsed onr attack with a loss to 
the British troops and the American militia of 2,000 killed and 
wounded. 

' Frederick had been compelled (Jul; 2nd) to raise the riege of 
Olmntz (in Moravia) thiough the destmction by the Auatiians, at 
the Pass of Domstadtl of an important convoy on which he was 
depending : the Russians were poaring into nis domiaions, the 
Cossacks committing fearfnl atrocities ; it is literally tme that he 
returned to the defence of his " own little Marquisate" of Brauden- 
bnrg ; on the 15th of Augnst the Russians had bnmt the town of 
Cnslrin, fifty-one miles from Berlin. At the date of Gray's tetter 
Frederick, arriving with liia army at Frankfort-on- the- Oder on the 
20th, had defeated the Russians nnder Fermor at Zorndorf (a little 
to tho north-west of Cttstrin) on the 25th. This Gray did not yet 

' See vol. i., p. 344, n. 3 ; ib. p. 363, nn. 4, 5. Wharton I suppose 
has procoied more volnmes than Gray, 
' Rogers, his aunt at Stoke. See to Wharton, Sept. 10, infra. 
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tho' from beiioe I caji reqnito your kindness -with w> lil 
to amose yon. I am ever truly 

Tours 
TO 
Stoke. AnguBt 31. I76S. 



OLXXIII. To WilUam Palgrave} 

Stoke, September 6, I7fi8. 
I do not kuow how to make yon amende having neither 
rock, ruin, or precipice ' near me to send you ; they do not 

' " Old P& " ae he is called in the next letter. Yet, if Mitford's 
datee are correct he was at this time only about twenty-three yean 
of age, for Mitford says, "he died snddeidy at Brigbthetmstone, 
Nov. 0, 1799, agedsixt;-foiiTyearB," He tells as also that Palgrave 
became LL.B. in 1700. _ Therefore, if he had taken nu other 
degree, he was at this time an undergraduate. Mr. Gosee saje 
Uiat he was a "fellow of Pembroke CoUege"— in (Aw particnlar 
he is not confiTmed by Mitford. 1 hazard the gaess that he was 
a feUoW'Commoner. Mitford says that he was Rector of Thran- 
deaton fartt/ years. If so, he was ordained and appointed to the 
living even h«fore he took his degree — a thin^ qoite possible in 
that age — bnt scarcely compatible with his election to a fellowship. 
The fact of his youth, cocpled with the familiar epithet which 
Gray bestows on him, is of some significance. It conDmis the ira- 
pres»ion which we get from the poet's friendship with Norton 
NichoIlB and Bonstetten. It shows that he readily formed that 
half-brotherly, half-paternal relation with his jnniors, which is a 
great grace in older men, and that if he was at fend with the 
ycmng " bucks " on his Htalrcase at PeterhouBC, it was only because 
they were a fast and rowdy set. Gray was interested in enlisting 
more " boys " for PembroKe even before he migrated thither ; I 
think he helped to secore Lord Strathmore for that college (see 
vol. i., p. S!58 and n.) ; the brother of Lord Strathmore entered it 
at the time Gray went to live there (tb., p. 327, n. 3) ; and this 
young-old " Pa, as may be inferred from the date of his degree, 
perhaps a little later still. I believe that the name and presence 
of Gray, and even the reputation and more bosy influence of Mason 
gave prestige to the college and heljied to revive the drooping 
fortunes of that "dorausantig^uaet religiosa" as Queen Elizahetn 
Called it. When Chatham, himself Oxford-bred, made choice of a 

a Scotland when this letter was 
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grow in the South ; bat only say the word, if joa would 
have a compact neat box of red brick with Bash windows, 
or a grotto mode of flinte ' and ahell-work, or a walnut- 
tree with three mole-hilla under it, stuck with honey- 
sacklee round a basin of gold-fishes, and you shall be 
satisfied ; they shall come by the Edinbn^h coach. 

In the meantime I congratulate you tm your new 
acquaintance with the savage, the rv4e, and the tremendoui. 
Pray, tell me, is it anything like what you had read in 
your book, or seen in two-shilling prints? Do not you 
think a man may be the wiser (I bad almost said the better) 
tar going a hundred or two of miles ; and that the mind 

ool1^>e for bis gifted, ion, he sent him to Pembroke, Cambridge, 
two yean after Gray'B death there. 

Seven yearH after Palgrave's appointment to ThrandeBton, be 
became Bector of Patgrave also. " He is buried in Palgrave 
church in the chancel, within the altor-ndl ; a flat stone covers his 
grave. The rectory lionse is much altered since PsJgrave's time. 
llie garden was said to be laid out by Mason, and a sequestered 
alcolve still remains, bearing the name of ' The Poet's Comer.' 
My late friend the Bev. WiUiani Aldersou was the last survivor of 
tliose who penonally remembered Mr. Palgrave. He used to meet 
<•:— dming his visits at Aston, and described him as a person oi 
II statore, aeat in his appearance, i^reeable and clever in c«n- 
riioD, and a very pleasant companion. Hewasmnch esteemed 



formed with care the duties of his puish. A little singimiity w 

S'ven to hia figure by liis head beiuK drawn aside toward* the 
oolder, which was the occasion of a Indicroas circnmstanee still 
remembered in his parish happening to him from a fall when 
banting." (Why does not M. tell ns what this waal but we can 
guess.] " Mr. Alderson mentioned to the writer of this note one 
or two specimens of his quick and lively repartees, but these t'lria 
mp6(t'Ta, — 'the winged messengers from mind to mind,' — lose 
their graces when fixed on paper. Mr. Palgrave's dder brother 
assnmed the name of Saver, and married Miss Tyrrell of Gipping, 
afterwards l^Bdy Mary Hoselrigge. To his younger brother the 
Rev. William Palgrave, who is the subject or this note, it is said 
Mr. LawBon of Borou^hbridge is indebted for a Bmall but valuable 
collection of antitinities collected dnring Mr. Palgrave's travels in 
Italy with Us friend Hr. Weddell of Newby (who at that time 
made the collection of statuM now belonring to Lord de Ony), 
Mr. LawBon has also Mr. Palgrave's ^wmof, undertaken l^ Gray's 
advice. See Gray's Letter to Mr. Palgrave on his Tour " [March, 
VIK\—MU/brd. 
' For this ridicule of the fashionable taste, cf. voL i, p. 3!Z6| 
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has more room in it than moat people seem to think, if 

C] will bat fumiBli the apartments P I almost envj your 
t month, being in a very insipid situation myself ; and 
desire jou would not fail to send me some furniture for 
my Gi>thic apartment, which is rery cold at present. It 
will— bstlWeasi^Tast, as you have nothing to do but 
transcribe your litUe red books, if they are not rubbed 
ont ; for I conclude you have not trusted everything to 
memory,' which is ten times worse than a lead pencil: 
half a word fixedupon or near the spot, is worth a cartload 
of recollection. When we trust to the picture that objects 
draw of themselvea on our minds, we deceive ourselves; 
without accurate and particular observation, it is but ill- . 
drawn at first, the outlines are soon blurred, the colours ; 
every day grow fainter; and at last, when we would pro- 
duce it to anybody, we are forced to supply its defects with I 
a few strokes of our own imagination. God foi^ve me, I 
suppose I have done so myself before now, and misled { 
many a good body that put their tmst in me. Pray, tell 
me (but with permission, and without any breach of hos- 
pitalilr), is it so much wsfmer on the other side of the 
Swale (as some people of honour say) than it is here? 
Has the singing of birds, the bleating of sheep, the lowing 
of herds, deafened you at Bsjnton 1 Did the vast old oaks 
and thick groves of Northumberland keep off the sun too 
much from youF I am too civil to extend my enquiries 
beyond Berwick. Everything, doubtless, must improve 
upon you as you advanced northward. You must teU me, 
though, about Melross, Bosslin Chapel, and Arbroath.* 

' Advice repeated in Latin, Harch, I76S. 

' A tribntuy of the Yorkshire Onse. The refereuee is to the 
local patriotiam of the north conntryinen at Cambridge. Rainton 
is in the parish of Hon|^tcm-le-Sprinff (co. Durham) of which 
Stoneheww'B father was Rector: m ''the thick sroTea of Nor- 
thnmberlajid " there is an ollosion to tike estates m tite Delavals. 
See vol. i., p. 217, n. 2. 

' These names are particularized because Gray baa been reading 
aiboat Abbeys {to Vfturton, Atw- 31, «upra). Of Arbroath (Aber- 
brotbock) the last Abbot was Cardinal Beaton, elain in the Castle 
of S. Andrews, 1H6. It was not till 17M that Gny visited 
Scotland; labonldhaTewritten I766bntfortlienoteB of a journey 
from Rose Cattle in Cumberland, the Bp. of Carlisle's, dated Ang., 
17M (" Gn^ and Bis Friends," p. 260). Of tlus journey we have 
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In ehort, yo<ai Fort-feuille most be so fuU, that I only 
desire & loose chapter or two, and will wait for the rest till 
it cornea out. 



CLXXIV. To the Bev. James Broum, 

September 7, 175S. 
Dbi£ Sir, 

It is always time to write (whether Loaiabourg^ 
be taken * or not), and I am always alike glad to hear from 

no other record ; and (if the date Is riglit, as transcribed by me 
from Mitford's copy) it was nndertaken hurriedly and executed 
with remarkable rapidity for those days. On Jiily 10th, Gray 
writing to Wharton from Cambridge, says that he cannot well 
atibrd a wit to Old-Park (Dnrham) that summer ; yet id August 
he was at Rose Castle, and in the Gist part of October was at 
Southampton, after visiting many places in the goathem parts of 
Bcotland. If we remember the tiaa roads of the north (see vol. i., 
p. 234) the record is one of considerable ener)^. Moreover it 
appears that iust before Jnly 10th Gray had midei^gone an opera' 
tion. From this joomal here are extracts A propos : 

"Kosalon («c) in a lovely valley. Huins of a Castle. The 
fiunons Chappel built in 14W. Not far off is Hawthomden re- 
markable for its caverns & romantic sitnation. 

"MelroBS (or Meurs) a small town with a great linnen mann- 
foctnre on the B: Tweed. Noble mins — of the Abbey-Choreh 
built about onr Edw: ^'' time, and exquisitely adOTn'd. Colony 
of Mssona atni dwelling there." 

No tieit to ArbrMtth till 1765, when (September Sth) Gray tells 
Beatlie that he has just returned thence to Glamis Castle. 

' Tliis 'm only a faqon de parler : Gray most have known, since 
Walpole knew on August 24th. "Louiahurg (North America) 
Jitly &lh. Landing of General Amhenit's people at Lonishorg in 
Cape Breton ; with a view of besieging that important place. 
Which has now beoome extremely difBcolt; the garrison, and their 
defeoces, military, naval, being in full readiness for such an event. 
Landing was done by Brigadier Wolfe ; under the eye of Amherst 
and Adiniral Boeeawen from rearward, and under abundant fire of 
iiatteriee and musketries playing on it ahead : in one of the snriiest 
seas (but we have waited four days, and it hardly mends), tossing 
us about like corks ;— so that ' many of the boats were broken ; ' 
and Wolfe and people ' had to leap out, breast-deep,' and make 
fight for themselves, the faster the better, under very intricate 
circumstances! which wss victoriously done, by Wolfe and his 
people ; really in a rather handsome manner, that morning. As 
were all the snbseqoent siege operations, on luid and on water, by 
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you. I am glad however to repay you with " the Ejng of 
FruBsia ; " there is a man for you at a dead lift, that has 
beat and bafBed his three most powerful enemies,' who 
had swallowed him up iu idea : not that I look upon this 
last exploit, however seasonable, as his most heroic exploit : 
I suppose it tsae only bntchering ' a great flock of slaves 
and sav^es,' a conquest that, but for the necessity of it, 
he would have disdained. "Wliat use onr little supply is 

them and the others : — till (AoguBt 8th] the siege ended ; —in com- 
plete surrender " (Cftrlyle, "Frederick the Great," bk. xviil, chap. 

' AtthebattleofZomdorf (see to Wharton, Aug. 31, p. 4S, n. 1}. 
Frederick had defeated the Bnuians ; thongb compelled to raise 
the siege of Olmutz, he had completely baffled Daon and the 
AnBtrians as to the line of hia retreat (to nis own " marqniBate " to 
light this battle) ; Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, his brother-in- 
law, had defeatttd the French under Clermont at Crefeld (June 
23rd) on the French side of the Rhine ; Prince Henri, his brother, 
kept the Austrians in check in Saxony. 

' The Prussians were exasperated at the ravages of the Cosaacks. 
Talce this incident in " t^e straggle between Thesens and the 
Minotwir — the bloodiest battle of the Seven Years War," as 
Carlyle calls it. " Three of these grase-devU battalions " [a name 
Frederick bestowed on his own ragged veterans] " were natives of 
this same bumt-ont Zorndorf country j we may fane; the Platt- 
Tent«cb hearts of them, and the sacred lightning, with a moistnre 
in it, that was in their eyee. Platt-Tentsch plat«oning, bayonet- 
charging,— on such terms no Russian or mortal quadrilateral can 
stand it. The Rnssisn Minotaur goes all to shreds a second time ; 
but will not run. ' No quarter !'—' Well, then, none'" (" Frederick 
tiie Great," bk. xviii., chap. xiii.). 

' A true description of the Cossacks — but, aa Gray could have 
gathered, I think, even from Whitworth's "Account of Russia" 
(seep. 39, n. 4, supra), the main body of a Russian army at this date 
could lay some claim to the title of disciplined troops. There 
WBB improvement even between Narva (1700) and Paltova(1706}, 
and before the death of Peter the Great he may be said to have 
given Russia something better than » disorderly militia. 

Yet Frederick himself underrated the enemy before this battle. 
" He greatly despises Russian soldiership ; ' Pooh, pooh.' he would 
answer, if Keith from experience said, 'Your Maj^y does not do 
it justice ' — and Keith has been known to hint, ' If the trial ever 
come, jour Majesty will alter that opinion.' " So Carlyle writes. 
I.e., and adds, at the end of thesbn^, " must have altered Fried- 
ridi's notion of the Rusdans when ne next comes to speak with 
Keith." Nor were their disposition and strategy at Kunersdorf 
(Frederieh's Pultova) next year, 1769, at aU those of an undis- 
ciplined army. 
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like to be of ID Qermanj I caimot axy. I only know that 
my Iiord Granby, vitb lus bone, had a bridge which broke 
under them, and that he (the MorqueBs) waa aore bruised 
and laid up ; but I think the Electorate may be saved for 
all thi«. 

Old Pa.' wrote to me from Scarborough three weeks 
ago ; he had seen more in hi§ jonmej than ever he saw 
before is his life, and was to see twice as much more in his 
way to Glamis.' He ie become acquainted with rocks and 
predpices, and despises the tameness and insipidity of all 
we call fine in the South. Mr. Pitt * and he did not pro- 
pose being at Qlamis till the end of August. 

If I had been at the great gambling dinner, I should 
have desired somebody would help me to a collop of the 
other great turtle, though I believe it is vile meat. You 
tell me nothing about the good family at Bipton,* that 
were to come t<^ether from all quarters and be bo hapfrf 
this summer ; has any ill chance hindered their meeting, or 
have you not paid them a visit this vacation ? It is an 
infinite while since I heard from Mason ; I know no more 
of him than you do j but I hope Camctacus will profit of 
our losses ; if pleasure or apphcation take up his thoughts 
I am half content. 

My health I cannot complain of, but as to my spirits 
they are always many d^rees below changeable, and I 
seem to myself to inspire everything around me with ennm 
and dejection ; but some time or other bU these things 
must come to a conclusion, till which day I shall remain 
very sincerely yours, 

T. Or. 

Commend me to any that enquire after me, particularly 
Mr. Talbot." 

' See notes on preeedins letter. Gray, we are told, prononnctil 
his name i*agrave, hence Old Pa. 

' The seat of Lord Strothmore, of which we shall lead more in 
nas. SeevoLL.p. 258, n. 2. 

* Nephew of " tEe Groat Coramoner." See vol. i, p. 258, n. 2 ; 
(6., p. 366 and a. 4. 

* The Bonfoys of Abbot's Sipton in Hmitingdonshire. See 
vol. i., p. 281, na. 3 and 4. 

' He b mentioned among tlioee Cambridge acqnaintiincea to 
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CLXXV. To Wharton. 

Sept: IS 175S. 
Dbas Dootob 

Havmg been for » coiuiderable time without anj 
news of you, I have talcea it into my Iiead, that jou &re 
ill, or that M" Wharton is so. you will not wonder, if I 
grow a little snperstitioua, when you know, that I have not 
been a, step out of the house ' for this fortnight or more 
past, for 'tS." BogerB has been at the point of death with a 
disorder in her stomach, aocompanied with coutinual and i- 
laborious reachings, & a total loss of appetite, that has 
reduced her to the weakness of an infant, I mean, her 
body, tho' her senses are Btill perfect, & (what I think 
remarkable) she has recovered the use of her speech 
(which for several years had been hardly intelligibte), & 
pronounces almost as plain, as ever she did. she is now, 
for three days past, such is the strength of her constitu- 
tion, in a way of recovery : medicine has had nothing to do 
in it, for she will take nothing prescribed her. when I say 
recovery, I do not mean, that she will ever recover her 
strength again, but, I think, she may lire a good while in 
this helpless state; however it is very precarious, and 
If Hayes' believes her quite worn out. I certainly do 
not put on (to you) more tenderness, than I really feel on 
this occasion, but the approaches of death are always a 
melancholy object, & common humanity mast suffer some- 
tbiug from such a spectacle. 

It is an age since I heard anything from Mason, if I 
do not mistake, this should be his month of waitii^, unless 
he has exchanged hie turn with somebody : if he be in 
town, you must probably have heard of him, & can give 
me some intelligence. My old new acquaintance I^dy 

whom Gny, through Brown, sent comeB of the two Odee, July 26, 
'S7 ; Gray (to Brown, July, 1780) jocularly affirms that T&lbot 
helped to bnng about " BiUy RobuiBOii'H" marriage. Mitford, cm 



criticiam, Aug. 21, I7S6 (vol L, p. 271). 
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Denbigh ' is bere at Stokehonse ; but I do not beUere, I 
abaH be able to get out, or have any oi^rtunitj of seeing 
her, while she stays. 

IF mj fancies (which I hope in Ood are mere fanciee) 
diould prove true, I hope you will let somebody tell me, 
how you do. if not, I shall beg you to tell me yourself, as 
soon as possible, & set my understanding to rights. A4ieu, 
dear S', I am ever Most sincerely Tours, 



Dr ThotnM WIiArton M:B: in 

Sonthawpton-Bow, Bloomsbuiy 
London 



CLXXVI. To the Rev. James Brown. 

October 28, 1768. 
Drib Sia — 

You will not iniE^ne me the less grateful for the 
long letter you were so good to write me some time since, 
because I have omitted to answer it, especially if you know 
what has since happened. Mrs. Bt^ers died in the end of 
September ; and what with going to town to prove her will 
and other necessary things, what with returning back 
hither ' to pay debts, make iuTentories, and other snch 
delightful amusements, I have really been almost wholly 
taken up. I might perhaps make a merit even of writing 
now, if you could form a just idea of my situation, being 
joint executor with another aunt,* who is of a mixed breed 
between and the Dragon of Wantley.* So much for 

' Gray meanB, I think, that he had been acquainted with Ihia 
lad; before her recent marriage and change of style. She was 
married on April 12th, 1757, to the 6th Earl (rf Denbigh. She wm 
a deecendant of Sir Robert Bruce Cotton, the famoos autiqnai; 

Sw badly treated b;^' Jamea I. and Charles L). It was her father, 
believe, the great-grandson of Sir Robert, who in 1700 (the ;^ear 
in which he came of age) gave Hie Cottonian library t« Uie nation, 
and in 1757 this ooUection, after several vicitsltndes, was trans- 
ferred to the Britiflh Mnsenm. 
' To Stoke, 

* Mrs. Oliffe, joint eseoatw with Gray. — Mitford. 

* The burlesque ballad frmn which Gray draws this oomplimeot 
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her. I next proceed to tell yon that I saw Maaon in town, 
who ata^ed there a day on my account, and then set out 
(not in a huff) with a laudable resolution to pass his winter 
at Aeton, and gaTe a curate,' My Lord' has said some- 
thing to him, which I am glad of, that looked Uke an 
excuse for his own dilatoriness in preferring him ; but this 
is a secret. He told me had seen ^on, and that you were 
welL Dr. Wliarton continues dispuited, but a little better 
than be was. The first act of Canu^acut is just arrived 
here, but I have not read it over. 

I am very disagreeable ; but who can help that? Adieu, 
my best Mr. Brown ; I am ever yours, 

T. Q. 

I shall hardly be at Cambridge before Christmas. I 
recollect that it is reiy posdble you may hare paid my 

be knew from the "Collection of HiBtoricftl Ballade," in 3 vols., 
1727. 

" All aorta of cattle this dragon did eat, 
Some say he ate np treea. 

And that the foreste snre he nonld 



txu a<i« lui, fuiu iQiu ijijua ueiuxiiu. 

But some stones, dear Jack, that he ooold not crack. 
Which on the hilb yon will find." 
"More of More Hall" is the St. George to this omnivOTOnti 
mouBter, whoae den was "in Yorkshire, near fair Botherhaan." 
The place was in fact Wamcliffe (locally pronotmced Wantl^) 
Lodge, the seat of the Wortleys — to whidi family belonged the 
mother of Edward Wortley Monti^ii, hnsband of the nunoos 
Lady Mary. The hallad is said to be a parable of a lawsuit early 
in the aeventeenth centni? on a qaeetion nf tithe ; the Wortleys oi 
that day trying to exact it in kind, and the tithe-payers contend- 
ing for a modns. " More of More-hall was either tlie attMney, or 
connsellor, who condmrt^d the Bait." In 1727, or thereabonte, the 
seoie of theeongwaeex^ainedtoaTisit<v. "Here lav the dragon 
killed by Moor of Moor Hall : here lay his head : here lay his tail ; 
and the stones we came over oa the bill are those he could not 
eraok : and yon white house yon see half a mile off, is Moor Hall," 
etc. etc. (ParUy from Pertn^B notes, "Reliqnee," vol. iiL, bk. iii. 
13.) 
> I pretnime that he did bo ; for there appears a vacancy in the 
y between Mr. Oelap's leavii^ Aaton and Mr. Wood eomli^ 
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58 ghat's letters. 

InUa ,- if 80. praj inform me what they amount to, that I 
may send the money when I get to London, or sooner, if 
you please. 



CLXXVn. To Wharton. 

Not: 1758. Sttdce. 

Dear Doctok 

My judgement is, that if your picture posseaa bnt 
any one of the beauties yon see & describe in It, it must 
certainly be worth eight or ten times as much aa you gave 
for it. I only wonder, you should foi^t to say by what 
lucky chance yon came by it. Old Frank ' was a Dutch 
master of some note : the histoty of that school I am very 
little acquainted with, but if I aia not mistaken, there was 
lately published a French account of their lives in two or 
more volumes, 4", W" I have seen at Nourse's,' in w""" you 
may meet with better information. 

I am agreeably employed here in dividing nothing with 
an old Harridan,' who is the Spawn of Cerbema & the 

' There were eleven paintera of the name Franeken [Franck or 

Frank] working off and on at Answerp in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centoriee. The difBcalty in dietingnishing tbem in increased 



by the fact that they were all of the same style and tradition ii 
their art. How many of them were of the same famitv is n- 
certain. One family emei^es, that of Nioholae of Herentnals, n 



himself famoas, who died at Antwerp in 1606. His three sous, 
Jerome, Fraoz, and Ambrose, achieved reputation. It is this 
Franz, a pupil of Flotia, who was the first " Old Frank." He 
called himself bo in 1507 on the pictore of Christ on the road to 
Golgotha, now at Dresden, eigned " D. (Den onden) F. Franck." 
This was to distiugnish his work from that of his eon, alao Fnma 
Franeken. Bnt this Franz in his tnm became " Old Frank " in 
distinction from his son ; and that son, once more, signs " D. 0. 
Franck " on his Moees striking the Rock, dated 1654, in the Ang>- 
bnrg GaUery. So that there are three Old Franks to exercise con- 
ncuteun. Wharton perhape thinks he has bought " Old Frank"; 



1^ this passage. 

' Either the nxans of Nonree of Cambridge, mentioned to Brown 
(voL L, p. 341), or a bookseller's ; the latter, I think. 

* Itauaeed by Gray — a word therefore not in fi«.i»iii*r nee. Pope 
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Dr^^on of Wactlej. When I sli&ll get to town I caimot 
divine, bat doubtleBa it will be between this and Chrigtmas. 

i'ou were bo good to offer me house'room for some of my 
lunber : I am tlierefore pacMng up certain boze§ & baskets, 
whicli I believe you will be troubled with, but I b^ 
M" WliartoD to consider well first, whether it will be in- 
convenient to her. if she assures me, it will not, I shall 
inform yon shortly of their shapes and numbers, at 
present it seems to me, that there will be 3 or 4 lai^ 
Dozes ; & five baskets of china : the rest Madam Foster ' 
shall accommodate. 
Ah, poor Eing of Prussia ! ' what will become of him P 

" With borrow'd pins, and patehes not her own, 
Bnt just endnr'd the winter she began. 
And in fonr months a batter'd katridan," 

Mdeer, a ClutraeUr. 
It is " baridelle," which Cotgravfl defines as "a poor tit, or lean 
ill-favonred jade." 

From Gr^H will it appears Uiat Mrs. Oliffe was living at Cam- 
bridge in 1770, as was Mary Antrobns, bis second coosin. To 
Mary Antrobns he leaves the property in Comhill, let at a rental 
of £6S, on condition that out of it she ^ye " Mrs. Jane OlliSe, my 



b, of Cuubridge, widow, the som m twenty pounds per a; 
i^ her nator^ Ufa" Perhaps it was fear of the eontei 

abont to molest or commence any soit against my execntors in t£e 



dnrii^ her natural Ufa" Ferhans it was fear of the contentions 
spirit of Mis. Olifie that dictatea the prwUo towards the end of 
the will, — " And if any relation of mine, or otiier l^atee, shall gr 



execution of their office, I do, as far m tiie law will permit me, .'' 
hereby reroke all such beqoests'or k^^araes as I had given to that 
person or persons," etc 

' So Gray spells here. This is his cousin, Mrs. Forster (fmrmerly 
Pattinson), who had arrived in Enj^and from India in 17S1, vol L, 
p. 216 and n.). At some time after the date at tiiie letter then 
had sprung np a diference between Uie cousins, which was reeou- 
ciled u 1768 (see to Wharton, Aug. 1 of that year). Mis. Forster 
was the widow of John Forster, sometime goveniiH' of Fort William, 
Bengal Her only child was a danghtw, oddly named John-Anna, 
who in 1707 married Sir Harry Gonng. The " boy," bom in 179S 

gee to Wharton, I.e.), was Charles- Forster Goring, who succeeded 
ir Harry in 1824. To his mother (John- Anna) <&ay left a lega^, 
with the words: "I give to Anna, Lady Goring, my second conam 
by the father's side, m the county of Sussex, five hundred pounds 
reduced Bank annnltiee, and a pair of large bine and white Japan 

{'us." This l^acy she enjoyed only three years — she died in 
774. 
' While Frederick was busy with the Russians, Daun had 
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I am told here, that matters are much worae, than ia jei 
avowed. I also hear that eeTen QenenlB have refused tiie 
command, V^ Hopson ' is now gone with, who has been 
before oensured for ill-conduct, & is besides so infirm, that 
he will not live the voy&ge. Adieu, dear 3', I am ever 

TCh." 

piuhed into Saxon;. Thitlier Frederick moved, titer Zomdorf i 
aod his pre8«ic« in support of Prince Henri brought aboat a dead- 
lock, Daiin entrenching himself at Stfllpen near Pima, in Fabian 
inaction ; whilst, away in SOesia, the AoetriaDB were blockadinK 
Neiase. Frederick therefore marched with the intention first <3 
cutting off Datui's "breadbasket," bb Carljle calle it, at Zittau, 
and secondly of relieving Neiese. But Dann was this time before- 
hand with Mm ; and posted himself so as to block the Zittau road. 
Dann was in a commanding position ; but Frederick despised him 
too much to retreat ; ana in spite of the remonstrances of his 
generals, actually pitched his camp in a trap — a kind of Ladysmith 
—nnder the enemy's fin. Hochkuvh was mdeed on a hiU^>at it 
was dominated by hilla yet higher, wooded, and occupied by Dann, 
who deceived Frederick as to his intentions, making him believe 
that he waa on^ Bwsariug himself as usual ; while he planned and 
executed (14th October, ^) a night surprise, the battle of Hoeh- 
kirch, in which Prederiok lost " 101 pieces of cannon, most of his 
tents and camp-fornitnre, and above 8,000 of his brave people, 
6,381 ol them and 119 officers either dead or eaptiva" His trastr 
Marshal Keith died shot through toe heart. The courage and 
energy of Frederick and his troope after this reverse were as re- 
marUihle as the remissness of Dann in turning it to so little 
advantage (see Carlyle's "Frederick," bk. xviii., chap. ziv.). A 
heavier calami^ to Frederick was the death of his beloved sister, 
Wilhelmina, Margravine of Baireuth, on the very day at this 
battle. 

' Major-Oeneral H<^ieo& was appMuted to the command of an 
expedition i^;ainst Martinique, whioh sailed on the 12tii of No- 
vember, 1TS8. The attack on this Island f^led, and the armament 
directed its course to Gnadalottpe, whwe General Hopson died. — 
Mitford. Walpole calls him Hobson. 

' This letter ii stamped Nov. 10, and addressed r " To Dr 
Wharton, M:D: in Sontmmpton-Row, Bloomsbnry, London." 
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CLXXVIII. To Mason. 

Stoke, Norember «, 1768. 



I sliould have told jou th&t Caradoe come safe to 
band,' bat m; critical faculties baTe been bo taken ap in 
dividing notbing vith " The Dr^on of Wantle/a Dam," 
that tbey are not yet composed enough for a better and 
more tranquil employment; shortly, however, I will make 
them obey me. But am I to send this oopy to Mr. Kurd, 
or return it to you i* Methinks I do not love this trarel- 
ling to and again of manuscripts by the post. While I 
am writing, your second packet' is jost arrived. I can 
only t«U you in eross that there seem to me certain 
passages altered, which might as well have been let alone ; 
and ^t I shall not be e^y reconciled to Mador's own 
801^.' I must not have my foncy raised to that i^^reeable 
pitch of heathenism and wild mi^cal entbnaiasm, and 
then have you let me drop into moral philoHophy and cold 
good sense. I remember you insulted me when I saw you 
last, and affected to call that which delighted my imagina- 
; tion nonsense. Now I insist that sense is nothing in poetry 
j but according to the dress she wears, and the scene she 
I appears in. If you should lead me into a superb Oothic 

'■ Asecond maunscript of "Caractacus,"with the Odesinserted. 
—Mason. Had I made use of this note in time, it would have 
saved me Bome perplexitv, and helped me to set in the proper 
places much that Mitford left in «onfnsion. 

' Mason's note mnet therefore refer to both paolcete. The first, 
as we see from the preceding letter to Brown, eontained the first 
act, the second practically completed " Cfu-actacns," with the ex* 
ception of the ode, " Hark, heard ye not yon footsteps dread." 

' He means here the second ode, which was afterwards greatly 
altered. — MoMm, who wonld have us sappose that Gray r^era to 
" Hail, thoQ harp," etc., which Mador sinjirs in a solo mtrodnced 
by the words : 

" Mador, thou 
Alone shalt lift thy voice," etc 

Bat see vol. i., p. 323, where misled by Mitford, I have placed 
Gray's criticisms. It thence appears quite clearly that Mason was 
projecting a philosophic song for Mador— and that Gray is depre- 
cating this. 
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[building vith a tliodBiuid clustered pillars, each of them 
ihaJf a mile high, tke walls all covered with fretwork, and 
the windows foil of red and blue sainte, that had neither 
head nor tul, and I shoidd find the Venus of Medici in 
person perked up in a long niche over the hi^ altar, as 
naked as ever she was bom, do you think it would raise 
or damp m; devotions? I say that Mador must be 
entirely a Briton, and that Mb pre-eminence among his 
companions must be shewn by superior wildness, more 
barbuic fancy, and a more strikiiig and deeper harmony, 
both of words and numbers. If British antiquity be too 
narrow, this is the place for invention ; and if it be pure 
invention, ao much the clearer must the ezpression be, 
and so much the stronger and richer the imagery — there's 
for you now.' 

I am Borry to hear yon complain of your eyes. Have a 
care of canme-light, and rather play at hot-cockles with 
the children than dtber read or write. Adieu! I am 
truly and ever yours, 

T. G. 



CLXAIX. Maton to Qra/y. 

DiAS Mb. Obat, 

I recMved your l<ut, but, as I had before sent you 
my second Ode, I was in hopes to have heard again, with 
your particular remarks on that. Observe, tne second 
stanza, that is, the first antistropfae, I int«nd to alter on 
account of the sameness of im^tery with one in Melan- 
choly;' but I hope the rest will stand, some words ei- 

' The foortli ode was afterwardB new written. — Mama. Thia 
meaiui that for the " philoaDphic " ode — which Gray likens to the 
" VenoBof MedidinaQothic ttnilding" — was Babstitnted, "Hark, 

beard ye not yon footatep dread T" ef" " ' -<--'-■<- ^>--. s- - 

loHt letter Maboq had sketched to Ort 
ode — never, I conjecture, completed. 

' In the latter part of Novamber of this •s«»i. 

' I think he means " II Penseroeo." Yet I aee nothing in the 
first ADtJstrophe of " Hail, Uion harp," which reminds one <tf 
Hilton's poem, and Mason's tiUttutioti, we shall see, he eaoeelled. 
Perhaps the lines : 
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ceptod. I will attempt a new Mador's song' to please 
7011, but, in in; own mind, I would ndt bave him sing 
tliere at ^ on account of tlie t<mt eneemble' for ha aage 
all the second Ode,' and also all the fonrth, so I am afraid 
lie will be hoaiw. I like the idea of my fourth Ode 
much, and the preparation to it It is the speech of an 
Armed Death * to the Britons, whom Mador is supposed 
to see and bear just at the onset of the battle. Thus — 

Chorus. 

" bnt why ia this T 

Why doth OUT brother Mador snatch his hajp 
From youdor bough T why this way bend his steps ? 

Caractacus. 
" He looks entranced.' The fillet bursts that bound 
His liberal locks ; hie snowy Teatments laU 
In amide folds, and all his floating form 
Doth seem to glisten with diviui^. 
Yet is he speeuileBa. Bay, them chief of holds. 
What is there in this airy vacancy 
That thon, with fiery and irregolar glanoe. 



bore, as Uiey originally stood, a oloser resemblauoe to Hilton's : 
" While rocking winds are piping lond." 

' SesToL L, pp. 322, 323 [where dele in note the words, "the 
ode alrtady critidKed by Graj." It »uitM to have been so, bnt as 
is now clear to me, these eriticismB were misplaced by Mitford]. 

' To this Gray refen, vol. i., p. 316 : " You will say I have no 
notion of totU-entenUtUt if I do not tell yOD that I like the scheme 
of this ode at least as well as the execution." 

' [Therefore this did not exactly take the place of the " philo- 
sophic " song ; that was to have come in earlier, if at all, close 
upon the ode, " Mona on Snowdon calls." It is diaposed of for 
ever by Gray's suggestion (vo). L, p. 323) that " the Choms may 
break off and do very well without a word n: — " '■■ - -• ■ 

* This image survives from the discard'' ~ 
Gray discnsaed in January of this year. 

* Now " He is entran^d." I suspect that the change w 
to Gray ; that he objected to " loolm " in the sense of " t 
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Should scan tlma wildly T wherefore hetvM thy breast T 

Whystarte 

Ode. 
" Hark I heard ye not yi»i footateps dread, 
That shook the earth with thnndoiiig tread t 

Twu Death ; in haste 

The wanior paas'd ; 
High tower'd hia helmed head, 
I mark'd hia mail, I marlc'd hu aliield ; 
I spf 'd the Hparkling of his apear, 
I saw hia giant arm tfte falchion wield ; 
Courage wae in hia van and Conqneat in hia rear." ' 

And so it goes on, bat without a word of Odin and 
W&llialla ; * yet the general Celtic principle of the happi- 
ness of dying in battle ia tonofaed upon, which, I hope, is 
not in itself too Scaldic 

I send you with this another packet, and I hare another 
ready to follow it. Then I get to my third Ode,* and, 
when that is done, I shall have little more than traoacrip- 
tion. When you have all the MS. I would have you keep 
it till I write about sending it to Mr. Hurd ; probably we 
may contrire it without posting. Do excuse all this 
Caractacation. I am seriouslr desirous of getting quit of 
him, and therefore must tronnle you till I do. 

Mr. Brown has writ me a long letter about keeping my 
Divinity Act,* which, he says, I mnet do neit March. Do 
yon say so too? If you do I will incontinently drown 
myself ; till when, 

I remain, sincerely yonrs, 

W. Mabow. 

My eyes, by bUstering, are well again. 

' Aline for which Maeon anbetitnted " Widewav'dUieUekVing 
hlade, and fir'd the angry air " — in conaeqnence of Gray's censure 
(Jan. 18, 'B»)- 

' HasoQ was for introdocing ( Janqaiy, 17SS) tlteae details of the 
Norte mythology into the diBcarded ode. 

' That which "hegins : 



* For hia degree of Bachelor of Dirinity, a aecessarr step to 
D.D. in his case, and, I think, to the retention of hia feUowaUp. 
The Act conriatod at thia time oi a theaia in Latin on some subject 
set by the Begins Prcrfessor of Divinity ; to which the Profesaor 
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ChSSX. To Mason. 

[Dm. lor 2, 17SS.' 

. . . And now I rejoice with jou in the recovery of your 
eyes ; pray learn their value, and be sparing of uiem.' I 
shall leave thu place in about a fortnight, and within that 
time hope to despatch you a packet with my criticalitiei 
entire. I send this bit first, because you desire it. Dr. 
Wharton ' is in great hopes that Mr. Hurd will not treat 
Dr. Atenside so hardly as he intended, and desires you 
would tell him so. As* his request is founded on mere 
humanity (for he pretends no friendship, and has but a 
slight acquaintance with the doctor), I present it to you, 
and wish you would acquaint Mr. Eurd with it, the sooner 
the better. 

I am well and stupid, but ever unalterably yours 

T.G: 

1 do not understand if Praaer is recovered : I vrish he 
was. Do you know any thing of Stonhewer? 

broaght forward objectioiia which the candidate bad to answer ; 
the tartare was to last at least an hoar. 

' [I reprint this here for the sake of deuneea. That this is the 
right place and approximatety the right date for it, I am con- 
vinced^ Lacking the leisnre to take a complete wntpecltu of my 
task, I am liatile to discover a little too late the errors of my pre- 
decesBors when they misdate beyond reasonable limits. Happier 
editors will perhaps take note that with this went probably the 
criticisms on the second ode of Caractacns, " Hail thou harp," etc 
from " Whom Camber bore," vol. i., p. 314, to " l>r. Long will tell 
yoQ," ib., p. 316 ; that since on p. 316 the note on ii. 2 comes after 
that on ii. 3, while in a, secimd note on ii 3,ib., Gray says, " I told 
yon of the swart star before," t.«,, in a previous dispatch, the infer- 
ence is that all from the wcaiis " These are my favonrite stanias" 
to " execution " (p. 316) was sent later.] 

' Seevol. i.,p. 317, n. I, and to Mason, Nov. 9, '68, ad fin. ; also 
Mason to Gray, Nor. '5S, stgira. 

' Seevol. i., p. 317, n. 2. Bnt the forUicoming book was not 
the ' ' Dissertations " — an error doe to the misplacing of this letter 
bv Mitford. It was, as will be seen, the "Moral and Political 
IJia1ogaeB"(17Sg]. 

* [S> Gray, 1 am snre, meant it. Throneb not noticing his habit 
of t^mung a sentence without capitals, Mitford has pnnctoated 
this part of the letter wrongly. ] 
II. V 
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CLXXXI. To Wharton^ 
Dklb Doctob 

Tou are bo hospitable in your offers, tliat my 
Cargo ia preparing to set out on Monday next, and wiU (I 
imagine) present itself at your door on Taesday or Wed- 
nesday next : it comes by water,' and the Man undertakes 
the whole together, so that I need not trouble any one to send 
to the wharf about them, I have divided this incumbrance 
between yourself and M" Forster, yet am afraid you will 
find your share of it more than enough, it cooBists of 

1. A Cheat cover'd with leather & bound with iron. N" ). toll of 
Bed and Table Linnen. 

8. A large wainacot Box with iron handles, N" 2. foil of the same, 

& other fnnutnre. 

3. A long deal Box, N° 3. of the same. 

4, B, 6, 7, 8. Five large Baakete, of China. N" 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

9. A wainscot Chest of Drawers, matted up. N° 10. with table- 

linnen, covets for chaiis, curt^ua, and aome little Plate. 

10. A middling deal-box, of aheeta, qnilte, &c; N" 13. 

11. A sqnare India-Cabinet, of odd uameleaa things. M° lb. 

The numbers you see at the end (which are also inscribed 
on the parcels) relate to the whole A not to your part of 
them, therefore you need not take any notice of them. As 
to the danger of fire, nothing cfui be more combaetible 
than the China-baskets, being of wicker and pack'd full of 
Tow, f^per. Shavings, and Hay: wherever they are dis- 
posed, I should hope nobody would come with a candle. 
If the matted things fright you on the same account, the 
coverings may be taken off, and laid by in some dry place. 

' The first part of this letter was omitted by Mitfoid, aa con- 
taining only partioalars of famitnre, etc. ; it was iirstprinted 1^ 
Mr. Goaae. I have reprodnced Gray's spdling, et«. ms nervous 
dread of fire ia manifest in it ) as in a letter oi similar detail, Oct 
21, '61, first published by Mr. Gosae in the " Athennnm." 

' From Stoke to London, mainly by the Thames. It is part of 
the "nothing" which he has been dividing with the Dragon of 
Wantley's Dam. His care in amall economic matters ia a char- 
acteristic which he sharee with men of fjreater genios, Shakespeare 
and Goethe. What did Ae want with "the old Portmanteau, 
with servants linnen " T Perhaps he rescued it from the old 
conDorant to ^ve it to Mary Antrobua. See note on p. 30. 
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I like mightily your proposal of iosumg ; bnt I thoi^ht, 
they vould not do it for China, G-ksees, or Linneu. Then 
T&lne (including M" Forster's parceU) I should set at 
about 250X I could not perhaps sell the contents for so i 
much, bnt it is certain, that I could never buy them for | 
that money. If it could be done immediately, I should be 
glad (supposing it be not any great trouble) the' in about 
ten days I shall be in Town myself. Will you let your 
Servant enquire, if my old lodgeings' will be vacant at 
that time? 

It may be necessary to add a list of the reniaiidng 
parcels, supposing you should think it right to insure afi 
together. At M™ Forster's : 



2. A Hand-basket, with a Kettle, Pewter, and kiteheo ntensils. 

No. 1!. 

3. An old Portmaiiteaii, with servant's liuuen, &e: N" 12. 

4. A Walnut-tree Escritoire, npper half, with quilting, a bed, 

toilettes, & some china, matted, N> 14. 

5. Lower Port of y> same, with Cushions, Curtains, Blankets, & 

a few Books, N" IS. 

6. Large Deal-Case with Looking-Gloeses, Pictures, &c; N^ IS. 

7. 8, 9, 10. Six chairs, and a Settee— matted— No. XX, 1 ; 2 ; 3 ; 

U. A deal Chest of Books N° 21. 
there are some other trifles, but tbis all worth mention. 

I am glad you are master of a Pietd.* I could have said 
Fiet4 myself, if I had not left ofE being a Coxcomb or a 
Connoisseur. Palma (that is the old one) ' was a good 
colorigt, like most of y" Yenetians, but remarkable for bad 
drawing, particularly of hands and arms. What you say 

' Protebly in Gloacealer Street See p. 32 and n. 1. 

' A Pieta is a picture of the Entombment of our Lord. From 
what follows I shoold conjectnre that Wharton belieres he has 
acquired a picture of Palma on this subject, as before (see p. 68, 
n. 1 supra) he fancied, perhaps, he hod bouKht an Old Frank. 

* Jacopo Patma [1480-lfiSH, ctrc]— called Palma VeaAio ; his 
grand-nephew being Palma Gii/tiane. Modem opinion confirms 
Gray ; he became a good colonrist ander the inSnence of Gioi^ne 
and Titian ; bat his dranghtmanship was inferior. In the Pitti 
Palace at Florence is a " Christ at Emmans " of his ; Gray saw 
there what he calls " Pilgrims of Emaus," but that he says is 
Gnercino'a. (" Gray and His Friends," p. 322.) 
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of Dr. Ak : ' I fully agree witJi you in, & h&Te mentioned 
it to Mason.* aa soon as I can write to Mr. H:,* I shall 
repeat tc him a part of yonr own words, w^ I think will 
prevail, besides I know he thinks himself obliged to you 
m Dr. H:"" * affair. I have seen no Bouaaeau,' nor anybody 
else: all lean tell you is, that I am to dine' with my Lady 
Carlisle to-morrow, who is a melancholy Dowager reduced 
from Oastle- Howard '' and ten thousand pounds a year to 
1500.£, her jewels, plate, & a fine house in town excellently 
well fumish'd. She has just discorer'd too (I am told in 
confidence) that she has been long the object of Calumny, 
&, Scandal, what am I to say to comfort her ? 

I do not disUke the Lanreate ' at all, to me it is his best 

' Akenfride. See infra on Mason to Gray, Jan'. 22, '68-0. 

' In preceding briefiet. 

' Hurd. 

' Heberden's. See voL L, p. 160, a. i. I do not know what the 
Eiffiur was, bat perhaps some cine niay lie affoTded od p. 247 of 
vol. i., and the note S there. 

^ The man seema to be meant, and not any of his books. There 
may have been mmours of his coming to England at ttiis date. He 
never came imtil 1766. 

" Perhape at Lady Cobham's at Stoke. Lady Carlisle, danghter 
of William, 4th Lord Byron, #bb the second wife of Hemy Howard, 
4th Earl of Carlisle, who died on the 4th of September of this year, 
1758, and mother of that Earl who was the guardian of the 6th 
Lord Byron, the poet — waa honoured by him with the dedication of 
" Hoots of Idleness " [2ud ed. ), and attacked by him in " Fngljah 
Bards and Scotch Reriewem." 

' Co. York, one of the seats of the Earls of Carlisle. Her son 
was at this time ten years old. She had been fifteen years married 
to her hnsband. 

" William Whitehead. His Ode for his Majesty's Birthday 
[1768] b^ins : 



Where Fame, and Otho led the way, 
Tbe Genins of the Julian hill s 



(Whose piny anmmits nod with snow. 
Whose Maiads poor their thousand rills 

To awell th' exnlting Fo) 
An eager look prophetic cast 
And bail'd the hero aa he pass'd. " etc. 
Whitehead explains in " The Aignment ", " Abont the year 963, 
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Ode, but I dotk't expect any one should find it oat; for 
Otbert and Ateate are surely less known than Edw: the 
1", and Mount Snowden. it n no imitation of me ; but a 
good one of 

Pastor, cum traheret, &e: ' 

V was falaely laid to my charge. Adieu, dear Sir, I am 

Yours 
Dec; 2. 1758. 

F:S: If the China arrives safe and without rattling, the ! 
Men will deserve something to drink, w'^ I shall be careful '. 
to r^>ay : they promiBe to bring it on biers not in a cart. 
In S" 6 is the beet of it. 

Pray, do you know anything of Stonhewer? is he in 
London ? ' 



CLXXXII. To Mason. 

London, Jannaiy, 18, 1759.* 
Dbab Maboh, 

Tou will think me either dead, or in that happy 
state which is that of most people alive, of forgetting 
everything they ought to remember ; yet I am neither one 
nor the other. I am now is town, having taken leave of 
Stoke, and hoping to take leave of my other incumbrances 
in a few months hence. I send you in short my opinion 

Ottoberto of the family of Este, pasaed irom Italy into Germany 
with the Emperor Otto the Great." He then gote on to trace 
' ' 7 from this Otiibert, the pedigree of the House of Bmns- 



roughly f 



' The openinK of the thirteenth of the first book dt Horace's 
Odes ; sea voL i., p. 367, n. 2, and PiU Frees edition of " Gray's 
Poems," pp. 207, 20S. The resemblance between "The Bard" 
and tlus must be as obvions to every oike, aa it was to Johnson 
sod Alearotti, and it is at least extrenial; probable tbtt Whitehead 
was influenced by Gray's example. 

' To Wharton s London address, Sonthampton Bow, endorsed 
2 Dae. 1758 ; stamp, 4 Dec 

' It will be seen that this letter crossed that of Mason's, Jannary 
22, 175S-Q, and took five days to reach Aston in Yorkaldre from 
London. 
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of Caractacna, so far, I mean, as I have seen of it ; ' I aball 
only teU jon further, that I am charmed with the idea you 
giye me of your fourth Ode ; it is eicellently introduced, 
and the specimen you send me even sublime. I am wrapped 
in it ; but the last line of the stanza falls oS, and must be 
changed, " Courage was in his van,"* etc, for it is ordinary 
when compared with the rest ; to be sure, the immortali^ 
of the Boul and the happiness of dying in battle are Druid 
doctrines ; yon may dress them at pleasure, so they do but 
loot wild and British. 

I have little to say from hence but that Cleone * has suc- 
ceeded very well at Covent Oarden, and that people who 
despised it in manuscript went to see it, and confess — they 
cried BO.' For fear of crying too I did not go. Poor 
Smart ' is not dead, as was said, and Merope ' ia acted for 

' Herewith, therefore, was probably seat whatever of the eriti- 
dsm printed in vol. L, pp. 316-327, Msboq had not already re- 
oeivecl ; mainly on the non-lyrical parte of Caractacns ; only the 
Odes being atill incomplete. 

' See p. 04 and n. 

' Written by Dodsley and acted in 1768 [Dec.] at Covent Garden. 
In a manuteript Letter from Lord Chesterfield to Dodsley on the 
intended peorformance of this pl&y, he says : " Yon ahoold instruct 
the actors not to month oat the ¥ in the name of Siffroy, as if they 
were crying Oyeters. The prologue was written by Melmoth, the 
epilo^e by ShenBtone." — From Mitford. Melmoth aecnsed 
Gamck of trying to spoil the chances dt Cleone at Covent Garden 
bjr playioK s^wnat it " The Bnaybody " at Dmry Lane. Garrick 
tried fo conciliate Dodeley by oongratulatiaK him on his success 
and offering to support his interest, and received "a peerish 
answer" ("Garrick Correspondence," vol L, pp. 79, 80, where 
these letters are misdated '57). Warburton wrote to Garrick, Jan. 
IS, '69, " Dodsley is a wretebed fellow, and no man ever met with 
a worse retnrn than yon have done, for yonr endeavonra to serve 

* " Hiss Bellamy is stated in the heroine to have rivalled the ' 
sorrows of Mrs. Cibber [see vol. i., p. 21, n. 4 and AMffadain\. 
'-The principal incident is . . . the agonized ravings of a mother 
over her murdered child. . . . Dodsley certainly has written hii 
play with great feeling, anA close enongh in its expression to the 
gennine language of t^e passions" (Bwiden'e "Kemble," L, 340). 
The heroine was played by Mrs. Siddons in 1786. 

> See vol. i., p. 158, n. 4; A., p. 170, n. 4, and Jf&femrum («4ieTe 
for i/anuary read Jtme), 

* This was an adaptation of Volture's " Merope " by Aaron Hill 
(cf. vol L, p. 21, n. 4). MitCord ei^ it was first acted in 1749. 
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his benefit this week, with a new farce. The Qwirdian.' 
Here is e, very agreeable opera of Cooiii's, the Gynu,' 
which gave me some pleasure ; do yovL know I like both * 
Whitehead's Odes in great measure, but nobody else does. 
I hear matters will be made up with the Dutch,* and 
there will be no war. The King of Portugal has slily in- 
troduced troops into Lisbon, under pretence of clearing 

* A farce written by Oarrick, acted 1760, in two acts, and taken 

' *" t)io"Pamilb" ofi/loDB. Fafaii.—MHford. 

FaMR died in 17&0 at the age of fifty- 
fl "la PnpiUe," which was bis nuwtemeoe, 
Imitid riTale," "Joconde," and, I beliere, 



in ^reat meaaare from the "Papille" of Mona. Fagaii.—Miifi>rd. 
Chrutophe-ltartheleiiii Fasan died in 1750 at the age of fifty- 
one. He wrote, besides "la P —'■•■■ 
"le RendezrooB," "I'Amitid r 
several other comedies. 



" " II Uiro Kiconoecioto la the title oi an opera composed by 
Cocchi, produced at the Kiue'e Theatre in 17MI, and said by 
Dr. Barney to be the best of Cocchi's prodactiouB dnrinK bis re- 
sidence in England. In the Britiah Mnsenm ia a copy of the opera 
in Italian and Englinh, aa used in the thecitre at the time ; and it 
IB cDiiona to observe how materially it v&riee from the text tit the 
"Ciro RicoQoecinto " in the modern editions of Hetastasio's 
" Works." The wording of whole scenes is different — Milord. 
Cf. vol. i., p. 286, n. 3 ; mfra, p. A2, n. 1, 

' See p. 68, n. 8. The other Ode is " For the New Year, 1769." 
It is significant as niftT lr in g one new elation, in eonseqnence of ont 
successes in North America : 

" On other earths, in other skies 
B^ond old Ocean's western bonnd, 
Tho' bleeds afresh th' eternal wound. 
Again Britannia's cross triomphant flies. 
To Britisb George, the King (K isles. 

The tribes that rove th' Acadian snowi^ 
Bedeem'd from Gallia's polish'd wiles, 
Shall breathe their volimtary vows ; 
Where Nature Koarda ber last retreat, 

And pleas'd Astraea lingers still ; 
While Faith yet trinmpha o'er Deceit 
And Virtne reigns, from ignorance of ilL" 
The mention of Acadie is unfortunate. Longfellow's " Evangeline " 
shows how much reason the gentle innocent peasantry had to bless 
their "redemption from Gallia's wiles" nnder our "British 
Georges." 
■ ■^' Jpol 

uk c , , -L 

that we wiU not only not suffer them to enrich tikemselves by 
carrying all the French trade and all kinds of military stores to the 
French settlements, bnt that they lose th^ own ships into the 
bargain, that tiieyare ready to mi^Uh the Frhieess Boyal [the 
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away the rubbish,' and seized tbe unsaapecting con- 
BpiratorB in their own hooees ; thej are men of principal 
nat«, m particular the family of l^LTora, who h&Ta §ome 
pretonsionB to the crown ; and it is thought the Jesaita 
have made use of their ambition to execute their own 
revenge.* The story of the king's gaUantries, and the 
jealousy of B<mie man of quality, who contrived the aasassi- 
nation, is said to be all false.* 

Adieu ! I rejoice to hear you use your eyes again. Write 
to me at Dr. Wharton's, for perhaps I may go to Cam* 
bridge for some weeks, and he will take care I shall have 
your letter. 

CLXXXIII. Maton to Gray. 

Aston, Jan. 23, 1758[-0].' 
Dub Mb. Gba.t, 

I cannot help sending yon a line to desire that, if 
you can spare a moment from buying and selling South 

Princess Dowaser of Orange, eldest daughter of George II.] into 
the other world even before her time ; if her death amvea soon, 



pesrce-maker died, January 12th. 

' The debris of the ^reat earthquake of 1755. 

' The King had dismiseed his Jesnit chaplains in 1767 ; the 
commercial entenirises of the JesoitB had been stopped, and their 
merchandize confiscated. This waa the work of PombaL See next 

' Not BO, aa Gray, it will be seen, discovered. The King, Joeeph, 

was fired at and wonnded, September Srd, 1768, on retnming from 
" " » '^ -'"-'» - Morchior" """ m, _ .»... .. 



an assignation with the Morchioneas of Tavora. The Marqai 
Tavora and other high peison^es were tried and execnted for con- 
spiracy ; and the Jeanite were charged with complicity in tiie offiur 
L_ iL. gfeat stateamon Carvalho, M&tqnis of PombaT their deadlv 
They were in consequence banished from Portngal u)d 



its depeodeDcies by a decree of September 1st, 1769. 

Wslpole langfas to Lady Hervey (October )7th, I'looi orer uie 
incoherent reports^ which came to England on this Hnhject : " I 
would have sent yoa word that the King of Portngal coming along 
the road at midnight, which was in his own room at noon, his foot 
slipped and three balls went throurii his body ; which, however, 
hM no o^er consequence than giving him a stroke of the palsy, 
of which he is qnite recovered, except being dead." 

* The right date is 1769. Mason either followed the old fsahion, 
or thiongh habit wrote the date of the old year early in the next. 
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Sea Annuities, taking inventoriefi of old china jan and 
three-l^ged stools vith black feet and grass-green velret 
bottoms, jon would write me word how yon do. I aslc not 
criticiamB, nor bints, nor emendationB, — these at your 
leisure, — for my tithes are come in. I live within tolerable 
compass, and therefore I care not a fig whether Caractacus 
goes forth or no, even though he abould bring me as much 
afl Cleone ' did to my printer ; they both begin with a C. 
which is a good omen. 

Since your last I wrote as you bid me (or to apeak more 
grammatically, bad me) to Mr. Hurd,* and read hia answer. 
He aaya, " I could not but smile at Dr. Wharton's peti- 
tion. As what I had to say of that wretch * was no extra* 
ordinary pass of patieuce, I may the easier be induced to 
make a sacrifice of it to humanity. Yet I promise nothing ; 
there will be time enough to think of this, for the publica- 
tion is necessarily delayed by the late accident for some- 
time." 

This accident was no less than the loss of the MS. of his 



' By Dodsley, who, saya Mitford, ii . 

Dr. WHiarton as written in 17H. Of the first editicm S . _ , 

that DcMlsle; sold 2,000 the very first day he published it. See 
«upra, p. 70 and n. 3 there. 

^ See n. &■) find n. 3 Tt w 



who in a not* in the 3rd Book of Ihe " Pleasures of the Imagina- 
tdon " had defended Shsftesbory's doctrine that " ridicule is the 
test ot tmth," and, (the really sore point, we may snspect), had in 
the text described the clergy m terms the reverse of flattering : 
" Others, of graver mien, behold, adoru'd 
With holy endcns, how sahlime they move. 
And, bending oft their eanctimonions eyes. 
Take homage of the simple-minded throng. 
Ambassadors of Heav'n, 
Warhnrton, who in 1T3S, in his dedication of the first three books 
of his " Divine Legation of Moses " to the Freethinkers, had com- 
bated the maxim of Sbaftesbary at length, added to the edition of 
1766 a postscript to this Dedication in which he attacked Akenside. 
The controversy, which became a mere war of words, was started 
by Shaftesbory in a particular application, and with humane 
motives. He mtuntained that the extravagances of the "French 
Prophets" were best enconnt«)red i^ raillery (1708 and 1709). 
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laat Dialf^^ on the ConatitatioB,' by the carelesaneBB of a 
Leicester bookseller, and he is afraid will not be recovered ; 
if 80, he'll have it all to compoae afresh from some loose 
notes. This jou will saj is a warning for Caractacns, and 
indeed it does not suit his dignity to ride poet, like a lad 
newly elected at White's; he shall therefore stay with you, 
for Hard is returning to Thurcaston, and I fancy will 
come to see me ; if not, I will go to see him with my own 
copy, before I think of publishing. I send you at the 
bottom a piece of a new stanza for the second Ode. I 
know not if yon will not think the rhymes too anti- 
quated, or whether it is not a sort of beanty in the place. 
Most sincerely yours, 
W. Masok. 

"Erery heath and mountain rade 
Was mnte till then, save from the den 
Where watch'd aome Giant pitrnd. 
The heifer, ca^'d in orwgy pen. 
Lifted her towugB loud; 
While her fair firstlings' strearaiog gore 
Ksttdn'd tbe bone- besprinkled floor. 
Dismal notes I and answered soon." * 



CLXXXIV. Mason to Gray. 

Aston, Jan. 2S, ITS9- 
DsAX Sis, 

I sent an impatient letter to you (to use Mrs.' 
Uincing's epithet to dinner) at Stoke, and, the day after 
it went, received yours from London, with its accompani- 

' Hord'a Moral and Political Dialognes of 1759 were "On 
Sincerity in the Conuneroe of the World," " On Retirement," "On 
tbe Age of Queen Elizabeth," and "On the Conilitution of the 
Englitk Oov^mnent." 

^ These lines were meant to be inserted in the eternal " Hidl 
then harp." The place designed for them will be seen by n. 1 on 
p. 315 of Tol. i. See Gray's remark on them Uarch let, infra. 

' Hitford prints Mr. , hot he has no donbt misread Mason, lite 
reference is to Congreve's " Way of the World," act iii sc xriL : 

Miaeiag. " Mem, I come to acqount yonr laship that dinner i* 



Mindogis " woman to Mn. Hillamant" 
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ment of oriticiBins, for which a thack sererallj, and tea 
apieoe for erery emendatioii, that is to saj, every altera- 
tioD. Tet I caimot help thioking that if you had not seen 
the joint critiqne from Prior Park,* you would not have 
judged 80 hardly of some of my new Imes. True I did not 
think every thing that all my critiea have remarked neces- 
sary to be altered ; yet I altered them for this reason : 
Critilos, tike Indians, are proud of the number of scalpd 
th^ make in a manuscript; and if you don't let them 
scalp, they will do you no service. However, it sppeais I 
have scalped myself* in some places, particularly at the 
beginnii^. Yet I cannot help thinking that " chills the 
pEde plain beneath him " is an improvement. Yet I can 
unscalp, if you bid me. There is one unfortunate thing 
which attends showing either a marked or an altered 
manuscript, and yon yourself prove it to me. The person 
that reads it regards only the marks and alterations, and 
considers whether they are right or wrong, and hence a 
number of faulty passages in the gross escape his olmerva- 
tion. I remember I showed " Garactacus " this summer to 
a certain critic, who read it all over, and returned it me 
with this single observation : " I have read it, and I think 
those faults which sre marked with a pencil ought to be 
altered." I was surprised at this, because I did not know 
the MS. was marked at all at that time. I examined it, 
and found here and there about seven or eight almost in- 
visible little x X . I could not conceive who had done it ; 
I asked Delap if he had, and he cried peccavi, assuring me 

' The joint critique of Dr. Warburton and B«r. Ur. Hard.— 
MUford. Prior Park, near Bath, was bnilt l>y Ralph Allen, the 
friend of Pope, between the yean 1TS6 and 1743. Warbnrton 
married Allen's niece, Gertrnde Tucker, in 1746 ; and, on the de- 
cease of Allen, he became its owner. It was "the hub of the 
ODiverM " to WarbnrtoniauB ; and Hard was often there. It la 
now a Roman Catholic seminary. 

' For Gray had Hiid, in those notes {vol. i., p. 317) which were 
really sent with his letter of Jan. ISth, '09 : "I liked the opening 
SB it was originally better than i do now, thoogh I never thoionghly 
ondeistood ' how blank he frowns.' " The passage as it now 
stMids is: 

" behold yon oak, 

How item he frowns, and with fais broad brown arms 

ChilU the paU plain bentath him," 
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he only did it to remember to toll me of some minutin 
irhich he thought inaccurate ; bat that he thought he had 
almost made tiiem inviBible. So quick-Bighted is the eje 
of a critic. But to proceed. I agree to almost all jour 
critioisms, however they make against me. Your absolu- 
tion from Mador's song ' makes amends for all Tet I am 
sorry about the scene between Evelina and Elidurus ; ' it 
is what the generality will think the principal scene, and 
which yet is not as it should be. I am afraid of twfl.lriiig 
it more pathetic, and yet if it is not so, it will not satisfy. 
I send you with this my third Ode ; you will find it must 
be inserted soon after the description of the roddng-stone,* 
and the last line of the sheet I send you will connect with 
tliis, 

" So certun that on * our abeolving tongnsB 

Reete not that power may save thee." 

so that a few lines must be cancelled in the copy yon 
have ; my reason for this change is, that I myself thought 
(and nobody else), that a lustration ode would take up too 
much time in the place first intended, and that the action 
went on too slow there. I shall therefore show more of 
Caractacus himself in the scene subsequent to the neit I 
shall send you, andlam pretty sure that (tovtet' ensemblet 
considered) this will be an improvement. As to this Ode, 
I do not expect you to like it so well as you do the second ; 
yet I hope it is well enough, and will have some effect in 
the place it comes in. 

Es^licit Part PoeeetM, A ineipii Pare Ckitehaticeg. — I 

' S«e vol. i., p. 323 and n., and this vol., p. 61, a. 3. 

' The scene in whioh Evelina, daiwhter of Caractacus, qii«etiona 
ElidunB, HQspectad of treachery. See vol. i., pp. 360, 361, and 
notes. The comments of Gray on p. 30 of Mason's MB., voL L, 
pp. 324. 325, probably refer to this scene. Their date is Jan. 18, 
*^. The play in this place has been so much modified in conae- 
qnenee that we cannot trace the things criticized. 

' See vol. i., p. 361 and n 2. The third ode is the invocation 
before the teat of the roeldng-stone is applied : " Then Bi»rit 
ptiMij" etc^ 

' tn (pres. text). 

' Observe Mason's French. Yet he took upon himself to widi- 
hold from pitblicatian a letter of Gray's in Prendi to West — on the 
gronnd that Oraf/'t mastery erf the langnsge was imperfect I 
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dare not face Butberfotth,* that Baintlj butcher, in hii 
purple robes of diTinity, and therefore, sorely against good 
Mr. Brown's ^zord, I hare given m my fellowship, and 
this post carries my civilities to Dr. Long concerning this 
great resignation. Indeed, if I could mspnte black into 
white, like my uncle Balgny,' this act would have fallen 
out too unlucldly for me to have thought of keeping it, for 
I am resolved not to set my face southward theee several 
months, not even if I publish this spring, for 111 either 
have the sheets sent down to me or get somebody in town 
to correct the press. Do you think either Dr. Wharton or 
Stonehewer could be prevailed on to take this trouble? 
You are perpetually twitting me about my motive of 
gain ; * could I write half as well as Bousseau I would 
prove to you that this is the only motive any reasonable 
man should have in this matter ; but pray distinguish the 
matter (I mean gain is not my only motive for writing, 
God forbid it should). I write for fame, for posterity, and 
all sort of fine things, but gain is my only motive for pub- 
lishing; for I publish to the present age, whom I would 
fleece, if I could, like any Cossack, C^muck, or Carcol- 
spack.* Now do you understand me, and, if you do, don't 
you agree with me? This resuscitation of poor Siiuui' 
pains me ; I was in hopes be was safe in that state where 
the best of us will be better than we are, and the worst I 
hope as little worse as infinite justice can permit. But is 
he returned to his senses ?' if so, I fear that will be more 

^ 8«e vol. L, p. 160, n. 3 ; vol ii., p. 64, n. 4. It would seem 
that Mason had to proceed to bis degrees in Divinity if he would 
retain his fellowship. 

' See vol. i., p. 309, n. S; voL ii, p. 34, n. 6. 

' Gray had written in the notee (vol. i., p. 326) which were seat 
on Jaaoaiy ISth, '69 : " Money {I know) is your motive, and of that 
I wash my hands. Fame is your second coDsideration," etc 

' I have no clue at present to this mysterioDH name ; perhaps 
Mason picked it np at Hanover, and corrupted it. 

' See to Maaon, January 18th, rupra, 

' Smart was confined in a madhonBC after the date of this letter ; 
bnt that he waa sent to Bedlam in 1751 mire' be a false inference 
from Gray's words to Walpole, October 8tn of that ;^ear. If it 
was HO, Newbery, the pubhaher, was singularly renuaa in allowinf; 
his stepdaughter to marry, in 1763, an acknowledged Innatic. 
Smart, who won the Seatoniaa prize for a poem on a religious 
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terrible still. Pray, if you can dispose of a guinea so as it 
will in any sort iNoiefit him (for it is too late for a ticliet), 
ffire it for me. My best r^ard to Dr. Wharton and Mra. 
if this finds you there. You will find &om my last letter 
that Hurd is diapoaed to gratify the Doctor's humanity.' 
Hare you seen Jortin's " Life of Erasmus ? " ' was there 
ever such a lumbering aloTenly boot ? I shall not send a 
packet till I hear again from you ; do not be long first. 



CLXXST. To ifaton. 

Cambridge, March 1, 1769. 
DSAB M^AOir — 

Did I tell you I had been confined in town with 
the gout for a fortni^t ? well, and since I came hither, it 

subject in four Bnooesrive feoiB (1750-3 incloaive}, w 

1755. Did i " ' "^ '- '- " 

his earlier v. ^„. 

history of his " Song to Bavia," voL i. 

' See p. 73 lupra. 

' Containing^ Bays Walpole, "numbwlesB ajiecdotes of men 
thonght great m their day, now so much forgotten, that it grows 
valnaUe again to bear about tbem." It faae ^ven him a good 
opinion of the anthor, vnd & veiy bad one of his enbiect, and he 
concludes from it that Erasmus was ' ' a b^ging parasite, who had 

rrta enoagh to discover truth, and not courage enough to profess 
J whose vanity made him always writing ; yet his writings ongbt 
to have cored his vanity, as they were the most abject ^ings in 
the world" (!) He praises Jortin's "moderation and goodness of 
heart"— bat blames the vulgarismB of his slyle, and also the form 
of the work which he compares to a diary because it was, like 
Middleton's Cicero, compiled from the letters. (Walpole to Zouch, 
October Sth and 2l8t, '58.) Jortin, the son of a French Protestant 
refngee, was bom in London, educated at the CliarterliooBe, and at 
Jesns College, Cambridge. He was at this time abont sixty-one 
years old. He had in his yontb some reputation for Greek, and 
trsjislated some parts of Eustathius for Pope's nse in his Homer. 
He was at this time, I think, rector of St. Dunstan's-in-the-East : 
hedied Archdeacon of London in 1770. ColeridKe, in "The Friend 

(Londing-Place, Essay I. ad fin.), whL' ' ="• -"■-•-•■■ — '- 

respect of Jortin^" one of flhe many 

collc^ [Jesna] to which I deem it n, „ ^...„ .^- 

longM "^deplores his "Erasmus" as compiled out of scanty 
matNials, of which, wearying of his task, he did not even make 
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is come again. Yestdrday I came abroad a^ain, for the 
first time, in a great shoe, and very much out of homour ; 
and BD I muBt return again in three days to town about 
bosinesB, which is not like to add much to the svreetneBB of 
my temper, especially while stocks are so low. 

I did not ramembOT erer to have seen the joint criticism * 
from Prior Park that you speak of, so little impression did 
it make ; nor should I believe now that I had ever seen it, 
did I not recollect what a prejudice the parsons ' expressed 
to human sacrifice, which is quite a^eeable to my way (rf 
thinking; since Garactacus convinced me of the propriety 
of the tiaing, it is certain that their fancies did in no sort 
influence me in the use of my tomahawk. Kow yon must 
know I do not much admire the chorus of the rocking- 
stone ° nor yet much disapprove it ; it is grave and solemn, 
and may pass. I insist, however, that " deigns " * (though | 
it be a rhyme) should be " deign'st," and " fills " " fill'st," j 
and " bids " " bid'st." Do not blame me, but the English j 
tongue. The b^inning of the antistrophe is good. I do 
not like 

' See Mason to Gray, p. Tfi and n. 1. 

' Warbnrton and Hard. Moaon was nmch exercised oa the 
qneetiou nbether the Draidj offered hnman victimB ; and restdved 
that hit Dmida at any rate should not. Accordinsly, while 
Garactacus wishea to sacriSce the Roman captives, uie Braids 
of Mona protrat tliat their altar 

" never yet 
Has Btream'd with hnman gore, nor ever shall 
While we hold office here. Tia true Oiat Gaols, 
Tme too that Britons, by the Ganls mistaoght. 
Have done gnch deeds of horror," etc. 

It is thxa we recondle learning and piety. See also what Gray 
says, vtrf. i., p. 321, 11. 8, 9, 10 (correct date, Jmi. 18, '69). 

■ See prec letter, and voL i., p. 381, n. 2. 

' This is a principle of syntax which Mason seems never to 
understand. Cf. mpra, p. 11, n. 2 and p. 14. " Deigns " has 
disappeared, and we now have ; 

" Thon Spirit pnre that . . . 
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nor the word " sprite." The b^inning too of the epode is 
well ; but you have used the epithet " pale " before in a 
sense somewhiht similar, and I do not love repetitions. The 
line 

" Or magic niunbers " ' 

interrupts the run of the stanza, and lets the measure drop 
too short. There is no beauty in repeating " ponderous 
sphere." The two last lines are the best.' 

The sense of your simile about the " distant thimder " * 
is not clear, nor well expressed; besides, it implies too 
strong a confeBsion of guilt. 

The stanza' you sent me for the second Ode is Ter; 
rude ; and neither the idea nor rerses touch me much. It 
is not the gout that makes me thus difficult. Finish but 
your X>eath-song ' as well as you imagined and b^on it, 

" That dark tneand'ring m&ze 

Where wayward FaUenood atrays. 

And Beiziiig swift the lurldiig tprile," etc 

"Sprite" (generally i 

but in ndtuer tono is 

objects to a word (only a variast apellii^ of "spirit," onee ci 

monly pronounced as one syllable) which ban the sanction of 

Snrrey'B Vir^, of Spenser, and of Siyden. 

' " ThoD can'tit enter the dark cell 

Wheie the vulture Conscience slumbers. 
And nnann'd by charming spell 
Or iiutgie numhers, 
Can'st," etc 
' [" And, brDodiDK on thine ada^iantiae sphere, 

If fraud appToa<£, Spirit 1 that frand declare ;] 
To Conscience and to Mona leave the retit." 
* Elidume, whose innocence is to be tested, says of the "in- 
vocation " : 

" . . it came o'er my seal as doth the thnnder. 
While distant yet, with an expected burst. 
It threats the trembling ear." 

' See p. 74. ' P. 64. 
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and mind if I won't be more pleased tlian anybody. 
Adieu ! dear Maaon, I am ever tnuj yours, 

T. G. 

Did I tell you how well I liked Whitehead'a two Odes ? ' 
they are far better than anything he ever wrote. 

Mr. Brown and Jemmy Bickham ' lament your indolence, 
ae to the degree, in choma ; aa to me, I ahonld have done 
just ao for all the world. 



OLXXXVl. To Maton. 

April 10, 1759. 

DzAB Maboh — 

This is the third return of the gout in the space 
of thi%e montha, and worse than either of the former. It 
ia now in a manner oyer, and I am bo much the nearer 
being a cripple, but not at all the richer. This is my ex- 
cuse for long silence ; and, if you had felt the pain, you 
would think it an eicttae for a greater fault. I have been 
all the time of the fit here in town, and doubtlees ought to 
have paid my court to you and to Garactacua. But a critic i 
with the gout ia a devil incarnate, and you have had a | 
happy escape. I cannot repent (if I have really been any 
hindrance) that you did not publish this spring. I would 
have it mellow a little longer, and do not ttiink it will lose 
anything of ita flavour; to comfort you for your loss,' 
know that I have lost above .£200 by selling stock. 

I half envy your situation and your improvements 
(though I do not know Mr. Wood),' yet am of your 
opinion as to prudence ; the more so because Mr. Bonfoy * 
tella me he aaw a letter from you to Lady H.,' and that ane 

' Pp. 68, 71, andnn. 

> Of EmmaiineL See v«L L, p. 341, 1. 7. The statement that 
fae had been a "bruiser in his youth "is, I find, Mitford^a.fxaai 
Nichols's "Anecdotes." As to his being "a brawline Toty," 
T. M. ap. Nichols, vol. viiL, p. 420, says : " I do not think he was 
of any party." 

' Perhaps " Pahnyra " Wood. See vol. i, p. 349, n. 4. Hewas 
tdso the author of an " Essay on Homer." 

* See vol. i, p. 281, nn. 3 and 4. 

' Holdemesse. See vol. L, p. 260, n. 3 ; t6., p. 276. 
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expressed a sort ot kuidnesa ; to vhicfa m; Lord added, 
that he should write a rattling epistle to jon that was to 
f etc^ yoa out of the coimtiy. Whether he aas or not don't 
much signify: I would come and see them. 

I shall be here this month at lea«t t^ainst my will, un- 
less jon come. Stonhewer is here with all his sisters, the 
youngest of which has got a huBband. Two matches more 
(but in a superior class) are going to be soon: — Lord 
Weymouth ' to the Ihicbess of PortlMid's homely daughter. 
Lady Betty, with £35,000 ; and Lord Waldegrave to Miss 
lUhria W^pole* with £10,000. It is impossible for two 
handsomer people ever to meet. 

All the cruelties of Portugal * are certainly owing to an 
amour of the King's (of long standing) with the younger 
Sbrquess of Tavora's wife. The Jesuits made their ad- 
vant^^ of the resentments of that family. The disturb* 
ances at Lisbon are all false. 

Hub is my whole little stock of news. 

Here is a very prettj opera, the Gyrus ;* and here is the 



_ . . » be married on Tneeda;, or, aa he said himself, turned off. 
Oewve Selwyn told him he wondered tiuA be had uot been tamed 
off bttore, for he still sita dp driiikiDe all uight and gatniug." For 
all that, he Uyed tiU 1T96 [and his wife till 1835). He was made 
Haranis ci Bath in ITSa 

' She was the eeoond tUmtimate danght«r of Sir Bdwud Wal- 
pole, Horace's hrother. ^r husband was James, eldest son of 
that fitat Earl Waldq^ve, with whom Gray dined in Paris, 



was appointed in 1762 
sovemor and prit^-pnree to the Prince of Wales (afterwards 
George III.) and Pnnce Edward. He died in 1763, and ia the 
author of "Memoirs," from 1754 to 1758. Horace Walpole is 
delifihted with this marri^e, and believes he bad sometbinK to do 
with bringing it abont. He expects titAt she will rival Lady 
Coventry as a fashionable beanlr, as indeed proved to be the case 
Uee vol. i^ p. 288, n. 3). After ner husband s death slie married 
William-Henry, Dake of Gloucester. 

* See p. 72, n. a 

* See p. 71, n. 2. It« composer, Coechi, writes Mitford, " used 
to say of the English taste — ' E molto particnlare, ma gli Ingles! 
nonMnnooonto d'alcnna cosa, senon^ ben pagata.'" Coechi was 
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Moaeam ' wMcfa is indeed a treasure. The tmsteeB lay out 
^400 a-year, and have bnt X900 to spend. If jau woald 
see it you must send a fortnight hef orehand, it is bo crowded. 
Then here are Murdin's Papers,* and Hume's History of the 

a Neapolitan ; he was engi 

LoodoD. Hia engagement , ^ 

made hb money in England chieSy by Klvbig \> 
Abont 1772 he retired to Venice, where be h ' ' 
conservatoire before his aniTal in England. 

' The Britiah MoBeom first came into ezialence in 1753 fay the 
act of 26 George 11., chap, xxii., whereby tmsteea were appointed 
to take charge otthe Cottonian MSS., the colleetions of Sir Hans 
Sloane, and the Harleiau MSS. , and to proride a general repodtory 
for them. Montagu House, Bloomsbury, was purchased m 1754, 
8jid tJie collectioni! were at once moved into it. The Muaeoni was 
opened to the public in Januaiy, 17fifl, three months before the 
date of Gray's letter. By the etatntes which received sanction in 
December, 1768, the hours of adnusdon were from 9 a.m. t^) 3 p.m. 
erery week-day except Saturday, during the months of September 
to April. From May to Angnst the same hours were observed, 
except on Mondays and Fridays, when the Museum was only open 



from 4 to 8 P.M. Visitors were admitted by printed tickets only, 
obtained on written applieation. Not more than ten tickets were 
tssned for each hour of admission, viz., for fl, 10, 11, and 12 o'clock 
on ordinary days, and for 4 and Son the late days. Each party was 
conducted by one of tbo officers through the rooms in a specified 
order ; and one boor was allowed for each department— a visit thus 
lasting three hours. It will therefore be seen that only forty per- 
sons at the most could be admitted on an ordinary day. In 1804 a 
relaxation of the rules was sanctioned, and it was laid down that 
"Five companies of not more than fifteen persons each may be 
admitted in the course of the day." At the present time the 
annual nvnber of visitors to the Museum ana its oSshoot the 
Natui&l Histoiy MoBeum at Soutii Ken^gton amounts to nearly 
900,00a Thefigores of expenditure wbkh Gray quotes are evid- 
entiy not meant to be taken as aecarat«. They must refer to the 
expenses of establishment ; for on purcliaBes the tmsteee laid out 
in the first fourteen years only £69. Establishmeot charges dorine 
the same period amounted to £23,216. The total amount expended 
on pure/uMU from the first foundation of the Museum to the present 
day is nearly one million and a hidf.— E. MauKDB THOHPeOM (on 
Gr^ in Johnson's " Lives," ed. Napier). It is noteworthy that in 
1763 Horace Walpole was appointed one of the trustees. 

' " A Collation t^ State Papers in the reign of Queen Elisabeth, 
froml571 to 1596, from the library at Hatfield House; byWUJiam 
Murdin, etc," foUo, 1759. The collection is a continuation of that 
published by Br. Eaynes in YJW.—Mi^ord. It contains that 
curious letter of Mary's to Elisabeth, of which Walpole writes to 
Giayin this year (February 15th): "I wanted to ask yon, whether 
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Tvdon,^ and Robertson's Binary of Mtury Biwsrt and her 
Son'and what not. Adieu, dear Mason, I am most faith- 

fullv TOUTS, 

T.a. 

OLXXXVII. To morion. 

SAtorday. July 21. 17SS 
Deak Doctob 

I have at last found rest for the sole of my gouty 
foot in yonr ova old Dining-room,' and hope in spite of 
the damnation denounced by the bishop's two Chaplains, 
that you may find at least an equal satisfaction & repose at 
Old-Park, if your Bog prove as comfortable as my Oven,^ 

you, or anybodythiit yon believe in, believe in the Qneen of Scots' 
letter toQaeenEliEauth. If it is genuine, I dout wonder that she 
cnt her head off—bat I think it niut be some forger; that was not 
made use of." It i« a letter in French, nndate^ bnt, if gemiine, 
written by Mary when she was in the custody of the Earl of 
Shrewsbary. It tells Elizabeth the scandals about her which 
Mary proiesaea to have heard directly from Lady Shrewsbury— a 
most Dntraeeons docnment ) — for which it might be difficttlt to find 
a motive (Mordin's "Stat« Papers," pp. SSS-ii60 and n.). 

' "Mr. Hume has published bi« 'History of the House of Tudor.' 
I have not advanced far in it, bat it appears an inaccarate and 
careless, aa it certainly has been a veiy hasty, performance." 
Walpole to Zonch, Mar. 16, '69. Aa is well known— Hnme worked 
backwards. He had published the second volume of the " History 
of the Stuarts " in 1766. Walpole in this year, '69 [May 14th, to 
Zouch], comments on theKrowingiuHnenceof the Jacobites. "All 
the histones of England, Home's, and fimoUett's [1767] mora 
avowedly, are calcnLited to whiten the house of Stuart." Cf. 
Mason's hint about Sbebbeare, tupra, p. 19, and n. there. 

' Walpole wrote to EoberteDn,Marcli 4th, 1769: "Beforelread 
yonr ' History,' I should probably have been ^ad to dictate to yon, 
and (I wUl venture to say it — it satirizes nobody bnt myself )shonld 
have thought I did hononr to an obscure Scotch clergyman, by 
directing his studies with my superior lighte and abilities. How 
you have saved me, air, from makmg a ritucnlons figure, by making 
so great an one yourself 1 " 

' 'The house in Southampton Row, where Mr. Gray lodged, bad 
been tenanted by Dr. Wharton ; who, on account of his ill health, 
left London the year before ; and was removed to his paternal 
estate at Old Park, near Durham.— if luon. 

* He wrote to Mason in 1756 about lod«ingB— " may be I can be 
in the oven, which will do well enot^h tor a sinner. I thought 
Fris%, the Oilman's, in Jennyn Street, liiight thsie be meant. — 
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I ahftll see do occasioo to pity 70U ; and only wish tliat you 
may brew no Trorae, than I bake. Tou totally mistake my 
talents, when yon impnte to ue any magical Bkill in i>Unt- - 
ing roses.' I know, I am no Conjuror ' in these things ; 
when they are done, I can find fault, & that is all. Now 
this is the very rSTerse of Qenins, and I feel my own little- 
ness, reasonable People know themselves better, than is 
commonly imagined; and therefore (the' I never saw any 
instance of it) I believe Mason, when he tells me he under- 
stands planting better, than anything whatever. The 
prophetic eye of Taste' (as Mr. Pitt c^'d it) sees all the 
beauties, t^t a Place is susceptible of, long before they are 
bom ; and when it plants a seedling, already aits under the 
shadow of it, & enjoys the effect it will have from every 
point of view, that lies in prospect. You must, therefore 
invoke Caiaotacus, and he will send his spirits ' front the 
topof Snowdon to Cross-Pell or Warden-Low. 

The Thermometer is in the Passage-Window (where the 
sun never comes) near the head of &e Back-Stairs, since 

But it would certainly seem that at this date the " Oven " in a 
baker's ; and I suppose that the house Wharton tenanted was over 
the shop ; the ada^sa U " Mr. Jauncey'a " ; was Jaancev himself 
the baker? We hare seen (supra, p. 23) that the honse btid been 
tenanted by a Bishop, witb whom 'Wharton had trouble about 
fnmitnje or flxtnreB ; and in 1761 we shall see that tjie Bishop (or 
a Bishop) had come and gone ac^n. 

' " I once called on Mr. Hard, at Tbnrcaston, and he said to me : 
I wish you had come sooner, for Matvn baa just left me, he is going 
to Aston. I think yon must have passed bun in the gateway. He 
got np verv early this morning to plant those roeee opposite, and 
otherwise decorate my grounds ; he boaste that he knows exactly 
where every rose ought to be plimted." — See Cradock's " Memoirx, 
vol. iv., p. \M.—Mtl/oTd. 

> For tbe phrase, see voL i., p. 251, n. 3. Boawell's friend, 
Temi^e, the vicar of Bt. Glavias, Cornwall, says of Gray (ap. 
Johnson in "Lives of the Poets") he bad a fine taste in garaening. 
This statement has been somewhat rashly contradicted. Tbu 
letter at any rate shows that his observation of garden-flowers was 
extremely minute. 

* I have not traced this expression to the " Great Commoner." 
It may have been started in conversation by some other Pitt— e.g., 
Thomas Pitt of Boconnock. 

* A reference to (he invocation to Snowdon in Mason's "Carac- 

" Send thy spirits, send them soon," etc. 
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yoQ went, I have never obserred it lower than 68, moat 
put of the day at 74, & yesterday at 5 in y* afternoon it 
iraa at 79, the highest I nave ever seen it. it now is pre- 
pared to correspond regularly with you at the hours you 
meatiou. the weather for this fortnight has been broi^ng 
without interruption, one thunder-shower excepted, w'^ did 
not cool the air at all Bye (I am told) is b^nn to be cut 
near London, in Cambridgeshire a fortnight ago the 
promise of harrest was the finest I erer saw, but the 
Farmers complain (I hear) that the ears do not fill for want 
of wet: the Wheat was then taming yellow. Dubo-Oherries 
are over in London ; three days ago they sold for haJf-a- 
crown a Pound. Garoons and Black-Hearts very large 
and fine drive about the streets in wheel-barrows a penny 
a pound. Baspberries a few are yet remaining, but in a 
manner over. Melons are ripe, and apricots and Orleana- 
Flums are to be seen in the fruit shops. Boses are (I 
think) over a week ago. The jessamine (at M" Dod's, on 
a 8:W: Wall) was in full bloom (if you remember) long 
before you went from hence, & so it continues. That below 
in the (Jarden on a NrE: Wall has been all this week 
cover'd with flowers, my nosegays from Covent-Oarden 
consist of nothing but Scarlet-Mar^gons, Everlasting-Peas, 
Double-Stocks, Pinks, and flowering Marjoram. As I have 
Iropt no exact account hitherto this year, I can say no more 
of July, that now is. therefore, I shall annex one for the 
year 1754,' which I observed day by day at Stoke, observe, 
it had been then a cold rainy summer. 

The heat was very moderate this month, & a great 
deal of rain fell. The sown Hay was all got in by theflrst 
day, but the meadow-hay was not before y* 23 . It was 
very good & in plenty, but sold at 40 shillings a load in the 
field on account of the scarcity the year preceding. Barley 
was in ear on the first day; grey and white Peas in bloom. 
The Bean flowers were going off. Duke-Cherriea in plenty 
on the 5'^ ; Hearts were also ripe, green Melons on the 
6'", but watiy, & not sweet. Currants begun to ripen on 
the 8*^, & roA Qoose-berries had changed colour; Tares 
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were then in flower, and meadow-Haj catting. lime-treeB 
in full bloom on the 9*^, Musliroome ia perfection on the 
17*". Wheat & Oats had changed colonr, and Back- 
Wheat was in bloom on the Id"*, the Yine had then open'd 
its bloaaome, & the end of the month Orapes were near y' 
size of small Pease. Tumeps appear'd above ground on 
the 22"; and Potatoes were in flower. Barley had changed 
its hue, & Rye was almoBt ripe on the 23". The Pine- 
apple-Strawberry was then in perfeotion. Black Caroons 
were ripe, & some Dake-Chemes still remained on walls 
the 26^, bat the Hearts were then all spoil'd 1^ the rain. 
Oooae-berrieB red and white were then ripe, and CurrantB in 
abundance. 



Haws turned red . . ^ 
Broom-flower went off I On y* 
Honej'SackleB in fnlt t first 

bloom } 

Fhlomis, oryello w Tree- 

Sa^ 20 

Virginia flowering ^ 

BftBpberrytilBW . ■ I 
Shrnb-Cinqnefoil . . f u 
Spinea-fmtex . . , f 
Sweet-Briar .... I 
Syringa went off . . J 
Balm of GUead blowing ?**■ 
Common Jasmine blew ' 
MoBs-Prorence Boae . 
Yellow and Austrian, 

Boae goe off . ... 
Yellow Jasmine blows 
White, and Gom-Cistna 
Tamaiisk in flower. . 

Coecy^eie. 

Virf^nU'Somaeli . . 
Tutean, or Park-leaves 
Spanish-Broom . . . 
Scarlet, & Painted Ge- 



Honntain-Aah 
White-Beam .... 
Orange flowering . . 
Winter-Cherry . , ,. 
Single-VelTet-RoBe 



Lavender and Morjo- 
ram blow .... 23^ 

Damask, Bed, Mess, 
and Double Velvet, 
Boms go off . . . 26'*' 

Roea-Mnndi, and Bose 
witlMrat thorns, go off 23^ 

White Boee goes off . 31" 
These wero all the flowering 

Shiuhs observed by me. 
GABDEN-FLOWERS. 

CoQvolvnlns mino 

Garden- P<wy • . 
Single Rose-Campion 
Doiuile Larkspur . 
Candy-Tnft . . . 
Comm<»i Mafigold . 
PansieB continne blow- 
ing 

Liipuiesblew,and white 



ponnla . . . 
Doutde-Boarlet Lychnis 

Tree-PrimroBe . 
White Lilly . . 
Willow.Bay . . 
S(»rlet-Beui . . 
Freuoh Marigold 
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Yellow Lnpine blows . 1 »»».» ..v., ..»..^ >_.»„, 

Tree-MftUow .... J-ll«' BngloBS, Pniple Vetch Wild- 

AmaiantiiDB Cat'e-tail J thyme, Pale Wood-Orchis, Be- 

Striped LiUv blows. . *! tony, & white Clorer, flowering 

Fairehild's Mule , . Iiotii on y» first. Large blew Cnues- 



;l- 



Donbto roM-Campiou . f'" bill the 9^; lUfwort, Moth- 

African Ragwort . . J mallein, and Brambles, the 20"*. 

'Wliole Cumatioiia blow 23* Knapweed a.11 the month, there 

Donble white Stock in was rain (more or less) 13 days 

bloom 24<^ out of y* 31, this Month; and 

17 days out of 30 in June pre- 

In the Gelda Scabums, St. ceding. 

I was too late for the PoBt on Saturday, so I continue on 
Monday. It is now 6 m the afternoon, & the therm: is 
mounted to 80, tho' the wind is at K. E. by N: . . the gay 
Lady Essex is dead of a Ferer ' during her lieing-in ; and 
Mrs. Charles York' last week, with oae of her children, ot 
the Sore throat, Heberden,' and (I think) Taylor * attended 
her; the latter had pronounced her out of danger; but 
Heb:' doubted about her. the little boy ' was at Xcton, & 
escaped the infection. 

Ererybody continues as quiet about the invasion,' as Lf a 

* She had died on the 19th She was the danght«r of Sir CharlM 
Hanbory Williams, who died by his own hand in the following 
November. In 1 7S7 Walpole was amnsing himself with watcliing 
her flirtatians with Prince Edward. Walpole attribntes hcu- dea£ 
to the "wicked sore-ttuoats in vi^ne," of which she " and Mn. 
Charles Yorke died in An instant " (to Montagu, July 26). 

' Charles Yorke was at this time Solicitor-General. This hia 
first wife, was Catherine, only child and hsiieBB of William Free- 
man, of Aspeden, Herts. They had been married fonr years. 

■ See vol. i, p. 160, n. 4. 

* The qaack oculist, who called himself Chevalier Taylor (as 
Walpole says, becanse ha was a Pretender), may have practised in 
other cases among the fashionable people who believed, in him, — 
unleBH this is some other person. 

' Philip, at this time two years old. He succeeded his nnde as 
Earl of Hardwicke in 1796. 

° "1 hear of mighty preparations. Of one thing I am snret 
they missed the moment when eight thoiviand men might have 
carried off England and set it down in the gardens of Versailles. 
In the last war, when we conld not rake t<^ether four thousand 
men, and were all divided, not a flat-bottomed boat lifted np its 
leg against ns. . . . I shall not march my Twickenham militia for 
some private reoeons; my farmer has got an .ag)ie,.my printer is 
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Fr«DChnuui, as soon m be set Ub foot on our coast, would 
die, like a Toad in Ireland. Yet the King's Tents & 
Eqaipage are order'd to be readj at an hour's warning, 
no bodj knows positivelj, what is the damage, that Bodney 
has done,' whether mndi or little : he can only guess him- 
self ; and the French have kept their own secret, as yet. 
of ^e 12 Millions, raised for the year, eight are gone 
already, and the old Party assQie us, there is no more to be 
had for next year, you may easily guess at the source ' cf 
my intelligence, and therefore will not talk of it. News is 
hourly expected of a battle in Westphalia, for Pn Ferdinand 
is certainly preparing to fight the French, who bare taken 
Minden by storm.* 

run away, my footboy is always drunk, and my gardener is a 
Scotchman, and I believe would give iut«lligeiiee to the enemy. 
France has notified to the Dateh tiiafc she intends to turprite ut ; 
and this makes ne still more angt;. CWalpols to Mann, Jnne 22, 
'59.) 

' " I don't write to tell yon that the French are not landed at 
Deal, as was believed yesterday. An officer arrived post in the 
middle of the night, who saw them disembark. The King was 
called np ; my Lord Ligonier buckled on his armour. Nothing else 
was talUed of in the streeU ; yet there wbb do panic. Before noon, 
it was known that the invasion was a few Duteh hogs. The day 
before, it was triumph. Rodney was known to be before Havre de 
Grace ; with two bomb-ketches ne set the town on fire in different 
places, and had broi^ht up fonr more to act, notwithstanding a 
very smart fire from the forta, which, however, will probably force 
him to retire without burning the flat-bottomed boats, which are 
believed to be out of his reach. ... I think the French will scarce 
venture [to land] ; for hesides the force on land, we have a mighty 
chain of fleets aud frigates along the coast. There is great am. 
mosity to them, and few can expect to return." CWotpole to 
Mann, July 8, '69.) Bodney did more mischief than Walpole aop. 
poses—" NotiiinK come of Havre henceforth," says Carlyle ;— from 
whom we learn that the " flat manufactory " was bnmt. 

' Probably Horace Walpole. 

' "Ferdinand, rapid yet wary, maocenvred his very best among 
those interests of his, on the left bank of the Weser ; but after the 
surprisal of Minder from him (brilliantly done by BrogHo, and the 
aid of a treacherous peasant), cepedally after the capture of Osna- 
briick, his outlooks are gloomy to a degree : and at Versailles, and 
at Minden where Contaoes has establisned himself " the Conquest 
of Hanover," brilliant counterweight tc all one's losses in America 
or elsewhere is regarded aa a certainty of this year. For the last 
ten days of Jnly, about Minden, the manceuvring, especiaUy on 
Ferdinand's part, bad been intense : a great idea in the head of 
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I hear the D: of N: is much broke eTenince Mm aista: 
Gastle-comer died, not that he cared for her, or saw hw 
above once a year ; bat she was the last of the brood,* ^lat 
was left; & he now goes regularly to Church, which he 
never did before. 

I hope M" Wharton's native Air will be more cdvil to 
her, wh&a they are better acqaainted : my best Compli- 
ments to her. I am glad the Children are well. 
Adlen, I am ever 

Tours 



CTiXXXVm. To Uaion. 

Jnl723,17SS. 
DlAK Masou — 

I was alarmed to hear the condition yon were in 
when yon left Cambridge, and, though Mr. Brown had a 
letter to tell him you were mending apace while I was 
there, yet it would give me great pleasure to hear more 
particularly from yourself how you are. I am just settled 
in my new habitation in Southampton Bow ; and, though 
a solitary and dispirited creature, not unquiet, nor wholly 
unpleasant to myself. The Museum inll be my chirf 
amusement. I tiiis day passed through the jaws of a 
great leviathan,' that lay in my way, into the belly of 

FerdinaDd, more or \«m unintelligible to Omtades."— Carlyle* 
" Frederick the Great," Bk. xix., ohsp. iii. 

' The Duke of Newcastle's father had two daughters by his first, 
and five by hu second marriage. His sons (Thoioaa, tne Dnke) 
and Hemy Pelliam were by the second wife. Walpole is unfeeling, 
in this year, over Newcastle's terrots and feeble state. "It is 

e'aia he grows old. . . . George Selwyn, Brand and I went and 
ood near him, and in half whispers that be might hear, said 
' Lord, how he is broke I how old \e looks '. ' then I stud, ' This 
room fools very cold ; I believe there never is a fire in it.' 
Presently afterwards I said, 'Well, I'll not stay here; this rocon 
lias been washed to-day.' In short I believe we made him take a 
donble dose (kE Gaacoign's powder when be went home." [To Mou- 



tarn, AptH 26, '69.) Andas^ Aprcpoi of the fatal sore-throats, 
" Two servants are dead in Newcastle-nonse, and the Doke has left 
•vrt are rare of bei, 

in the twilight of 



; anybody elte would bepUted, imt hit terror) are tare of being a 
joke." {To Maun, Aog. 1.] 

' This skeleton of a wbale still yawns in the twilight of tlte 
Hnienm oellais,— ifr. Qoue (1886). 



TO UABOS. 91 

Dr. TemplemBo,' fla p winto ntoit of tiu nadin^-TOom, -vbo 
congratulated bimseJf on the sight of so much good com- 
panj. We were, — a man that writ«fi for Lord Bojstou ; ' 
a man that writea for Dr. Burton ' of York ; a thud that 
writes for the Emperor of Germany,* or Dr. Focock,' for 
be speaks the worst English I eyer heard ; Dr. Stukel;,* 
who writes for himself, the very worst person he coiUd 
write for; and I, who only read to know if there were 
anything worth writing, and that not without some diffi- 
culty, I find that they printed one thousand copies of 
the Httrleian Caialogue, and have sold fourscore ; that they 
have .£900 a year income, and spend ^1300, and that they 
are building apartments for the under-keepers, bo I ex- 
pect in winter to see the collection advertised, and set to 
auction.* 
Have yon read the Clarendon book P ' Do you remember 

' Dr. Peter Templeman held the office of Keeper of the Reading- 
room f<H' the Britiah MnMom bfon its openinK in 175S tiU 1761, 
when he resigned, on being chosen SecreUiy of the Society of Arts, 
then newly eBtabliahed. Dr. Tenipleman waa a medical man and 
a learned one, author of several mediool works and the trans- 
lator of Norden's " Egypt," to which he added notes. He died in 
1769.— Aft(/brrf. 

' See next letters. 

' John Barton, M.D., bom at York, 1697; died 1771; among 
several other works he published ' ' Monasticon EbontCMue," vol. i. , 
York, 1758, folio.— ifit/orrf. 

* " Two PrtiBsiaiiB " to Brown, Ang. 8. 

' Cf. to Wharton, vol. i., p. 261 and n. 4. Pocock was made 
Kshop of Meath in 176G ; he was at this time Bishop of Ossory. 

' Dr. William Stnkeley, the antiqaary, was rector of St. 
George's, Queen Square, near the Mnsenm. — Mitford. Cf. ttwra, 
p. 29, n. 1. 

' Cf. fuprti, p. 83, n. 1. 

' " Life irf Edward, Earl of Clarendon," etc., written byhimself, 
was printed in the year 1769, at the Oxford Press, in folio and 8vo. 
—Mttford. It is a sequel to ' ' The History of the Rebellion. " The 
Clarendon Press bad been founded partly out of the proceeds of the 
copyrigbt of the History; and this continuation of the History, 
ooil snch other of the Chancellor's manoBcripts as had not been 
pnblished, were ^ven subsequently to Oxftnd, that the profits 
might go to the estabHshment <rf a riding-Bohool. The intention 
was not fulfilled, mainly ttirotq^ the smaUness of the profits from 
the Clarendcm Press. ''The money derived from the publication 
of the M6S. was allowed to aocnmnlate. By 1840 it amounted to 
£10,00a In 1878 it was spent in adding ttie Claiendon Laboratory 



D,o,l7PCihyG'.H>*^le 



92 oeat's uettbbs. 

Mr. Oambridge'B ' aocoimt <^ it befoie it came out ; how 
well he recollected all the foults, and how utterly he forgot 
all the beauties? Snrel; the groaaest taste ia better than 
Buch a. Hort of delicacy. 

The invasion goes on as quietly as if we believed everj 
Frenchman that set his foot on English ground wonld die 
on the spot, like a toad in Ireland; nobody but I and 
Fobus are in a fright about it : by the way, he goes to 



lowest of all homaa beiu^, a 
■' — ' of exeiie." — {Oldnuxon 



paper by Joluison in the " Idler " of Joly i4th, 17D9, in wbicb he 
pleads tor the repotiiiog of aJI such maonacripts in some public 
plaoe, remarking that the authenticity of the HUtor;f, " tnon^ 
printed with the sanction of one of the first nniveiBitiei) of the 
world" [it was at first garbled, nevertheless] "had not an un- 
expected manuscript been happily discovered wonld have been 
broQffht into queation by t^" »■"..* !»...»..* «* -ii itY....Ah VA;n.« » 
BcrioDler for a PBrty, and 

and Dncket-l WaTpole, in Deeember, 1758, epeaka of a enrrep- 
titioiu edition of the " Lifb" from Holland, whioh would forestul 
the Oxford publication promised by February, '59. 

' On Mr. CambridEe and his habita of oonreieation, see Wal- 
pole's "Letters to Laay Oesory." In conversation be waa sud to 
be full of entertainment, UTeTinees, and anecdote. One aarcaatic 
joke on C^ubility Brown testifiea his wit, and his " Soribleriad " 
■till earvivea in tiie puaee of Dr. Warton, — Mitford. Richard 
Owen Cambridge lived not far frmn Walpole on the Twickenham 
aide of Riehmond Bridf^ Walpole aava "We ahall be as cele- 
brated as Baise or Tivoh," and naming the distongniahed peisona of 
the n^hbonrhood, "Clive and Priuiard, actreaaea; Scott and 

HndsoD, padntera, H , the impndent lawyer, [Faol] Whitehead 

the poet, concludes with " Cambrid^, the everything." (To 
Bentiey, July S, '55.) He was a qmdnwnc; whan Cambridge 
knows nothing, nobody knows anything, according to WalpoQ; 
Ab late as 1779 Walpole writes: " There is not eo untittletattlina 
a village as Twickennam in the island ; and if Mr. Cambridge did 
not gallop the roads for intelligence, I believe the grass would grow 
in our eaia." He was a contributor to the " World " ; wrote, be- 
sides the " Scribleriad," a comic El^y on an empty Aaaembly 
Room (175e), and, in 1789, Walpole imtm of "Mr. Cambridge's 
excellent vmes, the * Frograaa of Liberty,' printed in a oewap^wr 
called ■ The Tunes.' " Cambridge died Septunber 17th, 1802, in 
his eighty-Bixth year. Though he had the besetting ran <rf the 
eritie, aa Gray notes here, he was a very aooomnlished man, a good 
Latin soholar, and a master of Spanish, from which he could ^uote 
very appoaitely, as may be seen from Boewell's " Johnsm," where 
he andhis villa are spoken of with high respect. 
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church, DOt for the inTasion, but erer sinoe his sister 
Oastlecomer ' died, who waa the last of the brood. 

Moralise upon the death of mj Lady Esaex,' aod do 
write to me soon, for I am ever jonra. 

At Mr. Jaimcey's, Southampton Bow, Bloomsbury. X 
have not a &ant in the world, nor have I time to send to 
Mr. Fraser. 



CLXXXTX. To WUUam Pali/rave. 

London, July 24, 1769. 

I am now settled in mv new territories commanding 
Bedford Gbrdens, and all the fields as far ae Highgate 
and Hampstead, with such a concourse of moving pictures 
as would astonish you ; so nu-in-'U^e-ith, that I believe I 
ehall stay here, except little excursions and vagaries, for a 
jear to come. What though I am separated from the 
fashionable world by broad St. Giles's, and many a dirty 
court and alley, yet here is air, and sunshine, and quiet, 
however, to comfort you : I shall confess that I am basking 
with heat all the summer, and I suppose sh^ be blown 
down all the winter, besides being robbed every night ; I 
trust, however, that the Museum, with all its manuscripts 
and rarities by the cart-load, will make ample amends for 
all the aforesaid inconveniencies. 

I this day past through the jaws of the great leviathan 
into the den of Dr. Templeman, superintendant of the 
reading-room, who congratulated himseU on the sight of 
so much good company. We were, first, a man that writes 
for Lord Royston ; ' 2dly, a man that writes for Dr. Burton, 

' 8iat«r of the Duke of Nawcaertle. Francea, second daughter of 
Lord Pelham, married Christoplter Wandeaford, Visconnt Caatle- 
oomer ; she died in 1766. Walpole, in a MS. note of hia, which I 
pOBBesB, sBiyB, ' ' The Duke of NewcaBtle is afrud of spirits, sad 
never durst lie in a room alone I This is literally ttae."—MH/oni. 

' Lady Essex died in childbirth, July 19, 17Se. She wbs daughter 
of Sir.CharleaHanbnry Williams, K.B., by Lady Frances, daughter 
of Thomas, Earl Comngebj'. — Ititford. Vid. tupra, p. SB and n. 1 

< Afterwards second Earl of Hard»iek{172O-170O). It is probable 
that "the man wAo mitet for Lord Roywton" was oolleetbg 
materials for the State Papers, from 1760 to 1776, printed in 177S, 
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of Tort: SdXy, a. m&n that writeB for the Emperor of 
Oermany, or Dr. Pococt, for he speaks the worst English 

1 ever heard ; 4tMy, Dr. Stukeley, who writes for himself, 
the rer; worst person he coald write for ; and, lastly, I, 
who only read to know if there be anything worth writing, 
and that not without some difficulty. I find that they 
printed 1000 copies of the fiorZetom Catalogue, and have 
only sold fourscore ; that they hare ^900 a year income, 
and spend ^1300, and are building apartments for the 
under-ke^rs ; so I expect in winter to see the collection 
advertised and set to auction. 

Hare yoa read Lord Clarendon's Continuation of his 

History? Do you remember Mr. 's' account of it 

before It came out? How well he recollected all the 
faults, and how utterly he forgot all the beauties. Surely 
the grossest taste is better than such a sort of delicacy. 

CXC. To the Bev. James Brown. 

August 8, 17S9. 
Deab Sib — 

The season for triumph is at last come ; I mean 
for our allies, for it will be long enough before we shall 
have reason to exult in any great actions of our own, and 
therefore, as usual, we are proud for our neighbours. 
Contades' great army is entirely defeated ; ' this (I ati 
told) is undoubted, but no particularB are known as yet ; 
and almost as few of the other victory over the Kussians,' 
which is lost in the splendour of this greater action. So 
much for war ; and now come and see me in my peaceful 
new settlement, from whence I have the command of 

2 vols. 4to. —Mitfard. Mr. Thomas Watta, of the British Musenm, 
traced to this nolile aathor the fabrication of that which passed fco* 
the "Bsj-liestEneliah Newspaper" — the"Biisli8hMerciiTie"ofthe 
Annada year ; the publication of which I. I^srseli, in the " Curi- 
mities of LiteratnTe," attribntea to " the wisdom of Elizabeth and 



le Mudence of Burlngh." 
' Cambr" ' " 



_ . mbridge's. See {««& letter. ' At Minden, Anirnst 1. 

' This is probablv an incorrect report of the battle of ZuUichau, 

which Frederjck'ajrtneral Wedell, whom he haa invested with a 

ght with the 

kB a defeat, not 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



TO THE BBV. JAMBS BROWN. 9fi 

Hi^hgate, Hampstead, Bedford GardeiiB, and the Mnseum ; 
this last (as 70a will imagine) is my giTonrite domun, 
where I often pass fonr hours in the day in the stillneBs 
and soUtade of the reading-room, which is uninterrupted 
bj anything but Dr. Btuteley the antiquary, who comoB 
' there to talk nonsense and coffee-houBe news ; the rest of 
the learned are (I suppose) in the country, at least none 
of them come there, except two FroesianB, uid a man who 
writes for Lord Eoyston. Wben I call it peaceful, you 
are to understand it only of us Tisitors, for the' society 
itself, trustees and aU, are up in arms, like the fellows of 
a college. The keepers have lu'oke off all intercourse with 
one another, and only lower a sUeut defiance as they pass 
by. Dr. Eiiight ' has walled up the passage to the httle 
house, because some of the rest were obliged to pass by 
one of his windows in the way to it Moreover the trustees 
lay out £500 a-year more than their income ; so you may 
expect all the books and the crocodiles will soon be put 
up to auction ; the University (we hope) will buy. 

I have not (as you silently charge me) forgot Mosheim.* 
I enquired long ago, and was told there were none in 
Ei^Iand, but Nourse* expects a cai^o everyday, and as 
soon as it comes, you shall have it. Mason never writes, 
bnt 1 bear he is well, from Dr. GMbume.* Do not pout, 
but pray let me hear from you. and above all, do oome 
and see me, for I assure yoU I am not uncomfortably 

' Doctor Gowin Knight, M.D., principal librarian of the British 
Mnssnm from 17S6 to Mb deadi in 1772, when another M.D., 
Mathew Maty, became his euccesaor. Dr. Fother^l onoe mtide 
this Dr. Knight a present of a thousand guineas. — Mitford, 

* Hoeheim, had died in 1756, at GSttingen, when ne was theo- 
logical piofeesor in the Univetsity, with the foundation and framing 
ofwhioh he had had much to do. In the ^ear of hie death he had 
completed a new and improved edition of his Chnroh Histo^ ( " In- 
stitationei) Higtorite Ecolesiosticte "). Gibbon speaks of Mosheim 
with respect. It is ^ther the " Institntiones " or the " De Rebus 
Christiania ante Conatantinnm " (1763}, or both, that Gray is ex- 
pecting. The ImtUuUs were translated into English in 1764. 

* Noorae seems to have been the Williams and Norgate of the 
day. Cf. p. 58, D. 2. 

* One of the Comt PhysiciauB, and thus, if not otherwise, ac- 
quainted with Mason, as one of the Conrt Chaplains. See Mitford 
on letter of Oct. 23, 1760, ti^ 
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situated for a lo^^er; and what are we bnt lodgers P' 
Adieu, dear Sir, I am ever joura, 1. 0. 

At Mr. Jaunoey'a, SoadiamptoD Bow, Bloonubury. 



CXOI. To the Bev. Jamet Brown. 

Saturday, August 9, 17S9. 

I retract a part of mj yesterday's intelligence, having 
to-day had an opportunity of hearing more, and from the 
beet hand. 

The merit of Prince Ferdinand's policy and conduct ' is 
not a little abated by this account. He made a detach- 
ment of 4 or 5000 men, under the heredita^ Prince of 
Brunewiclc,' which had got between the main French army 
and the town of Herwart, where their principal magazine 
lay. The fear they were tmder on that account obliged 
Contades to begin the attack, and he accordingly began 
his march at midnight, in eight oolumas. Tery early in 
the morning, before the Prince had time to make the 
proper dispositionB, they were upon him. He had only his 
first line formed when the batue began, and of that line 
the English infantry made a considerable part ; Contades' 
troops (joined by the Duke of BrogUo's corps) amounting 
to near fourscore thousand: the Prince had only forty 
battalions with him, half of which only engaged (as I 
said) for want of time. The French artUlery at first did 
terrible execution, and it was then our four* regiments 

' "Ex hAc vitft ita discedo, tanqoam ex hospitio, non tanqnam 
ex doDio : commorandi enim natnra deversorinm natna, non liabit- 
andi dedlt." (Cicero, " De Senectnte," 23, 84.) 

' Gray 'a acconnt of Minden in snbstuiti^ly accorate, though I 
cannot trace his local names. Ha b mistaken, however, in n^re- 
seating Prince Ferdinand as snrDrised. The movraaent of ^le 
hereditary Prince was deugned to omw the French ont of Minden, 
and their etrong poaitioDB near it, and it wsa they, not Ferdinand, 
who were dilatory. 

' "Ferdinand's swift-cutting nephew, who is growing famous 
for such things, detached to out-oat Contades' strong post to south- 
ward (Gohfeld, ten miles np ^e Wesec) which gnjuds his meal- 
wagons." (Carlyle, " Frederick," bk. six., chap. iiL). 

' The English regiments, supported by the Hanoreriao*, weie in 
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BufEered so much, 68 of their ofScers (all, I think, below a 
captain in degree) being killed or wounded ; 267 prirate 
men killod, and above 900 wounded. The rest of the line 
were Hauoverians (who behaved very bravely), and, as 
their number was nmcb greater, it is likelj thej sufiered 
still more ; but of their loss I have no particular account. 
In tiie village of Tonhausen, near at hand, were all the 
Hesfiiaji artillery, which being now turned upon the French, 
soon ailenced tiieir cannon, and gave an opportunity to 
come to close ei^agement. The conflict after this lasted 
but an hour and a quarter. The French made a poor and 
shameful resistance, and were dispersed and routed on all 
sides. The Marshal himself (having detached a body of 
men to tnr if they could save or turn Herwart) retreated 
along the Weser toward Bintelen and Corvey, but wrote a 
letter to the Prince to say that, as Minden must now soon 
faJl into the hands of his victorious troops, he doubt«d not 
but he would treat the wounded and sick (who were all 
lodged there) witb his usual humanity. Accordingly he 
entered Minden the next day. Eight thousand only of 
the French were slain in the field, twenty pieces of cannon 
(sixteen-ponnders) taken, and twelve standards. The 
number of prisoners and the slau^ter of the pursuit not 
so great as it might have been, for the English horse 
(though they received orders to move) stirred not a foot, 
nor had any share in the action. This is unaccountable, 
but true ; and we shall soon hear a greater noise about it. 
(Lord a. Sackville.') 

Ferdinand's centre ; in the French centre were tlidr cavsliy. The 
^ English battalione were to advance, ttcoordine to Per^uid's 
OTderonsoimdof drum— "but it seems," says Csjlyle, "they read 
it, 6y sound of dmm — * beating our drums, yes, of coiiree —and 
advanced prematorely, followed by the HaDoveriatis as second line, 
under the fire of CMitadee' artillery on both flanks— and broke 
fincoeadve cbarses <4 ttie French car&lry. Contades said bitterly, 
■ I have seen what I never thon^t to be poeaible — a aii^le line of 
inAutry break tluxin(^ three lues of cavalry, ranked in order of 
battle, and tnmt:^ than to mjn.' " 

' " Had Lord George Sackrille, General of the Horse, come on 
when galloped for and Udden, here had been soch a rain. Bay all 



coming on ; delayed, haggled, would not even let Graoby, his 
n. B 
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The Prince of BrunsTiclc' fell in with the party sent 
towards Herwart, entirely routed it, toot five pieces of 
cuinon, the town, and all the magazines. 

The loaa of the BuasianB* is not what haa been re- 
ported. Their march towards Silesia, however, was 
stopped ; ' and the Eing of Prussia is gone in person to 
attack them.* 

The BtOTy of I>urell ' is all a lie. 

Uentenmit, come, not for a second Adjutant, not for a third ; never 
came on at all; but rode to the Prince, aeking "How am I tooome 
on!" who, with apoliteneea I can never enongb admire, did not 
inatantlf kill him, but answered, in mild tone, "Milord, the oppor- 
tunity is now past ! ' " Cariyle, «. s. 

' "And wlut b this one hears from GoUeld in the eveningT 
The Hereditai? Prince, busy there on n« daring the veir hours of 
Minden, has bbiwD our rearguard division to the winds there ; and 
we must move southward, one and all of us, without a moment's 



to Varus' Iie^ns, long ago. Contades got under way that very 
' ' ' ' ' t of his baggage, all his conquests, that shadow- 



night ; lost most o 



ooncioest of Hanover, and more Uian all his glories." Cariyle, u. a 
' At ZUUichan, "The Frnssians lost in killed, wounded and 
priaoaere, some 6,000 men. . . . SoltikofTs loss of men is reckoned 
to be heavier even than Wedell's : but he could far better afford 
it." Carlyle'a " Frederick," bk. xix., chap. iL 

' Gray is misinformed about the situation. The objective of the 
Russians was sot Silesia, but a junction with the Auetriaos under 
Baddick and London, wherever they could effect it ; a design which 
Wedell failed to prerent : London joined SoltikofFat Fraukfort-on- 
the-Oder on Angdst 3. 

* Hedidao,atKuDerBdorf,neaj'Frankfort-on-the-Oder, Aug. 13. 
He was disastroasly defeated, mainly because, after drivinc the 
enemy from their first poeitions, he persisted, against the advice of 
his generals, in pushing his advantage over more difficult gronnd, 
when his troops were exhausted, both by the battle and their rapid 
march before it. So confident was Frederick of victory after his 
first snoceas that he sent four successive couriers to Berlin with the 



. B that the Russians were beaten ; " and at last a fifth witii 
dolefully contrary news " (Cariyle) Gray must have told the story 
of Konersdorf to Mies Speed, for she wniee to him from Stoke on 
the 26th of Angust "Yon sent me dreadful uewa in regard to the 
K.ofF." ("<SaTandhiBFrienda,''p. IM.) 

* In Jannan^, ITSS, Commodore Durell hoisted his broad pennant 
on board the Kana. He went to oommand Uie fleet at Huifax. — 
\Mt^ord.\ The ston-, therefore, whatever itwos, probably has to 
do with his conduct in the North American Seas. For a detail in 
tm previous career, see vol. l. p. H, n. 2. 
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Lord H.' IB blamed for pnbliBliing Geaeral Torke'R* 
aod Mitchell's * letters so hastHj. 

Dont quote me for all thia Oazette. The PrussiiuiB 
have had a, vei? considerable advant^e over General 



' Holderii«eM, in his cftpadtjr of Secretary of State. (See vol. i., 
p. 260. n. 3). 

* Joseph Yorke was the third son of the Chancellor Hardwieke: 
had been A. D. C. to the Dnke of Cnmberland at Fontenoy, and 
was at this time Major-General, and out diplomat at the Hagne. 
A letter of hia thence to Lord Holdemesm was published in the 
'* London Gazette Extiaordin^y," Ang. 8, 1759. It annoonced 
the gloriouA victory by Prince F%rdinaua. over the French on the 
]8t instant ; mentions that Ferdinand's messengers to George n. 
had not taken the Hagae in their way ; and that tiiey had ftivonied 
Yorke with no detam of the engagement ; the Hoccess of which, 
however, the French dispOHitiDns aking the Rhine seemed to eon- 
firm. Major-General Yorke became Sir Joseph Yorke, K.B., 
Lord Dover in 17S6, and died without issne in 1792. 

' Andrew Mitchell was the friend of Thomson the poet, and was ■ 
with him when he died, in 1748. He was appointed in 1759 onr 
ambassador at tlie court of Frederick. " By far the beat Escelleney 
England ever had at that court ; who grew to a great mutual regard 
with Frederick, and well deserved to do so ; and whose letters are 
among the perennially vahiabla docnments on Frederick's history. " 
(Carlyle'B"Ftederiek, bk.xvii.,chap.iii.). Hewaaamanof ptnnted 
speech. When the huge Gotteched insisted tbat a tragedy most be 
in five acts, Mitchell asked, if Aristotle had ordered that the clothes 
of every man were to be cnt from five ells of cloth, how Gotteched 
woijd like to find himself without breeches! "The king," says 
Mitford, " was mentioning to him onr losses at Port Mahon, and 
said we had made a bad c&mpMgu. Mitchell answered, ' Avec 
I'alde de Dieu nous en ferons one plus henreose.' 'Avec I'aide 
de Dien T Je ne vons connais ^ cet allid la ! ' ' C'est cependant. 
Sire, celui qui nous coElte le moms. ' " Mitford conld not find any 
lelterof Mitchell's in the Gazettes for 17G9 or 1700, or in the Annual 
fiegiater of that time. 

* No donbt a mistake for Deville; Harsch and Deville were eom- 
monlv associated in command. Early in Jnly Deville made an 
attack on Frederick's general, Fonqnet, who was holding Luidsh at, 
near tiie south western frontier <A Silefda : " bnt was Deantdfnlly 
dealt with ; sent galloping through the Passes again, with a loss 
of many prisoners, most M his funiituree, and all his mesence of 
mind." (Carlyle, "Frederink," bk. xii., chap. vi.). Harsch did 
attack Landshut, and was also defeated, bnt that was at the end of 
Aogust. Gray probably gets his information from Lord Holdemeese 
through Mason (see ncnct letter). 
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DXAX DOCT* 

I cannot say anytMng to yon about Hason, whose 
motions I am entirely a Btranger to, and have not once 
beard from him since he left London ; till {the 3' of this 
month) a letter came, in -n"" he tells me, that Oaskarth ' 
is at Aston with him, & that the latter end of the month, 
or the beginning of the next, he shall be in town as he 
goes into vaitins the last fortnight in October. L' H.* 
hBA 8Mit him no toes than four E^rpresses (literally so) with 
public News good A bad, w*' has made him of infinite 
importance in the eyes of that neighbourhood. I can not 
pretend therefore to guess, whether he will be able to come 
to you. I am sorry to tell you that I try in vain to execute 
your commission about tapestry, what is so bad, as wry- 
mouthed hietorieB ? and yet for this they ask me at least 
double the price yon talk of. I have seen nothing neither, 
that would please me at any price : yet I allow tapestry (if 
at all tolerable) to be a very proper furniture for your SOTt 
of house; but doubt, if any bai^ain of that kind is to be 
met with, except at some old mansion-sale — in the country, 
I where People will disdain tapestry, because they hear, that 
; Paper is aJl the fashion. Btonhewer ' has been in North- 
amptonshire till now : as you told me the subject of your 
letter, I did not send it thither to him, besides that he was 
OTeiy day expected in Town, at last he is oome. and has 
it ; but I hare not yet seen him : he is gone to-day (I be- 
lieve) to Portsmoutii to receive a Morocco Embassador, but 
returns Tery shortly, there is one advantage in getting 
into your Abbey at Christmas-time : that it will be at its 
worst, and if you can bear it then, you need not fear for 
the rest of the year. M' Wi * has lately made a new Bed- 
chamber, w°^ as it is in the best tast' of anything he has 

> Joee^ Gukarth, tbo Bnisai of FembrokB. 
1 Htdderneew. 

' Btonshewer was at this thne, I beliere, in the office of one 
of the Seeietaries of State. Cf. vol i, p. 28a 

* Walpole at Strawbeny HUI. 

* He wrote " tast " and " hsst " (for " haste ") ; wheAer he so 
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jet done, & in jour own Gothic way, I must describe a 
Jittie.' jon enter by a ^)ea&ed door at one comer of the 
room (out of a narrow wmding passage, yon may be sure) 
into an Alcove, in which the bed ia to stand, formed by a 
screen of pierced work opening by one large arch in the 
middle to the rest of the chsmiber. v*^ is lighted at the 
other end by a bow-window of three days, whose tops are 
of rich painted glass in moBaic. the deling is coved A 
fretted in star and qnatrefoil compartments, witii rosea at 
the iniersedaons, all in papier-maoh^. the chimney on 
your left ia the high-altar in the cathedral of Bouen (from 
whence the Screen also is tateu) oonsiBting of a low sur- 
based Arch between two octagon Towers, whose pinnacles 
almost reach the Cieling, all of nich-work. the chairs and 
dressing-table are real carved ebony, pick'd up at anctiona. 
die hangings uniform purple paper, hung all over with the 
court of Efenry, y* 8* copied after the Holbein's in the 
Queen's Closet at Kensington, in black & gold frames, 
the bed is to be either from Burleigh " (for Ii* Exeter ' is 

pronowiced, we cannot say. It seems probable that Pope pn>- 
notmeed " tsste " as we do : 



On the other hand Gray h. 



" Why this Duavailing Atute/' 
Western gales and skies serene 
Speak not always winter jkm(." 



Where, however, the rtiyine, sanctioned by Bryden, may be eon- 
ventionaL (See n. IHtt Frees ed. of " Gray's Poems," p. 243). 

' It will be seen that this is the Holbein Chamber on the prin- 
lupal floor of Strawberry Hill. The copies of which Gray ^oee on 
to speak were "on oii-paper by Veitue from the drawmgs of 
HolSein in Qneen Catherine's Closet at Kensington." See Mr. 
Anstin Dobson's "Walpole,"p. 219, and plan, A., p. 21S. 

■ Buivhley, in Northsmpfanishire, not far from Stamford, the 
seat of the Earls of Exeter, the eldest branch of die great family 
oi Cecil, deriving from the first marriage of the famous founder of 
the house with Hary, sister of Sir John Cheke, 

" Who first tanght Cambridge and King edward, Greek." 

* " He is going throngh the honse by d^ees, fnmuhing a room 
every year and has already made several most sumptuous." So 
Walpole wrote to Montagu, July 26th, 176S, after vicdUng the 
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new furnishing it, &nd means to sell some of his original 
honsehold-stuif) of the rich old tamish'd embroidery ; or 
if that is not to be had, & it must be new, it is to be a cat 
Telvet with a. dark purple pattern on a stone-colonr eattin 
ground, & deep mut fringes & tassels, there's for yon, 
but I want you to see it. in the meantime I live in the 
Muflffium, & write volumes of antiquty. I have got (out 
of the original Ledger-book of the Signet) E: Bichard 3*" 
oath to Elizabeth, late calling hertelf Queen of England; 
to prevail upon her to come out of Sanctuary ' with her 5 



«iu> r«idded Imig at Borne in the time of ttieae two painters, seemed 
to have onployed thou entirely during his sojonm there." He 
must mean Jolm, the 4th Earl, b. l«287d. 1688. The Earl at this 
date, 1769, was Brovmlow CetMl (ttth Earl), who ancceeded to the 
title in 1764. 

' On the news of the anreet of Rivets (April 30, 1483) and the 
bringing <rf the yoong King (Edward V. ) back to Northampton, the 
qoeen-mother uai tha palace at WeBtminster, and took refuge in 
the adjoining sanctuary with her second son, the Dnke of York, 
and her danghlerB. The Duke oi York was token thence on the 
leth of Jane. It was not till the beginning of March, 1484, that 
the others came oat of sanctuary, after Richaid, in the presence of 
lords spiritual and temporal, siid the mayor and aldermen ci 
London, made oath, veroo ^^mio, njpon the Holy Evangelists, that 
if Elizabeth, Ceeile, Anne, Kathenne, and Bridget, the danghters 
of daane Bizabeth Gray, would come out of ^e sanetoary, and be 
auided, ruled, and demeaned after him, he woold see that they 
shonld be in smety of theb lives, and anner no hurt or imprison- 
ment, bnt tdiat they shoold have everything neoeesanr as his kins- 
women ; and that he wonM endow snch as were mamogeable with 
lands to the yearly valne of two hundred marks, and proride titem 
gentlemen bom as husbands ; and that their mt^her should recdve 

-' ""' ' — '~-' ' "" '"~ ' ort. An Act of 

1 Richard, also 

styled Eliiabeth, "sometime wife to Sir John Gray, knight, late 
naming henelf and many years heretofore Qneen of ^^lond." 
Perii^« the document to which Gray refers is tiiat given at 
lengtti in EUis, "Ori^mal Lettered" 2d. Ser.; " ' .. uo 



Letters," 2d. Ser., v. L, p. 1^ 
shop of Bath affirmed that he h 



Condnea tells as that^e Kshop of Bath affirmed that he had 
secretly manied Edward IV. to a beantifDl yonng lady before the 
marriage with Elisabeth, and Dr. Ralph ffliaw, in a sermon at 
Paul's Cross, in tike presence of Ae Protects, declared the children 
of Edward illegitunate. 
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daughters, his Ckant to ladj Hastings & her Son,* dat«d 
6 weeks after he had cut off her Husbuid's head, a letter 
to his Mother;* another to his Chaaoellor,* to persuade 
his SoUidtor 0«iiera] not to marry Jane Shore then in 
Ludgate bj his command. & Tho; Wjat's Defence at his 
Try^,* when accused by B"* Bonner of high-treason ; Lady 

' "HeKlea«ed tbaeatat«sof Hai 
(tf his widow snd her cbildren,"- 
RichBj^ " had no pett^ feelinj^ (rf revenue towards the repreacmta- 
tivee of thoee whom hie policy had cast down." 

' The widow of Richiml, Dake of York, slain at the battle of 
Wakefield, 1460, or bntchered after the battle, as the Shakes- 
pearian play (Henry VI., pt. iil.) after one aooonnt in Holinshed, 
lepresents. Jticharalll., throngh BuckinghamandDT. Shaw, cast 
a slur upon hie motber'B honour, to discredit the legitiroan? of 
Edward IV. I do not know to what letter to the BDchess Gray 
here refera. 

' Id thig letter Richard says that Ms solidtor, Thoroai LyDom, 
" marvellously blinded and abased with the la^ wife of William 
Shore, now being in Lndgat«, hath made contract of matrimony 
with her, and intendeth to our fnll great marvel to proceed to the 
effect of the same. We, for many causes, wontd be sorry that he 
should BO be disposed. Fray yon, therefore, to send for mm, and, 
in that ye goodly max, exhort and stii him to the oontruy. If ye 
find him utterly At for to many her, and none otherwise will be . 
advertised ; then, if it may stand vrith the law tA the choreli, we 
be content the time of marriage deferred to oni coming next t« 
London; that, upon sufficient surety fonnd of her gooa bearing, 
ye do send for her, and discharge tiiTn of our said commandment, 
committing her to the role and guiding of her father, or any other 
Iry yonr discretion, in the mean season." — iHarl. MS. 433.) 

< This is the elder Wyatt, the poet, father <a the Sir Thomas 
who made insnrrection in favour of Lady Jane Grey and was ex- 
ecnted at the banning of Mary's reign. The accusation asainst 
the father was made m 1S41, in the re^ of Henry VIIL Re was 
char^ by Bonner "with having oonunnnicated aecretiy with 
R^imald Pole ; with having said when Uie pacifioatiou <a Nice 
was concluded, that ' he feared the King shonld be cast out ci the 
cart's tail, and by God's Uood, if he were so, he was well served, 
and he would he were,' and main with having spoken against the 
Act of Supremacy. The 6r8t pomt was the misinterpretation of 
Bonner's malice. He bad 'practised' to gain intelligence from 
Pole of the intentions of the Pope. ' He supposed that ne had but 
dischai^ed his dnty in doing so. He had spoken loosely of the 
prospecte of the King, he admitted- It was a fashion of speech. 



and not a ^ooA one ; out that he had expressed his e^vectations ii 

" ' T- Of the Act of Supremacy he 

' n evil bands : and be 
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Purbecb and her Son's Temarl&ble Caae,' and seTeral more 
odd thingB unknown to our HiBtorians. when I come 

HDppoeadhe had been riKht ingaymKBO.'" — Fronde ("Hist Eng.," 
iii 46C), from Nott'e " Wratt." Notb a^parentiy retumei the 
document Grajr mentions. Froude saya it IB clear that (he " ora- 
tion" iras composed, bnt not delirered, for Wyatt was privately 
examined, but never put upon Iub trial, and was iudenmified for 
his brief imprisonment bv tne grant of an estate from the Crown. 

Bnt if Fronde had i«a<l the Bpeech carefully, be wonid have seen 
that Wjmt mentions the fact of on inquiry two years before into 
these same matt^ before the Privy Council, during which Maeon, 
hia coUeoKue, waa " in holde detayned," though finally acquitted ; 
Qutt Wyat lined to come home to clear bimBelf , and did come ; that 
the " &le of Eatsex " [Thomas Cromwell] dedred him " to let it 
paa8"foT that he waB "cleared well enough"; that he was sent 
"agayne Embassadour to tb* Emperonr at bia comynge into 
Ffraunce, and the Kyngee grace had rewarded him with a good 
piece of lande above his deBervynge. " • ThiB donation then wonld 
seem to be earlier than the l5efence in question. Nor is there, 

SerhapB, Btifficient reason to quMtion that the speech waa actually 
elivered, as its text indicAMB, before a committee of the Privy 
Council and a jury ; for the statement of the Council that Wysl 
had acknowledged his offence might seem to them a permisBible 
kIoss upon his admissioDB, and that the teenlt, aa they say, took 
the form of a pardon, not an acquittal, is Burely posaible. 

It is a very charaoteriBtic paper, in which the antica of "the 
lyttel fat prest " Bonner, as yet a contemptible rather than a 

mterpart to the " De 
, admile that be is a 

___ _ . ... 1 tlmt his acCDseiB, iu the 

utteranceB attributed to him, have well imitated his style, par- 
ticularly in the use of naughty wordB. 

Cray does not tell Wharton that he has made this transcript for 
Walpole. But it was printed in 1772 at Strawberry Hill in " Mib- 
cellaneoQB Antiquities" (So. II.), wbeie it is introduced with a 
tribute to bis memory : " The following papers of Sir Thomas 
Wyat were copied by Mr. Gray from the onginals in the Harleian 
collection, now in the British Museum. The PamasBian Flame 
that had prophecied from the mouth of the Bards could condescend 
to be a trauHcriber. In this instance bis labour was the homage of 
justice paid to a genius, hia predecessor. What Mr. Gray thought 
worth copving, who will not think worth reading?" 

' Lady Wrbeck was Francea, daughter of the celebrated Chiei 
Jnstiee Sir Edward Coke by bis second wife Elizabeth, dauf^ter of 
Thomas, Earl of Exeter. 8he married, first. Sir John vUlierB 
(brother of George, Duke of Buckingham), who was created 
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home, I have a great heap of &e Conway Papers ' (V U 
a secret) to read, & maJce out. ia short, I am up to the 
ears. 

The Fish joa mentioii is ao accurately described that I 
know it at sight. It is the Ink-fiih, or Iiohgo of Uie 
Somans. in Cn«ek Tn6&c, in Italian, CaJamaio. in French, 
Calmar. you will find it raided by Linneeus in the olau 
of Vermea, the order of MoUusca, the genns of Sepia, TS" 4, 
pB£: 659. The smtdler ones are eaten as a delicacy fried, 
with their own ink for sauce, by the Italians and oth^s. 
you may see it ia AldroTandns.' 

I do not see much myself of the face of nature here, 
but I enquire. Wheat was cutting in Kent the 23' of 
July, the 25"" at Enfield, the 27* Wheat, BarlOT, & 
oats entting all at once about Windsor : the forward Pease 
all got in, gronnd plough'd. and turnips sow'd. 9*^ of 
Augiut, Eajrest still continued in Buck:". The 27*" 
abcmt Eennington it was jnst over, being delay'd far want 
of hands, in spme places 50 mile from London it is but 



name of Wri^t, and gave birtii privately at Somerset House, in 
1^, to a son, who was baptized at Cripple^te under the name of 
.Bobert Wrij^t. She was sentenced (Arcbbuliop Land mssing the 



1, who was baptized at Cripple^te nnder the name of 
„bt. She was sentenced (Arcbbuliop Land passing the 
sentence) to do penance in a white aheet at the Savo;f Choich, bat 
evaded the pimishment by concealing heiBclf. Her son Robert 
married Elizabeth, danghter of Sir John Danvers [the regicide 



evaded the pimishment by concealing herself. Her son Robert 
married Elizabeth, danghter of Sir John Danvers [the regicide 
stepfather of George Herbert and patron of Fuker], aad took the 



name of Danvers. Their son Robert claimed the earldom of Buck- 
ingham, bnt the Honse of Lords decided ^^nst hjm apon the 
sToimd of bis father's ill^timacy. Lady Purbeck died m 1657. 
The last of her male descendants died in 1774 without Issue. — 



wrote to Cole, Aug. 22, 1773; "Lord Hardwicke [the Lord 
Roj^ton of p. 93, mpra, where see note] I know, has long been my 
enemy — latterly, to set a sight of the Conway Papers, he has pau 
great conrt to me, which, to show how little I regu^ed hia enmity, 
I let him see, at least the most curious." 

^ Aldrov&ndi (1522-1607) was a famooa profeasot at Bologna. 
He was the first director of the botanical garden there, and was 
inatmmental in founding the still existing museum. Botany was 
his Jort, but eveiv departmeat of natural history wsa hia foible, 
■nd his great work in thirteen volnmes, seven of which were pnb- 
lished aner Us death, was illnstrated by eminent artists. 
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Sit over now for the same reason, tlie S' of Aug: 
therine-pears, Muscle-PltunB, and Bmsll black Charriea 
were sold m wheel barrows. Filberds in plenty the 8*. 
Mulberries, & fine greengage plums the 19''. fine Nec> 
tarines & Peaches, Sie 2!™. toe 4*^ of Sepb Melons end 
Perdrigon-plums. the 8"", WalnutB 20 a penny, this is 
all I blow about froit. My Weather is not reiy com- 
pleat. 

July 30,1709. London. Therm: 6 in the aftemora, at 70 

21 

22 game hour 76 

23 WindN.N.E d:<> . 80 (Gmm 



- iu 

78 l 1 



28 w« N;N!W. brisk at noon .... ^1 

ZJ Wind laid at night — 

28 w^ N: fur, white flying olondfi, 9 in moni' 68 

99 ,, S.S.W. HtiU&cioadvEaiuihiae . . d:<> . N 

30. gloomy & hot w* W:S;W: shower at 

night d:<> . 70 

31. S hours »in. w^ S;W: moonahiny ni^t Ai' . 70 
Ang: I. cloudy. W:S;W; brisk and chill, bright 

even* d:° , W 

2. aoudy nm, W:S:W: chill, a Httle r^n. 

night clear di" . 6B 

3. Fine, w^ N:W: cool d- . M 

4. gloomy. SiW: hi^ seven Iionrs heavy 

rain d:' . 84 

5. cloDdy. N:W: hatd run at night . . d:" . 66 
Aug:' 6. Clouds & aiuiBhine. w*N:W: brisk. . . Therm: at 9 . . 64 

7. W* 8;W: fair d;» . 66 

8. W: clear and hot „ . 74 

9. SiSiW: very hot „ . 76 

10. d*>. hot and foggy ...... 74 

11. clear and exRwne Itot . „ . 76 

12. N:N:W: small rain, evening fine - ■ „ . 6S 

13. N:N:E: brisk, fine day . . . . „ . 66 

14. cloudy , . 64 

15. JHzNiW: clouds & snn . . . . „ . 68 

16. very fine , . 64 

17. S:W: overcast, some run . . . „ . 68 

IS. very fine „ . 64 

lB.W;N:W:cloudy,bntfair. atnighthardrain „ . 64 

80. W:S:W: over«ast. at night much rain . „ . 66 



* A fresh page in Gny*s MS. here b^ins. 
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I go no farther tlian jon do: but it is down in my 
book. 

whab do yon say to all onr rictories? The night we 
rejoiced for Boscawen,' in the midBt of squibs and bon- 
fi»8 arrived Lord Q. Sackville. He sees company: & 
to-day has put ont a short address to the Pnblick, ssying, 
he expects a Coort-Martial (for no one abroad had aa- 
thority to txj him *) and desires people to sospend their 
judgement. I fear, it is a ruefnl case. 

I believe, I shall go Mi Monday to Stoke for a time, 
where lAdy Oobh" * has been dying. My best respects to 
M" 'Wharton. Beliere me ever fiuthfnlly 

Tours 
TCh 

Sonthsmpton-Row, Sept: 18. 17119. 

1 • ■ Admiral BMcawen has demoliabed the Toolon iquadron, and 
has made fon Vieeroy of the Heditenansan," writes Walpole to 
Maun, September iSth. The PnoKit adminl was De la Cliie ; he 



n his way from Toulon to operate againet the Britidi coaet, 
when he was attacked by Boecawen in Uie Bay <rf Lagoe en the 
8onth coast of Portogal ; Boscawen eM>tared tluee large ships and 
bnmt two •ndretnmed to England with his prises and two thmisand 
prisoneTB. " They attribute," says Walpole, I. e.," I don't know 
wiUi what groondH a sensible Mnd of dsu to Hm Fmoh; that De 
la Cine was to have pushed for Ireland, Tliiirot for Scotland, and 
the Breet fleet for England — bnt before they lay sneh great plans. 



they Hhonld take care of phhv^ ftaaaua to execnte them." 

^ In his appointment in I?58 be is detdgnated " oommanoer-m- 
chief of all His Majesty's forcee. horae and foot serving on the 



Lower Rhine or to be titen asaemUed with the allied army under 
die oonunand of Prince Ferdinand of fimnsniek, oommander-in- 
chief of the said anny." 

Walpole, Sep. 13, u. >. says: "He immediately applied for a 
oooit-maitial, but was told it was impossible now, as the officers 
necessary are in Germany. This was m writing from Lord Holder- 
aesse— but Lord Lifomer in words was more squab — "If he 
wanted a Court-Martial, he might go seek it in Germany." 

' On the 2Sth of August i"Gm and His Friends," p. 198], Idiss 
Speed wrote to Gr^, "ijidy Cobham is suifriangly wdl and 
most exb«mely obliged to yon for the aiisiet^ yon expresBed on 
her acct We take the air every day, and are retomedTto onr old 
way of living and hope we shall go on in tiie same way many 
yetus." Iliere was therefore a sodMn change. 



D,o,i..ci by Google 
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CXCm. To MaB<m. 

stoke, October 6, 1769. 
DsAx VLlbox — 

If 70a have been happy where you are, or merely 
better is health for any of your employments or idlenesses, 
you need no apolc^es vith me : my end is answered, and 
I am aatis&ed. One goes to school to the world some time 
j befiwe one learns precisely how long a visit ought to last. 
At this day I do not pretend to know it exactly, and ve^ 
often find out (when it is too late) that I have stayed hau 
an hour too long. I shall not wonder, therefore, if your 
friend should make a mistake of half a year, if your occa- 
sions did not call you to town sooner. When yon come I 
should hope you would stay the winter, but can advise 
nothing in a point where my own interest is so much con- 
cerned. Pray let me know of your arrival immediately, 
that I may cut short my visitation here, or at least (if you 
are taken up always at Syon,' or BTensington ') may meet 
yon at Houuslow,' or at Billy Bobinson's,* or somewhere. 

' Yfith Lord Holdemeeae. See p. S, n. 1. 

' Where Uasou resided during the period of residenoe as ch^lain 
to the King. — MUford. 

' Mitfoid Buggests that he means Strawberry Hill See voL i., 
p. 351, n. 1. 

* Klly Robinson was his friend the Rev. William RobiuBon, of 
Denton in Kent I poseeaa a list by Gray of the wild plants 
native to this district, made when on one of big two viuts at 
Denton. He was the third anrviving brother of Mrs. Montagn, 
and was of WeetmisBter School, and St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge; Rector of Burfield, Bucks, where he died, aged 75, 
December, 180S.—Mit/ord. Sir Egerton Rrydges (Mitford'a 
"Gray," Aid. ed., App. V., voi L) says: "Mr. BoDittmn was an 
admirable clasgical scholar, to whose uste Gray paid groai defer- 
ence. He did not consider Mr. Mason as equal to uie task of 
writing Gray's Life : and on that aoconnt when Mason (fnnn his 
knowledge of Hr. R.'8 iutiniaey with Ciray) commonieated his fn- 
teutkoi to him. He. Bobinson deolined, letoming him an wiswer, 
which produced a coolnesa betwera them wUch was never aftw- 
wards made vp. Hr. Bolnnson, however, owned that Mason had 
executed his task better than he had eiqieeted. The ' Unes on 
Lrntl Holland's House at Kingsmte,' were written when on a visit 
to Mr. Bobinson, and fonnd in the drawer of Gray's dressing-table 
after he was gone. They were restored to him for be had no other 
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IC; only employment and amusement in town (where I 
hftve continued aJl the summer, till Michaelmas) has been 
the Museum; but I have been rather historically than 
poetically given. With a little of your eaeooragement, per- 
haps, I may return to my old Lyd^te ' and Occlere, whose 
works are there in abondance. I can write you no news 
£rom hence ; yet I hare lately beard ill news, whidi I shall 
not write. Aldien, dear Mason, and believe me most faith- 
fully yours. 

At the Lady Tiscountess Oobham's, at Stoke House, 
near Windsor, Bucks. 

Tour friend Dr. Plumptre * has lately sat for his picture 
to Wilson.' The motto, in large letters (the measure of 1 
which he himself prescribed) is, "Kon magna loquimur, i 
Bed vivimus ; " i.e. " We don't aay much, but we hold good ) 
livings." 



CXCr7. To Wharton. 

DXAS DOCTOB 

I know not what to say to you after so long a 
silence, but that I have been down at Stoke to see poor 
Lady Cobham, & after about three weeks pass'd there, she 
being obliged to come for advice (as they call it) to Town, 
I retnm'd with her, & have been eversince, till about t«n 
days ago, by her desire in the house with her in Hanover 
Square, she is dying (as it now plainly appears) of a 
Dropsy, and the contemplation of Ung'ring death is not 
apt to raise the spirits of any Spectator .... 

iras on Gray's virit to 



Dr. Bobert Plomptre w«b Premdent of Qneeti 'a College, 
and from 1760 to 178S Professor of Caanistiy ; died in October, 
1788. His "good limngt" were Wimpole and Whadden, in 
C^unbridgeshire ; he was afterward Frebendary of Norwich. — 

■ Benjamin Wilson (1721-1786) tJtte portrait-painter, to whom 
Gray sat for the Jikenen in oil which now hangs in the common 
room of Pembroke Coll^a, Camhridga— JIfr. Qot*e. 
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I have had au enqniiy from Mr. Jonathan' about 
painted slasB, and have given him such infonnatioa, as I 
could procure. The manufacture at York seems to be the 
thing for your purpose, but the name of the Person I can 
not Team, he at Worcester sella it for two Shillings a 
pound (for it is sold by weight). I approve very weU of 
the canop7-work border on the sides of each light descend- 
ing to the bottom, provided it do not darken the window 
too much, & take up so much of the 20 inches space, as 
to make Uie plain guae in the middle appecir over nairow. 
but I have been more used to see the whole top of colonr'd 
glass (from where the Arch begins to turn), the gloom 
above contributing much to the beauty of the cle&r view 
below. I cannot decide : the first is more Gothi c & more 
uncommon, the latter more convenient, & more chearful. 
Green glass is not classical, nor ever seen in a real Church 
window, bat where there is ffistory painted, & there the 
Green is remarkably bad. I propose, the rich amethyst- 
purple Instead of it. the mosaic pattern can hardly come 
amiss, only do not let too much yellow & scarlet come 
t<%ether. if I could describe the mosaic at Mr. W:'" it 
would be of no use to you, because it is not merely made 
of squares put together, but painted in a pattern by Price,' 
& shaded, it is as if little Bakustines,* or Pomegraoate- 
flowers, were set four together, & formed a lozenge, these 
are of a golden yellow with a white Pearl at the junctions, 
& the spaces inclosed by them are scarlet, or blew, this 

'■ Of Ur. and Hra. Jonatiian I know notiiiiig except from Gray's 
letters. Tlwy were Loudon Mends of Wharton; we ebail find 
them visiting him at Old Park, Dnrham. 

» W^tooitfs. 

' " Of Price," Hitford ; and (independently^ Mr. Gosae. 

* BaKataTuni (Dioacoiides, I. 154). Browmng gives this name 
to tbe henniie who redeemii hereelf and her companions bj reciting 
to th^ Syiaensan oaptors the Alceatia of Enri^ndes : 

. . . " Althondi she has Bome other name 
We only call her WUd-pomeKTUiate-flower, 
BalaoHHon ; since, where'er the red bloom borDS 
I' the d^l dark verdnre of the boonteons tree. 
You ahall find food, dtink, odour all at once ; 
Cool leavee to lund about an adiing hnw, 
And, never much aw^, the nightii^e." 
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repeated makes a, Diaper-work, A filla the whole top of the 
window. I am sorry any of year dedgOB depend upon 
'Vu^pnia; I fear it will ful yon. 8t:" tells me, 700 have a 
neighbouring scene Bnperior to any banks of the Thamet, 
where I am to live ... to age me ? Kason has been in 
... to Aeton, where he . . . —tration are as 7onng(P) 
. , . A flourishing state of his country . . . clever, and 
forced from him Dy a nonsensical gpeech of Becbford's.* 
the second was a studied and puerile declamation on funeral 
honours (on proposing a Monument for Wolfe*), in the 
course of it he wiped his eyes with one handkerdiief , & Beck- 
tord (who seconcbd him) cried too, & wiped with two hand- 
kerchiefs at once, w"" was very moving. The third was • 
about Gen: Amhurst,* & in commendation of the industry 
and ardour of our American Oommanders, very spirited A . 
eloquent, this is a very critical time, an action being 
hourly expected between the two great Fleets, but no news 
as yet. 

I don't know where my thermometer left off, bat I do 
not find any observations till the 8*^ of Sept:'. 

■ Stonehewer, who knew the NorUi Conut^ welL 
* ThefamooB AldennBnBeekfordifatlterorthe yetmoretemons 
lord of Foothill, tiie anthor of "Vathek." The Alderman was 
member f^ the Ci^ of London (1753), and twice Lord Blayor. On 
the ftunooa speech to the King wbiob is inscribed on his statne 
in ^le Gnildhall, and was ntteied (if it was really his) a month 
before hia deatii in 1770, see Mitfoid's n. on Gray to BiWn, May 
22,1770. 



mentioned were made Novembu' 20th. (See also " Gray and Ms 
FHends,"p. 24.) 

* General Amherst had taken TicondeMga in July, 'fiQ, Aber- 
cromUe having {ailed to do eo in '68. He also eeoared Crown 
Point. In the same month Sir William Johnson with a body of 
the Ameriean mili^ had captored the fortress of Niagara. Indians 
weie engiwed on both sides, azid thdrwar-wboop was heaid above 
the roar of the cataract. Walpole wrote (Sep. 13, 'SB) : "Uwe did 
bnt callJohnson ' Gnlielmns Johnsawas Niagarioas * and Ambwst 



a thousand years hence as the patterns 0. 

intereetednesB ; for poeterit; always secribes all m 

and self-denial to those that take tt •---'— '-■ 

own glory." 
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Sept 

8, Kt 68. oIOM and gloomy WaJnuta 20 a pemiy. 

9, at 70. same. 

10, ... 72. Tery fine. W* 8;W: then N!'W...BBi:gBmo* 

P«an. 
11, ... BS. wet, erenins fine. 8:W: fogsy niffht. 

12,...M.clondy . . S:S:W: 

13, ... 68. sliowrT afternoon . S:W: 

14, ...02. fair . W:N:W: cool. 

15, ..62. a little run . N:W: little fiNMit at night. 
16. ... 61. fair . . N:N>W: erenhig N:E: loi^ 

&cooL 

17, 69 NiW: 

18, 58. 

M. ... 87 W« N: 

20, 

31, 60. fair . . N:E: high. 

22, ...60. fur & cool. . . NiE: at night a little fraet. 

23, 60. fair, aftem: cold & gloomy, set by a &n. (Went to 

Stoke.) 

24, fine black & white Mneeadine Grapes, black Figs (the 

white are ova) Melons & 'Walnnte. 

25, Red and Blew donble Atrton, Musk and Monthly Koeee, 

Marygolds, Sweet Feae, Carnations, Mignonette, & 
double Stocks, in bloom. 

26, ...69 W* NiW: high. 

Elm, Oak, & Old Ash in full verdnre. Horse Chee- 
nnt & Lime tnm yellow. Young Beedtee raaaet, 
Cheny-Trees red, & droppiag their Leaves. 

27, 82. Clonds & Son. 

38, — 

80, ...64 fine. 
90, ^ 
Oot: 1 . . Catherine-Peochee very ripe, blaek Frtmdgnaa 

(ul die rest is lost.] 
The 30 of November, some Snow fell in the nighL 

23^ Thermr at 32 {freeziag point) for the fintdme ; (dneew^ 
it has continnod rising : weather wet. 
Today, the 29^, at M. Yf^ W:N:W: high, warm and wet. 

My best respects to M" Wharton. I am, De&r 8', ever 

ToDTB. 

[November 38, 1760.] 
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CXOV. To the Rev. James Brown. 

1759. 
Dbak Sib 

Tou will receive to-morrow Cara<AacfLB, piping 
hot, I hope, before Einybody else has it. Obeeire, it is I 
that send it, for Maeon makes no presents to anj one what- 
ever ; and, moreover, you are desired to lend it to nobody, 
that we may sell the more of them ; for money, not fame, 
is the decl^«d purpose of all we do. I believe you will 
think it (aa I do) greatly improved. The last choras, and 
the lines that introduce it, are to me one of the best things 
I ever read, and surely superior to anything he ever wrote. 
He has bad infinite fits of affectation as the hour ap-,' 
proaehed, and is now gone into the country for a weelE, i 
like a new married couple. ' 

I am glad to find TOU are so tapt' in music at Cambridge, 
and that Mingotti is to crown die whole; I heard her 
within this fortnight, and think her voice (which always 
bad a roughness), is considerably harsher than it was, but 
yet she is a noble singer. I shall not partake of these 
delights,* nor, I fear, be able to see Cambridge for some time 
yet ; but in a week I shall know better. Dr. Wharton, 
who desires his love to you, will, I believe, set out for 
Durham in about three weeks to settle at Old IWk ; at 
present his least girl is ill of the amall-pox, joined with a 
scarlet fever, but likely to get over it. Yesterday I and 
M. dined with Mr. Bonfoy.* He told me that the old lady 
was eloped from Bipon, just at a time when he seemed to 
want her there, and was, I thought, a little rufBed at it ; 



applaQse at the^eatj^s in Ituy, Germany and Spun. She 
to London in lTS4,aiidmadeherfintappeaiaDceiu "Ipermnei 
in 17S8. She qnitted England in 1772, harinK still preserved I 
voice. The dat« of her death is not known. — Mit/ord. See vol. 



Bonfoy. It is possible that lUpon is MiUord's mistake tot Ripton. 
n. I 
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but I (in my heart) conmieiided her, and think her very 
well revenged upon him. Pray, make her my best com- 
pliments. Old Turner' is very dechning, and I iras 

sounded by Dr. about my designs (so I understood 

it). I assured Mm I should not tuk for it, not choosing to 
be refused. He told me ttro people had applied already. 
N^. — ^All this is a secret. Adieu, dear Sir. — Betieve me 
ever sincerely yours, T. G. 

P.8. — The parcel will come by one of the flies. There 
is a copy for old Pa,' vho is outrageous about it. I rejoice 
in Jack's good fortune. Lord Stratbmore' is much out 
of order, but goes abroad. 



CXCVI. To Mason. 

December 1, 1759. 
DxxB Mason 

I am extremely obl^ed to yon for the kind atten- 
tion you bestow on me and my affairs. I hare not been a 
sufferer by this calami^ ; it was on the other side of the 
street, and did not reach so far as the bouses opposite to 
mine ; * but there was an attorney, who had writmgs be- 

' Shollet Turner, D.C.L., of Peterhonse, Professor of Modem 
Historv, from 1736 to 1762.— Jlf0/oraf. 
' Palgrave. 

* Tol. i., p, 68, n. and index. 

* In the iMriab of St. Michael's, Cornhiil. 

I do not notice misinterpretatiouB of these letters, extraordinary 
as some of tliem are, except where they may mislead Gray's future 
Uographera. Mr. Goaae states ("Life of Gray," p. 145) : "Poor 
Gray, ever pursued by the terrors of ar^on, had a great fright in 
the last days of November in this year. A fire brwie ont in the 
home of an organitt on the opposite side of Southampton Bote, and 
the poor householder was burned to deaUi ; the fire spread to the 
house of Oray'9 lavn/er, who fortunately saved his paper?. A few 
nifdits later, the poet vkm routed by a conflagration close at hand 
inXineoLn's Inn Fields." The italics are mine. Surely never did 
the wit of man concentrate so many misconceptions in so small a 
space. The house Gray speaks of as Am was not that in Soath- 
ampton Bow (which was not his) ; there wsa no opposite side to 
Southampton Bow, except Bediord House and the gronnds in 
which it stood. The glass-oiganist was not an organist, he was a 
{dayer on the muaica] glasses. He lived nowhere near Gray ; he 
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longing to me in his li&nda, that ha.d hia houae burnt down 
among the first;, yet he has had the good fortune to save all 
hia papers. The fire is Baid to have begun in the chamber 
of that poor ^lasB-organist who lodged at a coffee-honae in 
Swithin's Alley, and perished in the fiamea. Two other 
persons were destroyed (in the charitable office of aasiating 
their friends), by the fall of some buildings. Last night 
there was another fire in Lincoln's Inn Fields, that burnt 
the Sardinian Ambaasador's chapel ajid atables, with some 
adjacent houses. 'Tia strai^e that we all of us (here in 
town) lay ourselves down every night on our funereal pile, 
ready made, and compose ouraelves to reat, while every ; 
drunken footman and drowsy old woman has a candle ready I 
to l^:ht it before the morning. 

lived near Gray's property in the parish of St. Michael's, Comhill ; 
he was not a " householder," he simply hs,d a room in a coffee- 
house in Swithin's Alley, which is either now St. Swithin's Lane, 
or has disappeared, and which was certainly in the heart of the 
city. Gray could have had no " great fright " from this flre ; it is 
not Ukely that he heard of it nntil it was all over, and he was 
doubtless Bimultaneoualy asBured that his own honse had escaped. 
There is no sufUcient evidence that the attorney was Gray's lawyer ; 
it might rather be concluded from the way in which Gray speaks 
of him, that he was not. It does not appear that Gray was roused 
by the conflagration in Lincoln's Tnn fields. It was sufliuently 
remote from his almmt mral retreat to canse him no poBsibfe 
apprehensioD, and he probably never heard about it till the nest 
morning. 

I strongly suspect that the unfortnnat« " glsss-organist " waa 
Richard Puckeridge I whose name Ifind variously given as Pockrich, 
Pokeridge, and Kckeridge). According to the " Dictionary of 



this very year, 1709. la it tikelv that there were t' 

exhibitors of this novelty who died in the same year T From the 

same source I lesm that Puckeridge was bom in co. Monaghan, 

was left at the age of twenty-five an Dnenoombered fortone of 

£4,000 a year, but dissipated all his resonrces in the pnrauit of 

visiunaiy projects. This would account for the chamber in the 

cofTce-honse. 

Stainer ("Diet of Musical Terms") says that the idea of the 
musical glasses was su^weeted by a Mr. Pickeridge, an Irish 
gentleman, and first earned out by M. Delaval, aud wasin use long 
before the name armonica was ^ven to it hy Franklin (the great 
Benjamin, to whom the invention is soraetiTnea attributed). He 
takes Delaval for a Frenchman ; but the person is Gray's friend, 
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You will have heard of Hawke'a victory ' before this caa 
reach you ; perhaps bj an e^ti^s.' ' . . . MonBieur 

de Conflans' own ship* of 74, were 

driven on shore, and two sunk (capital 

ehipa), with .... r it blew a storm during the 
whole .... could be saved out of them. Eight 

. ng ovOT their cannon were able to ran 
mouth of a shallow river (where, if the wind will permit, 
it is probable thej may be set on fire), and eight ran away, 
and are supposed to bave got into Bochefort; two of 
Eawke's fleet (of seventy and sixty guns) out of eagerness 
ran aground, and are lost, but most of the men preserved 
and brought ofE. There is an end of the invasion, unless 
you are afraid of Thurot,' who is hovering off Scotland. 
It is an odd contemplation that somebody' should have 

Edward Delaval, of Pembroke College See letter to Brown of 
April, 1760. 

' Over Conflttus in QoibeMMi Bay. 

* From Lord Holdemease. * Torn oS.—Mitford. 

* " Conflans tried to save Mmself behind the rocks of Belleisle, 
bat was forced to bain his ship of eighty gnus and twelve bondred 
men. Tbe ' Formidable,' of eighty, ana one tboosand men, is 
taken ; we bnrned the ' Hero ' of seventy-four, eight hnndred and 
fifteen men. Tbe 'Thes^' and 'Snperbe' of seventy-four, and 
seventy, and of eight hundred and fifteen and ei^ht hnndred men, 
were sank in the action, and the crews lost. Eight of their ships 
are driven np the Vilaine, after having thrown over theirguns ; 
tbey have moored two frigates to defend the entrance, but Hawke 
hopes to destroy them. Oar lose is a scratch, one lieatenaot and 
thirty-nine men killed, and two bandied and two woonded. The 
' Beaolation ' of seven^-fonr guns, and the ' Essex ' of sixty-foar, 
are lost, bnt the crews saved ; they it is supposed, perished 1^ the 
tempest, which raged all the time, for 

' We rode in the whirlwind and directed the storm.' 
Sir Fdward heard gnns of distresa in tbe night, but could not t«U 
whether of friend or foe, nor could assist them. "— Walpole toSfann, 
Nov. 30. 

* Tburot was to have co-opeiated with Conflans. He landed in 
Ireland, and attacked Carrickfergns, which was bravely defended 
by seventy-two men ; and then went again to sea, having plundered 
the town, and carried off the mayor and three other inluibitante as 
his prisoners. — Knight. 

' George II. The "Great year," as Walpole datce it (November 
SOth) wasthe last o(mipleteyearof bis reign. He died October 25th, 
17W. 
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lired long enougli to grow a great and glorious monarcli. 
As to tke nation, I fear it inll not know how to behave 
itself, beii^ juat in the circumstances of a chambermaid 
that has got the ^620.000 prize in the lottery. 

Tou mistake me. I was always a friend to employment, 
and no foe to money; but they are no friends to each 
other. Promise me to be always busy, and I will allow 
you to be rich. — I am, dear Mason, in all situations truly 
yours. 

At Mr. Jauncey's, in Southampton Bow. I received 
your letter November 29, the day on which it is dated ; a 
wonderful instance of expedition in the post.' 



OXCVn. To Wharton. 

London, Thorsday, Jan. 23, 1760. 
Deab Doctor 

I am much obliged to you for your antique news : i- 
Froissard* is a favourite book of mine (tho' I have notj 
attentively read him, but only dip'd here and there) £ it j 
is Btrange to me that people who would give thousands fori 
a dozen Portraits (Originals of that time) to furnish a; 
gallery, should never cast an eye on so many moving pic- j 
tures of the life, actions, manuera, & thoughts of theirt 

' Mason is bantered for mifidating. 

' Readers of Siunte-Benve will remember that he quotes this 
praise of ProiHsart from " le cbanuant poSte Gray qni, dans sa 
soUtnde m^lancoliqne de Cambridge, ^tndisit tant de choses avec 
originality etavecgoflt," He goes on to speak of the delight i^orded 
by the illniuinated mannscripts of Froissttrt in the great Library 
of Paris or the British Maeenm, with their wondei&Uy colonred 
vignettes, which make the teit speak to the eyes ; the towna and 
cbAteavx, ceremonies, sieges, battles by land and sea, all pictured 
with naive minnteQesB and fidelity. ''TonteBceBcfaoBeB,"nesay8, 
"y sont peintea comme dlder ; la po^ie de Gray elle-mSme n'est pas 
plos nette et pins fratche, et ne telnit pas mienz." Sometliing (A 
die fascination here so piisttily described, is exercised even by the 
abridged and modernized Frousart of Mme. de Witt, which repio- 
daces many of these old designs. In associating all this with tiie 
poetiy of Gray, Sainte-Benve is pediaps inflnenced by the kind of 
heraldic splendour which belongs to the Bard and the Installation 
Ode. 
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lanceston done on the spot, & in strong tho' simple coloors. 
In the aacceeding century ' Froisaa^ (I find) was read 
with great aatigfEiction by everybody, that could read; & 
on the same footing with King Arthur,' S'' Tristram,' & 
Archbishop Turpin:* not becanse they thought him a 

' He perhapB means the fifteenth, since Froissart's Chronicle 
enda A.D. 1400. Bat the remark wotud be just as true of the dz- 
teentfa, and even some part of the seventeenth century. We know 
that Hector Boece, Hall, and Holinshed, and their most intelligmt 
readers, inclnding Shakespeare, made no attempt to discriminate 
b^ween histoiy and legend. 

' Geoffi«y of Monmouth's " Historia Britonnm " was dedicated 
to Robert Duke of Gloncester, who died in 1147. Mythical as it 
isi its merits as a work of imagSnS'tion have been greatly exi^^- 
ated, as far as the Arthnrian legend is concerned. It gives an un- 
pOMUde aoeonnt of Arthur's military exploits and conquests ; and 
the snpematnral and dramatic traits which poetry has enhanced 
appear either cmdely or not at all. The "Konnd Table," for 
instance, is found first, I believe, in the " Brut " of Wace~I mean, 
of course, in the liUrary development of the legend, for he tells na 
that it was sung among the Bretons ; the Holy Grail story, what- 
ever itB origin, was pernaps first told effectively by Walter Map, to 
whom also is attribntod the sncceBsfnl linkmg with this of the 
l^ends of Lancelot, Gawain,audPercival. The element of romantic 
love in the Arthurian legend is mainly due to Breton, Anglo- 
Norman, and French sonrces. The great work of Sir Thomas 
Malory, pinted by Caxtou in 1485, professed to be a translation 
from die French. 
' "1 know liim by his harp of gold, 

Famona in Arthur's court of old ; 

I know bijn by his forest dress. 

The peerless hunter, harper, knight, 

Tristram of L " 



Isenlt, and of the fate of Tristram himself, is variously told in 
Tennyson's "LastTonmament,"aiid Matthew Arnold's "Tristram 
and Isenlt." At first the hero of a seiwrate legend, Tristram (<«' 
Tristan) was associated with the Arthnrian romance at the close of 
the twelfth century approximately. 

* Turpin (Tilpin), Archbishop of Rheims, was himself a con- 
temporary of CharlemFUjTie, and fignred in legend and chatuon as 
tme of hiB peers ; but his name was borrowed for the Chronicle 
which took shape in the latter halt of the twelfth century, and for 
a long time passed as historic. The interest of the Chronicle 
centred in the Spanish campaigns of Charlemagne, the prowess of 
Roland and Ohver, the treachery of Ganelon, the aiB&sber of 
Roueeevalles, etc 
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fabuloaa Writer, but because thej took them all for true 
&nd authentic HiBtoriana. to so little purpose was it in that 
age for a Man to be at the poine of writing truth 1 ' pray, 
are you come to the four Irish Ejnge,' that went to echool 
to K. Bdchard the 2d.*& Master of the Ceremonies ; and the 
Man ' who informed FroiaBord of all he had seen in S' 
Patrick's Purgatory ? 

' Soiute-BeiiTe here aays : *' Gray va id nn peu loin. FroiBBort 
k ae, manifere et eelon ea meaure de ja^meot, s'^tait mis fort en 
peine de recneUlir la vint6 dans ce quM raconte.' But the critic 
miBandenitaiidB the poet. This is precisely what Gray meana. 
while regrettine that Fntiasart's pains shonld not have diatin- 
gniahed him in the common jad^Qent from other chroniclers. To 
Gray and Sainte-Benve alike, Froissart is the medjfeval counterpart 
of Herodotus — sincere and de ionn«/oi, ii somewhat credulous. 

^ Wharton must have read far to have reached this, for it is in 
the fourth and last volome of Froissart (ch. 63). Henri Castide 
(so Froissart gives bia name) had heeu sqnire to the Duke of 
Ormond, and was for seven years a ^isoner among Hie Irish, but 
well treated by hia captor (called by Froissart Brin Coeteret}, who 
gave him his daughter in marriage. On his redemption from cap- 
tivity, he was of great service to the English throng Us know- 
ledge of the Erse tongue, and wu employed to deharbarise the 
(onr Irish kings who made volnntaiy sabmiBsion to Richard II. 
Castide tells FroisBart with what difficulty he broke these 
monarchs of the habit of eating out of the same dish and drinking 
out of the same cup with then varlets ; how he taught them to 
wear breeches and clean linen, to ride with ritimipa, etc. 

' William de I'lsle, Chevalier Aaglait, who had been in Ireland 
with Richard II. Froissart, riding with him one da^, asks him if 
what was toid about "ce <m'on appelle le Tron Swnt- Patrice " 
was true. He answered "Yes," and that he and an Enelish 
knight, when the king was at Bimelin (Dublin) had been there, 
and were shut in there at snnset, stayed there all night, and came 
forth at dawn. " When,"heoontinued, "I and my companion had 
passed the door of the cellar which they call St. Patrick's Pur- 
gatory, and had gone down three or four stepe, our heads grew 
Teiy not i and we sat on the stone steps, and we were strongly 
incEned to sleep; and weeleptall night. "Bid you know where 
you wereT" asked Froissart— " what visions did yon see?" 
De riale answered that the^ had " great imaginationa and mar- 
veUons dreams, and saw (bb it seem^ to them) far more tiungs in 
their sleep than they would have done if they had been in their 
ehambers ortheir beds." When, however, they were let ont, they 
Gonld not remember a thing, and set it elf down to fantasy. 
Froissart then would have changed the sabject, bat they were in- 
teirapled by others. The pasBa«e is a good instance ot sincerity 
battlug vrith love of the marvelbus. (Vol iv. oh. 61.) 
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Yon aak after Quebec Gen: Townsend 8&7B, it is mnoli 
lite Bichmond'HUl, and the river as fine (but bigger) & 
tlie Tale ae riant, as rich, & as irell cultivated, no great 
mattera are attributed to Ma conduct, the Officer, who 
brought over the news, when the Pr of W: aelc'd, how long 
Gen: T: ' commanded in the action after Wolfe's death? 
answer'd, a Minute, S'. it is certain, he was not at all well 
with Wolfe, who for some time had not cared to conault 
with him, or communicate anv of his designs to him. he 
has brought home an Indian B07 with him (designed for L' 
G: Sacbrille, but he did not chuse to talie him) who goes 
abont in his own dress, & is brought into the room to divert 
his company, the Gen': after dinner one day had been 
shewing them a box of scalps & some Indian arms & 
utensils, when they were gone, the Boy got to ' the box, 
and found a scalp, w°^ he ^lew by the hair belong'd to one 
of his own nation, he grew into a sudden fury (tho' but 
eleven years old) & catching up one of the scalping-knives 
made at his Master with intention to murther him, who in 
his surprise Iiardly knew how to avoid him, & by laying 
open his breast, making signs, & with a few words of 
French Jaigon, that the Boy understood, at last with much 
difficulty jacified him. the first rejoicing night he was 
terribly frighted, and thought the bonefire was made for 
him, & that they were going to torture and devonr him. 
he is mighty fond of venison blood-raw; & once they 
caught him nourishing his knife over a d<^ that lay asleep 
1:^ the fire, because (he said) it was hon manger. 

Tou have heard of the Irish disturbances ' (I reckon) ; 

' This waa George, eldest sou of Visconnt Townshend, Charles, 
the faiDOiiB and erratic atatesman, being the second son. Geoi^ 
wM at this time close on thirty-Biz years of age. He lived 
till 1807, succeeded his father in the peerage, and was elevated to 
the Marquisate in 1786. He also became a Field -Marshal. 
Walpole wrote to the Earl of Strafford October 30th, 1769, d pnqiot 
of the victory of Qaebeo : " I have not even seen the conqaeror'a 
mother [Lady Townahend], though I hear she has covered herself 
with more latuel-leaves than were heaped on die childten in the 

' Hitford and (independently) Mr. Gosse, " got the box." 
'Walpole to George Montagu, Janf. 7, '60: "Thete is 
nothii^ new of public, bnt the violent commotions in Ireland, 
Miitber the Duke of Bedford still peirists in gtnng. jfiolns to 
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□ever were two Houses of PsTliament so bep d & s 

upon, this is not a figure, but literally so. thej placed 
an old Woman on the Throne, £ called for pipes & tobacco ; 
made my Lord Chief-Justice administer an oath (w^ they 
dictated) to my L" Chancellor; beat the B* of Killaloe' 
black and blew ; play'd at football with Ghenevix, the old 
ref ugi^ ' B^ of Waterford ; roU'd my L* Famham ' in the 

Jaell a. storm ! " The Bake (aad this explaliiB what follovB in 
-mj), was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

Gray exhibits more intereet in Irish affairs than Walpole. It 
will be observed that he suggests that the rising was Papist, and 
encouraged by hopes from "the Brest-Fleet," and at tne same 
time that the iusurgeute were in favonr of the ret«iition of tbe 
Irish Parliomenta, exclusively Protestant as those assemblies then 
were. Are we to fasten this inconsistency on the fascinating Gray, 
or the no less fascinating Irishman ! 

' This was Nicholas Syuge, who succeeded Cheneriz in this 
bishopric m 1746. 

' The Rer. lUchard Chenevix was of French extnictiou, his 
parents having left their natiTe country on the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantea. His first patron was Lord Scarborongh, by 
whom he was recomraended to Lord Chesterfield as his chaplain 
in Holland. In 1745, Lord Chesterfield's influence as Lord- 
Lieatenant of Ireland, raised him to the Ksbopric first of Killaloe 
and then of Waterford. Dr. Chenevix always retained « grateful 
sense of Lord Chesterfield's kindness, and oontinned his regular 
correspondent nntil his death. — Lord Malum. Win grand-danghter 
and heiress, Melnstna Chenevix, was the mother of Richaid 
Chenevix Trench, late Archbishop of Dublin. — Dr. Bradi/utio. 

It seems as if Gray was drawing largely on his imagination in 
his account of these riots. Chesterfield's letters to Chenevix, 
Dec 9, '59,Iand Jan. 22, "60, in response to the Bishop, contain no 
hint that the episcopal person had been subject to any sort of 
Indignity. On December 9th he writes to Chenevix, " You are not 
qnite so philsophical fas I am] in Ireland, where all the totcrbillont 
of Beecartes seem to he in the most rapid motion. What do your 
mobs mean ! The Hibernian sr^rits are exceedingly inflammable. 
Leniente and refrieeratives will cool and quiet tliem." On FeV 7, 
'60, he wrote to iQderman Fanlkner, " Yon will perhaps tell me 
that no dignity, no authority whatsoever, can restrain or quiet 
the fnrv of a multitude dmnk with whisky. But then if yon can- 
not, who can T Will the multitude, enraged with whislcy, be 
checked and kept within bounds by their betters, who are as full 
of drink aa tiiey are, only with claretl" 

* This was Bobert Maxwell, second Baron Famham, of co. 
Cavan. He had recently sneceeded his father (d. 1709) in the 
peerage of Ireland. He was made a Viscount in 1761, and Earl in 
l;«3. He died in 1779. 
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Kennel ; polled S" Tho: Prendergaat ' by the nose (naturally 
bage) tUl it was the size of a GauIiBower ; and wonld have 
hanged Sigbj," if he had not got ont of a window, all 
this time the Cattle remain'd in perfect tranquillitjr. at 
last the Gnard wa« obliged to move (with orders not to 
fire), bnt the Mob threw dirt at them, then the horse 
broke in upon them, cutting & slashing, and took 17 
prisoners : nest morning tixey were all set at liberty, and 
•aid to be poor siUj people, that knew nothing of the 

* The son of that Colonel Sir Thomas Preudergast, of whom 
was told, by General OglethOTpe, tite remarkable eto^ to be read 
in Boewell's " Johnson " (A.D. 1772, setat. 63). The elder Prendei- 
gast (PendergraBs, ap. Uecanlay) was a Roman Catholic geDtle- 
man, of Gort, co. Galwaj. Macanlaj ("Hiat," iv. c, 21) treats 
him with siagular tendemess, bat eaema to have been imperfectly 

' informed about Mm. The infamone George Porter, one of the 
leaders in the plot to aseassinate William III., had anmmoned 
Prendei^^t (to whom " he had been a most kind Mend, indeed, 
almost a fatiiei ") to town, to join in it. Prendergast, bonified, 
revealed it to Bentinck and WiDiam, on a pledge that hia evidence 
should not be used against anyone without bis conseot. He seems, 
however, to have been admitted among tlie conspirators, and acted 
as an informer. 1 am afraid that Sir John Friend, who had no 
part in the assassination plot, though he conspired for an overt 
rebellion, was convicted partly on his evidence. Prendergast was 
made a baronet in 1699, and commanded the 22Dd foot at the 
battle of Malplaqnet. He made a note in his pocket-book that he 
had dreamt or seen in vision Sir John Frienil meeting him on a 
particular day ; and took it as an intimation that on that day he 
nimself was to die. It was Uie day of Malplaqnet (Sept. Ilth, 
1709) ; he sorvived the fight, and his friends jested him upon his 
prophei^. He answered, "(I shall die notwithstanding ;" and soon 
afterwards a belated shot killed him. (So the account ap. 
Boewell ; it is stated elsewhere that he was mortally wounded 
immedistely after Ualplaquet in an attack on some French troops 
intrenched in a woo<a). The son, onr Sir Thomas, became a 
Protestant. He was member for Chichester and Clonmell, and 
Poatmaster-General of Ireland. He died without issue in this 
vear 17S0 (Sept. 23), whilst a patent was preparing to create him 
Viscount ClonmelL His nephew and successor became Visconnt 
Gort in 1616. 

BoUi the Sir Thomas Preudergasts were assailed bitterly by 
Swift, who in 1733 called the son ' ' Noisy Tom " and 

ssin, and informer vile." 

* See ToL L, p. 328, u. 9. 



TO WHABTOIf. 123 

matter, the nme night there wu a Ball at the Caatle, 
and Play till four in the morning, this tumult happened 
two days before the newi of Hawke'i Tictoiy got to Ihib- 
lin ; & there waa another some time before, when first it 
waa known that the Brest Fleet had sail'd. warning waa 
given ('from the beet JuMdt in England) ni weeks before 
that time, that there would be a ruing of f&« Paputi in 
Ireland ; & the first person whom the Mob insulted was a 
W Bowl^, a Member always in opposition to the Court, 
but a FTesbyterian. it is strange (but, I am assured, true) 
that the QoTemment have not yet received any account of 
the matter from thence, & all the Irish here are ready to 
fight a Man, that says there has been any riot at all at 
Dublin, the notion, tJiat had poBsess'd the crowd, was, 
that a Union was to be voted between the two nations, 
& they should have no more Parliaments there. 

Prince F: ' has done a strange thing in Germany, we 
hare always studiously avoided doing anything to incur 
the Ban of the Empire, he has now (without waiting for 
commands from hence) detach'd 14000 men, the Flower of 
his flock, to assist the K: of Prussia in Saxony gainst the 
Empress-Queen & the Empire. The old Gentleman ' does 
not know how to d^est it after giving him 2000X a year 
on the Irish Establishment. & 20000^ for the Battle of 
Hinden (not oat of his own pocket ; don't mistake : but 
out of yours under the head of Eitraordinaries). a great 
Fleet is preparing, & an expedition going forward; but 

' Ferdinsjid. Of DoniBe, our wai waa with Ftuice, and direct 
co-operatioD with Frederick against Aturtria, with which we had 
no oeteasible qoarrel, was "a new departure," and it brought at 
]eaet Hanover under the Ban. It is strange that Carlyle, while 
mentioning with a discrepancy in the figures the fact to which 
Gray refers here, does not oomment on ita Bignificance. It was 
after the disaster of Maxen, and the anrrender of Finck. " Fried' 



and drive Dann home. „ 

my right tlank^hile trying it,' said he. Ferdinand magnauinunialy 
sent him the Hereditaiy Prince [of Branswiek] with 12,000, who 
stayed abont two montha " — without, however, in^lriTij; any active 
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nobodj knows whereto: BOin6sa.7lbtttiiioo,(xUieraMitu>rca. 
all thoog^t of a Congress is vanished, since the Empress 
has BheVd herself bo cool to our [ffoposal. 

Mr. Pitt ' (not the Qreat, bnt the little one, m; acquaint- 
BJice) is setting out on his trarels. he goes with m; L' 
Kinnoul * to Lisbon ; then (by Sea still) to Cales, then up 
tiie Quadalqniver to Seville & Cordova, and so perhaps to 
Toledo, hut certainly to Oranada ; and after breathing the 
perfumed air of Andalosia, and contemplating the remains 
of Moorish Magnificence, re-embarlcs at Gibraltar or Malaga, 
and sails to Chenoa. aare an extraordinary good way of 
passing a few winter>months, & better than dr^ging 
through Holland, Germany, & Switzerland, to the same 
place, now we have been contriving to get my L" Str: ' 
(for whose advantage it will be in several respects) to bear 
a part in this expedition, & to-day we have brought it 
about, and they will go in a fortnight : but this is a secret, 
and you must not tell, for fear my Lady * should be frighted 
at BO much Sea. 

The Attorney and Sollic:^ Gteneral (to whom it was 
refer'd) have declared that L^ O: S: * may be tried by a 
Court-Maridal. L^ H": ' has wrote him a letter to inform 
him of this, & demres to know (these are the words) how 
his L** woiUd have them proceed, as there is no gpedfic 
charge against him. I am told, he has answer'd, that he 
cannot pretend to prescribe how a Court, that sits la judge- 
ment upon him, is to proceed against him, that he well 
knows, nothing can justly be aUedged against him ; but 
doubts not from Pr: Ferdinand's treatment of him, that 
there was some charge gainst him, especially as he finds 

' Thomas Pitt of Booonnoek. See vol. 1., p. 366, n. 4. 
' " My Lord Kinnoiil is ffliag to Lisbon to ask pardon for Boe- 
'} beating De la Cine in tlmi Bouse." "" ' '' "- 
0, 'S9, referring to the deatmction of 
J of LacoB. Thomas Hay, 8th Earl ( 
Deeded to the title in 17S8. He died without surviving issue in 
1787. 
' Strathmore. See vol. L, p. 268, n. 2. 
* The dowager Lady Strattunore. 

' Lord George Saekville, in disgrace for his oondaet at Minden. 
' Holdemease. I think this dnby devolved on him as Secretary 
of State tat Hanover. 
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himself di»mias'd from all \i» employmenU. I hear too, 
that (whatever the laTjen have said) the General Officers 
insist, they will not have anjthing; to do with his cause, aa 
he ia no longer of the Army, bo (I suppose) after a little 
bastle the matter will drop. 

Here is a nev farce of Macklin ' the Plajer'B, that 
delights the Town mnch, Lore-a-la-Mode,' a Sean-Jew,* 
an English 0«iitleman-Joclcey,* a Scotch Baronet,' & an 
Irish Officer in the Prussian- Service,' that make love to a 
Merchant's Hiece.^ the Irishman is the Heroe, and the 
happy Man, as he deserves ; for S' Beillchan O'Callaghan 

' According to Boaden, this extracH'diiiary man lived to be 107, 
and, bom in 1690, was at this time close on 70 yeara of age. On 
the 7th of May, 1789, he attiempt«d the part of Shvlock, m which 
be hod long been famone, but his memorv failed him, a fact not 
snrpriaing, if he was really 99 ! In 1754 he had set np an 
ordinary, "the British Inc[nisition," where everyone, at 3 nhlUings 
a head was permitted to call for what liqaor be chose, ajid listen 
to a, lectnre by the ereat actor. The scheme ended in bankmptcy. 
Boaden (" Mem. of Kemble," vol. i., p. 439«3.) gives an int«re8ting 
description of the veteran, whom tie knew well. He was very 
positive and dogmatic,— and, according to George Steevena, Johnson 
said of his conversation that " it was a constant renovation of hope, 
and an onvaried succession of disappioiutment. " Macklin ridicnled 
the Scetch upon the stage a second time in his "Man of the World" 



{first produced in London in 1781, but written some years before), 

.., . .!.. y^ ,, g|^ Fertdnax Maceycophant," a part pbyed by him- 

I very famous ; hut that he was ninety-one whenlte achieved 



this trinmph is a lar« order on onr credulity and we should proh- 
ahly, with Mrs. Indibold, deduct at least ten years from his 
reputed age. 

" It is printed in Mrs. Inchhald's " Collectiou of FarecB," vol. i., 
as performed at Covent-Ciarden. It had perhaps undergone some 
alterations since its first appearance ; at any rate the Inshman is 
named in the printed piece Sir Calla^/haH O BraUaghan. 

^ Mr. MordecaL 

■* Sg^uire Groom. 

' Sir ArchyMacsarcaam, "whose tongne, like the dart of death, 
spores neither sex nor aga" He antioipat«a in this Scott's Sir 
Mnngo Malagrowther, h^ "an insolence of fuuily," and is ex- 
tremely avaricious. Though we are told that ' ' we must not look 
upon his spleen and ill. nature, ae a national but a personal vice," 
the satire has some significance, in view of the iniSuence of Bute 
and his following at this date. 

' At this time so popolar with the English. 

'' Miss Charlotte, niece to Sir Theo^re Goodehild (a sornanifl 
doubtless borrowed from Hogarth). 
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is a modest, braTS, & generous Soldier ; yet with the man- 
oera, the Brogue, & the understaiidiiig, of an Itiehmaa, 
V^ m&kee a new Character, the £j is so pleased with 
the Scotch chunctei (which ia no compliment to that 
nation) that he has sent for a copy of the piece, for it is 
not printed, to read. 

I am sorry to hear, yoa have reason to complain of M' 
Bell,' because be seem'd to have some taste in Clothick, 
and it may not be easy to find such another. It ia for my 
sake, not from your own judgement, that you see the 
affair I mentioned to yoa in so good a light ; I wish, I 
could foresee any such consequences, as you do : but fear, 
it will be the yexj reverse, & bo do others than I. The 
Musgeum goes on as uanal : I have got the Earl of Hunting- 
don' & S' George Bowes'a' letters to Cecil about the 
Bebellion in the North. Heberden has married Miss 
WoUaaton of Charterhoaae square, this week, whom he 
formerly courted, but could not Uien afford to have ; for 
she has (they say) but 2000^ fortune. I have not yet seen 
her. 

Sty best respects to Mrs. Wharton. I am, ever 

Tours, 



' Had tor a t . .._,._ 

the Queen of Scote daring the Rising of the North, 156B. Someof 
the places B,nd persons connected with this moTement had a special 
iatei«et for Gray — Raby Castle, Dnrham, the Swinbnrnes, etc 

' He commanded at Baracastle, hut liad to anrrender it thronrii 
the disaffection of his men. The siege of this place was almost the 
only overt act of war in this abortive rising He was employed to 
punish the insnrgente, and stmng them, says Fronde, " leianrely 
upon the trees in the towns and nllage greens." — Heberdtn. See 
vol. L, p. 180, n, 4. N.B.— It was his son who translated Cicero's 
Letters. 
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CXOnil. To Walpolfi.' 

I aja so charmed with the two specimeaB of Erse poetiy,* 
that I cannot help giving yon w& troable to enquite a 
little ^trther about Uiem, and should wish to see a few 
lines of the ordinal, that I may form some slight ide« of 
the languiue, the measures, and the rhythm. 

Is there anything known of the author or authors, and 
of what antiquity are they supposed to be ? Is there any 
more to be had of equal beauty, or at all approaching to 
it ? I hare been often told that the Poem (»Jled Hardy- 
canute ^ (which I always admired and still admire) was the 



... = .IS yon 

origlnEillT pointed him out as a. likely persoii to be charmed with 
the old Irish poetry yoa sent me. It is Mr. Gray, who is an en- 
thnsiaat abont those poems, and begs me to pat the following 
queries to you ; which I will do in his own words, and I may say 
truly, Poeta iomUtwr." 

° Sient by Dalrymple in January, 1760, to Walpole, whoaeknow- 
led)^ them on Feb. 3. It is a mistake therefore to suppoae that 
the reference is to the printed volume, " Fragments of Ancient 
Poetry collected in the Highlands of Scotland and translated from 
the Uaelic or Erse Langnage " ; this was not pnblished nntil June 
of this year. The poems here spoken of are, I suppose, the samples 
suhnitted to Home (the author of " Doq^Irb ") wheu be met Mac- 
iheiBon at Moffat in '69 ; they were circulated 
LValpoie to Dalrymple (Feb. 3, 60), commends the 



pheiBon at Moffat in '69 ; they were circulated in manuscript. 
Walpoie to Dalrymple (Feb. 3, 60), commends the expression "Son 
of the Ruck " for Echo ; this is now to be found in the poem ci^led 
"The Songs of Selma." 

^ Walter Scott says in his " AntoWography " "The ballad of 
Hardyknute I was eariy master of, to the great annoyance [at 
Sandy-knowe] of tlie worthy clergyman of the parish. Dr. Duncan, 
who had not patience to nave a sober chat interrupted 'bj my 
shouting forth this ditty— and would exclaim ■ One may as well 
speak in the mouth of a cannon as where that child is.' He re- 
cords in a marginiil note on his grandfather's copy of Allan Ramsay's 
" Tea-Table Miscellany " (ed. 1724) that out of it he was taught 
Hardyknute before he could read — " the first poem I ever learnt— 
the last I shall ever foreet." But Scott admitted, in 1731, that it 
was not a veritable old ballad, but " just old euou^," and a noble 
imitation of the best style. According to Percy (" Reliques," 
. vol. ii., b. 1, xvii. Introd. and nn.), the poem was written ay Sir 
John Brace of Kinross, who professed to nave found it " in a vaolt 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



128 ORiiT'S LBTTEBS. 



work of somebody tbat lived a fev years i^go. This I do 
not ftt all believe, tiiougb it has evidentlj been retouched 
in places by some modem hand : but howevei, I am author- 
ised by this report to ask, whether the two Poems in 
qaestion are certainly antique and genuine. I make thia 
enquiry in quality of an antiquary, and am not otherwise 
concerned about it : for, if I were sure that any one now 
living in Scotland had written them to divert himself, and 
laugh at the credulity of the world,' I would undertake a 
journey into the Highlands only for the pleasure of seeing 
him. 



CXCIX. To ihe Bev. James Brown. 

April 17«a 
Dra.b Sik — 

I received the little letter, and the inclosed, which 
was a summons from the insurance office. On Tuesday 
last came a dispatch from Lisbon. It is probable you have 

at Onmfennliiie, written on veUnm, in a fair Gothic character but 
HO much defaced by time, as vod'U End that the teeth part U not 
legible." Thna be wrote to I<ord Biraing (the mam whose son the 
poet ThomBOQ tutored). Bat it Beem« that he goC Lady Wardlaw 
(n^ Halket) "tebe the midwife," as Percy has it, "of his poetry 
and Buppreued the etory of the vault." She in her torn "pre-' 
bNided that she had found this poem written on ehrede of paper 
employed for what is called the bottoraa of clnea. " But ehe did 
not disavow the B.uthorahip ; she rather claimed it, and produced 
inproof the two last Btanzaa which are giren in Percy's "Beliquen." 



" Hardyknnte " a certain complexity of sentiment and expression 
which is qnite modem, and it is certainly odd, aa Scott remarks, 
that a chief with a Norse name should figure as the hero who 
repulses a Norse invasion, 

' If Mocphereon had avowedly acted in thia spirit, it wonld have 
been better for his moral repntation, but the reenlte would have 
been lesa interesting and momentona. " Ossian " would have died 
out after this first experiment ; the eighteenth century with ita 
modest mistmst of its own inspiration, would never have endured 
two epics such as "Fingal" and " Temora " from an acknowledged 
contemporary. The best apolt^y we can nujte for Macpheraon 
and poor Chatterton is that they wrote in an age impatient of itself, 
and only too ready to be convinced that " the old was better." 
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had one from my lord ; ' bat lest yoa ehonld not I will tell 
jon the chief contents of mine. Mr. Fitt * aaya they were 
both dreadfully sick eH the time they were beating about 
the Channel, bat when they came to Plymouth (I find) 
my lord woa bo well, however, that he opened a ball in the 
dockyard with the Master-attendant's danghtor. They set 
Bail from thence on the 28th, and crossed the bay with a 
very smooth sea, came in sight of Cape Finisterre in three 
days' time, and before night saw the mgged monntaLne of 
Qalicia with great delight, and came near the coast of 
Portugal, opposite to Oporto ; but (the wind changing in 
the night) they drove off to the west, and were in a way to 
visit l£e BrazilB. However, on the 7th of this month tiiey 
entered the Tagus. He describes the roclc ' of Lisbon as a 
most romantic and beautiful scene, and all the north bank 
of the river up to the city has (he says) every charm but 
verdure.' The city itself too in that view is very noble,' 

' Lord Kinnonl. See Letter CXCVII. n., and Index. 
' Of Boconnock, Lord Kinuoul's companion (voL i., p. 365, n. 4.) 
' Fielding came to Lisbon ttomethiug less than six years before 
the visit of Grab's acquaintancea, ajid died there Oct. S, 1754. The 
rock, he says *' ih a very high moontajn, on the northem side of ths 
mouth of the Tajo . . w£oh empties itself into the sea about 
four leagues below Lisbon. On a summit of the rock stands a 
hermitage, which is now in the pcsseasion of an Englishman, who 
was formerly master of a vessel trading to Lisbon ; and having 
changed his religion and Ms iiiatiDers, the latter of which, u 
least, were none of the beat, betook himself to tliis place in order 
to do penance for his sins. He is now very old, iwd hath inhabited 
this hermitage for a great nnmber of years, during which he hath 
received some countenance from the royal famOy, and particularly 
from the present queen dowager, whose piety rcdoses no trouble or 
expense by which she may make a proselyte, being osed to say that 
the saving of one soul would repay all the endeavoors of her life." 
(" A Voyage to Lisbon.") 

* "The soil at this seasoD [Angost] exactly resembles an old 
brick-kiln, or a field where the green sward is pared up and set a 
bomins, or rather a smoking, in little heaps to manure the land. 
The sight will, perhaps, of all others, make an Englishman proud 
of, and pleased with, nu own countiy, which in verdnre excels, I 
bdieve, every other country. Another deficiency here is the want 
of large trees, nothing above a shrub being here to be discovered in 
the oiTcnmterenoe of many miles." (Fielding, ib.) 

* "After passing [on the Tagns] aeveral old ooatlea and other 
bnildiugs which had greatly the a^ect of mins, we came to Vm 
castled Bellisle, where we had afiulpnwpectof Lisbon, and were. 
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and Bhows but little of the earthquake. Thia is all as yet. 
My lord is to write next packet.' 

Lord Q. S.* proceeds in his defeDce. People wonder 
at (and some there are that celebrate) his dexterity, hk 
easy eloontion, and unembarrassed manner. He told 
General Cholmondeley,* one of his jnd^es, who was ask- 
ing a witness some qneation, that it was such a qnestim 
a« no gentleman, no man of honour, would put, and it was 
<nie of his misfortunes to have him among his judges; 
apon which some persons behind him gave a loud clap ; 
but I do not find the court either committed or repri- 
manded them. Lord Albemarle^ only contented himsdf 
with saying he was sure that those men could be neithw 

indeed, within tiuee miles of it" {Id. ib.) He tells lu that in the 
ditircli at Bellisle lies "buried Catharine of Aragon," and that 
"close by in a large convent of Geronyinit«a, one of the most 
beantijfnl pUes of building in all PoftngaL" Bnt tjie poor invalid 
'was by no means so enthneiastic as the younget travellera of 1760. 
He Bays: 

"As the hensea, eonvente, chnichea, etc., ue luge, and all 
built with white stone, they look very beantifnl at a dtstajice ; bnt 
as yon au^^ach neater, and find tluan to want every kind (rf oraa- 
ment, all idea of beanty vanishes at once. While I was sorveying 



the iKOBpMt of tMe taiy, whidt bears so little resemUance to any 
other that I have ever Men, a reflection occurred to me that, if a 
Biaa WHS suddenly to be removed from Palmyra hither, and ahoold 
take a view of no other dty, in how glorious a lisht would ib» 
ancient architectnre appear to him ! and what desolation and de- 
struction of arts and sciences would he conclode had hsfipeiied. 
between the several Kras of tiiese cities." — This, it will be noted, 
was befitre the earthquake; and Wood's "Palinyia" had coma 
forthinl783. {Cf. vol L, p. S""^ 
... „.|^,^ ^g^ 

lias jnst hod the pMusal of a most d^doiu Tour which Thomas 
Pitt and Lord Strathmore mode throng Spain and Portugal in 
1760, witli most aconrate dessriptiiHia?' Lord Sttathmore had 
jtnned the party. — From Mitford. 

* Lord C^rge Sackville. 

* This was James Cholmondeley, third eon of the second earl of 
that name. General Cholmondeley had been at Fontenoy (174S) 
and Falkirk (1746). He was at this time jiut fif^-two, am] diad 
without issue in 177S. 

* George Keppel, third earl, bom 172i, aide-de.oamn to die 
Dnka of Cnmbffl'lBnd at Fontenoy, was also at Culloden. and 
bronght the news of the victory to London. H* had sncceedad to 
the thJe at the end of 17H. 
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gentlemen nor men of honour. In the midit of this I do 
not hear any one point made out in his favour; and 
.... whose eTidence bore the hardest upon him, and 
whom he had reflected upon with great warmth and very 
opprobriooB terms, has offered the court (if they had any 
doubt of his veracity) to procure sixteen more witnesses 
who will say the same thing. To be sure nothing in the 
field of Minden could be half ao dreadful as this daily 
baiting be now is exposed to; >o (supposing himacowara) 
he has chosen very m. 

I am not veir sorry your Venetians have abandoned 
yon; no more I believe are you. Mason is vary well, 
flitting M usual for bis picture, and while that is doing 
will not think of TorlEsbire. We heard Delaval' the 
other night play upon the water-glasses, and I was aston- 
ished. N^o instrument that I know has so celestial a tone, t 
I thought it was a chembim in a box. ' 

Adieu, dear sir : remember me to such as remember me ; 
particularly (whether she does or not) to Mrs. Bonfoy.* 

I suppose you know Dr. Boss* has got the living of 
Frome from Lord Weymouth. 

.,p.217, II.3L 

._ ... _. .. ^ipointment ot 

_i the matter <a promotion, is mentioned by Gray b __, 

Deo. 19, 1762.— Ed. " Row was a ftieud ol CoDvers Middleton, 
and anUior of a tract against Markland'a'OlwervatiDUH on Clcero'i 
Epistles to Bmtne,' etc. . . . Lord Htules . . . colls Dr. Heme ' am 
excellent critic to whom another ace will do full credit.' " In my 
co|>v<rfHarklMid'swork, which btJon^ed to Gray, he has written: 
' ' Tnis book is answered in an ingenious way, bnt the irony not 
quite transparent" Ross's tract is entitled, "A dissertalaon, in 
which the Defence of P. Snlls^-ascribed to M. T. Cicero— is dearly 
shown to be spurious after the manner of Mr. MarUand; with 
some remarks on tlic writings of the Ancients never before sns- 
peeted." tiray b said to have given some assistuice to Dr. Rc» 
ID this Answer. — Mitford, 
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CC. To Wharton. 

April 22, 17B0. London. 

DCAB DOOTOB 

I am not aorry to hear, jou are exceeding biisj, 
except aB it has deprived me of the pleasure I should have 
in hearing often from you, & as it haa been occaaion'd by 
A little Texatiou & diBappointment. to find oneself business ' 
(I am persuaded) is the great art of life ; A I am never so 
tui^^, as when I hear m; acqnaintanoe wishing they had 
been bred to some poking pr^ession, or employed in some 
office of drudgery, as if it were pleasanter to be at the com- 
mand of oth^ People, than a,t one's own ; <fc as if they 
could not go, unless they were wound up. yet I know and 
feel, what they mean by this complaint; it proves, that 
some spirit, something of Seniua (more than common) is 
required to teach a Man how to employ himself. I say 
a Man, for Women commonly speaking never feel this dis- 
temper; they hate always something to do; time hangs 
not on their hands (unless they be fine ladies) a variety of 
small inventions & occupationB fill up the void ' & their 
eyes are never open in vain. 

I thank you heartily for the Sow. if you have no oc- 
casion for her, I have ; A; if his h'^ will be so kind as to 
drive her up to Town, will gladly give him 40 shillings and 
the Chitterlings into the bargain. I could repay you with 
the Story of my I^y E*:,' but (I doubt) you know my 
Sow ' already, especiaJIy as you dwell near Baby,' however 

■ " To be employed is to be happy," (Gray to Hurd, Aug. 25. 

' " A mam cannot hem a pocket-handkerchief," said e. lady of 
quality [Lady Frances Bnr^yne] to Johnson one day, " and so he 
rauB msid, and torments his family and friends." The ejipression 
struck him ezoeediagly ; and when one acquaintance new trouble, 
some, and another nnbealthy, be used to qnote Li^y Frances's 
obBeiVation, " that a man cannot hem a pocket-handkerchief." — 
Mrs. Piozzi. 

' I cannot identify this lady. 

* This shows that " the offer of a sow " is only some sorry jest. 



,, p. 171, n. 1 ; ^., p. 224, n. 10, 
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rilTeature: it mivj happen, 70a have not lieard it. Aboat 
two months ago Mr. Creflwick (the D: of ClereUnd'e' 
managing Man) received an anoDTmous letter aa from a 
Ladj, ofEering him (if he would bring about a match be- 
tween her lib his Lord) 3000£ to be paid after marriage out 
of the Estate, if he came into the proposal, a place was 
named, where he might speak with the Party. He carried 
the letter directly to the old Lady Darlington' & they 
agreed, he should go to the place, he did bo, and found 
there a Man, Agent for the lady : but refusing to treat 
with any but Principals, after a little difficulty was con- 
ducted to her in person, and found it was my Xtuty F: 
(S' Ev: F:" fine young Widow), what passed between them, 
I know not : but that very night she was at Lady DarL" 
Assembly (aa she had used to be) and no notice taken, 
the next morning she received a card to say. Lady D: had 
not expected to see her, after wiat had pasted: otherwise 
she would have ordered her Porter not to let her in. the 
whole afEair was immediately told to every body, yet she 
has continued going about to all public places tSte levSe, 
and solemnly denying the whole to ner acquaintance, since 
that I hear she owns it, & says, her Children were unpro- 
vided for, & desires to know, w°^ of her Friends would not 
have done the same? but aa ndther of these ezpedienta 
succeed very well, she has hired a small house, & is goii^ 
into the Gountiy for the summer. 

Here has just been a Duel between the Duke of Bolton 
and Mr. Stuart (a Candidate for the County of Hampshire 
at the late Election) what the quarrel was, I do not know 1 
but they met near Marybone, & the D: in making a pajss 
over-reached himself, fell down, & hurt bis knee. The 
other bid him get up, but he could not. then he bid him 

' The second JOnke of Cleveland ; he was a widower, bavins 
lost in 1742 his ydfe. Lady Henrietta Finch, Buter of the Earl (tf 
Wincheleea ; ' ' hOj" vmtes Walpole, " the poor creature the Duke, 
is acain to let." He died in 1774. 

' The dowager, reliot of Heoty Vane, first Earl, who had died 
in 1758. She was the sister of the Dnke of aeveland, and 
interesled in protectiDe him against deeigning widows. As a 
matter of fact, some of bia fortoae psased to her son. (Walpole to 
Mann, May 15, 1774.) 
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aak bis Ufa, bat lie vould not. so he let Mm aLoBe, and 
that's all. ICr. StSBaxt was eliglitlj wounded.' 

The old Pusdles, that sat on L'' G: SaokriUe (for &ej 
were aU such, but two. Gen: Cholmoadeley,' A L'' Albenau-te) 
have at lawb hammer'd out their se&toDce. he is dedaiied 
diaobedient, and unit for all military oommand. it Ib said, 
that 9 (out of the 16) were for death,* but as two-thirds muat 
be unanimoua, aoiae of them came over to the merdfnl 
gide. I do not affirm the truth of this, what he will do 
with himself, nobody guesses, the poor old Duke* went 
into the country some time ago, & {they saj) can hardly 
bear the sight of anybody, the unembarrass'd oountenance, 
the looks of soreraign contem|pt & superiority, that his L' 
beitow'd on his Accusers durmg the tryal, were the ad' 
miratdoQ of all : but his usual Talents and Art did not 
appear, in short bis cause would not support him. be that 
as it will, everybody blames etymehodtf,' who has been out of 
all temper, & intractable durii^ the whole time. Smith, 
(the Aid-de-Camp, and prindpj Witness for L* G:) had 
no sooner finish'd his evidence, but be was forbid to mount 
guard, & order'd to sell out. The Court & the Criminal went 
hslres in the expence of the short-hand Writer, ho L* Gh 
has already publish'd the Tryal, before the authentic Copy 
appears ; and in it are all the foolish questions, that were 
asked, and the absurditieB of his Judges, you may think 
perhaps that he intenda to go abroad, & hide his head, au 
Dontraire, all the World visits him on his condemnation, 
he says himself, his situation is better, than ever it was.* 

' Id the arm, according to Walpole. (To Montagn, Ap. IS, 
1760.) 

' See on preceding letter to Brown for this and the following 
nama 

' Walpole says the mob was uigry at miaeing his execution. 
(To Mnntagn, May 6, IT60.) 

* The Duke of Dorset, at this time seventy-two years old. 
Lord George Saokville was his third son. 

* George IL " Prince Ferdinand's narrative has proved to set 
out with a heap of hes. There if an old gentieman of the tame 
tamUv who hai spared no indecency to give weit^t to tbem." 
(Wtdpole to Ifann, Mar. 26, '60.) 

' Sterne writes. May, 1760, "Lord George SackviUa was last 
Batnrday at the <^Ta, aome say wi^ great cAvntery — othen, 
with great dejeetian." 
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the Sootch ham all aioag affeoted to taike him Tuder tbcir 
protection; his Wife has been Aaaly walking with Ladjr 
Aoijwita ' (during the tryal) in Leicester-Qai^enB, and L' 
fi" chariot itanda at his door bj the hoar. 

L" Ferrers ' has entertained the Town for three da^s. I 
waa not tiiere, but Mason and Stonhewer were in the D: of 
Ancaater's * gaUny and in the greatest danger (w*^ I beliere 
they do not jet know tbemselTes) for the Oell nndemeath 
them (to w"* the prisoner retires) waa on fire during the 
txyal, & the D: of Aju^: with the Workmen by sawing awaj 
some timbers & other assistance contriTed to put it out 
without anj alarm given to the Oourt : Beveral now recol- 
lect they smelt bumii^ & heard a noise of sawing, but no 
one gnest at the cause. Miss Johnson, Daughter to the 
murttiered Man, appeared bo cool, & gave bo gentie an 
evidence, that at firat sight every one concluded, she was 
bought off : but this oould do him little good, tlie Surgeon 
and his own Servants laid open such a scene of barbarity 
& long-meditated malice, as left no room for his plea of 
Lunacy, nor any thought of pity' in the hearers, the 
oddest thing was this plea of temporuy Luna^, and his 
producing two Brothers of his to prove it, one a Cleigyman * 

' Danghter of the deoeased Frederick, Prince of Wales. Sha 
afterwaMB married Williaa, Bnke of Bnuuwick. 

* Bate's. 

' " What will your Italians say to a peer of Englud, an earl of 
one of tlie best families, tried for murdering bis savant, with the 
utmost dignity and solemnity, and then hanged at the oommon 
place of execution for hif^waymen, and afterwards anatomised t " 
(Wslpole to Mann, May 7, 17ea) Aocording to Walp«de this 
wretch, from whom his wife obtained a sepaiataon I7 sot of 
pAiliament, murdered hia steward for payin(( her fifty ponnds with- 
ont his knowledge. He shot him at tiiree m the anemoon, tried 
to tear off bis bradoges, and worried bim till one next morning, 
when the viodm was carried away to his own boose to die. 
Ferrers waa a man of some ability, but viciomi and maddened by 

* Per^^ne Bertie, a descendsnt of the Baron Willon^l^ 
d'Eiwby who died fighting bravely at EdsehiU. He was3rd Dolce 
of Ancaster, succeedm^ to the title in 17&. 

' " Yon cannot conceive the shock this evidence [of ferodtf] gave 
the court — many of the lords were standing to look at him — at 
once Uiey turned from him with detestation. Walpole, I. e. 

* This was the Bev. Walter Suriey, the foorth son of the Hen. 
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(nupended for Metbodigm bj the B* of Lcmdon) tbe other 
a §ort of Squire,' that goes in the conutrj by the name <yl 
Sagged S Dangeroiu. he manned the cause himself with 
more cleTemesB than any of hia Counsell,' & (when found 
gnihy) asked pardon for his plea, & laid it upon the per< 
soasions of his &iiiily. U" Shirley Qua mother *) ikdy 
Himtin^oD,* & others of the relations were at Court yester- 
day witil a petition for mercy ; but on the h'^ of May he ia 
to be bang'd at Tyburn.* 

The town are reading the E: of PruBBia's poetry,' (Le 

Lanroioe Shirley. The wicked earl (oUo named Lanrouoe), had 
succeeded his uncle, the third Earl Perrers. The sospended 
pareon was grandfather to a Bishop of Sodor and Man, and great- 
grandfather of the professor vi Ecclesiastical History at Oxford, 
who died in 1866. 

' " A wild vagabond," savB Walpole ; who remarks that both 
brgtheni "are almost as ul-Iookiiig men as the eorL" (To 

-__.__ ._ .„ ,„„, . .^._,_ ■^_ '-" —B Robert, the 

y, and became sixth earL 
BOB, WasbiDgtoQ, appean to have been a sailor — (vioe-admiral of 
the Blue) — he sncceedBd (as fifth earl) to the title after the execii- 
tion of Ferrers, hut died without issue. 

* Walpole, on the other hand, savs ; " I had heard that on the 
former afiair in the House of Lotos [the divorce proceedings] he 
had behaved with great shrewdness — no such thing appeared at 
his triaL It is now pretended, that his being forcedby his family 
agtunst his indinatioD to plead madness, prevented his exertins 
his parts — but he has not acted in anytliing as if his family had 
influence over him — conseqneutly hia reverting to much good 
sense leaves the whole inexplicable." (To Mann, May 7, '60.) 

* She was Anne, fourth daughter of Sir Walter Clargee, Bt, 
married to Laurence Shirley. (See n. swpra.) 

* The famous Selina, Conntess of Huntingdon. She was the 
second daughter of Washington Shirley, second Earl Ferreis, tbe 
gnilty maul! uncle, and was therefore a cousin, not, as Walp<de 
calls her, an annt of the cnlprit. "She is the Saint Theresa of 
the Methodists. Judge how violent bigotry must be in sncb mad 
blood 1 Tbe earl, by no means tUsposM t« be a convert, let her 
visit him, and often sent for her, as it was more company ; but he 
grew sick of her, and compluned that she was enough to provoke 
anybody. She made her suAagan, Whitfield, pray Sx and preach 
about him, and that impertinent fellow told his enthnuasts in 
his sermon, that my Lord's heart was st«na" (To Mann, 
May?, '«a) 

* A long account of his execution is given in Walpole's letter of 
May 7, cited above. 

* " Have you seen the works of the philosopher of Sans Sonci, 
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Fhilosopfae sans Sonci) and I bare done, like the town, 
Aey do not seem bo sick of it, as I am. It is all tbe scnm 
of Toltaire and L' Bolingbroke, the Crcvmbe recoda ' of our 
wont Free-thiukera, tose'd up in Cterman-French rhyme.* 
Tristram Shandr ' is still a greater object of admiratdon, 
the Man as well as the Book. One is invited to dinner, 
where he dines, a fortnight beforehand, his portrait is 
dcoie by Beynolde, and now engraving. Dodsley gives 
Qc rather of the man who is no philosopher, and who has more 
Sonci than any man now in Eorope T How contemptible thej Bre I 
Hiserftble poetry ; not a new tiionght, not an old one newly 
expraesed. I eay nothing of the folly of poblishing his aTersion to 
the English, at the very time they are mining themaelvea for 
him ; nor of the greater folly of hie irreligion. The epistle to 
Keith ie puerile and shoolcing. He is not so sensible as Lord 
Ferrers, who did not think such sentimente ought to be pnb- 
liiihed." [This anthority, on his way to Tybnrn, had said : " I 
^waya thought Lord J&lingbroke in tiie wrong to pnhlish Mb 
notions on religion: I will not fall into the same error."] "His 
Hajesty conld not resist the vanity of showing how disengaged he 
can be, even at this time." {Walpole to Mann, May 7, '60.) But 
t^ publication at this time was Frederick's misfortune, not his 
feult. This was the collection for the recovery of which Voltaire 
suffered his historic arrest at Frankfort in 1763. Twelve copies 
had then been printed, of which Voltaire had one, which he was 
oompeUed to Burreoder. In Jannary, 1760, the book was 
maliciously published, but not hy Voltaire, under the title 
" (Euvres du Philoeophe de Sans Sonci," ostoasibly at Potsdam, 
but really at Paris. The object whs, as Carlvle says, to "pnt 
Frederick out with his Uncle of England [at tnis crisis his ally] 
whom it quizzed in passages." In consequeoce Frederick caused 
an edition, professMly the real one, to be published (April 9, 
1700) at BerHn, under the title "Poesies Diversea." It is clear 
both by the dates and Uie title which they quoto, that Gray and 
Wnlpole and the London world had as yet seen only the un- 
anthorized, but very genuine version. Of the epistle to Keith a 
sample will be found in a noto Dec. 10, '60, but Frederick's loath- 
some verses after the battle of Rossbach {1757} for which strange 
Te Devm Carlyle makes a lamentable apology, show of what 
literary atrocities he was capable. 

' Occidit miseros crambe r^etita magistros. — Jav. viL 164. 

But Frederick's trash is often worse than " wanned-np 
cabbage. " 

' On Voltaire's labours to Improve Frederick's German-French, 
■nd his exdamation, " Will he never tire then of sending me his 
dirty linen to washT" see Carlyle's "Frederick," Book XVI., 

* The first two volumes appeared on the 1st of Jannary, 1760. 
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70(kB for ft second edition, A two new Tolmnea not jei 
written ; & to-raomnr will come oat two Tolnmee of 8er^ 
toons * hj liim. Tour friend,* Hr. Hall hu printed two 
Lyric Erostlea,' one to my Consin Shandj on hu coining to 
Town, tiie other to the grown gentlewomen, the Misses ot 
York : they seem to me to be absolnte madness. Uieae am 
the best lines in tbem ; — 

rn tell you a stoiy of EUjali— 

CloM by a Mob of Childien stood, 

Commeatiiig o& his aober mood &c. : 

And baolceo them (tbeir opinionB) like such sort of follca 

With a few stones & a few jokes : 

Till, weary ol their peltmg & tluit prattle. 

He oider'd oat his Bears to battle. 

It was delightfnl fun 

To see them ran 

And eat up the yoimg Cattle. 

The T" Vol of Boffon is come over : do yon chuse to 
haveitP 

Poor lady Cobh&m is at last delirerd from a punfnl 
life, she has given Miss Speed above 30,000^ 

' The senoon on Hebrews xili, 18, "For we trart we have a 
good consdence." which COTporal Trim reads alond in voL ii. of 
"TriatTam Shandy" is fallowed by the indmation (eh^. xrii.) 
that "In case the character of paisoa Yorick, and the sample <a 
Ids sermons, is liked—tbere are now in the possession of the Sr' 
family as many as will make a handsome 
Berrioe — and mach cood may It do it" 
folfiUed. 

' John Hall Stevenaon was owner of Bkelton Castle, In tha 
North Riding of Yorkshire and the Cleveland IMstriet, and not far 
from the month of the Tees, a fairly near nei^bonr ther^tre of 
Wharton's. Sterne, whose living of Sntton was eight miles north 
of York, was nevertheless a constant guest at Skelton CasUe 
nearly f ort^ miles distant 

* WarbortOQ writes to Sterne from Prior Park, June 15 of this 

B)ar : " There are two Odes, as they are called, printed hy 
odsley. Whoever was the author, be appears to he a monster <u 
im[aety and lewdness — yet, such b the msJignl^ of the scrihblen, 
sMue hare jpven tbem to your friend Hall ; — and otiters, which is 
still more mtpossible, to yourself ; though the first Ode has dM 
insdlenoe to place yon bouk in a mean and rtdicnlous light" This 
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M' Blows is vail: I heard from him jeatordaj, tai 
think of TisHang him aoon. Masoii & Stonheww are both 
in Town, A (if they wero here) would send their beat 
oomp:'* to yon ft Mrs. Wh:' with mine, jon see, I haTO 
left no room foe weather : yet I have obaerred the birth of 
the ^ring, w*^ (tho' backward) is veij beantifQl at preaenL 
mind, from this day the Therm': goes to its old plaoe below 
in the yard, & eo pray let its Sister da HC StiUing&eet ' 
(with whom I am grown acquainted) has oonTinced me, it 
onght to do BO. Adiea t 



CCI, To Ifaaon. 

London, June 7, 1760. 

DsAJt M&SOir — 

First and foremost pray take notice of the paper 
on which I am writing to you ; it is the first that ever was 
nmde of silk rags upon the eoooar^ement given by your 
Society of Arts ; and (if this were all the &aits) I think 
yon need not regret yoor two guineas o-year. The colour 
and texture you see ; and besideB I am told it will not 
bum (at least will not flame) like ordinary paper, bo that 
it may be of great use for hanging rooms; it is uncommonly 
tough, and, though very thui, you oheerre, ie not trans- 
parent. Here is another sort of it, intended for the uses 
of drawing. 

Tou have lately had a visit ' where you are that I am 

' BeBJamin StilUngfleet, of whom Boawell sayB ("Life of John- 
BOD," 1781, ffitat 72), that he was the antkor of tracts relating to 
natural history, etc. He ought to be immortal, because he was 
tji« next man, after Adun, to fix indelibly npon woman the stigma 
of a craring for knowtedKe- He osed (see fioewell, I. e.\, to 
wear blna stocking, and ms conversation was fto deli^tful, that 
the ladies in their literary coteties would say, "We can do 
nothing widiont the bitie itoetingi " (BoeweU, I. e., who mentiona, 
d propot, the "Bas Blen" of Hannah More). As early as 1767, 
gtlllingfieet had Kiven up his bine atoekiugH. <8ea Birkbeck Bill's 
edition of Boswell, toL iv., p. 106, n. 2.) Hannah's poem (17U) 
is the anthority for tiie epithet, " baa iuen," which has aetnaUy 
pawed from her into the Frmoh langnage. (Uttr^, t. v., bat luw 
drawn from BoeweU.) 

* Lord HoldemesH, at Aaton. bi Gray's " bodes no good " 
there Inrks the misdiieTDaa anggeetion that Uaaon's hq)es ef 
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ran bodes no good, eapeciaJlj jnat at the time that the 
Dean of Canterbury' and Mr. Blacowe died ; ve attribute 
it to a mifE about the |i;arter, and some other humps and 
gnunpe that he has receired. Alas ! I fear it will never 
do. The Cond^ de Faentes * was much at a loss, and had 
like to have made a quarrel of it, that he bad nobod; but 
the D. of N.* to introdace him ; but Miss Chudleigh * has 
appeased him with a baU. 

I have sent Mubebub ' to Mr. Fraser, scratched here and 
there ; and with it I desired him to inclose a bloody satire,* 
written i^ainst no Iws persons thiui you and me by name. 
I concluded at first it was Mr. Pottinger, because he is 
your friend and my humble servant ; but then I thought 
he hnew the world too well to call us the faToorito minions 
of taste and of fashion, especially as to Odes, for to tbem 

Church preferment are in some way dashed by his patron's dis- 
appointniente. 

^ Dr. Lynch, Dean of Canterbaiy from 1734 t« May 2ff, 1760, 
when he £ed ; succeeded, June 14, W Dr. William Friend, son in 
the third msster of Westminster School. The E«t. Richard 
Blacowe, Canon of Windsor, F.Ii.3., died on I3th May 1760.— 
J^il/ord. 

' The Spanish Ambassador, newly arrived. 

' Dnke of Newcastle. 

* At this time mistress of the Dnke of Kingston. She was one 
of the Maids of Hononr to the Dowager Princess of Wales, and 
though privately married, as early as 1744, to the Hon. Ai^nstns 
John Herv^, afterwards third Earl of Bristol, she roamed, in 
1769, the Dnke of KiuKston, and was convicted of bigamy in 
1776. According to Hitford (after Walpole) she was received by 
the royal Familv (trf Geot^ III.) as DnchesB of Kingstoo, thon^ 
the mevions relaticHiB between the conple were pnoUclT knovm. 
Of Hiss Chndle^'a bdl, on the Urth&y (Jnne 4) of the Prince 
ot Wales, aftwrwarda Gecn^ III., an anitudng account is given by 
Walpole to the Earl of Strafford, Jnne 7. 

' Mason's "Monody on tfae Death of Pope," written in 1744, 
and first pablished in 1747. Gray has jost revised it for him, and 
sends it to Eraser, who wonld fnuik it to the antlior. 

' AUnding to two odes, to Obscurity and Oblivion, written by 
G. Colman and R. Lloyd, which appeared in ridicole of him ana 
Hasou. The Ode to Obtcvrily was chiefly directed Bgainst Gray, 
that to Oblivion against Mason. Warbnrton, in a letter to Hurd 
(Let. cxu.), calls them "two miserable boflboo odes," and not 
without reason. Dr. J. Warton says, " The Odes of Gray were 
bnrlesqaed by two men of wit and genius, wfao, however, once said 
to me that th^ reputed of the attempt "—Xit/ord. 
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his ftbnae ia confined. So it is not Secretary Pottinger,' but 
Mr. Colman,* nephew to my Lady Bath, aathor of " The 
Connoisseur," a. member of some [F one] of the inns of coort, 
and a particulaj: acquaintance of Mr. Qairick'B. What 
have 70U done to him ? for I never beard his name before. 
He mates very tolerable f tm with me, where I understand 
him, which is not everywhere, but seems more angrj with 
yon. Lest people should not onderatand the bumonr of 
the thing (which indeed to do they must have our lyTi<usms 
at their fingers' ends), be writes letters in Lloyd's Evening 
Post to tell them who and what it was that he meant, and 
says that it is like to produce a great eombuition in the 
litera^ world ; so if you have any mind to eomhustle aboat 
it veil and good; for me, I am neither so literary nor so 
combuatible. 

I am going into Oxfordshire for a fortnight to a place 
near Henley,* and then to Cambridge, if that owl Fobus * 

' Mr. Riehaid Pottinger, Under-Secretary of State in 1754. — 
Mitfifrd. 

* George Colman the elder. His father hod been Enelish envoy 
at Floranoe ; he himself was bom there. He was edncated at 
WestminHter and Oxford, and called to the bar, but in this year, 
1760, practically deaarted the law for the theatre, and prodncad 
hia first play, " Polly Honey combe," at Drwry Z^aoe. In his 
" CouuoisseuT," bad ap[>eaied as early as 17S6, papera by Cowper 
(then also a Templar), bis Bchoolfellow, his senior by about a year, 
(uid destined (17^) to fall into the tn^c melancholy which gave 
a new bias to his life. In later years Cowper confessed that he 
had shared the opinions of hia early associates respecting the 
poetry (rf Gray— but ho vary nobly recanted them. I have seen 
this prejudice attributed to the rivalry between Eton and Weat- 
niinater ; bnt this will not account for the attack on Mason, who 
waa not Eton-bred. The antipathy is to be traced to a literary 
conservatism, deep-rooted and widely spread. The elder Colman 
ended his days in a lunatic asylum in 1794. 

* Park Place, near Henley, at that time the eeat of General 
Conway and Lady Aileebury. Horace Walpole writes to George 
Montagu (July 4, '60), " My Lady Ailesbnry has been moui 
diverted, and bo will you too. Gray is in their neighbourhood. 
Lady Carlisle says, 'He is extremely like me in his manner.' 
They went as a party to dine on a cold loaf, and passed the day. 
Lady A. protests he never opened his lipe but once, and then 
only said, 'Yea, my lady, I believe go.'" — Frota Mitfard. But 
see on next letter. 

* Lord Holland in a few words drew the obaraoter of the Dake 
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does not hinder me, who taUca of going to fizsle there at 
the commencemest. 

What do you wy to Lord Lyttelton, your old patron,' 
and Mrs. Montagu,* with thdr Beoondhand DialoKneB of the 
Dead P And then there is your friend the little bUck mam ; ' 
he ha« mitten one supplemental dialogue,* but I did not 
read it. 

Do tell me of your health, your doii^, your detdgns, 
and your golden areams, and try to love me a little better 

ol Newcutle {the owl Fobuf) a little befora the latter'i death, and 
not lonKbefore hiaown. " aSi &ntce bad no frlenda, and deserved 
none. He had no rancour, no ill natnr& which I think much to 
bii hononr ; but, thoneh a very good q nalit;, it is only a negative 
one, and be bad abeolntely no one poraon good, either of bis heart 
or head." See Selwyn Correspondence, u. 269.— Jtftt/brrf, 

' If the obliterated name, voL L, p. 280, is rightly explained aa 
"Scroddlea," the old patron there would perhaps be Lyttelton, 
as here. 

> The fashionable " bine," antboress, in ]Te9, of the " Eeeay on 
Shakespeare," in reply to the criticisms of Voltaire. Her col- 
laboration with Lord Lyttelton caused some gossip, as may be 
inferred from a silly story by Walpole to Gieorge Montwi, Nov. 8, 
17H. She waa the widow of Edward Montagu, paa&oa of tbe 
fiiat Eari of Sandwich (Pepya' patron), and Eved till 1800. 
Jtdmeon's aeeonnt of Lyttelton in " Lives of the PoetB"grievoD8ly 
dWleased ber. 

*^Dr. John Brown, antbor of the "Estimate," wrote tbe last 
DialoffDC, that between Periclee and Aristides.-~JVo>n Mitford. 

* Sbs. Montaga'a contribntions were the Dialognea betweoi 
Cadmus and Hercules, between Mercniy and a Modern Fine Lady 
(Idia. Modish) ; and between Plntarcn, Charon, and a Modem 
Bookaeller. The second oi these is really olerer. As for Lyttcl- 
ton'a IHaloiniea,— they are all more or leea Lyttelton, as Landor'a 
Imajnnary Conversations are all more or less Landor. Bnt Landw 
coola ehajacterite to some extent ; Lyttelton baa acarcely any ^ft 
that way ; in power and pictaresqne effect there is of coarse bo 
comparison between tbe two tsusa. Lyttelton's best dialogue ia 
tiiat between an English Doelliat and a North-American Indian ; 
here to charaeteriae was easy. Bnt bia historical peraonara cndy 
tcJk biatory in sections. Ih'. Brown's Dialogne between Perielea 
and Ariatidea does not appear in the collected edition of 1776, 
wMcb contains four more 1^ Lyttelton. In Gray's epithet " sec<H)d- 
hsnd " there is an aliuaioa to the like works of Lncian, F^elon, 



and Fontenelle. Walpoie's opinion of Lyttelton's performance, 
with some account of it, will be found in his letters to Sir David 
' *" "' '[,'80. According to b' 
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Dt^mnpte May 15, and to Mann May 24, '60. According to bbn, 
ttie Petidee cA Lyttelton is Pitt. 
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iu TorbBhire than yon did in Middleeex,— For I am ever 

ecu. To Wharlm^ 

IJxtae 1760] ■ 

DlAB DOCTOK 

I heard yesterday from your old friend Mr, Field, 
tliat M" Wharton had brought you a Son, and as I sin- 
cerely hope this may be some addition to your happiness, 
I heartily congratu&te you both on the occasion, another 
thing 1 rejoice ia is, to know, that you not only grow recon- 
ciled to your scene, but discover beauties round you, that 
once were deformities. I am persuaded the whole matter 1{ 
is to have always something going forward. Happy they, ,; 
that can create a rose-tree, or erect a honey-suckle, that t 
can watch the brood of a Hen, or see a fleet of their own ) 
ducbUngs launch into the water t It is with a sentiment of 
euvy I speak it, who never BhalQ have even a thatch'd roof 
of my own, nor gather a strawberry but in Oovent-Garden. 
I will not believe in the voealiiy of Old-Park till next 
summer, when perhaps I may trust my own ears. 

I remain (hating some few little excursions, that I have 
made) still in Town, though for these three weeks I have 
been going into Oxfordshire ' with Madam Speed ; but her 
affairs, as she says, or her vagaries, as I say, have obliged 
her to alter her mind ten times within that space: no 
wonder, for she has got at least 30,000^ with a house in 
Town, plate, jewels, china, and old-japan infinite, so that 
indeed it would be ridiculous for her to know her own 
mind. I, who know mine, do intend to go to Cambridge, 

' Wharton dates this at the beginning July 1760, and at tbeeud, 
Jnlv 1761. Neither date is correct. Here Gray is " etill iu town " ; 
on Jnne 27th 17S0, he announces to Msson tluit he is golnE into 
Uxfordahire" to-morrow." At the some date " the siege of QoeW 
i« raised." At the data of this letter " We are ia great aJarma 
about Quebec" The year is of conrse '60. 

* Cf . preceding letter. But it is not dear that Qray was bound 
for Park Place — rather for a house somewhere near, sa we might 
infer from Walpole'e letter. 
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but that Owl Fobtis ia going thither to the oonuneaoementi 
BO that I am forced to etaj till hia Nonsense is at an end. 
Chapman ' 7011 see is dead at last, v^ signifies not much, 
I take it, to any body, for his famUj (they eay) are left in 

Ecircamstances. I am neither sorry, nor glad, for M: 
>Tibt) will scarce succeed to his I^bend.* The old 
ture IB down at Aston, where my Lord ' has paid him 
a visit lately, as the Town says, in a mi^, about the garter, 
and other Trumipt, he has met with of late. I beliere, this 
at least is certain, that he has deserted his old attachments,* 
& worships another idol, who receives his incense with a 
good deal of coldness and negligence. 

I can tell you but little of S' Germain. He saw Monsiemr 
D'Affry at the Ha^e, who, in a day or two (on reoeiTxiig 
aConrier from hi8ownGourt)ask'd the State's leavetoappre- 
hend him,' bat he was gone, & arriTod safe in S' Mary Ax, 
where he had lodgings (I fancy) at his old Friend La-Coar's, 
the Jew-Physician, after some days a Messenger took 
charge of him, & he was examined (I believe), before VC Pitt. 
They however dismissed him, but with orders to leave 
England directly, yet I know care was taken, that he 
should be furniBh'd with proper pasHports to go safe through 
Holland to Hamb'rough : V gives some room to believe, 
what many at first imagined, that he was charged with 
some proposal from the fVench Court, he is a likely person 
enough to make them believe at Paris, that he coold 
somehow serve them on such an occasion. 

We are in great alarms about Quebec.* the force in 

' See vol. („ p. ISQ, a. 2. 

» Of Durham. 8eeTOLt,p. 23ft 

* Lord Holdemesse. — Miifird. See preceding Isttei. 

* HoldemeHse had been depeadeat on ths Kewcsstle clique; 
the new idol is, I imagine, either Pibt or Bate. Thia is his Becond 
disappointment abent the Garter; he missed it in 1757 when it was 
given to Lord Waldegrave. 

' Count de St. Gennain, who commanded an army on the Rhine 
of 30,000 men against the Allied forces, conceiving dugoBt at being 
obliged to serve under the Duke de Broglio, who washiB junim in 
the service, relin^nished hia command ; and it is, I conclnde, to 
him that Gray alludea. Count d'Affray was the French Ambassador 
at the Hague. — Aftifcrd. 

' "An account came two days ago that the French on tlie 
march to besiege Quebec, had been attacked by General Mnrray. 
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tlie town was not 3000 Men, sufficient to defend the place 
(naturally strong) t^ainst any attack of the French forces, 
unf umish'd as thej must he for a formal eiege : but by no 
means to meet them in the field. This however is what 
Murray has chose to do. whether from rashness, or deceiTed 
by false intelligence, I can not tell, the retnms of oar 
loss are undoubtedly false, for we have above 100 officers 
killed or taken, all depends upon the arrival of our gar- 
rison from Louisbourg, w"* was daily expected, but even 
that (unless they bring provisions vrith them) may in- 
crease the distr^s, for at the time, when we were told of 
the plenty and cheapness of all things at Quebec, I am 
assured, a piece of fresh meat could not be had for 20 
Guineas. 

K you have seen Stonhewer he has probably told you of 
my old Scotch (or rather Irish) poetry. I am gone mad 
about them, they are said to be translations (literal & in 
prose) from the i^rse-tongue, done by one Macpberson, a 
young Clergyman ' in the High-lands, he means to publish 
a Collection ' he has of these specimens of antiquity, if it 
be antiquity : but what plagues me is, I cannot come at 
any certainty on that head. I was so struck, so exta»ii 
with their infinite beauty, that I writ into Scotland to 
make a thousand enquiries. The letters I have in return 
are ill-wrote, ill-reasoned, unsatisfactory, calculated (one 
would imagine) to deceive one, & yet not cunning enough 
to do it deverly. in short, the whole external evidence 
would make one beheve these fragments (for so he calls 

who ^ into a mistake and a morass, attacked two bodies that 
were joined, when he hoped to come np with one of them before 
the junction, was enclosed, embogged and defeated. By the list of 
officers killed and woanded,Ihelieve there has beenarnefnlslaujghter 
— the place, too, I sappose, will be retaken. The year 1760 is not 
the vear 1769."— Walpols to Hann, June 20, 1760. 

' Macphereon waa not a clergyman ; he was at tliis time osten- 
sibly a candidate for the Preebyteri&n ministry ; bnt he was never 



' The first printed rolnme Walpole acknowledges to Sir David 
Dalrytnple on Jnne 20th. Eren on June 29tb (see at that date to 
Stonehewer) Gray had received nothing but mannscript (and cf. to 
Maaontw/mAng. 71- Thereaderwho will take the trouble to look 
at the letter of Walpole {I. e.) will find that thefrandof an "qfie 
poem " was already m project. 
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them, tho' nothing can he more entire) ' counterf^t : but. 
the internal is so strong on the other side, that I am re- 
solved to believe them genuine, apite of the Devi] & the 
Kirk. It is impoBsiblo to convince me, that tiiej were in- 
vented bj the same Man, that writes me these letters, on 
the other hand it is ^most as hard to suppose, if thej are 
original, that he should be able to translate them so admir- 
ably, 'what can one do ? since Sty went, I have received 
another of a very different & inferior kind (being merely 
descriptive) much more modem than the former (he says) 
yet very old too ; this too in its way is extremely fine. In 
short this Man is the very Demon of Poetry, or he has 
lighted on a treasure hid for ages, tiie Wehih Poets are 
also coming to light : I have seen a Discourse in MS. about 
them (by one M' Evans,' a Clei^yman) with specimens of 
their writings, this is in Latin, and tho' it don't approach 
the other, there are fine scraps among it. 

*- A veiy j-OMt remark. Read the "Songa of Selma," which as 
we have seen (p. 127 n. 2) had already been enbrnitted in MS. to 
Walpole ; nothing could be more complete in structure, vet even 
" Comala," a very complex and dramatic poem indeed, is deicribed 
aa a "fragment" by a recent apologist for Macplierson. It is 
probable that neither of tbeee poems would have seen the light, at 



y rate in their present form, but for the sn^sestion of Gray't 
"xtaid." It is strange that Gray conld read widiout Biupi'' — -' 
it« real aonrce this from the"Songs of Selma" — "I behi 



departed friends. Their gathering in on Lora, as in the days of 
other years. Fingal comes like a watery column of mist t hia 
heroes are around : and see the bards of song, grey-bsired Ullin ; 
statdy Eyno I Alpin with the tuneful voice I the soft complajnt of 
Minona ! How are ye changed, my friends," etc, etc. Mason's 
" Caract*cus " is perhaps a minor sonree of the same inspiration. 

' The "Dissertatio de Bardis," which &ray has seen in MS., 
was probably included in the volnme which Evans published in 
1764, " Specunens of the Poetry of Ancient Welsh Bards," etc, 
from which Gray adapted " The Triumphs of Owen," which he in- 
serted, with the Norae Odes, in place of the Long Story, in the 
eollected edition of bis Poems, 1768 (See Gray's " English Poems," 
xxiv-xzvii and nn. Pitt Press ed.). Though Gray in 1768 refers 
to the printed edition of Evans's book, it is possible that his versions 
from the Welsh were made not long after the date of this letter. 
~ ~ ' "" ' - - . bighshire, 

Eorriribly 

addicted^to strong drink." (Boswell's Johnson, ed. Birfcbeck HUl, 
vol. v., p. 443.) 
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Toil will think I am grovB mighty poetical of a sudden ; 
yon would think bo etill more, if you knew, there was a 
Satyr' printed againet me & Mason jointly, it is call'd 
Two Odea i the one is inBcnbed to Obscuri^ (that is me) 
the other to Oblivion, it tells me what I never heard beftre, 
for (speaking of himself) the Author says, the' he has, 

" Nor the Pride, nor Self-Opimon, 

That poBsesB the happy Pair, 

Each of Taste the fav'rite Minion, 

Praacing thro' the deserts air : 

Yet ahall he mount, with ctaesick honungs graced. 

By help mechanick of equestrian hlock ; 

And art anheedful of the Critick's mock 

Spur his light ContBer o'er the boouds of Taste." 

The writer Is a M* Coleman, who pnblish'd the Oownois- 
eeur, nephew to the late Lady Bath, & a Friend of Qarrick's. 
I believe his Odes sell no more than mine did, for I saw a 
heap of thent lie in a Bookseller's window, who recom- 
mended them to me as a very pretty thing. 

If I did not mention Tristram to you, it was because I 
thought I had done so before. There is much good fun in 
it, & humour sometimes hit & sometimes mist. I agree 
with your opinion of it, & shall see the two future volumes 
with pleasure, have you read his Sermons (with his own 
comic figure at the head of them) ? they are in the style I 
think most proper for the pulpit, and shew a very sb\>ng 
im^nation and a sensible ' heart : but you see him often 

' See for this, sod Sterne's " Triatram," and Sennons, un. (oi 
letter to Mason of Jane 7, tupra. 

' BenaitiTe. Cf, 

" The tetuible wann motion to become 
A kneaded clod " 
Shakespeare, "MeasnTefoTMessnre," iii. i. 120. Cf. Chesterfield 
to his son, April 27, 1769, " if a person is bom of a very aeiinble 
gloomy tem^r, and apt to see things in the worst light, they 
cannot help it. . ." The legitimate meanings of the word at this 
date were aensiliYe, perceptible, or perceptive of something in 
particular. Johnson, in his Dictionary, says that the word has the 
meaning " reasonable," or "of good sense, "only in low conversa- 
tion." Yet Walpole sometimes nses it iu the modem way, and in 
SmoUett, in one and the same passage, it occurs both in a legitimate 
and in the commonest of its nsen now : "Apredilectionfor the land 
of Yesao, which had given sncb temnbU umbrage to all the sensible 
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(tottering on the verge of laughter, & reodj to throw his 
periing in the face dE his audience, now for mj Beason. 

April 10. I observed the Elm potting ont. 

13. That, & the Pear looked Kreen. Therm: at 62. 
13. very fine ; White-Poplar & WUIow put out. 
16. Standard-Pear (shelter'd) in full blcom. 

18. Lime & Horn-beam green. 

19. Swallows flvine. 

30. Th: at 60. 1^ S:W: Sky-Lark, Chaffinch, Thmsh, 

Wren, & EoWn singing. Horee-Cheannt, Wild- 
Bryar, Bramble, and Batlow had spread their leaves. 
Haw-thom & Lilac had fonnea their blossomH. 
Black-thorn, donble-tlowered Peach, & Pears in foil 
bloom ; Double Jonquils, Hracintbs, Anemones, 
single Wall-flowers, & Anricnisa in flower. In tbe 
Gelda, Dog- Violets, Daisies, Dandelion, Bntter-cnps, 
Red-Aicliangel, & Shepherd's Parse. 
21. Almond out of bloom, & spreading ite leaves. 

20. Lilacs Bow'ring. 
Mar 1. Gentianella in flower. 

2. Pear goes off; Apple blooms. Th:at63. W' N:E: stUl 

fair and drr. 

3. Evening & all night hard rain. 

4. Th:atM. W'^NlE:, rwn. 

II. Ven; fine. Wd NiB: Horse-Cheannt in fnll bloom. 
Wallnnt & Vine spread. Lilacs, Pendao Jasmine, 
Tulips, Wall-flowera, Phea«ant-eye, Lilly in the Vall^ 
in flower. In the fields. Furze, Cowslips, Harebells, 
and Cow -Parsnip. 
May 13. Jasmine and Acacia spread, fine weather. 

18. Show'ry. w^high. 

10. Same. Therm; at 56. 

20. Thunder, Rain. . . 54. 

31. Rain, w^ N:E: 52. 
31. Green Peas ISd a Quart 

Jnne I at 78. 

2. Scarlet Strawberries, Dnke-Chenies; hay-making here. 

a wd S:S:E: Therm: at 64 (the highest I ever saw it) it 
was at Noon, since w°k till last week we had hot dry 
weather, now it nuns like mad. Cherries and Slaaw- 
berries in bnshels. 

I believe, there ia no fear of War with Spain.' 

Japanese, who made nM of their own reason" (" Adventnres of 
an Atom " ). 
' The storm, nevertholoss, was already gathering. In 1759 died 
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Loudon, Jnue 27, 1760. 
DxAB Old Soul 

I cajmot figure to myself what jou should 
mean hy my old papers. I sent none; all I can ma^e 
out IB this — when I sent the Mugceus and the Satiie 
home to Mr. Fraser,* my boy carried back the Oowway 
Papers ' to a. house in your street,' ai I remember they 
were dirided into three parcels, on the least of which I 
had written the word " nothing," or " of no consequence." 
It did not consist of above twenty letters at most ; and if 
you find anything about Mr, Bourne's ' affairs, or stewards' 
and servants' letters and bills, it is certainly bo. This was 
carried to Mr. Fraser by miatalce, and sent to Aston ; and 
if this is the case, they may as well be burnt ; but if there 
is a good number, and about afbirs of State (which you 
may smell out), then it is one of the other paix^ls, and I 
am distressed, and must find some method of getting it 
up again. I think I had inscribed the two packets that 
signified anything, one, " Papers of Queen Elizabeth or 

third Family Compact with Prance, the eiiatcnce of which Pitt 
suapecting was urgent for a declaration of war with Spain, and 
resigned when he conld not carry the Ca,binet with him. His snc- 
cesaora were after all forced to carry out his policy, and the war, 
of which, aa we aee from Crray, there was in Jnne 1T60 some inkling, 
broke oat in Jannary 17S2. No doubt the well-known proclivities 
of Charles 111. canaed these early rumonrs. 

' Fraaer (for whom see references in Index) franked much of the 
correapendence between Gray and Mason. 

' See p. ]05, n. 1. Macaulay not«a, December 21, IS49, at Althorp • 
(Lord Spencer's)— " There is here a large collection of pamphleta 
formerly the property of General Conway. The Tolnmes relating 
to William'a reign cannot have been fewer than fourteen or fifteen ; 
the pamphlets, I shonld think, at least a dozen to a volume. 
Many I have, and many are to my knowledge at the Britdeh 
MoBenm. But there were many which I had never Been ; and I 
found abnndant, and us^ol, and pleasing occnpation for five or aiz 
hours." 
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eftrlier," the other, which was a great bimdle, " Papers of 
King Jamea and Charles the Firsl" Pray Heaven it is 
neither of these ; therefore do not be precipitate in burning. 

I do not like your imprOTemento at Aston, it looks so 
like settling ; ' if I come I will set fire to it. Tonr policy 
and your gratitude I approve, and your detenninatioii 
never to quarrel and ever to pray ; but I, that believe it 
want of power, am certainly civiller to a certain persoa 
than you, that call it want of exertion.' I will never believe 
they are dead, thongh I smelt them ; that sort of people ' 
always live to a good old age. I dare swear they are only 
gone to Ireland, and we shall soon hear they are bishops. 

The bells are ringing, the squibs bouncing, the ai^e of 
Quebec * is raised. Swanton got up the river when they 
were bombarding the town. Murray made a sally and 
routed them, and took all their bagga^. This is the sum 
and Bubstance in the vulgar tongue, tor I cannot get the 
Qcuette tilt midnight. Perhaps you * have bad an ettaf^e, 

' Mason palled down the old rectory and built another very 
conunodinna honse, changing the site, eo ae from hie wiudowa to 
commsiiid a beautiful and extensive prospect, bonnded 1^ the 
Derbyshire hills. He also much enlarged and improved the garden, 
planting a small gronp of tnlip-trees at the farther end, near the 
smnmer-hooBe dedicated to Gray. In another site, opposite the 
front door, and seen between some clumps, is a terminus, with the 
head of Milton : on the landing of the staircase, a copy of the Bocca 
Padugli eagle from Strawberry Uill. Since Maaon'a time the 
country ronnd Aston has been mnch more exposed by the woods 
being cnt down, and the beauty of the views from his place in that 
respect injured, — Mitford. 

■ It is dear that Mason repUed to Gray's bantering bint 
(June 7] A propos of the deaths of the Dean of Canterbury and 
Mr. Blaco\Te ; probably he professed that he waa too touch obliged 
to Lord Holdemesse (uie " certain person ") to pnsb his claims to 
promotion. 

' Church dignitaries. 

* See on preceding lett«r. Aeeording'to Walpole (Memoirs 
Georee 11., v. 3, p. 284) the frost had compelled our fleet to redre, 
and me Chevalier de Levis, who succeeded Montcalm, foreetallM 
us by bringing ships np the St. Lawrence before we had a single 
vessel tiiere, " The place must have fallen into the liands of its 
old masters, if on the 9th of May, Lord Colville, with two frigates, 
outsailing tiie British squadron, had not entered the river and 
demolished the French armament." 

' I.e. Lord Holdernesse, who received such couriers as Secretary 
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since I find their cannon are all taken ; and that two days 
after a French fleet, goii^ to their aBBistanoe, was inter- 
cepted and sunk or burnt. 

To-morrow I go into Oxfordshire, and a fortnight hence, 
when old Fobus'a owl's nest ' is a little aired, I go into it 
Adieu, am ever and ever T. Q. 



CCTV. To Bi^ard 8tonehew«r. 

IiOiidoD, June 2t>, 1760. 
Thouoh you have had but a melancholy employment, it is 
worthy of envy, and (I hope) will have all the BueccBs it 
deaerres.' It was the best and most natural method of 
cure, and sach as could not have been administered by 
any but your gentle hand, I thank you for communicating 
to me what must give you ao much satisfaction. 

I too was reading M. D'Alembert,* and (like you) am 

of State, and comiiiimicB.ted aews to Masoo. Walpole writes to 
Conway the day after this, "Last night I went to nee the Holder- 
neases, in Sion-lane [see p. 6, u. 1]. As Gibber says of the Bevoln- 
tion, I met the BaismK <n the Siege ; that b I met nrf Lady in a 

idy ^nily : 

Ne placeat, i 

Hr. Milbank was walking in ovation 1^ himself after the car ; and 
they were going to see the bonfire at the alehouse round the comer. 
The whole procession retnrned with me } and from the oonntess's 
dreaaing-room we Mw a battery fired before the honse, the mob 
crying, " God bless the good sewa 1 "— Theae are all the particnlars 
I Idiow of the siege ; my lord would have ehowed me the joimal, 
bat we amused onraelvee mnch better in going to eat peaches from 
the new Dutch Btoves." 

' When the Univereity, after the Commemoration has passed, is 
aeain qniet, which Gray calls the "nat"ot the Chancellor the 
iSike of Newcastle.— ^itfrt/drrf. 

* Mr, Stonehewer was now «' 
Kahoprio of Durham, attending o 
nwriah. — Maton, 

• " 28th October 1783 D'Alembert died i bom 16th Nov. 1717 " 
— « Fonodling, as ia well-known; Mother a Sister of Cardinal 
Tendn's: Father," accidental, "an Officer in the Artillery,"— 
Cbr^I« ("Frederick the Great," hk. xxL, cha^ ii., n. IS). 

D'Alembert, if not the greatest, us the most pleasant fignre 
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totally disa.ppoiiitod in Ms Elementa.' I could only taste 
a little of the first oourae : it was dry ae e, stick, hard as a 
stone, and cold ad a cucumber. But tjien the letter to Rons- 
Beau ' is like himself ; and tiie " Discourses oa Elocntion," ' 

among tiie Encfclop^istes. His devotion to bie foster-mother, the 

K' zier'a wife, and bis honourable poverty, are fasciiiBtine traite in 
character. An early as 1746 he had won the notice of Frederick 
the Great, bv dedicating to him his "B^fiexioua ear la cause 
g^irale des Vent«," iu Latin lines which leferred to the king's 
triumphs and the peace just cooclnded : 

" Hac ego de ventis, dnm ventomm ocyor alis 
Polantes agit Anstriacos Fredericns et orin, 
Insignis laaro, ramnm praeteudit olivae." 
Bat he refused all tempting offers from BerHn, although he 
visited Frederick, and maintained with him an independent niend- 
ship and correspondence. He was primarily a man of science and 
a mathematician ; it was his association with the Encyclopidie 
which made him take a wider range. 

' "EMmente de Fhilosophie," published in 1759. 
' In the " EncyelopMie " D'Alembert had written the article 
" Genfeve." Therein he had regretted the proscription of comedy at 
Geneva, and had spoken of the Genevan presbyters, noting however, 
rather with praise than censure, their tendency towards Socinianism, 
and moral rather than doctrinal preaching- They were indignant 
and pnblished a protest; and Ronssean, in his character as "Ctloyen 
de Genfeve," wrote a letter te D'Alembert (pub. March £Oth, 1768) 
in which he insista that D'Alembert either could not know the real 
opinions of the pasters, or if he had gathered them in the freedom 
(d private converse, had no right to make tbem public ; and that 
be did them a real disservice by praising them in a fashion of which 
they disapproved, — and which hurt their reputation. The letter 
alao contains Ronssean's famous denunciation of "lesSpaotacIes," 
in general, tragic as well as comic D'Alembert's rep^ is a fine 
blending of respect with gentle irony ; and in remarking on the 
glaring inconsistencies between principle SJid practice in iSiussean, 
he auudpates, without acrimony, a famous paaaige of Voltaire's. 
It is noteworthy that in his defence of his criticism of the pastors, 
he writes aa a Catholic, and insists that they were bat ffiHilljn g 
the prediction of Boaaoet aa to the inevitable tendencies of Pro- 
teatantism. 

* There are, I believe, two, but the only one which I have read 
is that reprinted from tlie " Encyckip^e. Here he distingniahes 
between ttyle and dictitm, closely connectii^ style with the writer 
and hia Hubjeet, aa a personal and variable characteristic ; he points 
ont after Diderot the change of meaning between ditertiu and the 
French ditert, die latter implying not only natural eloqneace. hut . 
a certain elejnnce of expreaaion ; be instsjicee, mainly from Latin 
aonrces, the finer sense of harmony among the andents ;—remarka 

D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



TO RICHARD 8TOKEHEWER. 168 

and on the "Liberty of Muuc,"' are divine. He has 

that Balxae (1604-1604) was the first to ^ve harmony to French 
pr«ee, and illnstratea the fact that Moli^'a proae bharmouioiu 
and abonndB in nncoiiscioiia venie. He combats a criticism of 
Lamotte'a, who, by way of disparaging poetry, had put the opening 
lines of Racine's "Mitbridate" into prose, simply changing the 
order, without altering the words ; he dispatcs the inference that 
the pleBSOre ot verse b nothing bat a conventional prejudice ; the 
harmony, he says, has dinappeaied in the transposition, and 
Racine, if he had written the same passage in prose, would hare 
written it oliierwlse, and with another choice of words. Yet it is 
noteworthy that the worda Itacine actually uses are none of them 
dittmetivtitf poetic ; and the passage may interest us as confirming 
what Gray says to West (April, 1742), that the verse of the French 
—he means as to diction— where the thought or Ima^e does not 
support it, differs in nothins from prose. It is significant that 
CSlembert speaks incidentdly of the great interuU which may 
juBtify action in the orator, " comme autrefois & Athfenes et a 
Some, et queloK^Bii aujtncrd'kui en Angleferre." 

' Rousseau's " Lettre sur la musioue Francaise " had appeared 
in 1763. In this he had sapported the "bonfibns," and the 
" bcraffonistee," members and partisans of the Italian "opera 
bniSa," and declared that the French cotdd have no music, but that 
if ever they did have any, it would be so much the worse for them. 
D'Alembert agrees that uiey haree no mnsic, but rejects the " wild 
and whirling words " with which this sentence ends. The brodwre 
"Do la Libert^ de la Mosiqne," includes a brief sketch of the 
previous history of this controversy. About forty yean before, 
these " boufions " had received their first welcome in France, but 
had been forced to yield to opposition. Nevertheless Monret 
attempted some little in the Itahan style, and in 1733 Ramean 
with his " Hippolyte " proceeded still farther in the same direction ; 
his efibrte cnfminating in "Platte" — "son chef-d'«envre et celni 
de la musique francaise," says D'Alembert; adding, "he gave 
Uie French not the best music of which he was capable, but the 
best we were able to receive." D'Alembert makes a graceful 
reference to the early death of Pergoleei, one of Gray's favourites 
(see vol. i., p. 106, n. 3), especially noting the Seroa Padrana, the 
recitative of whidi he contaasbs favourably with that of the French 
opara, which was as noisy, elaborate and ambitions as the ariat to 
which it oQ^t to form the setting. It is not sarprisinx that Gray 
uplands this criticism, for he has anticipated it m his letten from 
Paris (see especially to West, AprU 12, 1739), and in the French 
letter of his of which Mason qnotee but a fraemeut (see voL L, 
p. 21, n. 2) forestalls the venr language of D'Alembert abont 
this " tintamarre du diable. " Compare we graphic deacriptitHi in 
die "Noavelle H^Ise," which ends: "Ponr les diablee, passe 
encore ; cette mnsique a qnelque chose d'infemal qni ne lenr 
moMdedpas. Anssi lea magiee, lee Evocations, ettontes les fetes du 
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added to his trtuulations from Tacitua ; ' and (what is 
remarkable) though &at anther's manner more nearl/ 
resembles the best French writers of the present age, tbaD 
anything, he totally taiU in the attempt. Is it hu fault, 
or that of the langua^ ? 

I hare received another Scotch packet with a third 
specimen, inferior in kind (because it is merely description), 
but yet full of nature and noble wild imagination. Five 
Bards * pasB the night at the Castle of a Chief (himself a 
principal Bard) ; each goes out in his turn to obeerve the 
face of things, and returns with an extempore picture of 
the changes he has seen; it is an October n^ht (the 
harvest-month of the Highlands). This is the whole plan ; 
yet there is a contrivance, and a preparation of ideas, that 
you would not expecl The oddest ' tiling is, that every 
one of them sees C^hoats (more or leas) . The idea, that 
struck and surprised me most, is the following. One of 
them (describing a storm of wind and rain) says 

"Cheats ride on the tempest to-night : 

Bweet is their voice between the gnsta of wind ; 

Their »ong» are of other teorldtl" 

I Did you never obBerve(wfti2eroc^n9wtndsarept{nn^ loud)* 
/ that pause, as the gust is recollecting itself and risihg 

sabbat, Bont-elles loojoorB ce qa'on admire le plus a I'Op^na 
fiancoia." — (2*» P. L. xxiiL) At a later date Renssean and 
D'Alembert were divided as to the merits of Glack, against whom, 
-perhaps somewhat inconsistently, D'Alembert set himself in 
oppOBitioti. 
' '< Tradnction de qaelqnes morceanx choisis de Tacite." 

* In the poem of *'Cr(»aa"alBa after the victoiy, "iVm bards 
advance, and ring t^ tamB the piaise of Ossion. See Mason's 
noto infia. 

' Bat, as Gray wonid diseorer later, it is the custom of Mao- 
phenon's heroes to see ghosts ; they all do it. E.g., in the poem 
"CathJin of Clntha"—" Finical declining to make a clioice among 
his heroee who were all claiming the command of a certain expedi- 
tion, they retired ' each to hie hill of gfaoels ' to be determined by 
dreuns. The spirit of Trenmor appears to Oeuan. and Oscar" 
iArgvment). In the same poem "Cannal's tribes were a dark 
ridee of waves. The ^ev-hsired bards were like moving foam on 
their face. They kindlea the strife aronnd with their rad-roUlng 
eyes. Nor alone were the dwellen of rocks : a bod of Loda was 
there, a voice m hit own dark kind, to call the ghoate from high." 

* WltoD, " II PenseriMo," 1. las. 
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upon tbe ear in a ebrill aod plaintiTe note, like the swell j 
of an .^lolian barp P I do assure jaa there is nothing in | 
the world so like the voice of & spirit. Thomson had an 
ear sometimes : he was not deaf to this ; and has described 
it gloriously, but given it another different turn, and of more 
horror. I cannot repeat the lines : it is in his " Winter." ' 
There is another very fine picture in one of them. It de- 
Bcribes the breaking of the clouds after the storm, before 
it ia settled into a calm, and when the moon is seen hj 
short intervals. 

" Tha waves ore tnmbliiig on the lake. 

And laah the rocky sides. 

The hoai ii briia-nill in the cove, 

The oars on the rockinc tide. 

Sad sits a maid beneatE a cliff. 

And eyes the rolling stream : 

Her lover promised to come. 

She saw h)s boat (when it was evening) on the lake ; 

Are these hii groan* in the gale f 

Is this his broken boat on the shore?"' 



' There are three places in 
verbal luemoT^— may have hs 

" AIouk the woods, alonfc the moorish fens, 

Sighs tae sad genius of the ermine storm, 

Aiid up amous the loose diejoiutea cliffs, 

And fractured mountains wild, the brawling brook 

And cave presagefnl, send a hollow moan, 

BeBonnding long in listening fancy's ear." 

(11.67-71.) 
Or: 

..." From the shore 
Ate into caverns by the restless wave. 
And forest-nutling monntain, comes a voice 
That solemn-seiuidW bids tlie world prepare." 

(11. 149-152.) 
Or: 

" Then too, they say, throofh all the bnrdened air 
Long groans are heiuil, ahriu sounds, and distant sighs. 
That, nttered by the demon of the night 
Want the devoted wretch of woe and death." 

(IL 191-195.) 
This last is the most likely. 

' The whi^e of this dascnptive mece has been since published In 
a note to a poem entitled "Croma. (See Ossian's " Poems," vol. L, 
p. 360, 8vo.) It is somewhat remarkable that the manuscript, in 
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CCV. To the Rev. James Brown. 

July 176D. 

Dbab Sib 

I gueae vhat the packet is, aod desire you would 
keep it, for I am come back hittier,' aJid hope to be 
witt you on Tuesday night. I shall trouble you to have 
mj bed aired, and to speak about a lodging for my servant ; 
though (if it be not contrary to the etiquette of the college) 
I should rather hope there Blight be some garret vacant 
this summer time, and that he might lie within your walls ; 
but this I leave to your consideration. 

This very night Billy Bobinson ' consummates his good 
fortune ; she has £10,000 in her pocket, and a brother 
unmarried with at least as much more. He is infirm, and 
the first convoy that sails they all three set out together 
for Naples to pass a year or two. I insist upon it he owes 
all this to Mr. Talbot ' in the first place, and in the second 
to me, and have insisted on a couple of thousand pounds 
between us — the least penny — or he is a shabby fellow. 

the banalator's own hand, which I have in my possession, varies 
considerably from the printed copy. Some images are omitted, and 
otiiera added. I will mantion one which is not in the mannscript, 
the ^nril of the mounlam shrieks. In the tragedy of Doaglas, 

Ebhshed at least three years before, I always admired thin fine 
e, the angry ip&it of the vtalershriek'd. — Qnere: DidMr.Home 
take this snblime image from Oasian, or has the traoslator of 
Ossian since borrowed it from Mr. Home ! — Mason. 

Mason has not observed that Maepherson, in the note above- 
mentioned, cites this as an example of extempore compoulions 
" a thousand years later than Ossian." The chief is made to say, 
OS Maepherson prints the poem, "Where ore our chiefs of olaT 
Where oar kings of mighty name? Scarce their moetry tomba 
remain." Among the signs which the second bard notes I find 
" Windows flap. Most of the bards conclude with the same 
burden, "My friends, receive me from the night." One, however, 
more fortunate in his weather, remarks : " Night is settled, calm, 
Une, starry bright with the moon. Beceive me not, my friends, 
for lovely is the night. " 

' I.e., to his lodgings in town. 

' Bee p. 108, n. 4. The lady waa a Miss Kichardson — as we shall 
see (to Mason, Angnet 7). 

' See p. M, n. 3. 
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I ask ptirdon about Madame da Fuentee ' and her twelve 
ladies. I heard it in good company, when first she arrived, 

Eiping hot ; and I sappoae it was rather what people appre- 
ended than what thej experienced. She surely brought 
them over, but I do not find she has carried them about ; 
on the contrary, she calls on my Lady Eerrey * in a morning 
in an nndress, and desires to be withoat ceremony ; and 
the whole tribe, except Madame de Mora ' (the young 
countess), were at Miss Chudleigh's hall * and many other 
places : but of late Dr. Alrea ' (whom nobody ever liked) 

' See to Mason, June 7, 1760, and it. 2. " Mom. de Faent«a 
is a halfpenny print of my Lord Hantiogdon. His wife homely, 
bat eood-natrired and dvil. The Bon does not degenerate from 
Bnch high-born ugliueM ; the daughter-in-law was sick, and has as 
good a set of teeui aa one can hare when one has but two and those 
Black. They seem to have no cnriosity, eit whore they are placed, 
and ask no questions aboat bo strange a country. Indeed, the 
ambassadreBS conld see nothing ; for Dodincton [Bnhb Dodington, 
afterwards Lord Melcombe, who had once been minister in Spain] 
stood before her the whole time [at Mis» Chadleigh's hall, see on 
June 7, /-c] sweating Spanish at her, of which it was evident, by 
her civil nods without answers, she did not understand a ^ 



..kS a fast— bnt being the octave of their yiUe-t^ieu they dared nt. 
even fast plentifully." — Walpole to the Earl of Strafford, June 7, 
1760. 

* She was the Mary Lepell of Pope. To her Voltaire addreraed 
some English venee. Bom 1700: married John Lord Hervey 
1720; died in 1768, aged 07; lived on terms of friendship with 
Horace Walpole. There is an original portrait of her at Lord 
Bristol's, at Ickworth, and I poHsess a beaatifal pencil drawing of 
her by Richardson. An edition of her letters to Mr. Morris was 
pnbUshed by Mr. Croker in 1821.— J^'rom Mii/ord. There is an 
engraving from a ntiniatnie of her formerly at Strawbeny Hill, in 
Conningham's " Walpote's Letters," vol. v., facing p. 130. 

' The daughter -in-law of the Spanish ambassador. 

* On the 4th of June. 

' Probably the Catholic priest attending on the famay. — Milord. 
Walpole writes to Mann (Angnst 1, 1760) : "I will iell you who 
will tnm neither Jew nor Protestant, nay, nor Methodist, which is 
mnch more in fashion than either — Monsieur Fnentes will not ; he 
has given the Virgin Mary (who he fancies hates pnblic places, 
because he has never met her at one, ) his hononr that he never will 

r> to any more. What a charming sort of Spanish Ambassador 1 
wish they always sent us such — the worst they can do, is to bay 
half a dozen converts." The scmples of Foentee were sometimes 
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lias advised them to be disagreeable, and tbey accept of 
no invitatioas. 

Adieu, dear sir; I hope bo soon to be with you, that I 
may spare you the trouble of reading any more. — I am 
ever yours, T. Q-, 

I hear there was a quarrel at the Commons' between 
Dr. Barnard and Dr. Ogden ' — mackerel or turbot. 

respectable. In 1771 he was ambasBador to France, and Walpole 
then wrote of the Dnbairy (to Mann, September 9): "ThiB 
street-walker baa jnat received the bomaee of Europe. The holy 
Nnncio, and every Ambassador but he of Sp^n, have waited on 
her, and brousbt gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Fuentes alone 
would neither DOW the knee to her Qor tothe Chancellor." 

' I suppose this is Doctors' Commons. The Barnard here mo- 
tioned, if Mitford is risht, was Edward Barnard, D.D., at this time 
Head Master of Eton, in which capaci^ he flogged Charles James 
Pox. He became Provost in 1765^ He was a genial and popnlar 
man ; one of tlie learned Bryant's titles to fame is that he rescued 
Baxnard from a watery grave; another that he wrote the inscription 
for luB monument (a seated figure) in the ante-chapel of Eton 
CoUefre. Barnard was liked by the boys, althongh—an the " New 
Bath Guide " has it — 

" He bnrDt all their mfflee and cat off theb qnenee." 
" He was the only man," said Johnson quite serionsly, "that did 
hulice to my good breeding." It liappeued that the other Br, 
Barnard (Thomas), Dean of Derry, afterwards Bishop of Killaloe, 
whom Mitford confases with the Kton Barnard, paid Johnson tiie 
same compliment in irony, in the well-known verses occasioned by 
the lexicographer's rudeness: 

" From him I'll learn to write ; 



Grow, like hmtself, polite. ' 
(See the whole story, ss told by Miss Reynolds, Mnrray's " John- 
BODiana,"p. Witq., or Hill's "Johnsonian Miscellanies," vol. ii, 
p. 262 iq.) It mnet remain a qnestion whether it was the futnre ' 
provost or the fatnre Inshop, or either, who qnarrelled on the 
momentous question of mackerel or turbot ; and I know notliing to 
connect them or Ogden with the "Commons." 

' Doctor Samuel Ogden was Bosweli's favourite divine; "in 
Rowlandson's caricatures of the tour to the Hebrides," says Dr. 
Birkbeck Hill, " he is commonly represented as having his 
sermons in bis hand or pocket" He was of St. John's Cimege, 
Cambridge, and was appomted Woodwardian Professor of Geolo«y 
in 1764. He is mentioned (in connection with the candidature St 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



CCVI. To the Bee. Jamet Brown. 

Satniday, Aaguat 1760. 
. DxAB Sib 

This IB to iafonn jou that I hope to §ee jon 
on Monday night at Cambridge. If Fobue will come, I 
cannot help it. I must go and see somebody during that 
week — no matter where. Praj let Bleek make an uniTersal 
nunm^^ of cobwebs, and massacre all spiders, old and 
young, that live behind window-shntters and books. As 
to airing, I hear Dick Forrester ' has done it Uason is at 
Prior Park, so I can say nothing of him. The stocks fell, 
I believe, in consequence of your prayers, for there was no 
other reamn. Adieu. — 1 am ever yours, T, Q-. 

CCVII. To Mason. 

Aogiut 7, 1760, Pembroke HaiL 
Drab Mxsoir 

Tour packet, beii^ directed to me here, lay 
some days in expectation of my arrival (for I did not 
come till about ten days since) ; so, if the letter indoaed 
to Dr. Zachary Howlet were not delivered so soon as it 
ought to have been, yon mnst not lay the fault to my 
chu^e. 

the Lady Margaret Prafeeuurship of Divinitf ) by Gray in Jannaiy, 
1766. '^I shoold like to rend all that Ogden hu written," stud 
Johnson (1776, aetat. 69). The Sermons on Prayer aie specially 
commended, and a qnotatioD from one of these (simple and 
practical in style) is given in Boewell's " Tour to tiie Hebrides " (see 
references in Hill's " Boawell's Life of Johnson," Index), 

* See voL L, p. 338, n. 6, where for 17fi9 read 1769 ; also ib., 
p. 374 and n. 3. 

' Possibly, as Mitford says, Zaohaty Grey, LL.D. He was the 
editor of Hntler'a "Hndibras" (Cambridge, 1714), and collected 
materials for the life of Thomas Etaker the antiquary. His high 
Tbryism would make Gray dislike him. Yet I think Gray's 
"howleta" par exceUaice are the D.D.'». Mitford, indeed, may 
have a cine, which he has not revealed, to this name. Else! 
should conjectnre that Zachary Brooke, B.D. (on whom see infra, 
to Mason, at the beginning of 176S) is meant. 
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It is a great miafortTme that I dare not present tout 
new seal to the senate in congregation assembled, as llong 
to do. Not only the likenees, bnt the character of the torn 
is so etroi^lj marked, that I should wish it were executed 
in marble, by way of bas-relief, on the pedestal of George 
the Second, which his (Jrace * proposes soon to erect in the 
Theatre. Mr. Brown and I think we discorer b«autiea 
which perhaps the designer never intended. There is a 
brave little mitred Madge ' already on the wing, who is 
flying, as it were, in the face of his parent ; this, we say, 
is Bishop E. : ' then there is a second, with ingratitude m 
its face, though not in its attitude, that will do the same 
as soon as it is fiedged and has the courage; this is 
Bishop T. : a third, that looks mighty modest, and has 
two little ears sprouting, but no mitre yet, we take for 
Dean G. : * the rest are embryos that have nothing dis- 
tinguishing, and only sit and pull for a bit of mouse ; they 
won't be prebends these five ^ys, grace of QoA, and if the 
nest is not taken first. 

Tour friend Dr. Ch; ' died of a looseness : about a week 
before, he eat five large mackerel, full of roe, to his own 
share ; but what gave the finishing stroke was a turbot, 
on Trinity Sunday, of which he left but very little for the 
company. Of the mackerel I have eyewitnesses, so the 
turbot may well find credit He has left, I am tcjd^ 
^15,000 behind him. 

The Erse Fragments have been published fire weeks 

' The Duke of Newcastle. 

* " CluU Buanty an owle, or madge-howUl." — Cotgraroe. 

' Bishopa Edmund Keene and Philip YoDge are meant. — JUilJbrd. 
See Tol. ]., p. IM, □. 3; vol ii,, pp. 34, 36 and nn. From the 
anecdote which Gra7tiella(p. 38), it would seem that " Fohtu" him- 
self estimated the subservience of his creatures at its proper value. 

* Probably Dr. Thomas Green, Dean of Salisbary, wnom Gw 
mentions with sDch disgust to Mason, Jnne, 17ST (voL i., p. 3^ 
and D. ). Mitford presumes that John Green (or Greene) is here 
meant. John Green was made Bbhop of Lincoln in 1761 (died 
in 1779, not 1790 as Mitford states, «upra, voL i., p. 341 n.). 
He was at this date Master of Bene't jConras Christi), Cambridge, 
and I find from Walpole that ha hdd therewith the Deanery of 
Lincoln. 

' Chapman. See vol. i., p. 1B9 and n. 2 ; to Wharton, nipra, 
Jnne, 1760 ; to Qarke (Angnst 12), tn.^ 
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ago in Scotland, thot^b I had them not (by a mistake) 
till last week. Aa jon tell me new things do not soon 
reach yon at Aeton, I inclose what I can ; the rest shall 
follow when yon tell me whether yon have not g ot it 
already. I aend the two which I had before, for Mr. Wood,' 
because he has not the affectation of not admiring. I con- 
tinue to think them genuine, though my reasonB for be- 
lieving the contrary are rather stronger than ever : but I 
will have them antique, for I never knew a Scotchman of 
my own time that could read, much less write, poetry ; and 
such poetry too ! I have one (from Mr. Macpherson) which 
he has not printed: it is mere description, but excellent, 
too, in its kind. If yon are good, and will learn to admire, 
I will transcribe it. Pray send to Sheffield for the last 
Monthly S«vi«W! there is a deal of stuff about us and 
Mr. Colman.* It saya one of us, at least, has always borne 
his faculties meekly.* I leave you to guess which that is : 
I think I know. Tou oaf, you must be meek, must you ? 
and see what yon get by it f 

X thank you for your care of the old papers : * they were 
entirely insignificant, as you suspected. 

Billy BobinHon * has been married n^ear a fortnight to a 
Miss Sichardson (of his own ^e, he says, and not hand- 
some), with XIO.OOO in her pocket; she lived with an 
(unmarried) infirm brother, who (the first convoy that 
sails) sets out with the bride and brid^room in his com- 
pany for Kaplea ; you see it is better to be curate of 
Eiensii^^on than rector of Aston. 

Lord J: C: * called upon me here the other day ; young 
Ponsonby,' his nephew, is to comq this year to the Univer- 



* Colman, one erf the parodists of Gray and Mason, as we bare 
already seen (To Wharton, June '60). Tfaon^ Aston is in the 
Ainstey or connty of the city of York, it wonla seem that Mason 
had to Bend to Sheffield for the literature of the day. 

' This was certainly not Mason. 

* Cf . to Mason, June 27, 1760. 

* See p. 108, n. *, and to Brown, Jnly, 1760, 

' John Cavendish, for whom see vol. i., p. 2M, a. 4. 
' The second Earl of Bessborongh married in 1739 Lady Csrolme 
Cavendish, afster of Lord John. The Ponsonby here spoken of is 
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nty-, and, aa Us Lordahip (ver^ pofltly) thinks that almoat 
ererTthing depends on this cuoic« of a prlTate tutor, be 
desires me to look out for such a thing, bnt withoat 
eng^ing him to anything. Now I am extremely unao 
quainted with the younger part of Cambridge, and conse- 
quently can only enquire of other people, and (what is 
worse) hare nobody now here whose judgment X could 
much rely on. In my own conscience I know no one 
1 should sooner recommend than Onley,* and besides (I 
own) should wish to bring him to this coll^;e ; yet I have 
scruples, first because I am a&aid Onley should not 
answer mr lord's expectations (for what he is by way of 
a scholar I cannot tell), and next because the young man 
(who is high-spirited and nnruly) may cbanoe to be more 
than a match for Mr. B:,* with whom the authority most 
be lodged. I have said I would enquire, and mean (if I 
could) to do so without partiality to any collie: but 
believe, after all, I shall find no better. Now I peroeive 
you have said something to Lord J: already to the same 
purpose, therefore tell me what I shall do in this case. If 
you chance to see his lordship you need not mention it, 
unless he tell you himself what has passed between us. 

Adieu, dear Mason, I am ever yours, 

A Note. — Having made many enquiries about the autben- 
tidtr of these Fraf^ents, I have got a letter from Mr. 
Dand Hume,* the historian, whidi is more satisfactory 

one of the sons b; this marrisge ; but, according to Mitford, he 
died youuK. The only son who was snrviving at the death of the 
father in 1793, was at the date of this letter an infant between two 
and three years old. The mother, save Mitford, died this year, 

nea 

' Charles Onley, elected a fellow of Pembroke College in 17H, 
and vacated in 1763. He took the degree of Twelfth Wrangler in 
1756, —Mitford. In that year he was last of the Wranglers. " The 
family," says Mr. Giesse, " has remiuned fiuthfal to Pembroke to 
this day "(1684). 

' Brown, the "petit bonhommA." 

' This letter is printed entire in the "European Magazine," 
vol. v., p. 327, March, 17S4; it conclndes in this manner; "It 
gives me pleaaare to find that a person of so fine a taste as Hr Gray 
(qiproves of these frsAments, as it mt^ convince as that our fond, 
nees of them is not altogether fomided on natitmal prepoBBSBsion, 
which, however, yon know to be a little strong ; the tnuielatien is 
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thuL anything I have yet met with on that aubject : he 
B»ya, — 

" Certain it U that thew poemg are in ererybody's month 
in the Highlands — have been handed down from father to 
son — and are of an a^ beyond all memory and tradition. 
Adam Smith, the celebrated ' Profeesor in Qlaagow, told 
me that the piper of the Argyleshire militia repeated to 
him all those which Mr. Macpherson has translated, and 
many more of equal beauty. Major Mackay (Lord Bae's 
brother) told me that be remembOTS them perfectly well ; 
as likewise did the Laird of Macfarline (the greatest anti- 
qnarian we have in this oonntn), and who insists strongly 
on the historical truth, as weU as the poetical beauty, (» 

elegant, but I made an objection to the anthor, which I wi«h yon 
would commonicate to Mr Gray, that we may judge of the jnatnesa 
of it, there appeared to me many veraea in hia prose, and all of them 
of the aame neasnre with Mr. Shenatone's fcuuona ballad : 
' Ye ehepherds ao careleaa and free, 
Whose nocks never carelessly roam.' 
Pray aak Mr Gray whether he made the same remark, and 
whether he thinks it a, blsmish." It appeara from this letter that 
MacpheiMHi 6jst ^owed the copies of these MSB. to John Home, the 
poet, at MoSat, in the anturan of 1760, and that he translated them 



it Mr. Home's request. —Mitford. But MitfOid's aooonnt is inexact 
'lerson ne ' ' '" " ■■ 

le posses 
them. He asked Home U he undeiatood Gaelic Home replied in 



IT misleading. Macpherson never showed Home any QtUlie ti 
at Moffat. He saia he possessed them and Home asked to aee 



the negative, "Then how can I show yon them!" aaked Mac- 
pherson. Home said he wonld be contented if Macphereoa would 
tnuislate one of them, that he might form some notion of Gaelic 
poetry. Macpheraon replied that any translation he might make 
would give a very impeneet idea of the original ; hut aner much 
im{N>rtnnity on Home's part, he brought a fragmeut of a poem 
entitled " The Death of Oscar," and a few days later two or tJu«e 



prove ahsolutelv nothing. (SeeBailey Saonders, " Life and Lettera 
of James Macpherson," pp. 67, S8. } 
' Adam Smith's reputotion rested at this time on the " Theory 
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these productioiiB. I could add the Laird and Lady 
Macleod,' with many more that live in different parts of 
the Highlands, very remote from each other, and could 
only he acquainted with what had hecome (in a manner) 
national works. There is a country-soi^eon in Lochaber, 
who has by heart the entire epic poem* mentioned by 
Mr. Macpherson in his Preface, and, as he is old, is perhaps 
the only person living that knows it all, and has nerer 
committed it to writmg. We are in the more haste to 
recover a monument which will certainly be regarded as a 
curiosity in the republic of letters. We have therefore set 
about a subscription of a guinea or two guineas a-piece in 
order to enable Mr. Macpherson to undertake a mission 
into the Highlands to recover this poem and other frag- 
ments of antiquity." 

I foigot to mention ' to you that the names of Fingal, 
Ossian, Oscar, etc., are still given in the Highlands to large 
mastiffs, ae we give to ours the names of Cffisar, Pompey, 
Hector, etc. 

' Thia was, I believe, the grandfather of the young Macleod of 
Skye, who eo hospitably eaterUined Johnson in the course of hia 
tonr to the Hebrides. The young laird came in for a vtry encnm- 
beied domtun. His mother welcomed Johnson, whom she had 
known in London, at Dnnvegan. 

' This is "FinK^," which consiBte of abont 2,000 lines in Engliali 

Srose, and would probably consist of a great many more in the 
aelic original, if any such original existed. It is noteworthy that 
aft«r the appearance of " Fin^"in 1762, Hume, in 1703, changed 
hia mind. He asks Br. Blair, the great supporter of Macpherson, 
for " proof that these poems wStenot forged within these five yea» 
by James Macpherson." In a letter to Gibbon, 1776, he is stall 
more ceJ:tain that Macpherson is Em impostor. Gibbon ("Decline 
and Fan," i., c. 6) had spoken of the "mist that still hangs over 
these Highland traditions ; Home npon this tells him, " You are 
over ana above indnlgent to us in speaking of the matter with 
hesitation." See Dr. B. Hill'e interesting note, Boswell's John- 
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CCVm. To Dt. OltM-lce} 

Pembroke HaU, Angiut 12, 1760. 
Not knowing whether you are jet returned from your sea- 
water, I write at random to you. For me, I am come to 
my resting place, and find it very neceseary, after liviog 
for a month in a house * with three women that laughed 
from morning to night, and would allow nothing to the 
fiuHdnesB of my diaposition. Company and cards at home, 
parties by land and water abroad, and (what they call) 
doing gomething, that is, racketting about from morning to 
night, are occupations, I find, that wear out my spiritB, 
especially in a situation where one might sit still, and be 
alone with pleasure ; for the place was a hill like Clifden,^ 
opening to a very eitensiTe and diversified landscape, with 
the Thames, which is navigable, running at its foot. 

' Physician at Epsom. With this gentleman Mr. Gray com- 
menced an early acquaintance at College. — Maeon. Graywrotat^) 
Wharton from Florence, Mar. 12, 1740; "If my old frieudH, 
Thompson or Clark tall in your way, say I am extremely theirs." 
Dr. Cfarke's wife (Jane) died April ^th, 1767, at the age of thirty- 
one (aa appears from the inscription in the church at Beckenbam, 
Kent) leaving an infant chUd. The verse of the epitaph was 
wrn'ttfln litf- J'irflu fiTirl "anW Kfl ffinnrl rrti 1^ fS9 of Gray B ^* English 



a the company of Miss Speed (who was, we may suppose, 
duly chaperoned), in some honae near. 

. ■ Cliefden (Bucks) on the Thames. In 1740 it belonged to 
Frederick Prince of Wales. Here he gave theatrical ent«rtain- 
menta, and here on the let of Anguat of that year was first sung 
" Knle Britannia " in the " Masque of Alfred," which masque was 
the joint composition of Thomson and Mallet In 1743 Walpole 
(under date Sept. 7 to Mann) relates how one of a troop of 
French players there, whose preaence at that time, jnat after 
Dettingen, gave umbrage, was beat«n by a country fdlow who 
told the Prince that " he -Uioncht to have pleased his Highness in 
beating one of them who had tried to kill hia father, and had 
wounded his 'l»flther." The house which Gray has in mind waa 
burned down in 179S, and "nothing," says Wright, "of ib* 
furniture preserved bnt the tapestry that representea the Duke of 
Marlborough's victories." The more modern fabric was some years 

agott '- -'"^- '^-' ' "'-'--' •■— ■>--■• ' :-i-^i.- 
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I would wish to contmue here (in a very different scene, 
it tnuat be confessed) till Michaelmas ; but I feu: I most 
come to town much sooner. Cambrid^ is a delight of a 
place, now there is nobodj in it I do believe you woold 
fike it, if you knew what it was without inhabitants. It 
is they, I assure you, that get it an ill name and spoil alL 
Onr friend Dr. Chapman * (one of its nnisances) is not ex- 
pected here again in a hurry. He is gone to his graye 
witii five fine mackerel (large and fnll of roe) in his belly. 
He eat them all at one dinner ; but his fate was a tnrbot 
on Trinity Snnday, of which he left little for the company 
besides bones. He had not been hearty all the week ; but 
after this sixth fish he never held op his head more, and 
a violent looseness carried him off. — They say he made a 
ve^ good end. 

Have you seen the Erse Fragments' since they were 
printed? I am more puzzled than ever about their 
antic|nity, though I still incline (against everybody's 
opinion) to believe them old. Those you have aJready 
seen are the best ; though there are some others that are 
excellent too. 

COIX. To Wharton, 

London. Oct; 21. 1760. 
Deas Doctob 

Don't bb afraid of me : I will not come, till yon 
tell me, I may: though I long very much to see yoo. 
I hear, you have let yonr hair grow," & visit none of your 
neighbouring gentry, two (I should think) capital crimes in 

' See to Mown, Aiw- 7, rupra. Gray has evidently a boyish 
pride in this nnseem^ jest, which he repeats to Wharton cm 
Oct. 21. 

' See preceding letter. 

' This year, 17S0, theyear of the aocMsionofGeorge III., marks 
approxinmtely an epodt is the history of tbe wig; for we leain 
from the " Encyclopaedia Britannica,"«.v., that early in this reisn 
" the general fashion of weariog wigs began to wane and gradoany 
died out ; hnt among profewdraal men the practice connnned to 
hold its place, and it was }>y slow degrees that military offieera and 
clei^^ymeD gave np the haWt." We may infer thst Wharton had 
ceased practice as a physiciMi, and was able, after his father's 
death, to neglect convennons that did not suit him. 
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that «oimt;, and indeed is all coantdes. I hear too (A rejoice) 
that von barre recorer'd jonr hearing. I have nothing 
equally important to tell 70U of mjeelf , but that 1 have 
not had the Qout, sinoe I saw jod : jet don't let me brag ; 
the winter is bat jast begun. 

I have pase'd a part of the aommer on a charming hill 
near Henley ' with the Thames mnniiig at my foot ; bat 
in the company of a pack of Women, that wore my spirits, 
tho' not their own. the rest of the season I was at Cam- 
bridge in a duller, A more congenial, situation, did I toll 
you, that our friend Chapman, a week before he died, eat 
five huge mackerel (fat and fuU of roe) at one dinner, v^ 
produced an indigestion : but on Triuity-Sanday he finish'd 
himself with the best part of a lai^ Turbot, w™ he carried 
to his grave, poor Man ! he never held up his head after, 
from Cambridge I am come hither, yet am going into Kent 
for a fortnight, or so. you astonish me in wcmdering, that 
my Lady C: left me nothing, for my part I wonder'd to 
find she had given ma 20^6 for a ring ; as much as she gave 
to several of her own Nieces. The World said before her 
death, that M" Sp: and I had shut onrselves up with hw 
in order to make her Will, & that afterwards we were to 
be married. 

There is a second Edition of the Scotch Fragmente, yet 
very few admire them, & almost all take them for fictions. 
I have a letter from D: Hume,* the Historian, that asserts 
them to be genuine, & cites the names of several People 
(that know both languages) who have heard them current 
in the mouths of Pipers & other illiterate persons in 
various & distant parts of the Highlands, there is a sub- 
scription for M' Macpherson, w"* will enable him to under- 
take a minion among the Mountaineers, & pick up all the 
scattered remnants (^ old poe^. he is certunly an 
admirable Judge ; if his leanied Friends do not pervert or 
over-rule his taste. 

Mason is here in Town, but so dissipated with his duties 
at Sion-Hill,' or his attention to the Beaux Arts, that I see 



« to Chapman, 
n letter to Msboh, Aug. 7, "eo. 
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but little of him. the l&et §priiie (for the first time) 
there was an Exhibition' in a public room of pictores, 
sculptnres, engravings, &c. : sent in by all the Artists in 
imitation of what has been lot^ practised at Paris, among 
the rest there is a M' Sandby,' who excells in Landscape, 
with figures. Views of Buildings, Buins, &c : & has beien 
mnch employed by the Duke,' L* Harcourt,* L" Scar- 
borough,' & others, hitherto he has dealt in wash'd 

' Opened April 2lBt, 1760, at the Booin of the Sodetf of Aria, 
in the Btrand. " As a consequence of their HQCceaB, grew the in- 
corporation of a Society of Artiste in 1766, byaeceBBionfromwhidi 
finally was constitutea the Royal Academy [in December, 176S]. 
For Ute third exhibition Johnson wrote uie preface to the C&ta- 
logne. (Taylor's " Reynolds," vol. L, p. 178, and Boswell'e Johnson, 
edT Hill, vol. i., p. 363.) Johnson wrote from London to Baretn 
at Milan, June lOth, 1781 ; " The Artiste have inatitnted a yearly 
EKhibition of plctoree and statnea, in imitation, as I am told, m 
foreign academies. This year was the second Exhibition. They 
please themselves much with the multitude of spectators, and 
ima^e that the English School will rise in reputation. Reynolds 
is without a rival, and continues to add thousands to thonsajids. 
. . . This Exhibition has filled the beads of the Artist* and lovers 
of art Sitrelj/ life, if it be twt long, u lediout, since we are^orcett 
to call in the agtitlanee q/"«o ntanv tr(fle> to rid tu of our ttme, of 
that time which never can return. 

' Paul (1725-1809), bom at Nottingham ; in 1741 found employ- 
ment in the military drawing department at the Tower of London. 
In 1746 the Duke of Cumberland employed him as draughtsman 
to the snrvey of the Highlands, after the rebellion. In 1762 he 
went to live at Windsor, and is said to have made seventy-six 
drawings of Windsor and Eton. Sir Joseph Banks commissioned 
him to bring out in aquatinta (Ssndby's_/br<) forty -eight drawings 
made during a tour in Wales. The conception of an Academy nir 
Arts was opposed by Hogarth, and Sandby, who favoured it, 
appeared as a rival caricaturist to Hogarth, with some success. 
He was one of the original members of the Royal Academy (1T6S). 
Mitford calls him "the father of the unrivalled English school of 
water-colours," and adds ; " Many of the lirst and earliest speci- 
niens of his pencil which exist, and which I have seen, are st^l in 
the possessian of his family." 1 have seen it stated that his water- 
colours are outlined with the pen. He had an elder brother 
Thomas (1721-1798), appointed deputy ranger of Windsor Park in 
1746, who also became a Royal Academician, and was the first 
profeesor of Architecture to the Academy. 

' Of Cumberland ; see prec. note. 

* See vol. L, p. 266, n. 2. Probably at Nnueham. 

' Probably Ricbain, 4th Eorl. Sandby was perhaps em- 
ph^ed at Lnmley Csstle, co. Durham, whidi I find dewnbed in 
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DmwiDga & Water-Colours, bat has of late oclj praclJBed 
ia oil. lie (& Mason together) have cook'd up a great 
picture of M: Suowdon, in w*" the Bard & Edward the 
first make their appearance ; and this is to be hia Exhibi- 
tiotb-PiUtire tor next jear, but (till then) it is a sort of 
secret. 

The great Expedition ' takes up every body's thoughts. 
there is such a train of artillery on board, as never vtw 
seen before during this war. some talk of Brest, others of 
Bochefort. if the wind (w*' is very high) does not blow 
it away, I do believe, it will succeed, for ^e French seem 
in a miserable way. 

The Duke* is well-recover'd of his paralytick attack,' 
tho' it is still visible in his face, when he speaks, it has 
been occasioned by the long intermission of fais usual 
violent exercises, for he can not ride, or walk much now on 
account of a dropsy confined to a certain part, and not 
dimgerouB in itselt yet he appears at New-Market, but 
in his Ohaiae. 

Mason and M' Brown send their best services. D' 
Heberden* enquires £in(% after you, & has his good 

I, majeBtically aitiiat«d on an eminence, 
moat bsaatifnl & exteurive prospects." "'- 

lo belonged Koche ^ *-' — ' 

ive sketched. See ' 
1772 ; Gray to wWl«n, June 21, 1767. 

* The strong Armament destined for a secret Expedition was 
collected at PortMuoQth ; but after being detwned there the whole 
summer, the design was laid aside. See Smollett's " History of 
England," vol. v., p. 230.—Mit/ord. "Mr. Conway b as preyed 
to command the new Quixotism on foot, and has been refosed ; I 
sing a very comfortable Te Deum for it. Kinsslej, Cranford and 
Keppel are the generals, and Commodore Keppel the admiraL 
The mob ai« sure of being pleased : they will get a conquest, or a 
canrt-martial. . . . Draper has handsomely offered to go on the 
expedition, and KOes."— WaJpole to Montagu, Oct. 14, m Dee. d, 
'60, he writes to Mann : " The Secret Expedition is beating aboat 
off Portsmouth " ; and to the same on the foUowing 2nd of January : 
" The laying aside of the expedition gave universal pleasure ; as 
France Has Bod so much time to be upon its goaid, and the season 
is so far advanced, and so tempestuous." 

* Duke of Cumberland. 
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dinnere as nmaL Adiea. dear &, & present mj compli- 
ments to M™ Wbuton. — I am ever 

Truly Yours 
TGh 



CCX. To the Bev. Jamet Brown. 

South". Row, October 23, ITSa 

Drab Sib 

I am oUiged to yon for your letter, and the bills 
iodoeed, vhich I shall take the first opportiuiity I have to 
satisfy. 

I imagine by this then Lord John is or has been with 
you to settle matters. Mr, Onley ' (from whom I have 
twice heard) consents, though with great diffidence of 
himself, to undertake tjiis task ; but cannot well be there 
himself till about the 13th of KoTember. I would gladly 
hear what your first impreraionB are of the young man, for 
(I must tell you plainly) our Mason, who had seen him at 
Chatsworth, was not greatly edified; but he hopes the 
beat. To-morrow Dr. G-isbome' and I go to dine with 

' See to Mason, Ang. 7, '60. 

' Dr. Thomas Gisbome, in 17H, was elected a Fellow «sd 
Censor of the Collie of Phyricuna ; lie ia also deedgnated Ued. 
Reg. bA Familiani. In 1791 he was Present of the Colkee, 
•ffain in 1794, in 1796, and every sneeeedinK year till 1803, m- 
ctiuive : his name does not appear after 1805. He bad been 
Fellow of .8t. John's CoIIoko, Cunbiidge. Dr. Gisbome was 
known to the present learned President of the College of PhyM- 
rians, irtio remembers having met him at the dinner-table of Sir 
Isaac Pennington, at Cambridge. He was ratiier short and eor- 

Salent. When the Goremment of the day agreed to pnrchaae 
ohn Hnnter's Mnsenm, the offer of being the Ckinservatorfs] < of 
the Collection was made to the Coll^ of FhTsicians, thn/ugk 
Dr. Oisbome, then President of the Cmlege. I^e put the letter 
in his pocket, forgot it, and the offer was never bronght before 
the OMimderation of the Collece. The Goremment snbeeqnently 
made an offer of it to the CoUwB tA Surgeons, and it now forms 
the chief part of their valnable Hnsenm m Lincoln's Inn Fields. 
It was ss£l that the College of Pfaysieians declined to recmve this 
collection, and tiiii has been constontlT repeated. For this onrions 
anecdote, I am indebted to the kindness erf the pieeent learned 
Preddent, Dr. Ayrtou Paris. Dr. GiabMne was called in to 
attend Gray in bis last illness. He died February 24, 1806. See 
"Gent. Mag.," 1806, p. 287.— Jtft^orrf. 
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that reverend gentlemtm (Mason) at Eenrington during 
his waiting. He makes many kind enquiries after yoa, 
but I see yery little of him, he is so taken np with the 
beanz-arta. He has lately etched mj head with bis own 
hand ; ' and his friend Mr. Sajidby, the landscape paint«r, 
is doing a great picture with a view of M. Soowdon, the 
Bard, Edward the First, etc "Sow all this I take for a 
bribe, a sort of hush-money to me, who caught him last 
year aittii^ for Ms own picture, and know that at tlits 
time there is another painter doing one of the scenes in 
E^rida. 

In my way to town I met with the first news of the 
expedition from Sir William Williams,' who makes a part 
of it, and perhaps may lay his fine Vandyck head in the 
dnst. They talk, some of Kochefort, some of Brest, and 
others of Calais. It is sure * the preparations are great, 
but the wind blows violently. 

Here is a second edition of tiie Fr^ments,* with a new 
and fine one added to them. Ton wiU perhaps soon see a 
very serious Elegy' (but this is a secret) on the death of 
my lady Coventry.* Watch for it, 

' Mr. GoBse says : " This hideoiu little work ia ttUl prwerved 
in tlie Haater'B Lodge at Pembroke CoHege ; it has vsiy little 
value even as a porttait." The pencil sketch for it, for which 
Oray sat to Mason, lb engTaved aa the frontispiece to the second 
volume of Mr. Gosse's edition oi Gray's works. 

' Sir William Peere Williams, a baronet, member for Shore- 
ham, captain in Bnrgoyne's drsfoons — a regiment Taised in 1TS9— 
now the ISth Lancers. His oeath b annoanced by Walpole to 
Montagn, May S, 1761: "shot very nnneceesarlly, riding too 
near a battery," at Belle-lle (off the coast of Mortrihan, almort dne 
Boath of Qniberon, and west of the month of the Loire). Mitford 
qnotes a statement that his death was dne to the recklessness of 
a desponding mind, and it is certain that hie aflairawere embar- 
rsfised. His yonnger brother was " Gilly " Williams, the friend (rf 
George Selwyn, depicted with him and " Dick " Ed^cnmbe in the 
" Conversation " piece by Reynolds, now in the National Portrait 
G^lery. Of Gray's epitaph on him we shall hear further. See 
notes on Poem XX in Pitt Press edit of Gray's English Poems. 

' A fashionable Qallidam at this date. 

* OssiaD, see p. 161, etc 

' Mason's. 

" See vol. i,, p. 2S8, n. 8. On Ai^st lat Walpole wrote to 
Mann ; " My Lady Coventiy is still altve, sometimeB at the point 
of death, sometimes lecovenng. They fixed the epring : now the 
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If I had been ftware Mr. Mftpletoft' vas in town I 
should liave retamed him the two guineas I have of his. 
Neither Osbom nor Bathurst [?] know when the boob will 
come out. I will therefore pay it to any one he pleases. 

Adieu, dear sir, I am ever yours, T. G. 

I did not mean to carry away your paper of the two 
pictures at Were Park ; ' but I find I have got it here. 



' See vol. 1, p. 3M, n. 0. Mitford notes that his place in tiie 
Mathematical Tripoa was next to (Beilby) Porteos (of Christ's, 
Bishop of London, 1787-1809). The two gnineaHwere no doubt for 
the purchase of a work destined to be pnt in the market bj 
Osbome and other booksellers, "Bathurst" I suspect to be a 
mistake of Mitford's, perhaps throi^h some contraction of Gray's, 
for "Bathoe," a bookeetler who lived, Wright tells ns, near 
Exeter 'Chan™, in the Strand, and died in 1768. He was Wal- 
pole's bookseller (see Walpole to Batrjmple, Janr 31, '64) ; and it 
IS possible that the work Mapletoft wanted to secure is the 
"Anecdotes of Fainting." Walpolehad began to put two volumes 
in the press at Strawb^y Hill before the end of November, 1760, 
but was hesitating whether he should not defer publication until 
the whole book was complete, and even the two volumes did not 
appear till 1762. Gray displayed (to Walpole) an interest in it in 
November, 1780. " It has warmed Gray s coldness," writes Wal- 
pole to Moatagne (November 24th), "so mnch diat he is violent 
aboat it"; but onr poet was very secretive about his relaliona 
with Strawberry HilL I ought to add that the Lncan which t^e 

nger Bentley (sneceeded by Cumberland), edited with his 

lous father's notes, appearea, after long delay, i "" " ' ' 
"' ' * ■ "■ ■ yHillPrest 

•iiuo ^lun,, uDu uciuuiu. — juit/uiu. •Tuc Park is de- 
scribed by Mr. H. W. Tompkins (1002) as a noble Italian honse, 
"bosomed high in tufted trees." The £rmin Street passes 
through the Park. It was anciently the property of the Pan- 
shawes, who <and especial^ Sir H. Fanshawe, temp. Bliz.) were 
Great in gardening. In 1668 the manor was sold to the Byde 
laniily, and the owner in 1760 vras probaUy Thomas Plnmer Byde. 
The British Hnsenm (Large Sooro, G. 28a 15) has a small book 
undated which apparently came from the Stowe sale. '"' ■" " ^ 



eceeded by 

-. appeared, a_ -^, 

than Christmss, 1760, from the Strawberry Hill Press ; and there- 



Catalosne of Antiquities, etc.," and has Uie Advertisement, 
" This Catalogue was ori^nally drawn np on the blank pages of 
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CCXI. To the Bev. James Brown. 

October 2E, 1760. 

Deab StB 

You will wonder at another letter so soon ; it ia 
only to tell you what you will probably hear before this 
letter reaches you. 

The £jsg is dead.' He rose this morning abont six 
(his usual early hour) in perfect health, and had bis 
chocolate between seven and eight. An unaccountable 
noise wae heard in his chamber ; they ran in, and found 
him lying on the floor. He was directly bled, and a few 
dr^s came from him, but he instantly expired. 

^Hiis event happens at an unlucky time, but (I should 
think) will make little alteration in pubhc measures. 

I am rather glad of the alteration with regard to 
Chambers, for a reason which you will guess at. 

My service to Pa.' I will write to lum soon, and long 
to see his manuscripts, and blue books, and precipices. 
Adieu. — I am yours, T. Q. 

COXII. To the Bev. James Brown. 

London, Nov: 8, 1760. 
DsAA Sib 

Ton will excuse me if I write you a little news in 
this buB^ time, tho' I have nothing else to write the ladies 
are rejoiced to hear they may probably have a marriage 
before the Coronation, which wUl restore to that pomp all 
the beauties it would otherwise have lost. I hear (but this 

Kitchin's English Atlas, by a person of too mnch eminence to be 
mentioned on so slirht an occaBion." In the margin is written 
" Mr. Gray." The Advertisement is qaite in the miuiner of Hurd 
(see voL L, p. 333, n. 2) whom I BUspect to have made it. In this 
list under "Hartfordshire" ia " 2. Ware Park (M' Byde's) N.N.E. of 
Hartford. " Of the pictures mentioned above I can find no trace. 
(I owe the details here to Mr. H. E. Davis.) 

' Compare Walpole's cynical acconnt of the event (to Montago, 
Oct. 26). 

' Palgrave; in aJln^on to the mauoacript diaries kept during 
his travels. — MUJord. See p. 49 and n. 1, «upra. 
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is &Kb sigiUo) no very extniordinaiy accoant of the . . .' 
IC Mason * walks in the same prooeedon, and, as yon 
possiblj may see him the next day, he will g:iTe you the 
best account of it. yon have heard, I sup^kose, that there 
are two wills (not duplicates).' he had g:iTen to the D: 
all his jewels,* bat at the last going to H:' had taken 
with him all the best of them, and made them Crown 
Jewels, so that they come to the Successor. He had also 
given the D: three Millions of Bix.Dollars in money, bat 
ID the last will (made since the affair at Gloater-Seven), 
after an apol<^3r to him, as the best Son, that ever lived, 
and one that haa neiter offended Mm, declares that the 
expenses of the war have consumed all this money, he 
gives him (and had before done so by a deed of gift) all 
his mortgages in Qermany, valued at 1?0,000£ ; ' bat the 
French are in possession of part of these lands, and the 
rest are dovouied by the war. He gives to F** Emily, and 

' A whole paesa^ is erased. If the words " Princess of Saxe- 
Gotha," whidi Mltford and Mr. Gosse print without question, 
are there, they must, I think, have been discovered onder the 
obliteration. The only Princess of Baze-Gotha who figures oon- 
sittouooBly at this time is the Princesa Dowager, mother of the 
young kmg. Walpole writes to Montagu, Nov. 24, '60: "Sedi- 
tious papers are again aet np : one t'other day in Westminster 
Hall declared i^funst a Saxe-Gothan Princess." Wsa this merely 
an attack on the Princess Dowager, or a protest also against 
anotiter alliance, more or less apprehended, wilb the same house T 
Walpole writes, Dec. 6, '60 : " Of a Queen the talk is dropped." 
It was soon, of course, to he^ again. 

' Mason, as one of the Rc^sl Chaplains. The r ef e i 'cace is to 



where her father's wUl was deposited. ^. 

been entrusted to her eight or nme yesis before ; bnt thinkug the 
King had forgotten it, she had lately pnt liin) in mind of it. He 
had replied, rDid not she know, that when a new will was made, 
it cancelled all preceding? ' No curiosity, no ec^femees, no haste 
was expressed by the new King on that head ; nor the smallest 
impediment thrown in the way of his gruidfatber's intentionB." 
(Walpole, " Memoirs of George III.," voL iiL, chap L) 

* Cf. Walpole to Montague, Nov. 4. '60. 

' Walpole, I.C., says £180,000. "A pretty strong eomment on 
the affair of Closter-Seven t " he exclaims, in reference to the 
acknowledgement that the Dnke "was the best son that ever 
lived and had never offmded him." On the hnsiness of Ctoster- 
Seven, see voL L, pp. 370, n. 2 ; «6., 342, n. 2. 
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Maij, about 37,OOOX ' between them, the SurriTor to 
take the whole I have beaxd, that the D: was to have a 
third of this, but has given up his share to his Sisters, to 
Lad; T: ' a box, which is said to have in it 10fiOO£ ' in 
not^ The K: is residuary Legatee ; what that amounts 
to, no one will know ; and consequ^itly it must remain a 
doubt, whether he died rich or poor : ' I incline to believe 
rather the latter," I mean in comparison of what was 
expected. 

The Bishop ' is the most assiduous of Courtiers, stand- 

' Walpole says £S0,000. 

' Yarmontli, — Madame de Walmoden. See vol. i., p. 12, n. 1. 

' Wftlpole Bays £11,000. 

* "King George the Second ia dead richer than Sir Hobert 
Brown, though perhaps not bo rich «a my Lord Hardwicke " (Wal- 

elfij I.e.). [Sir Robert Brown had formerly been a merchant and 
ituh Conaal at Venice. Hia wife was the Lady Brown whose 
name served aa an excuse for the visit to Gray which gave rise to 
the " Long Story,"— and her " Sunday Nights " were, aaya Wal- 

Sle, "the great mart for all tr&velung and traveUed calves." 
e note on "Long Story" in Pitt Press edit, of Gray's Poems. 
The Baronet died October 5th, ITSO, and Walpole writes to Mon- 
taga, October 2£>th; " Sir Robert Brown has left eveTythine to 
my Lady — aye, everything I believe — his very avarice." Lord 
Hardwicke, Philip Yorke the celebrated Chancellor, did not die 
nntil 1764. He accnmnlated a large fortone.] 

' Bnt Walpole aaya (to MontagD, Nov. 1): "I cannot believe 
in this apparent poverty. It is pretended that the present war 
exhaosted all hia [George II. 's] savings ; 1 waa going to aay credat 
Jndaeua — but a Jew is the laat man alive who would believe ao." 

' The name of the bishop is erased in the MS., bat Seeker is 
meant. — Mitford. Walpole tells the aame story, nttnu« the re- 
mark to the Spanish j^^bassador. He has a prejadloe against 
Seeker, which he aeema to have impartod to Gray. Seeker only 
became Archbishop in 1T5S ; having tteen previously (1736) Bishop 
of Bristol and (1737) pi Oxford. But he was the bishop to Wal- 
pole, who held him in aversion, called him Jeeuitical, — a man- 
midwife, etc, sneered at him aa a promoter of inflnential mar- 
riagea, aa originally a diasenter, and as president of a freethinking 
clnb. There seems to have been no ground for the laat impnta- 
tion ; it may have been due to Seck^s friendship with Knndd, 
hia achoolfellow, who was anspected that way: — Pope, it will be 
lemembered, connects the namea in mild panegyric in 173S; 
" Ev'n in a bishop I can sot deaert: 
Seeker is decent, Rundel has a heart." 

I Johnson had a atrong pi 
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ing for erer upright in the midst of » thoasand L&dies. 
the other day he trod on the toes of the D: * who tamed 
to him (for he made oo sort of excuse), &nd aadd ^oad. If 
joor G: is 80 eager to make jour oourt, that is the vaj 
(pointing towards the Eing) and then to the Ckiunt de 
Fuentes,' Tou see priests are the same in this country as 
in TOurs. 

M^ E: Finch * (your BepresentatiTe) has got the place 
that S^ H: E: (my friend) had. Surveyor (I think) of the 
Roads, «*'' is about 600j£ a-yeax. what then (you will 
ask) has become of my Friend P oh, he is a vast Farourite, 
is restored to his Begiment, and made Groom of the Bed- 
Ohamber. I have not been to see him yet, and am half 
afraid, for I hear he has a Levee, pray, don't telL 

L' J: C: * is fix'd to come at bu time in spite of the 
World. I hear within the year, you may expect a vidt 
from his Majesty in person. 



was no donbt bAcauite the biahop was a, favourite at the court ot 
Georee II.; otherwise Seeker, who once belonged, as Dean, to 
" high St. Panl's," as Pope calls it, would have pleased him. The 
same reason is at the bottom of Horace WalpoWe hostility ; there 
oould have been no gna.t aftection between his father and the 
bishop. Seeker atfirstintended to piacticemedicine (hence inpart 
Wal^le'e aneei about the "man-midu>ift")i be was educated, aa 
was Bnndel, at the dissenting academy of Jones (at Gloncestsr, 
aft«rwards at Tewkesbury)— a school which produced also Nath- 
aniel Lardnei; and, above aU, Butler of the "Analof!y," whofcrand 
in iiis schoolmate Seeker a constant friend and advocate. 

' Duke of Cumberland. 

" Grace. Gray therefore only wrote " Bishop " from habit. 



,1-1 and B, twira. 
* Mr. Finch was Member for Cambridge [University], and bis 
■redeoesaor as surveyor of the king's roads was .Sir Benry Erikine. 
* ■"■"• Sir Henry Erskine who made the unsuccessful application 



to Lord Bate for the place of Professor of Modem Languases [and 

History] in favour of Gray in 1762.— Mi(/orrf. The Hon. Edward 
Finch, fifth son of Daniel, sixth Earl of Winchilsea, and second 



Earl of Nottingham, was ^ther of the ninth Elarl of Winchilsea. 
He took the name of Finch-Hatton, as heir to Mr mother's brother. 
Viscount Hatton. He and tiis two brothers, Danid and William, 
were called, says Walpole, " the dark funereal Finches " by Sir C. 
Hanbnry Williams, on account of the blaclcnesR of their com- 
plexions. Edward died in 1771. 
* John Cavendish. See vol. i., p. 264, n. 4. 
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When the D: of Dat: ' introduced my L' Mayor,' he 
desired his Grace wonld be so kind to tell him, w"* wag 
my Lord Boot ? this must not be told at all, nor anything 
else as from me.' Adieu ! 



CCXIII. Mason to Gray. 

Aston, Moi 
I>KU( Mr. Gr*.t, 



I send you the Elegy;' you will find I have 
all the things you marked, and some perhaps I 
have improved. Mr. Wood * thinks the conclusion equal 



enough to the rest, therefore 1 have ventured to send a 
copy to Lord Holdemesse; but I hope to have your 
scratches upon that part also soon. I wish yon would let 
your servant take a copy aad send it to Mr. Brown, to 
whom I talked about it. When I was at Cambridge I 
saw a great deal of Onley,' and am very sanguine in 
my hopes that his pupilage will not turn out Ul. Dr. 
Acton ' came down whUe I was there, and entertained ns 

' FoQrth Duke of DeTonahire, brother of Lord John. He was 
Lord Chajuberlain. 

' The common pronnncisition of the Londoners encouraged the 
popular jeat of the |>ettico&t and boot. See vol. i., p. 306, n. 3. 

' Gray, aboDt this time, is beginnins to look forward to the 
Professorship (cf. supra, p. 114 and n. 1], and this is one reason 
why he mu^ not M supposed to be circulating at Cambridge 
pohtical jeete, especially upon the favonrile. 

' " On the Death of a Lady " (Lady Coventry). 

' Gray's first notes on this poem have not been preserved, for 
it is certain that those hitherto printed with the letter to Mason 
of January, 175S, were made in anticipation of tbe first collected 
edition of Mason's Ele^es. 

' Robert (Palmyra) Wood. Sea vol. i, p. 349, a. 4; vol u., 
p. 17, a. 3. 

^ See letters of Aug. 7 and Oct 23, '60, supra. 

' Nathaniel Acton was admitted a Fellow Commoner of Pem- 
broke in 1743 ; he might be revisiting his old cotl^ ; and a 
Thomas Acton was elected Fellow in 1766, who vacatedin 1763.— 
Mitford. There was also livins at thia time John Acton, Doctor 
of Divinitjj, youn^ brother or Sir Whitmore Acton. Sir Whit- 
more marriea a Gibbon, of the line of the historian (see Gibbon's 
"Autobiography"); from a collateral branch of this Act<Hi line 
(which terminated 1791) was descended Lord Acton, one of Gray's 
'n the Chair of History at Cambridge, who died in 190Q. 
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much irith bis beaver uid camblet snrtout. I>o write to 
me soon, tsti promise yomvelf tbat I will be ns regul&r a 
correspondent for the future as I have alwajs been. 

Your sincere friend, 
W. Masob. 

CCXIV. To Ma$<m.. 

London, at Mr. JauDcey'e, not Jeuonr's, 
December 10, 1760. 
Deas Masoh 

It is not good to give copies of a thing before 
you have given it the last hand.' n you would send it to 
Lord H: ' you might have spared that to Lady M: C: ; ' 

' Th« Elegy on Lady Coventry.— Jfifftrrf. 

' Holdemeaae. 

' Lady Mary Coke, fourth daughter of John Duke of Argyll, 
married Edward Viscomit Coke 1717, heir-apparent of Thomaa 
Earl of Leicester, who died in his father's lifetime. Walpole 
wiitee ; " I have regard and esteem for her good qualities, whidi 
are many, but I donbt her geoius will never suffer her to be quite 
bEmpy," etc. She lived at Netting Hill, and died at a great age 
in 1811. — Mitford. She was ill-treated by her husband, much to 
the indignation of the Scotch, and swore the peace against him 
(Walpole to Hann, Nov. 17, '49). The husband died in 1763. 
Walpole amnaes himself with chronicling to his correspondente 
Lady Mary's aire and gracea and ambitions aa a " dainty widow " 
— and was himself chaAed Iry Prince Edward and others apon his 
supposed intention to marry her. She, however, believed heraelf 
in love with this prince (Dnke of York and brother of Goorge III.) 
and now and then, as if she was really his consort, signed her name 
(so Walpole says) as a royal personage, and when he died in 1T67 
wore widow's weeds for a while, a second time. Walpole seems 
to have had a gennine liking for her for a long time ; he addressed 
to her complimentary verses, dedicated to her the second edition of 
the "Castle of Otranto," and tried to laugh her ont of her eccentrici- 
ties, whichhadatonchof madness in them, andmade her notorious 
both in England and on her foreign travels. He grows more 
malidons about her as time goes on : in 1778, with a shockinK 
pan on her name and liability to crack, she is ' ' Marie k la Coqae. 
— Ed. Two volnmes of her " Letters and Journals," with an 
excellent introdnotion by Lady Louisa Stuart, were printed pri- 
vately at EdinhnrBh in 1889 from M8S. in the possession of the 
Earl of Home. A third volume, which indndes a number of 
epistles addressed to her by Walpole, found anions the papers of 
the late Mr. Dnunmond Moray of Abercoimy, was issued in 1S92. 
— Mr. Attttin Dobton. 
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they liave both shewed it to particular friends, and so it 
is half published before it is finished. I b^^in ^ain from 
the beginning ; — 

" Ah, mark," ia rather languid. I would read " Heard 
ye." ' 

V. 8. I read, " and now with rising knell," to avoid two 
" the's." ' 

V. 10. I read, " since now that bloom," &c' 

V. 11, 12, are altered for the better, and so ore the i 
following ; but for " liquid Ugbtning," Lord J. Cavendish j 
says there ie a dram which goes by that name ; and T. G-. { 
adds, that the words are stolen from a sonnet of the late | 
Prinoe of Wales. What if we read " liquid radiance," j 
and change the word " radiant " soon after. 

"V. 18, Bead, " that o'er her form," Ac.' 

V. 23. "Cease, cease, luxuriant muse-"* Though 

' "... hark, the beU 

Of Death beats slow ! Heard ye the note profoand ? " 

(Prexenttext.) 
'' " It panses now ; and now vnth ruing knell 

Flings to the hollow gale its snllen soand." 

(Present text.) 
' PreMnt text : 



Frederick was not gnilty of " liquid Uehtning." Mitford qaotes 
the first two stanzas of " The Cbarme of Sylvia" : 

" 'Tis not the itgutrf brtghinesa of thoie eyes 

That swim with pleasure and delist ; 
Nor those heavenly arches which arise 
O'er each of them to shade the light. 
" 'Tis not that hair which plays with every wind. 

And loves to wanton round thy face ; 
Now strayins round thy forehead, now behind. 
Rocking with nnreetsting grace." 
" The whole," adds Mitford, " may be seen in Hr. Jesse's 
' Memoirs of the Conrt of England,' vol iil, p. 161." 

' " That o'er her form itt Irannent glory cast." Where perhaps 
" radiant " originally stood inst«adof "transient." 
' " Lnxnriant Fancy panae " : a later enggestion of Gray's. 
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mended, it is still weakly. I do not mncli care for amy 
moae at all here. 

V. 26. " Mould'ring " is better than "clay-cold ;"' some- 
what else might be better perhaps than either. 

V, 35. "Whirl you in her wild career."' His image 
does not come in so well here between two real happi* 
nesBes. The word " lead " before it, as there is no epitnet 
left to " purple," ia a little faint. 

" Of her dioiceat stores an ampler shore," seems to me 
prosaic. 

" Zenith-he^ht " is liarsh to the ear and too scientific. 

I take it the interro^tion point comes after "fresh 
delight;" and there the sense ends. If so, the question 
is too Ions in asking, and leaves a sort of obscurity.* 

v. 46. I understand, but cannot read, this line. Does 
" tho' soon " belong to " lead her hence," or to " the steps 
were slowP" I take it to the latter; and if so, it is 

' The line now i«: 

" Where cold and wan the slmnberer rests her head." 
And then follow two lines which Gray mnst have read with a 

" In etill small whispers to Keflectiou's ear 
She breathes the Balemn dictates of the dead." 
They are badly modelled on a rejected stanza of the El^y well- 
known to Mason : 



A grateful Earnest of eternal Peace." 



scruple, as we shall see, when it is certain tmit the public woijd 
make a like discovery. 
' The line now is : 

"Ev'nin the midst of Pleasure's wild career"; 



" For say than [Coventryl's propitions star. 
What "brighter planet on yonr births arose 
Or gave of Fortune's gift« an ampler share. 
In life to lavish, or m desth to lose ! " — 
the second and fourth lines originally ending "Zeni 
and " fresh delight." 
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hardly grammar; if to tbe fonuer, the end of the line 
appears veir naked -without it.' 

v. 55. " Bonse, then — ^his voice pursue." ' I do not like 
this broken line. 

T. 74. " Firm aa the boob," that is, " as firmlj as." The 
adjective uaed for the adverb here gives it some obscurity, 
and has the appearance of a contradiction. 

T. 76. A less metaphorical line would become this place 
better.' 



That led her hence, though booh, by steps » 
Mason no donbt or^inally wrote (however be may have pmictn- 
ated): 

"That led her hence; though eoon, the steps were slow." 
If we take " tbongb soon" with what follows, "soon" is an 
adjective, which it ought not to be ; if with what precedes, " the 
steps were slow" is certainly a "naked" ending. Gray's "it" 
therefore lefets to " though soon." Hia comment well iUnstratea 
Mason's slipshod fashions. 

" Make then, while yet ye may, your God your friend," 
The lines were probably at first ; 

" Say, are ye snre his mercy shall t« ^ou 

Extend so lone a span ? Alas, ye sigh : 
Bonse then, — while yet ye may, his voice pnisne," et«. 



" Yet will I pnuse you, ttiflers as ye are. 
More than those preachers of voor fav rite creed. 

Who proudly swell the brazen uiTOat of war. 
Who form the phalanx, bid the battle bleed; " 
Mason, it m clear, had been trying to say in his awkward fashion 
that the pleasore-seeker and the wamor of the day both with 
equal firmness deny the immortality of the soul, IJiit that the 
warrior is the less excusable of tbe two in bb negations. He has 
in view Frederick the Great ; concemiDg whom he gives as the 
ensning note ; 

" In a book of French verses, entitled * (Envres du Fhiloeophe 
de sans Sonei,' and lately reprinted at Berlin, by authority, nndei 
the title of ' Poesies Diverses,' may be found on epistle to Marehal 
Keith, written profeasedly i^ainat the immortality of the sonL 
By way of specimen of the whole, take the following lines : 



„i7PcihyGt.)t>*^le 



182 GBAt'S LETTKBS. 

T. 80. This, though a good line,' would be better too if 
it were more simple, for the aame figure is amplified in 
the following stanza, and there is no occaeion for antici- 
pating it here. 

V. 85, "And why!"' I do not understand.' Tou mean, 
I ima^pne, that the warrior must not expect to estabUsb 
his fame as a hero while he is yet alive ; but how does 
" living fame " signify this ? The construction too, is not 
good ; if yon mean, with regard to Fame, while he yet 
Uves, Fate denies him that The next line is a bold 
expression of Shakespeare. The third, "ere from her 
trump — heaven breathed," is not good. 

V, 89. " Is it the grasp ? " ' Tou will caU me a coxcomb 

" ' De I'avenir, cher Keitli, iugeons par le passe ; 

Comme avant que je fnaae fl n'avoit point ftemi, 

De meme, &pr^ ma mort qaanil tontes mes parties 

Far ta comiption eenmt aa^anties. 

Par iin mEme destin 11 ne pensera plus ; 

Non, rien n'eat plus certain, soyons'Bn convainoo,' " etc. 
For "iI"one might read "elle," ie., "I'ftme;" hut perhaps the 
context speaks of ' ' mon corps. " Mason's obvious blunders 1 have 
altered. "It ia to thiaBpiHtIe,"hettdds, "that the rest ot the EIoct 
allndee." Newman ("History of my Religions Opinions") t«U3 
OH : " I recollect copying out at the age of fourt«en, some French, 
verses, perhaps Voltture'a, a^inet the immortality of the soul, 
and sayme to myself something like ' How dreadful, bnt how 



" The breeze of bliss, that fills your silken saU " ; 
and the next stanza nins : 

" On Pleasure's gUtt'ring stream ye eaily steer 

Your little course to cold Oblivion^ shore; 
They dare the storm," etc. 
» Now: 

"Is it for ({lory? tliat Just Fate denies. 

Long most the wamor moulder in his shroud. 
Ere from her tmmp the beav'n-breatb'd accents lise 
That lift the hero from the fighting crowd." 
Mason was incorrigible, therefore, as to the third line, which w 
too Masonic to be parted with. 
= Now: 

" Is it his giasp of empire to extend ! 
To curb the mry of uisulting foes ! 
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if I ramind jov, tiiat this Btanza io the turn oi it ia too 
like a stanza of " another body's." 

V. 98. "1^rath ne'er can sanctify,"' is an iudiffwent 
line. Both Mr. Brown and I have some doubt about the 
jastneeB of this sentiment. A kingdom is purchased, we 
think, too dear vith the life of any man ; and this no leis 
if there " be a life hereafter " than if there be none. 

V. 102. We say the juice of the grape " mantles," * but 
not the grape. 

T. 107. " By earth's poor pittance ; " ' will not do ; the 
end is very well, but the whole is rather too long, and I 
would wish it reduced a little in the latter part. 

I am sorry you went so soon out of town, because you 
lost your shiire in his Majesty's reproof to his chaplams: 
" I ^sire those gentlemen may be told that I come here 
to praise Ck>d, and not to hear my own praises." Kitt 

Ambition cease: the idle conteit end: 
"Tis but a Idngdom tbon const win or loee." 
Mitford conjecturea that the lines, Moie they were altered, re- 
sembled the stanza in the Elegy beginning : 

" Th' applause of list'ning senates to command." 
' Present text : 

" And why mnst murder'd myriids low their aU, 

(If life he alt) why desolation lonr. 
With famiBh'd frown, on this affrighted bail. 
That thon may'st flame the meteor of an honrT" 
Mason remained unconvinced, as to the sentiment. 
" Now: 

"Crown with the mantling juiic« the goblet high;" 
Gray consistently (bnt feebly and affectedly) wrote in 1761 (of 
mead): 

, " Hanlling in the goblet see 

The pure oev'rage of the bee." 

"Descent of Odin," 11. 43, U. 
' Probably Mason wrote t 

" Bade him hy earth's poor pittance nncoufin'd, — " 
It is now: 

" Bade his free sonl, by earth nor time confin'd,— " 
The last two lines are not bad : 

" Eternity by all or wisb'd or fear'd. 
Shall be by aU or suffer-d or enjoy'd." 
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WilBon ' was, I think, tlie person that had been preac^iing. 
This and another ihitig I have been told give me great 
hopes of the young man. Fobua iras asking him vhat 
sum it was his pleasure should be laid oat on the next 
election.' "Nothing, mj lord." The duke stared, and 
said, " Sir \ " " Nothing, I say, my lord ; I desire to be 
tried by my country." 

There has b^en as great confusion this week as if the 
French were landed. You see the heads of the Tories are 
invited into the bedchamber ; ' and Mr. P.* avows it to be 
his advice, not as to the particular men, bat the measure. 
Fobus knew nothing of it till it was done ; and has talked 
loadly for two days of resigning.' Lord Eardwick and his 
people say thejr will support the Whig interest, as if all 
was going to rain, and they hoped to raise a party. What 
will come of it is doabtfnl, bat I fancy they will acquiesce 
and stay in as long as they can. Oteat confosion in the 
army too, about Lord Fitzmaurice,' who is put over the 



1740,1 . , 

Bisliop of Bristol in 17S3, died April 1792, ased 77. "He died 
eKtreroely rich, having, as Prebendary of FinlbiUT, made b most 
tertimate and lucrative contract for a lease with the Citf of 
London ; " for when he came in poeaession of it, it bronght in only 
a life-iutereBt of £39:13:4; and from it he received £50,01X1 in hu 
lifetime, and charged hix estate with £50,000 more in his will. 
See a full acconnt of him and his contract in Nichols's " Lil«rary 
Anecdotes," vol. ix., pp. 5lQ-52i.—Mi(ford. 

' MitfoM here quotes Walpole on tne profusion with which (in 
1762] the Court secured sup^rt for the preliminaries of the Peace 
with France and Spain ; this, says Walpole, " reduced the Conrt 
to stop even the payments of the Kin^B bedchamber, and made 
men recall severely to mind the King's declaration on the ch^ce 
of the Parliament, that he would not permit any money to be 
spent on elections" ("Memoirs of George III.," vol. i., c. xiv.). 

' Walpole mentions as Tories thos appointed Lords Oxford 
and Bruce ; and Norbonne Berkeley, Geoi^ Pitt, and Nortbey . 
MiB. Hardinge, a physician's wife, said at this time; "It is a 
great question what coal the King b to burn in bis chamber, 
whether Scotcb-coal, Newcastle -coal, or Pitt-coal" (Walpole to 
Mann, Dec. 5, '60). 

* Pitt. 

' " On the appointment of Lord Oxford and Lord Bmce nithont 
his knowledfce.— Walpole to Montaga, Dec. 11. 

* William Viscoont Fitziuanrice, promoted to the rank ot 
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head <^ Lord Lennox,' Mr. Fitzroy,' ancl also of almost all 
the American ofBcera.' 

I h&ve seen Mr. Southwell/ and approve him much. 

Colonel, DecembeT 4, 1760. He became a Major-General, July tO, 
1762; Lieutenant-General, May 25, 1772; General, Febraary 19, 
1783 ; and died senior of tiiat rank in May 1803. St. never com- 
manded a regiment. Created Marquess of I^asdowne, November 
30, 1784. He attained tlie courtesy-title of Viscount ntzmaorice, 
June 26, 1753, on hie father being created Earl of Shelbnme. 
Walpole writes to Montagu, Dec. 11, '60: "Lord Fittmanrice, 
made aide-de-camp U> the King, has diaeUBted the army." — From 
Mit/ord. 

' Lord George Henry Lennos, second sou of the second Duke of 
Richmond, junior Captain in 25th Regiment, 1766; Colonel in 
1762; General, 1793. Died Mar. 1805, being the Governor of 
Plymouth. — From Mit/ord, 

^ Charles, grandson of the second Dnke of Grafton ; created 
Lord Sonthampton in 1780; Lieut. -Geoeral in the arniy, and 
Colonel of the 3rd Regiment of Dragoons. Died March 21, 1797. 
He was at this time Lieut. -Colonel of the let Foot Guards. — 
" ConBidering," says a friend, "that Mr. Fitzroy entered the 
service in 1752, and became Lieut. -Colonel in 1758, and that 
Lord G. Lennox was a Captain in March, 1756, and Lieut. -Colonel 
(probably) in 1768, tbe promotion of Viscotint Fitzmanrice mnst 
indeed have been rapid, when two officers of so short a standing 
in the army felt themselves a^jieved thereby. Viscount Fitz- 
manrice was bom in 1736 ; Lord Southampton in 1737 ; Lord 
G. H. Lennox in 1737 ; consequently Lord Fitzmanrice became 
colonel when twenty-four years old ; Lord Southampton attained 
the same rank when twenty-five ; and Lord G. H. Lennox when 
little more than twenty-three years old. The two last-named 
became Major- Generals at thirty-five years of age, — a rank now 
scarcely attainable under the ^e of sixty. "—.Prom Mitford, who 

Siotesftom the "Rockingham Papers," vol. i.,p. 3S, to show that 
e promotion of Fitzmanrice gave occasion to protest* to the 
King from the Dnkes of Grafton and Richmond ; the latter of 
whom expressed himself " in a manner that was neither forgiven 
nor forgotten by a Prince equally remarkable for his keen resent- 
ments and his retentive memory. 

^ I.e., of conrse, British officers who had served with distinction 
at Quebec and elsewhere. 

' Mr. Henry Southwell was A.B. 1752, of Magdalen Colleges 
A.M. 1755; LL.D. VlS3.—MUfoni. But I think the Southwell 
here meant was a mneh yonnfKr man, probably a fellow-commoner 
of Pembroke. I conjecture that he was Edward Southwell, son 
of Edward Southwell, M.P. for Gloucestershire, by Catherine, 
dauKhter of Edward Watson, Viscotint Sondes. She di^ in 1765, 
and IB probably the Mrs. Sonthwell who is mentioned by Gray to 
Mason, July 30, 1760. Gray's Southwell, if this is ao, became in 
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He has many new tit«t«3 and knowledges, and is no more 
a coxcomb tjian when he went from hence. I am glad to 
hear you bode bo well of Ponsonby and his tutor.' Here 
is a delightful new woman ' in the borlettas ; the rest is 
all Bartholomew and his fair.' Elisi* has been ill ever 
since he came, and has not song yet Adieu. 

I am truly yours. 

1776 Baron de Clifford, in ri^bt of his mother. He has been 
travelling after learing Cambridge, and Gray has met him in 
town after his retuni. See voL i., p. 341, n. 3. 
' Onley. See noteH on letters of Asg. 7 aad Oct 23, '60. 
' This was Signora Pasamiii, the wife of Pt^anini, acoarse man ; 
she appeared id 1760.— dfit/on£. Walpole writes. Dee. 5: "The 
woman Paganini has more applause tbui I almost ever remember ; 
every song she sings ia encored." Bumey ("Hiatoiyof Hnuc," 
vol. iv., p. 475) writes of her (imder 1761): "This performer, 
though not yonng, increased in repatation so much during t3ie 
ran of the opera ' II Filoeopho di Campogna,' that when it was 
her turn to nave a benefit, . . . not one-tUrd of the company 
that preaeoted themselves at the opera-bonse doors were able to 
obtain admission. Caps were lost, and gowns torn to pieces, 
mthoDt number or mercy, in the stmg^e to get in. Ladies 
in full dress, who had sent away their servants and carriages, 
were obliged to appear in the streete and walk home in great 
numbers without cap or attendants. . . . Their confosion was 
greatly angmented by its being broad daylight, and the streets 
nill of spectators, ^o could neither r^ram from looking or 
laughing at such splendid and uncommon ttreet-vialkeri." Bumey 
says of her hnsb^id Pftganini, that he was "but a coaim Jlrst 
man, " by which he only means that he was a bad singer, especially 
for leaduig parts. 

' Once held in Smithfield, St Bartholomew's Day, Angnst 24th, 
and the two following days. Whether it was maintained in Gray's 
time with its puppet-shows, etc., I do not know; nor does it 
signify ; it had l>ecome proverbial, and be had in mind the enter- 
tainments which provoked tbe pious wrath of Zeal-of -the -Land 
Busy in Ben Jonson's famous play (1614). 

' A man of great repntataon and abilities ; performed at the 
Opera in London 1760 and 1761. A great singer and eminent 
actw. See Bumeys "History of Music," vol. iv., pp. 473-474. — 
Miiford, At the serenata at the Opera for the King's birthday, 
Jnne4th, 1781, "Elisi," writes Walpole on June Ifth, "piqued 
himself and beat both heaven and earth "(aUudin|{ to the orchestra 
in the body of the bouse, and the choristers m tbe footmen's 

hllery). Grove's "Dictionary of Music" wrongly fine 1766 as 

le dat« of his appearance in uogtaod. 
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CCXY. To Waipole. 

[1760.'] 
I HATB been very ill this week with a great cold and a ' 
fever, and though now in a way to be well, am libe to be 
confined eome days lonser: whatever you will aend me 
that is new, or old, and long, will be received as a charity. 
BouBseau's people do not interest me; there is but one 
character* and one style in them all, I do not know their 
faces asunder. I have no esteem for their persons or 
conduct, am not touched with their passions; and ae to 
their story, I do not believe a word of it — not because it 
is improbable, but because it is absurd. If I had any 
little propensity, it was to Julie ; but now she has gone 
and (so hand over bead') married that Monsieur de 



to be read in England. (Graj's letter is assigned to 1757 by Mit- 
ford and Mr. Gosse. } 

' An exception may be made in the case of Claire, who is to 
Julie what Anna Howe is to Clarissa Harlowe — a vivacious and 
comparatively unsentimental counterfoil. The direct imitation of 
Ricnardsos, so unmistakable in the "Nouvelle H^loise," is here a 
veiy partial Bucceaa. What Gray says of the style most readers 
will find to be perfectly trne ; we may add that though Landor 
(as quoted on the following letter) mav be right in insisting on 
Roossean's " profound introa^tion, the delicacy with which lie 
touches and the skill with which he explains the affections of tJie 
aonl," Jean.JaqaeB oertainly lacks jndgment in the distribution 
of his sentimeots ; for example, a great deal that Jnlie writes, 
thoneh quite true, is poaitivdy diagnstine as coming from Julie. 
The book anticipates the "Confessions, and is the outcome of 
the writer's own sinister experiences ; and it lacks the skill and 
con^rnitj of Clarissa. Landor isnores that defect of Honsseau 
which Gray saw clearly ; perhaps Decanse it was his own defect, 
for IdJidor is Landor, as Koasseau is Ronssean, in almost all his 
dramalU penonae. All Rousseau's characters are rhapsodical ; 
his Englishman, mylord Bomston, included. 

' Rousseau cert&mly precipitates matters at this point. In the 
space of a few letters Julie's mother dies ; Julie entreats her lover 
to give her liberty to ob^ her father's will ; she takes the small- 
poK ; her lover deliberately takes it from her, havinE obtaine<l 
access to her sick-room under pretence that he had had it already ; 
on her recoveiy she obediently marries M. de Wolmar. Ttus is ui 
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Wolmar, I take her for a vraie Siiiaseme,^ and do not 
doabt but she had taken a cup too mxich like her lover.' 
All this does not imply that I will not read it out, when 
you can spare the rest of it. 



CCXVI. Ma»m to Gray. 

Jan. 8, 17II1. 

Dkak Ms. Obat, 

I thank you much for yonr criticisms, but at 
present shall not take notice of them. They will stand 
me in good stead whenever I put the Elegy in my first 
Tolame, and till then let them pass. 

I thank yon also very much for jovi Oeorgiana : if they 
be genuine, I thank you as an £i^liehmtui, and prefer 
them before everything that ever ended in ana. But you 
are mistaken in your preacher ; it was Dr. Thomas Wilson,' 
of Westminster, who they say is a r<^ue; the other is 
only a coxcomb, but a sort of coxcomb that I hate almost 
aa much as a n^ue. If the Nouvelle Heloise be Rous- 
seau's, pity me, because I live at Aston, and have not seen 
it, and be sure send me some account of it, and that with 
speed. I find there is a new report that Lord H.* is to go 
to Ireland. This has induced poor Frederic Hervey' 

the third of the six parts of the " H^loIse," and U in stroiiK con- 
tre»t with the dilatory progress of the atoiy elsewhere. 

' It is not clear what stigma Grar means to afOz to Swiss 
ladies : are they giddy, ot are they bicmlous t Penter A la Siasw 
is to reaign onesdf to first impreBsions and impulses. 

' Saint-Preax has twice offended in this way. (N. H., pt. i.. 
Letter 60 ; pt. iL, Letter 26.) 

' Chaplain to the King. See Watt's " Bibliotheea Britanniea " 
and Nichols's " Lit. Anecdotes," vol. viii., p. 457. — MUford. 

' The Earl of Halifax was Lord Lientenant of Ireland October, 
V}S\.— MUford. But Mason probably means Lord Holderoesse ; 
talked of, but not ap^inted. 

' On "poor Frederic Hervey," see Collins's " Peerage," voL iv., 
p. IflO. Bom 1730; chaplain to the King; in 1767 promoted to 
the bifihoptick of Cloyne ; and in 1768 to that of Dottv. Sabse- 
qneatly well known abroad aud at home. — Mitford, His eccen- 
tricities, even after he became a Bishop, made some sensation in 
f<H«ign parts ; it is strange to think of such a man as one of 
Berkeley's snocessors in the Bishopric of Cloyne; but, as the 
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(glad of snch an opportunity of renewing our correspond- 
ence) to write to me, and to tell me that his friends have 
hopeB of making him First Chaplain, but that he b^s first 
to know whetlier it will interfere with me, and whether it 
might not be made compatible with mj interest. All this 
was so jellied over with friendship, that he thought, I 
fancy, I should scarce know the dish he presented me 
with. The letter I shall tie up in a bundle with one of 
Archbishop Hutton's,' and some others which I keep as 
curiosities in their way, I have, however, iu pity to bis 
wife and family of small children,' sent bim an answer 
not so tart as he deserved, and given Mm full liberty of 
using all his interest in this matter. However, keep this 
a secret, because I promised to do it, and because, also, I 
should not have broken my promise could I hare thought 
of anything better to write at present. 

I am glad at heart to find uiis annihilation of Toryism ' 
which yon give me an account of. Pobus, besides lying, 
had only one other ministerial art iu his profession, which, 
too, was a species of lying, and this he exerted in making 
every man who was not a friend to the ministry a Tory^. 
Was he asked to explain this, he had not skill enough in 
English history and the constitution of his country to do 
it, and therefore he explained himself by saying, a Toiy 
was a Jacobite, and a Jacobite a Tory. This you may 
remember : one of his tools who could not cleverly make 

parbb clerk aays, "the times" {eapeciaJIy in Ireland), "were 
such 1" In 1767 Gray found the newly-made Bishop "veiy jolly," 
and ate raspberry pnffa with him "In Cranboume alley, standing 
at a pastrycook's shop in the street " ; later in the sRme year his 
right reverence (irreverently sailed "Billy," though hia name was 
Frederick Augustus) preached for Mason at .^ton, and went 
thence to dance at the aiJKembly at Durham ' ' with a conquering 
mien," to the admiration of the ladies, n'ho only regretted that 
"he wanted two feet more in height," In 1779 ne succeeded his 
bicrther (the first husband of Miss Chudleigh, bigamous Duchess 
of Klneston), as Earl of BristoL 

' A family connection of Mason's. See vol. i., p. 238, n. 

^ He married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Jermyn Davers ; she 
died in ISOO ; her husband in 1803. At the date of this letter he 
was thirty years old ; and as his second son was only bom in 1769, 
it is possible that this is bnt a combrous jest of Mason's. 

' Mason must have discovered very soon that he was wrong in 
thns interpreting the signs of the times. 
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jroa ather Tory or Jacobite, s&id you was Torae — yoti 
waa a Bepablican. May Ood send this meaaure a happy 
ending, and may the next generation be only distin- 
)fni<lied by the style and title of friends to their 
country. 

Ton hare by this time heard Elisi. Pray give me an 
account of him or it as soon as possible, and send me also 
your receipt for ehemehi, in plain terms. Have you made 
up your mind about Qotnic architecture, and, conse- 
quently, given over yonr genealogical studies,' which, it 
seems, are so intimately connected with that science. For 
my part, I am metamorphosii^^ some good old homilies 
into new-fashioned sermons, and consequently spoiling 
every period of them. But what better can I do, living as 
I here do in almost absolute solitude, and in Uiat state of 
life which my old friend Jeremy Taylor so well describes 
in hia sermon aptly entitled the Maniage Hing. " Celibate 
life," says he, " like the flie in the heart of an apple, 
dwells in a perpetual sweetness, but sits alone, and is con- 
fined, and dies in singularity. But marriage, like the 
useful bee, builds a house, gathers sweetness from every 
flower, labours, and unites into societys and republics," Ac. 
H I survive you, and come to publish your works, I shall 
quote this pass^^, from whence you so evidently (without 
ever seeing it) took that thought, " Poor moralist, and 
what art then," Ac. But the plagiarism had been too 
gluing had you taken the heart of the apple,* in which, 
howev^, the great beauty of the thought consists. After 
all, why will yon not read Jeremy Taylor f Take my word 

' Many instanMS of Gray's laborious iuqniries int« genealogy 
appeared when his library was made public. Noae more striking, 
tnan in a copy of Dngdale'a " Origines," folio, in which Gray had 
gone through, page by page, the whole volnme, tilling up in the 
margin the arms of all thcfamUiea mentioned, with niU descrip- 
tions of them. This volume is now in the British Musenm. — 
Mitfiml. 

' Just what Mason himself would have done, making the whole 
poem incongraOQB with an image apt enough as Jeremy Taylor 
employs it, bnt hopelessly inept for the moral of the Ode in 



mer," 1. 342 17.; anil, as he himself acknowledges, Matthew 
Green's "Grotto." See Gray's Eni^h Poems, "Ode on the 
Spring," and note, pp. 86, 67, m Pitt Press edition. 
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ajid more for it, be ia the Shakespeare of diTinee.' Adieu, 
and believe me to be ever most entirely jonni. 



CCXVII. To Mason. 

LoDdon, Jan. 22, 1701. 
Deab Mason, 

I am delighted with Frederic Herrey and letter, 
and envy you his friendship, for the foundation of it (I 
am persuaded) was pure friendBhip, as far as his idea of 
the tfaii^ ext^ded ; and if one could see his little heart 
one should find no vanity there for over-reaching you and 
artfully gilding eo dirty a pile, but only a degree of self- 
applauae for havii^ done one of the genteelest and hand- 
somest things in the world. I long to see the originals 
and (if you have any gratitude) you will publish them in 
your first volume, ^aa ! there was a time when he was 
my friend, and there was a time (he owned) when he had 
b&en my greatest enemy j why did I lose both one and the 
other of these advantages, when at present I could be so 
happy with either, I care not which ? Tell him he may 
take his choice ; it is not from interest I say this, though 
I know he will some time or other be Earl of Bristol,* but 
purely because I have long been without a knave and fool 
of my own. Here is a bishopric (St. David's) vacant, can 
I anyhow serve him ? I hear Dr. Ayscough ' and Dean 
Squire * are his competitors. Gh)d knows who will go to 
Ireland ; it ought to be somebody, for there is a prodigious 
to-do there ; the cause I have been told, but, as I did not 

' Quoted by Lonelt as Gray's saying. See " Gray and His 
Friends," p. 32 n. 

' See the last mention of him by Gray, in a letter to Nicholla, 
2nd M&y, 1771. " Sometimeg, from vanity, he may do a ri^t 
thing," etc, — Mitford. The bishop u-bb then in Italy. 

' Francis Aysooagh, chaplain and preceptor to the Prince of 
Walea, rector of North Church, Herts, Dean of Bristol, author of 
Sennonn, etc., married the sister of Lord Lyttelton. See account 
of him in Nichols's "Anecdotes," vol. viii., p. 433; vol, ix., pp. 
531, 8m.—Mii/ord. 

* In 1781 Samnel Squire, Dean of Bristol, was appointed to the 
Uflhopric of St. David'a— Jf*f/orrf. See vol. i., p. 346, n. 2. 
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undentand or attend to it, no vonder if I foi^ot it ; it is 
somewhat about a money-bill,' perhaps you may tnow. 
The Lords Justices absolutely refuse to comply with what 
the 0«Temment here do insist upon, and even offer to 
resign their posts ; in the mean time none of the pensions 
on that establishment are paid. Nerertheless two such 
pensionB have been bestowed within this few weeks, one 
on your friend Mrs. Anne Pitt* (of 5001. a year), which 

' "By Fojning'B law the Privy Council of Ireland fire to truts- 
mit hither aJI heeuia of bills, particularly of money-billa. This 
l&tter was omitted by the iutrigaes of the Primate [George Stone, 
ArchbiHhop of Armagh], conrtine popularity. The bilU were sent 
back with a severe reprimand tor the omieaioD of a money-bill. 
Mr. Pitt alone took up the defence of the Irish Commons, and 
would not sign the message, which thirty-four others of the 
English Privy Council who were present signed. The Privy 
Council of Ireland wrote aa^y letters to the Duke of Bedford 
and bis minister Bigby, tilling them that they must nut come 
into that kingdom ag&in. . . . The Lords Jasticas sent over a 
strong remonstrance in vindication of their conduct, and there the 
matter ended for the present ; but in the beginning of the next 
year [1761] the Lords Justices renewed the attack on their 
Governor, and he and Rigby were burned in effigy. Mr. Pitt 
interpoaed and prevailed to have a temperate memorial sent to 
the Justices, argning the point with them, and to that he offered 
to set Ait little name, which was done. The Lords Justices sub- 
initt«d, but with threats from the Primate of resigning his part of 
the ^vemment. Nor yet did they send a new bul, but a plan for 
raising the money alreaidy voted. . . . The ill-humour of the country 
determined the Duke of Bedford to quit the Government, after 
having amply gratified his family and dependants with pensions." 
— WMppie, " Memoirs of George III.," vol, i., chap. ii. 

' "Pitt's own sister Mrs. [i.e.. Miss] Anne Pitt, furnished his 
enemies with a severe sarcasm. She had been Maid of Hononr to 
Queen Caroline, and was warmly attached to her brother, with 
whom she lived. On his promotion to the Pay-office, 1m had 
shaken her off in an unbecoming manner. She had excellent 
parts and strong passions. Lord BoUngbrokc had recommend^ 
her to the late Prince, on whose death she had been made Privy- 
pnrse to the Princes« ; but being of an intriguing and most 
ambitious natare, she soon destroyed her own prospect by an 
impetuosity to govern her mistress, and by embarking in other 
Cah^ at that Court. Her disf^ace followed, bnt without dis- 
mission; on which she bad retired to France. On her return, 
though she could never recover the favour of the Princess, she so 
sncceesfnlly cultivated the patronage of Lord and Lady Bute, that 
she kept her gnmnd at Leicester Fields, and obtuned a large 
pension. This she had notified by letter to her brother. He bad 
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she ftsked, and Lord B.' got it done immediately ; she 
keeps her place with it : the other (of 400/.) to Lady Harry 
Beauclerk, whose husband died suddenly, and left her 
with six or Beven children very poorly provided for ; the 
grant was sent her without being asked at all by herself, 
or any friend. I have done with my news, because I am 
told that there is an express just set oat for Yorkshire, 
whom you are to meel^ on the road. I hope yon will 
not fail to inform him'wfao is to be his First Chaplain;* 
perhaps jou will think it a piece of treachery to do so, or 

«oldly imlied, that h« coi^p^tnlated her on the addition to her 
fortnne, but was giiered to bm th« name of Pitt on a list of 
^ — On his accepting one, she copied his own letter, torn- 



it a^inst hinuelf ; and thoneh resti^iied bjr her friends ftvm 
\iz« it to him, she rapeatea what ahe had done, till it be- 
e the eunmon talk iri the towB."—WtUpole, "MenK^ra of 



George III.," vol. L, chap. vL Against her character Walpole 
h^ made the blackest charges in his correepondence |»ee, e.g., to 
Mann, Jan. 28, 17H}, but He foniid her brilliant in conversation, 
and aUe to give "itio prettiest ball that ever was seen, in the 
compass of a silver penny" (to Lord Hertford, Feb. 24, 1764], 
When M. de Caraman, who bad seen her, bat not her brother, 
asked if Pitt was like her, Walpole replied very happUy that they 
resembled one another "comnie denz gonttes de jeu" (to Lord 
Hertford, April 7, 1766). He describes her to Mann (Feb. 24, 74) 
as having been at times abeolately Etu/lith ; which he explains in 
a note to mean, ont of her senses. But she was mad, ne says, 
after a decorons fashion ; and he asHuree Mann, to whom he recom- 
mends her, that in Italy, whither she is bent, she will not " play 
the fooL" She died, however, in a madbonae (Walpole to Mann, 
FebL 11, '81).— Ed. Shenaed to ea;[tiiat her brother never read 
any book e 
brother .S ' 

idathii 

' Earl of BTibB.—Mitford. 

' L(»d Harry BeauclerkdiedJnJyS, 1761. 8ee Collins's Poeroge, 
L 2«i.—Mit/ord. IMy Harry Beanclerk is called by Walpole 
" My old and great fnend " (Feb. 6, l7Cfl) i she was aiater and 
lieir of Neville, Lord Lovelace. Her hnsbuid was the nncle of 
Topham Beanclerk, the brilliant but dissolate friend of Johnson, 
— whom, as BoBwell sngKeatB, the sage was the more diHpased to 
tolerate because he was the great- grandaon of Charles II. (throngh 
Nell Gwynne)rand thought to be like him in features (assuredly 
much handsomer, if portraita can be tmsted). 

' Veiydearlv, Loid Holdemeeee; it is he therefore who is meant 
by Lord H. in Mason's letter, tvpra. 

' Le., to the Lord Lientenajitof Ireland, 
n. o 
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perhaps yoa will leave ihe thing to itadf, in order to make 



I ' cannot pity yon ; ou eonfraire, I wish I had been at 
Aaton when I was foolish enough to go through the aii 
volumes of the Nourelle Heloise.* All that I can aay for 
myself is, that I was confined at home for three ireefcs by 
a severe cold, and had nothing better to do. There ia no 
one event in it that might not happen any day of the week 
(separately taken), in any private family : ' yet these events 

' Here Msson commeDcee this Letter, omittii^ the preceding 
part. — Milord, 

' The original mannacTipt of Uw " Nonvelle H^liAse " ia in the 
Library of flie Chamber of Deputies : the writing as l^ble ss print, 
without one obliteration. The MS. was on beautiful small paper, 
with vignette«, and afterwards folded like letters. Bonasean used 
to read them in bis walks. In Grimm's "Correspondence" maybe 
seen Voltairp's sham prophetio review of the Heloise ; and in Mar- 
montel's " Esiu snr les Komans," an excellent notice of it, very 
powerfully written, which called forth the praise of Madame de 
Genlis> See her Memoirs, vol. iv.,p. 266. — Mttford. Voltaire's pro- 
phecy, as far as I can quote it, runs r " In those days there will 
appear in France a. wonderful man. He will sa^ onto the people, 
behold I I am possessed by the demon of eutbuaiBsm : 1 have re- 
ceived from heaven the ^n of paradoxical inconsistency ; and the 
light-heeled multitude will dance after him and many will adore 
him. And he will aay, ^on are all rascala and proatitutes, and I 
detest raacala and nroetitntee, and I oome to hve amongst yon. 
And he will add, tfie men and women ore aU virtuons in the re- 
public of Geneva, where I was bom, and I love virtuous men and 
women, and I wiU not live in the country where I was bom. He 
will protest that the play-bonse is a school of corruption, and he 
will write operas and plays. He will advise mankind to go stark- 
naked, and he will wear lace clothes when given unto him. He will 
swear that romances corrupt the morals of all who read them, and 
he wilt compose a romance ; and in this romance will be seen vice 
in deeds and virtue in words, and the lovers will be rood with love 
and with philosophy; and the disciple will lose all ^ame and 
modesty ; and she will practise foolishness, and raise maxima and 
paradoxes with her master. . . . And this they will call philosophy 
and virtue, and they will talk about philosophy and virtue, till 
no soul on earth will know what phUosophy and virtue is." [The 
translation is Cobbett's.) 

* ThisRouaaeauhimaeUmakeBtbeobjectorintheseoondPre&ce 
say : " Quant k I'int^rft, U ettpotir ttmt U monde, U ett kiU. Pas 
une mauvaise action, pas un m^chant homme qui fasse oraindre 
pour lea bona ; dea ^v&emente ai natnrels, si simples, qnlls le sent 
trop ; rien d'inopin^, point de coap de theatre. Tout est pr^vn 
longtemps d'avance : tout arrive comme il est privn. Ett-te la 
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are so put together that the Beriea o£ them are more 
absnrd and more improbable than Amadis de Gaul.' The 
dreMnoHi penonce (as the author saye) are all of them good 
characters ; ' I am sorry to hear it, for had they been aU 
hanged at the end of the third volume nobody (I believe) 
would have cared. In short, I went on and on in hopea of 
finding some wonderful denou&ment that would set all 
r^ht, and bring something like nature and interest out of 
absardity and insipidity ; no snch thing, it grows worse 
and worse, aud (if it be Bouaseau, which is not doubted) 
is the strongest instance I ever saw that a very extra- 
ordinary man may entirely mistake his own talents.' By 

peine de tenir regittre de ee gue diacun peut voir dans sa m^titon 
et celle de ton voitin?" Th« objection that these evenbt, tiiongh 
simple, are ao combined as to be absurd is not met by this — nor, teste 
Gray, can it be said that " tout est ^ivu longtempt d'avanee." In 
the " m^chaut homme qui fait craudre pour les bons " BouBsean 
refers to the Lovelace of Clarissa. He maintains in effect that 
neither "Julie" nor "Clariaea" should be read hy "the young 
person," although Richardson expressly designed his work tor the 
young person's admonition. However this may be, Rousseau was 
quite incapable of the skill with which Kicn&rdson makes the 
vicious and sordid passions which environ her, work upon the tender 
victim in his story with all the effect of Destiny npon the tra^tic 
stage. Gray's criticism is probably correct enough as far aa it goes ; 
and of Clarissa be said, according to Norton Nicholls, that he 
"knew no instance of a story so well told." But all this is essentially 
literary criticism ; at this date his moral repulsion to Rousseau is 
quite subordinate ; and he can scarcely at any time have appreciated 
the genninative power which gives the "H^loise" its place in 
history. 

' Of which Sonthey has made an abridgal translation. The 
author to whom it is distinctly traced back is Vasco Lobeira, a 
valiant Portngaeae knight who died in 1403, from whom it was 
translated into Sinniah by Montalns. Bnt it belongs to the Anglo- 
NoTman cycle of Kontance, tmd no doubt much ot it once existed 
in French. The barber and the licentiate spared it, together with 
■' Palmerin of England" and "Tiranto the Wntto," when they burnt 
the rest of Don Quixote's library. 

' See RonsBean, qnoted supra. Also the following: "Allez, 
bonnes gent avec qui faimai btnt A vivre, et qni m'avez ai sonvent 
wmoM d«i outrages des michant*," btc {!*" Preface oii/n.). 

* On this diapararang character of Rousseau's great vpork, see 
W. S. Lander, " de Cultu Latini Sermonis," p. 197. " Sosaieo nee 
in sententiis ipse suavior eet (qui p&rum profecto praetor suavitatem 
habet) Isocrates, nee in verbis nl)erior ant amphoris in dicendo 
dignibatiB Plato, nee Sophronisci filius melior sophista. Nemo 
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the motto * and preface ' it appears to be his own story, or 
something similar to it. 

The Opera House is crowded this jear like any ordinary 
theatre. Elisi * is finer than anything that has heea here 
in your memory, yet, as I suspect, has been finer than he 
is. He appears to be near forty, a little pot-bellied and 
thick-shouldered, otherwise no bad figure;* bis action 
proper, and not ungraceful. We have h^rd nothing, since 
I remember operas, but eternal passages, divisions, and 
flights of execation ; of these he has absolu'tely none, 
whether merely from judgment, or a little from age, I will 
not afSrm. His point is expression, and to that all the 
graces and ornaments he inserts (which are few and short), 
are evidently directed. He goes higher (they say) than 
IFarinelli,' but then this celestial note you do not hear 

animi afiectos profnndiuH iutrospexit, delicatius t«ti^t. mlertiiis 
explicavit. Oainni vero hominnm qnos insinceroa Graivs ant 
pravoB existiinsbat, ant religionis CfariatiaDornra inimicos, trans- 
versum ^t et prieceps judicium." — Mitford. The " Noavelle He- 
lolBe " was not %n intention aDti-Cbristian ; although Gray thoogbt 
the characters nUQatural and vicious, and the tendency unmoral 
and tnischievoos, as Norton NichoUa saj^. This ride of the poet's 
judgment on Ronsseati becomes prominent, the more the maa 
reveals himself. 

' " Non la conobbe U mondo, meutre I'ebbe, 

Conobil' io, ch' a pianget qui rimaai." 

Pcthakch [Pte 2, a LXVi.]. 
If this Ib the motto which Gray has in view, he takes Boussean too 
seriously. Whether Madame de Warens, or Madame d'Hondetot, 
or Madame d'Epinay, or a blend of all three was the prototype of 
Julie, the first had ceased to be interesting by 1754, with the 
other two Boussean had quarrelled before 1760, and had they nil 
been dead his tears would soon have been dried. But in bnth 
Julie is a sort of changeling of Clarissa, though her creator intended 
her for a sister. In the second preface Ronssean pretends to fence 
with the question of the genuineness of the Letters, and his ac- 
qoaintance with the writeis, and tries to maintsin a fallacy, not 
yet exploded, that it makes no difference to the eUiical value of a 
work snch as his whether it consists of real or imoginaiy materials. 

" Sec qnotation from fiiat preface, tupra. 

' See on letter to Mason, Dec. 10, nftnw. 

* Elisi, though a great singer, was still a greater actor : his figure 
was large and majeetic, andne had a great compass of voiee. He 
was fond of distant interv^, of fourteen or fifteen notes, and took 
them well (Bumey, "History of Music," vol. iv., p, 474). 

' See voL L, p. 21, n. I. Bumey {" History of Music," vol. ir., 
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above once in a whole opera, and he falls from this altitude 
at once to the mellowest, softest, strongeat tones (about 
the middle of his compass) that can be heard. The 
Mattel ' (Z assure you) is much improved hj his example, 
and bj her great success this winter. But then the Bur- 
lettas and the Pa^anina." I have not been so pleased with 
anything these many years; she too is fo.t and about 
torty,,yet handsome withal, and has a face that speaks the 
langua^ of alt nations. She bas not the invention, the 
fire, and the variety of action, that the Spiletta had ; ^ yet 
she is light, a^ile, ever in motion, and above all graceful ; 
but then her voice, her ear, her taste in singing : Ck>od 
Q«d ! — as Mr. Sichardson the painter says.* Pra.j ask my 

p. 379) says that no vocal performer of the e^hteeuth century was 
gifted with a voice of such uncommon power, sweetness, extent 
and agility as FarinelK. PariDeUi spent the last years of his life at 
Bolo^a, visited in hia splendid rebvat from time to time by the 
Ensliahmen who had known Mm in London, and were welcomed 
by nim with affection. Barney was one of his viutors. His eae 
when he died in 1782iB variously stated as Beventy-six oreighty. By 
general testimony it would seem that he was a generous-heartea 
and moat lovable character. (Bee the admirable account of him 
in Vernon Lee's "Stndies of the Eighteenth Century in Italy," pp. 
111-114). 

' First mentioned by Bnmey under 1755 ; in 1739 she distin- 
guished herself sreatly in the " Ciro Riconosclato " of Cocchi. She 
and her hosband Trombetta had taken np the management of the 
opera in 17S7, " the nobility having paid too dear for their experi- 
ence to wish a^n to resnme the government of so ex]>enBive and 
froward a family" as the opera-smgera (Bnm«7, vol. iv., p. 46S). 
At the close of tne season oi 17S2 she retired from the stage, but 
continued the maoa^ment another year {lb., p. 479). 

= See note, letter Dec. 10, '80, mipra. 

' He means the eldest sister of the Giordani family, "so admired, 
not only as a singer bat actress, that in the comic-opera of ' Gli 
Amanti Gelosi,' she was frequently encored two or three times in the 
same air, which she was able to vary so mnch by her singing and 
acting that it appeared, at every repetition, a new son^, and she 
another performer. The music of the burletla, by Cocchi, was not 
of the first class ;_ however, the part of Spiletta was so admirably 
performed that it became the general name of the company. 
(Bnmey, vol. iv., p. 465, ann. 1755). 

* Jonathan Richardson. This learned and ingenious painter 
and critic on art, is now better known by hia writings than pencil. 
He generally ^nted and wrote in conjunction with bis son [also 
Jonathan], his inseparable companion and friend. The best account 
of him isinWoIpole's " Anecdotes of Pwnting " and Noble's "Con- 
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Lord, for I think I liare seen Iiiin there once or twice, as 
mucli pleased as I was. 

I have long thought of reading Jerem; Tsjlor, for I am 
peranaded that chopping logic in the pnlpit, ae our divines 
have done ever einoe the BerolntioD, is not the thing ; but 
that im^ination and warmth of expression ai« in their 
place there as much aa on the stage, moderated however, 
and chastised a little b; the purity and severitj of 
religion.' 

I Bend you mj receipt for eavieke* (Heaven knows 
tiniutioii of Granger," toL iii. , p. 382. He had a fins ecdlection of 
the drawiugB of the old rasetere, which sold at bia death t<x above 
£2,000. At Strawbeny Hill I saw a most interwtiog pencil draw- 
ing by him, in four compartments, containing portraits of Lord 
Bolingbroke, of Pope, of Pope's motber, and ot Pope's father on 
hiii death -bed._ His worksareccdlectedintwovola-Svo. Seelndex 
n Richardson's Works. His 
» French in 
n Punting" 

BeynoldE." As 

a critu: he has received the praiee ot FttiUi. — MiiforJ. Jonathan 
KichardsoQ the elder died in 1746 at the age of eighty. Gray 
seems to be speaking of a living person and must mean the son. 
He knew the father also, for he sat to him for his portnut at the 
age of thirteen or tiiereabonta (This portrait is now in the Fits- 
William Mnsenm at Cambridge, and a copy of it was at one time 

Erefixed to the Eton leaving-book.) The elder Bicbardson taogbt 
Iyer, the poet of " Grongar Hill " and " The Fleece," Us first pro- 
fession that of painting. 

' " Gray thooght there was good writing and Mod sense in the 
sermons of St«rne, whose principal merit consistM in his pathetic 
powers, in which he never failed."— J^orton NidutlU. 

' Grab's copy of Verral's "Bookof Cookery,"8vo., 1759, is in my 
possession, and is enriched by nnmeroos notes in his writinsi with 
his nsnal minute diligence, and remarks on culinary subjects, 
arranging the subjects of gaistronomy in scientific order. 1st. List 
of y«ni»turE necessaif for a kitcbui, which he classes nnder twelve 
heads. 2ndly. List of such receipts ss are primarily neoessarv in 
forming essential ingredients for othert, all accurately indexed to 
their respective pages. 3rdly. Kve pages of receipbi for varioas 
dishes with the names of the ioventors. The one referred to in 



this letter is as follows : "Cavidhb. (FromLordD*.) Takethree 
cloves, four scmplee of coriander-seeds bruised, guiger powdered, 
and safiron, of each half a scruple, three clovee of garUc ; infuse 
them in a pint otaood white wine vinegar, and place the bottle in 
a gentle heat, or in water, to warm gradnally. It is to be used as 
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against my coDscience). Praj, doctor, -will the i 
of one's appetite juBtifj the use of prorocativea? In a few 
years (I suppose) jou will desire mj receipt for tdncture of 
cantharides r I do this the more unwillingly, becanse I 
am sensible that any roan is rich enough to be an epicure 
when he has nobody to entertain but himself. Adieu, 
I am, djamaU, yours. 



CCXVUI. To Wharton. 

London: Jan. 31. 1761. 

Mt Deab Doctob 

Ton seem to forget me : if it were for any other 
reason, than that you are very busy, that is, very happy, 
I should not so easily pass it over. 

I send you a Swedish & Enghsh Calendar, the first 
column is by Bei^er, a Disciple of Linnsns ; ' the 3* by 
MT Stilling^et,* (he 3* (very imperfect indeed) by me. 
you are to observe, as you tend your plantations A, take 
your walks, how tjie Spring advances in the North & 
whether Old-Park most resembles ITpsal, or Stratton.* 
this latter has on one side a barren black heath, on the 
other a light sandy loam ; all the country about it is a 
dead flat, you see, it is necessary you should know the 
situation (I do not mean any reflection upon any body's 
place) & this is Mr. Stillingfleet's description of his Friend 
IP Marsham's Seat, to w^ in summer he retires, & botau- 
ises. I have lately made an acquaintance with this Philo- 

"Coqnina Medieinafaimdatrix ett," and that "Melior M.«d!cliue 
para appellatnr itainirurn-" — Mitfbrd, 

' It will be not«d that Bergera Calendar is made from olMsrva- 
tioua at Upsalft, where at the date of this letter Limuana had been 
profesBor for more than twenty years, and whither hia leotores 
were drawing students from all parts of the world. He ie said to 
have raised the numbers at the aniverBity from five hundred to 
fifteen hundred. InUiisyear, 1761, he received apatent of nobility, 
and died in Jan. 1778. 

< See p. 139, n. I. 

' Stratton Strawlesa, in the hundred of Smith Erpinghaui. The 
Hanhams are sttll patrons of the living. Thej are the eldest 
branch of the family fiom which the Earls of Somney are descended. 
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sopher,' who liTes in a ganet here in the winter, that he 
may support some near relations, vho depend npon faim. 
he is always emploT'd, and always cbearful, and seems to 
me a very worthy honwt Han. His present scheme is to 
send some PerBone properly qualified to reside a year or 
two in Attica to make themselTes aoqaainted wi& the 
dimate, productions, & natural history of the country, 
that we may understand Aristotle & Theophrastus,' &c: 
who have been heathen-Greek to us for so many ages, 
this he has got proposed to L' Bute,* who is no nnlikely 
person to put it in execution, being himself a Botanist, 
and having now in the press a new System of Botany of 
his own writing in sererat volumes, the profits of which 

' See an account ot tir. Stillingfleet in the life prefixed to his 
works by the Rev. William Coxs, 3 vtds., Svo. A Bouuet tm him is 

Sblished in Todd's edition of Milton, vol v., p. iM.—Ma/ard. 
a ionnet was written in 1740. It is addressed to « e^iiain 
" blamelees Williamson " described as " Wrecked like an infant on 
a sava^te shore." It scarcely eipIainH itself, but it seenis to be a 
consolation for fotlnre amid tlie success of others who " soar ronnd 
on borrow'd pinions," and it ends rather prettily : 

" Nor is that man confined to this low clime 
Who but the extremest skirts of glory sees, 
. And bean celestial echoes with deUgnt." 

' Theophrastns, best known to most readers by the " Characters '* 
toanslated by La BmT^re into French, and by Jebb into Engliah, 
and the prototype of La Bmyire's own bookj was a disciple of 
Aristotle and carried on his master's porsaits m physics ; his two 
great botanical works, on the " History " and on the " Caoses " of 
plants, have come down to os, bnt not, it is stud. La a satisEsctoiy 
state. See Mitford's not« on the two Calendars, injra. 

' WolpolcL who, like Gray, was a contemporary of Bate's at 
Eton, esATB that he " studied simplee in the hedges about Twicken- 
ham." He Hoems to have pnnnied the natural sdences in Uie 
island of Bute, before he emerged to be jgroom of the stole to 
Frederick, Prince of Wales. 1 know nothmg of his Tolnmee on 
botany; bnt Wt^pole writes to Zonch, Jan. 3, '61 — "Bodies 
of sciences, that is, compilations and mangled abstracts, are tie 
only saleable commodities. . . . Wonld yon believe that Dr Hill 
earned fifteen guineas a week by working for wholesale dealers ! 
he was at once employed on six volummons works of Botany, 
Hnsboodry, etc., pnbhshed weekly." Here Croker notes that 
Hill's were among the first works in which scientific knowledge 
was pat in a pt^nlar shape by the system cd nomber pablien- 
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he gireB to D* Hill ' (the Inapector) who haa got the place 
of Ma«ter-Oaidiiier at ^nungton. reckon'd worth near 
2000£ a-jear. there ia an odd thing for jou I 

One hears nothing of the K: ; but what givoB one the 
best opinion of him imaginable : I hope, it may hold, the 
B: F: mn loose aboat ttie world, & people do not know 
how to treat them, nor they how to be treated, they visit 
and are visited: some come to the Street-door to receive 
them, & that, they say, is too mach : others to the head of 
the stairs, & that th^ think too little, no body sits down 
with them, not even in their own house, unless at a eard- 
table, 80 tiie world are like to grow very weary of the 
honour. None but the D: of T: ' enjoy ^mselves (you 
know, he always did) bat the world seems weary of this 
honour too, for a different reason. I have just heard no 
bad story of him. when he was at Sonthunpton in the 
summer, there was a Clergyman in the neighbourhood 
with two very handsome dai^hters. he had soon wind of 
them, and drop'd in for some reason or other, came ^ain 
& again, and grew funiliar enough to eat a bone of tiieir 

mutton, at last he said to the father. Miss leads a 

mighty confined life here always at home, whv can't you 
let one of them go, and take an airing now and then with 
me in my chaise ? Ah ! S' (says the Parson) do but look 
at tJiem, a couple of hale frash-colouzed hearty Wenches ! 
the; need no airing, they are well enough ; bnt there is 
their Motiier, poor Woman, haa been in a declining way 
many years, if your B: H: would give her an airing now 
& tlien, it would be doinff us a great kindness indeed I 

You see, old Wortley-Monta^e ' is dead at last at 83. 

' Poor Dr. Htllwusapposed to have defended Walpole's " Cata- 
logTis of RovfJ and Noble Aothora " ^lainst the etrictures of tiie 
"Critical Review"; the groen flattery of the defence diBensted 
Wi^pole (" Short Notes of my Life," Febroaij 10, 1759, and letter 
to Gray, February 16 of that year). Walpole to Zonch {I. e. 
«iipni) writes: " I am sorry to say this joaraevmau is one of the 
fint uuai preferred in the new niga : he is made ^{ardeaer of Ken- 
sington," ete. Croker says that the emoIninentB of the place were 
mn^ less than £2,000 a year. 

' Prince Edward, Dnke of York, th« King's yotinger brother. 
Bee Index and p. 7, n. 2, tmra. 

' Hnsband <n the faunoiuXady Mary, and the eccentric father of 
a still more eccentric eon. Walpole writes to Bentl^, Aug. 17S6 : 
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it was not mere ftrarioe, & its companion, abstinence, that 
Iropt him alive so long, he ererj daj druik (I think, it 
was) half a pint of Tokay, -w^ he imported himself frosi 
Hnng&ry in greater quaiitit;^ than he could use, and sold 
the OrerpluB for any price he chose to set npon it. he 
has left better than half a million of money: to I^j 

" Old Wortley Montaga lives on the very spot where the dragon of 
Wantley did [see tupra, p. 56, n. 4] only I believe the latter was 
much better lodged : ^oa never saw Buoh a wretched hovel ; lean, 
nnpunted, and half its nakedness barely shaded with hej^teea 
stretched till it cracks. Here the miser hoards health and money, 
hia only two objects; he has chronicles in behalf of the air, and 
battena on tokay, his aingle indulgence, as he has heard it is par- 
ticnlarly aalnta^. But the savageness of the scene would charm 

i'onr Alpine taste : it is tmnbled with fragments of monntains that 
Dok ready laid for building the world, (nie scrambles over a huge 
terrace, on which mountain ashes and various trees spring ont of 
the very rocks; and at the brow is the den, bnt not spaciona 
enough for such an inmate. However I am persuaded it furnished 
Pope with this lime, so exactly it answen to the picture : 
* On rifted rocks, the dragon's late abodes." 



[' Avidien or his wife, no matter which 



But on some lucky day (as when they f onnd 
A lost bank bill, or heard their son was drown'd,' etc., etc.] 
POPB, /m. ofSor. Sat. II. % 
There remwns an ancient odd inscription here, which has such a 
whimsical mixture of devotion and romanticness that I must tran- 
scribe it: 

' Fray for the saule of 

Thomas Wryttelay, Knicht 

for the Kyngya bode lo Edward 

the fortbe, Bychard thera. Hare the VII and Hare VlII. 

hows saale God pardon. Wyohe 

Thomas cawsyd a logs to be made 

hon thin crag ne mydya of 



Wanclife, for his plesor to her the 
hsTtes bel, in the yere of owr 
Lord, a thonsana cccccx.' 



s the noise of the 
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Mary 1200^ a-jear, in case she gives up her pretensiotui 
to dowry; and if not, it comes to liia Sou.' to the same 
son 1000j£ per an: for life only, &, after >iitn to his Danghter, 
Lady Bute, (now this son is abont 80,000^ in debt) to 
all Lady Bute's children, which are eleven, 2000^ a-piece. 
all the remainder to Lady Bute, & after her to her second 
Son, who takes the name of Wortley, & (if he fail) to the 
next in order; & after all these &. their children to L' 
Sandwich,' to whom in-preient he leaves tome old Manu- 
scripts, now I must tell you a stoi^ of Lady Mary, as 
she was on her travels, she had occasion to go somewhere 
by eea, & (to save chai^^) got a pass^e on board a Man 
of War: the ship was (I tiiink) Commodore Bamet's.' 
when he had landed her,- she told him, she knew she was 
not to offer to pay for her passage, but in consideration of 
his many civilities intreated him to wear a ring for hsx 
sake, and press'd him to accept it, w"" he did. it was an 
emerald of remarkable size and beauty, some time after, 
as he wore it, some Friend was admirmg it, Sc asking how 
he came by It. when he heard from whom it came, he 

' "To his son, on whom bIx handr«d a-year was settled, th« 
reversion of which he hu sold, he gives 1,00CU. a year for life, but 
not to descend to any children be may have by any of bis many 
wives. . . . The son, yon perceive it not bo well treated by hu 
own father as his companion Taaffe is by the French Court, where 
he lives, and is received on the best footing ; so near ia Fort 
rEvesqnetoVera^lles." (WalpoletoMann, Jan. 27). Edward Wort- 
ley Monta^, jun., ran away from school ; amid other adventnres 
turned ohimney-sweep ; married a low woman in the Fleet ; went 
abroad ; had several " wives " including Miss Aahe (for whom see 
vol. i., p. 276, u. 4) ; wore Oriental dress (see an engraving after 
Peters, facing p. 162 of Bopes's " Lady Mary Wortley Mont^n ") ; 
and, after the manner of miuny loose Englishmen, became a Ma- 
hometan. " His companion Taaffe," was an Irish adventurer with 
whom he was imprisoned in Fort l'Ev£qiie at Paris for cheating 
and robbing a Jew with whom they hod gambled. 

' The Earl of Sandwich was a Montogn, and the papers left him 
concerned the family history. See next letter. 

' Walpole {I. c. ) colls him Barnard, and odds, " A storm threaten- 
ing, he prepared the lady for it, bnt assured her there was no 
danger. She said she was not afraid, and going into a part of the 
gallery not much adapted to heroism, she wrote tbeee bnee on the 
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laagh'd & desired him to shew it to a Jeweller, whom he 
knew, the man was sent for : he onset it ; it was a paste 
not worth 40 Bhillings. 

The Minietij are much out of joint. M' P: ' much out 
of humour, hie popularity tottering, chiefly oocasion'd hj 
a Pamphlet against the Glerman War, written by tfat^ 
aquea&ing acquaintance of ours, Mr. Mauduit : * it has had 
' a TBst run. The Irish are reir intractable, even the 
L" J:" themselves J great difficulties about who shall be 
sent over to tame them: my L^ H:*** again named, but (I 

' Pitt. 

' Mitford (coniirnied by Mr. Goase), ManduU. The writer of 
"Considerations on the present German War," wsb Isrsel Man- 
dnit. In spite of the saccess of Frederick over Daun at Torgan in 
November, 1760, this pamphlet had an extraordinary effect in 
irorkine a change on the Eag;lbh mind. It was counbenaiiccd by 
Lord Hardwieke and hie faction. It dwells on espense, and mis- 



management in the War Office and the commiasanat departm< 
"How mamzines of ha)^ were shipped and re-shipped, can __ 
hither, thither, np this river, down that (nobody knowing where 



'hoTflea were to be that were to eat it) ; till at length, when 
it had reached almost the valne of bohea tea, the right place <A it 
WHS fonnd to be Emden (nearest to Britain from the first, had one 
bnt known), and not a hone wonid now taste it, bnt all snorted at 
it, so spoiled was the article." — Carlylc (" Frederick the Great," 
Bk, XX., chap, vi,); who adds, in words which liave a present 



into whose hands they are throst for saving his 

Mandnit (again to qnote Carlyle, I. e.), was "son of a Dissent- 
ing Minister in Bermondaey, and perhaps himself once a Preacher, 
bnt at this time concerned with Factor^e of wool on the great 
scale ; got soon afterwards promoted t<i be Head of the Cnstom- 
hoose at Southampton, so lovely did he seem to Bute and Comnany. 
... A growing man ever after ; came to be ' Agent for Massa- 
(^nsetts OD the Boston- IVa occasion, and agtun did Tracts ; was 
' President of the ' — in short, was a conspicuous Fiee-president, so 
let ns define him, of the general Anti-Penalty or Lile-made-Boft 
Association, with Canse of civil and religions Liberty all over the 
World, and snchlike ; and a Mandnit comfortably resonant in that 
way till he died"— in 1787 [bora 1708], 

' The Irish Lords Jnsticis. See to Hasan, Jannaiy 22nd of this 
year. 

* Holdemesse. Henee correct Mitford on Mason to Gray, 
January 8th, svpra. 
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am told) has refused it. eyerjhoAj waits for a new Par- 
liament to settle their ideas. 

I have had no gout, siiiGe ^ou went : I will not brag, 
lest it return with redoubled nolenoe. I am ver; foolish, 
<& do nothing to mark, that I erer was : I am going to 
C:** to take the freak air this fine winter for a month or so. 
we haTe had snow one day this winter, but it did not lie : 
it was several months ago. The 18'' of Jan: I took a walk 
to Ketttigh-Toum, wind N: W., bright & frost;. Therm: 
at Noon was at 42. the grass remarkablj green and 
flourishing. I obserred, on dr; banks facing the south 
that Chickweed, Dandelion, Groundsel, Bed Archangel, & 
Shepherd's Purse were beginning to flower, this is all I 
know of the Country. 

Mj best compliments to M** Wharton. I hear her 
butter is the best in the Bishoprick, and that even 
Deborah' has leam'd to spin. I rejoice jron are all in 
health, but why are jou d^ ; & blind too, or yon oould 
not TOte for F: V: 1 ' I hare abundance more to say, but 
my paper won't bear of it. Adieu ! 

1755. 

VrtU. > STRMTDN 

iBt. tsr Git^ 1>L tr w 

Haael It^ins to f. . .12 April . 23 Jaa 

Snow-dr^ F 13 April . 26 Jan. . 4 Feb. 

(White Wigtsil) \ 
appears . . / .13 April . 12 Feb. . 3 Feb. 

'ioletsF 3)lay1. 28MaT. ^ . 28 Mar. 

._now-dro] ~ 

Apricot f. 



Violets F 3 May). 28 Mar. ] . 28 Mar. 

Snow-drop goes off . • n ■ r ■ 

Apricot f. ). I April J . 



' Wharton's little daoahter. 

" Probabli^ Frederick Vane, brother 4^ the Earl of Dsrliagton, 
and at tbis time twenty-d^t years old. He died in 1801. 

' This is only an extract from the two Calendars of A. M Berger, 
St Upsal, and Mr. Stillingfleet at Stratton. See Stillinf^eet's 
Tracts, pp. 260-316. At p. 321 of the same iatercBtin;; work is 
QlTen " tlie Calendar of Flora, by Theophraatns of Athens, Lat. 
37° 26"." I am not aware of any other Dooks of this description 

eablished in England, except the " Comparative View of the two 
'alendarB kept Dy the Rev. Gilbert White, at Selbome; and hj 
WiUiam Markwick, Esq. at Catsfield, near BaHle." This is a 
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. SMAy 
. 9 May 
. 12 Bf^ 
. IBH&f 
. 13 Hay 
. 14 May 
7 May 



'. e April 
. 17 April 
. April 
. 1 April 
. 7 April 
. 3 April 
. 10 April 

; 12 April' 
. 12 April 
. 20 April 



Elm F. . . . 

ISwallow retttmii) 

(Cnckoo heard . 

{NightiDgale singB) . 

BitdiL. 

Alder L. 

Bramble L. . . . , 

ElmL. 15 May 

Uawthom L. . .15 May 

AcodaL. 15 May 

lime L 21 May 

Aspen L. 20 May 

Sycamore L. 13 April 

White Poplar L. 17 April 

Beech L 21 April 

Cbeetnut & Maple L 18 April 

Oak L 20 May . 18 April 

Aah h. 21 May . 22 April 

Ffg L 21 April 

HoiM Cbeetnnt F 12 May 

MolbenyL. 14 May 

Crab & Apple f. . . . 2 Jane . 23 April 

Cherry f. 28 May . 18 April 

Lilac T. 8 June . 27 April 

Hawthorn f. . .17 June . 10 May 

Plumb tree f. . . i 28 May . 10 April 

LiUy of y« Valley F. . . 30 May . 3 May 

Broom F. 24 April 

Mulberry L. 14 May 

Elder f. 29 June . 25 April 

Lady-Smock 1 .... 28 Hay . 18 April 
Pea & Bean f. 29 April 



Strawberries ripe 

Cherries 

Currants 

Hay cut 

Eye . 

Wheat 

Barley 



20 Jane . 9 July 

, 7Jnly . (onVi 

. 9 July . SOfJune 

7 July . (near Lond:) 18 May 

. 4 Aug. . (at Stoke) 19 June 

. 21 Aug. (latest) 16 Sept. 

. 10 Aug. . 3 Aog. . 4 Sept. 



22 April 
17 April 
24 April 
12 May 



10 Jane 



work of ^reat exactnees, and the result of as much, and as patient, 
otwervation ae, perhaps, whs ever brooght to Uie subject It is 
fmmed upon an attentive oomparieou ot the seasons, from 1768 
to 1793. See White's "Selbome," 8vo., vol. iL, pp. 121.106. It 
would be extremely useful to the lover of nature to have theae 
fonr calendare (b21 of tiiem kept in different latitodee), reprinted 
in one volume. — Mitford. 
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lat. fO- Gli" 

(Cnekoo Htlent) . .16 July 

^tbUow gone) . . . .17 Sept. 
ffitch, BliD, Sycomore, Lime.'l 

diAuge colour . . / 22 Sept. 
Asb drope its leaves . . .6 Octob : 
Elm stnpped .... 7 Octob ; 

Lime falls 12Uckib: 

Haselstripped .... ITOctob: 

N.B. — I: standfl for opening itt leavei, L. for in /tdl leaf, f: 
for begimang to flower, F: for fall bloom. 

the BUmmer flowers, espedaUy sach as blow abont the aobtice, 
I take no notice of, as they blow at the aame time in Sweden and 
in England, at least the difference is only a day or two. 

Observe, from tliia calendar it appears, that there is a 
wonderful difference between the earlier Pbtenomena of 
the Spring in Sweden &, in England, no less than 78 days 
in the flowering of the Snow-Drop, 61 days in the appear- 
ance of the Wagtail, 62 days in the bloom of the Lilac, 
43 days in the leafing of the Oak, 40 days in the blooming 
of the Cherry-tree, 36 days in the singing of the Nightin- 
gale, 33 in Uie return of the Swallow, 25 in that of the 
Cuckow, & so on. yet the summer flowers nearly keep 
time alike in both climates, the Harvest differs not a fort- 
night, some of tbe Fruits only 9 days ; nay, strawberries 
come earlier there by 13 days, than with us. the Swallow 
stays with us only 4 days longer than with them, and the 
Ashtree begins to lose its leaves within 3 da^s of the same 
time, these differences, & these uniformities I know not 
how to account for. 

M' Stillingfieet's Kalendar goes no farther than Oct: 26 ; 
but I observed, that, on Dec: 2, many of our Bose trees 
had put out new leaves, and the Laurustine, Polyanthus, 
single jellow, & bloody Wall flowers, Cytisue, and scarlet 
Geraniums were still in flower. 

Jan: 15. 1756. the Honeysuckles were in leaf, and single 
Hepatica 4 Snowdrop in flower. 

As to the noise of Birds, M' St: marks their times thus 
in Norfolk. 
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208 orat's letters. 

16 Feb; Tfanuh tanm. 

Do dMffinchsui^ 

22 Z>* Putridees pajr. 

SHMch. KodcBboiia. 

S Do Bing Dove cooes. 

14 April. Bittem bnmpa^ 

16 1>> Radotart MtOTDB. 
38 D° Blackckp Biiigs. 

Do WbitethnMLt Men. 

5 June. Goataacker (or Fera-Owl), heard in the evening. Aft^ 
tlie end of June most taide ore silent for a tune, pro- 
bably the raonltii^-aeaaon; only the Goldfinch, Yellow 
Hammer, & Crested Wren are heard to cbirp. 

7 Aug; Nuthatch ciiatlers. 

14 Do Stone Curlew whistles at nidfat 

15 Do Yonng Owb heard in the evening. 

17 Do Goatsndcer no longer beard. 
28 Do RoMne «--'-- 

Sept: Chaffinob 
I^ Woodlark einga, and Fieldhres a) 



16 Sept: Chaffinch 

25 I^ Woodlark 

27 Do Black-bird si „ 

2ft Ang. Tbmah singe. 

2 Octob: B(^ton-Crow comee. 

10 D° Woodlark in fnll song. 

Do Bingdove cooea. 

22 D" WocKdcoek retnms. 

24 Do SkyUrk sings. 

I add the order of several fruits ripening at Stoke, that 
year. 

Hantboy-Strawberry 26 June. 

Wall Dnke Cherry D" 

Early Apricot Do 

Black-heart Cherry 2 Jnly 

BsBpberry ID" 

Gooeeberry 15 D" 

Masculine Apricot D* 

Black Fig 30I>> 

Hnscle *) '^ 

Odeane \ Plamb I 18 Ang. 

Green Gage J f 

FUbert } 

Nectarine 1 

Newingt: Peach V 4 Sept: 

Morella Cherry ) 

^Ste'} "»• 

Melon 1 

Bnrgamot'Pear V 25 Do 

Blade Muscadine Grape j 
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CCXIX. To the Rev. James Brown. 

Loudon. Febnuuy 9. 1761. 

DBAS 8' 

If I have not sooaer m&de answer to your kind 
enquiries, it haa been owing to the unoertaintj I vaa wider 
aa to my own motions, now at htat, I perceive, I most staj 
here till March and part <^ April are over, ao I have ac- 
commodated mjaelf to it, and perhapa it may be better to 
come, when joxa codlin hedge is in bloom than at this dull 
seaaon. my cold, which Mx. Bickham ' told yon of, kept 
me at home above three weeks, being at first accompanied 
with a alight fever : bnt at present I am marvellous : not a 
word of the gout yet ; bnt don't say a word ; if you do, it 
will came, a fortnight ago I had two sheets from Hr. ^tt * 
dated Qenoa, Dec : 23 ; he had been thirty days in going 
from Barcelona thither, a passage often made in four; 
he apends the winter with S' Kichard Lyttelton,' and hopes 
to pass the end of the Carnaval at Milan with Loid Strath- 
more,' who has been ill atTurin, but IB now quite reco*er'd. 
He does not epeaV with transport of Andalusia (I mean of 
the Country, for he describes only that in generall, and 
refers for |«rticulan to oar meeting) ; it wants verdnre, A 
wood, and hands to cultivate it ; but Valencia and Murcia 
(he says) are one continued garden, a ahadj scene of oulti- 

■ Bee p. St, n. 2, and reff. then. 

* Thomas Pitt of Brannoek. See vol. i., p, 386, n. 4 and 

' Tb.6 htothw of Lord Lvttelton (vol. i., p. 173, n. 1). He wu 
Aide-de'Camp to the Bari of Stair at Dettingeii. He married the 
Dowager Dnchess of Bridgewetei, and was at this time on the 
Continent with her. Walpole writes to Mann, Hay 14, "dl : "I 
rejoice that yon have got Hr Pitt [at Floreneel ; make him a 
thonsand apeechea from me, and tell him bow much I aay yon will 
like one another. Yon wilt be happy too in Sir Richard Lyttelton 
and his Dncheis ; theyarethe beet hamoored people in theworld." 
Sir Richard was Qovemor of Minorca in 17U, and afterwards 
Governor of Gnemaey. He died 1770. 

* Vol i., p. 268, n. 2 and Index. 
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Tuted lauds, interspersed with cott^es of reed, and irater'd 
by a thonaaud artificial rills, a like spirit of industt; 
appears in Catalonia, be has writteii to Pa; ' also, I sup- 
pose, to the same ptirpose. 

The only remarkable thine I have to tell you is old 
Wortleya Will, and that perhaps tou knoT slre&dy. he 
died worth 600,000£. this is the least I have heaM, and 
perhaps the truest; but Lord J: and M' Montagu tell 
me to-day, it is above a Million, & tiiat be bad near 
800,000£ in Mortgages only. He gives to his Bon (who is 
50.000^ in debt) 1000^6 a year for life only, to his Wife, 
Lady Mary, (if she does not claim her dower) 1 200^ a year : 
otherwise this to go to his sou for life, and after him to 
Lady Bute, his Daughter. To all lady Bute's Children, 
w°* are eleven, 2000^ a-piece. to Lady Bute for her life 
ail the remainder (no notice of my Lord) and after her to 
her second Son, who talcea the name of Wortley, ajid so te 
all the Sons, A (1 believe) Daughters too in their order, & 
if they all die without issue, to L" Saudwich, to whom at 
present he gives some old Manuscripte about the Mont^u 
family. 

And now I must tell you a little story about Lady Mary ' 
w^ I heud lately, upon her travels (to save chaises), ahe 
got a passage in the Mediterranean, on board a Man of 
War, I think it was Commodore Bamet. when he had 
landed her safe she told him, she fcuew she was not to offer 
him money, but intreated him to accept of a ring in memory 

' Palgrave. See p. 49, n. 1 ajid Index. 

' Name erased, bnt stilll^ble. — Bo. "There is a story told by 
Mr. J. PiU [TT. Pitt] (Lord Camelford), which makes so ^lood & 
pendant to the preeeat one, that I may be escaped for givme it. 
' ' I will find you a keepsake like that the Dachess of Kingston [Hiss 
Chndleigh, bigamons Dncheas, in her Continental retirement] 
drew from the bottom of her capote for the Cousnl at Genoa, 
who had lodged her and clothed her I believe, and caressed her for 
anything I luiow. ' How do yon like this diamond ring t ' ' Very 
line, my lady I ' 'TbismbyT' <Beantifnll> 'This snoff.box?' 
'Soperbl' etc ete. etc. 'Well, Mr. Consul, yon see these 
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of her, w"* (as she preased him) he accepted : it was a. very 
large emerald, some time after, a fnead of his taking 
notice of its beauty, he told him, how he came by it: the 
Han smiled, & deeired him to shew it to a Jewdler. he 
did so ; it was nnset before him, and proved a Paste worth 
WShillingB. 

And now I am telling stories, I will tell jou another 
nothing at all to the pnrpose, nor relating to anybody I 
have been talking of. 

In the year 1688 my Lord Peterborough ' had a great 
mind to be well with Lady Sandwich ' (Mrs. Bonfoj's ' old 
friend), there was a Woman, who kept a great Coffee- 
house in Fall-Mall, & she had a miraculouB Canary-Bird, 
that piped twenty tunes. Xad^ S: was fond of such thines, 
had heard of, & seen the bird. Lord P: came to uie 
Woman, and ofFered her a large sum of money for it ; but 
she was rich, & proud of it, and would not part with it 
for love or money, however he watch'd the bird narrowly, 
observed all its marks and features, went and bought just 
such another, sauntered into the Coffee-room, took his 
opportunity when no one was by, slipped the wrong bird 
into the cage, & the right into his pocket, & went off un- 
discover'd to make my U Sandwich happy, this was just 
about the time of the Bevolution; &, a good while after, 
going into the same Coffee-house i^;ain he saw his bird 
there, & said, well, I reckon, you would give your ears now, 
that you had taken my money, money ! (says the Woman) 
no, nor ten times that money now ; dear UtUe Creatnre ; 
for, if your L* will believe me (aa I am a Christian it is 
true,) it has moped & moped, and never once opened its 
pretty lips, since the day tliat the poor king * went away ! 

' Charles Mordannt, the brilliant, wayward, and eccratric Earl, 
the hero of Moatjuich. 

' She was the wife of the second Earl Sandwich, eon of Pepys' 
patron. Her hosband died Febmaiy, 1689, and she iDDSt have 
long survived him, if she knew Mrs. Bonfoy, except in the cliild- 
hooa of the latter. 

* She died in 1763. See vol. i., p. 2S1. 

* The good woman of a eoffee-non 
for a while, 
ice he was o 
ing." 
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Adieu, Old Pa: ' (spite of his misfoitunes) talks of coming 
to Town this spring : could not you come too ? Mj serrice 
to M' Lyon.' 



CCXX. To Wharton. 

Dbab Doctob 

I have been very naughty, I confess ; but I in- 
formed your brother' a ^rood while ^o, that both your 
letters came safe to my hands, the first indeed which 
went to Cambridge, had had its seal broken, which natur- 
ally, 1 should have attributed to the curiosity of somebody 
nt Durham : but as Mr. Brown (who, you know, is care itselQ 
sent it me without taking notice of any such thing, I rather 
believe it was mere accident, and happen'd, after it had 
pass'd thro' his hands. 

1 long to see you, but my visit mustbedefer'd to another 
year, for Mr. Jauncey' having lost his Bishop, and having 
settled his son in a curacy, means to let his house entire, & 
in September I shall be forced to look out for another place, 
& must have the plague of removing, the glass manu- 
facture in Worceater:" (I tun told) has fail'd. Mr. Price' 
here has left off business, & retirsd into Wales : the Per- 
son, who succeeds him, does not pretend to be acquainted 
with all the secrets of his art. the Man at York is now in 
Town, exhibiting some specimens of his skill to the Society 
of Arts : him (you say) you have already consulted, coats 
of Arms will doubtless be expensive CE*rice used to have 
five Guineas for a very plain one) figures much more ho. 
unless therefore you can pick up some remnants of old 

' Palgr&ve. Seep. 49,ti. 1. I havenodnetohis"niUfortuQe8." 

^ Thomas Lyon, a Fellow -coin mouer, and made this year (1761) 
Fellow, of Pembroke. James Philip, for whom see vol L, p. 327, 
n. 3, was by this time either in India or on his way thither. 

' I incline to think that the " M' JoDathan", a, pozzUnf; name 
in this oorreapoDdenco, is thia hrother, Mr. Jonathan (WlMrton), 
resident in London, and meeting Gray from time to time. 

' Gray's landlord in Southampton Kow. See p. M, nn. 3 and 4. 

' William Price (d. July 16, 1765) the most reputed glass painter 
of his time, whose mannfactory was in KirW Street, Hatlon 
GardeD, He worked at the windows in Weatmmster Abbev from 
1722 to 1735.— Jtfr. Gou^. 
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painted glass, w"' are sometimeB met ndtli in fann-hoases, 
Uttle out-of-the-way cliurclieB & Teatriea, and even at 
countrj-glasierB' shops, &a: I should advise to buy plain 
coloured glass (for v^ they ask here in S' Martin's ikne 5s: 
a pound, but it is sold at Tork for 2 or 3b:) and make up the 
tops of TOUT -windows iu a mostuck of yonr own fanOT. the 
glass will come to you in square plates, (some part of w°^ ia 
always wrinkled &• full of Httle bubbles, so yon must allow 
for waste), any glasier can cut it into yttaireb, & you can 
dispose the pattern & colours, red, blew, purple, & yellow 
(there is also green, if you like it) as well or better than the 
Artisan himself, and certainly much cheaper. I would not 
border it with the same, least the room should be too dark, 
nor ' should the qua/rrtU of clear glass be too small (in the 
lower port of the window) ; if they are but tum'd comer- 
ways, it is enough to give it a gothic aspect, if there is 
anything to see (tho' it be but a tree) I should put a very 
large diamond-paue in the midst of each division. 

I had rather Major G: " throw'd away his money, than 
somebody else, it is not worth while even to succeed, unless 
gratis; nor in any case to be attempted without the B: 
absolute concurrence. I wish you joy of I^ Squire's 
Bishoprick : ' he keeps both his livings, & is the happiest 
of Devils. Stonhewer, who is coming, will (if you see 
him) tell you more news viva voce, thui I could write: I 
therefore do not tap that chapter, my best services to 
Mrs. WhartoD, 1 am ever truly 

Tours 

May 9 1761. 

I am at last going to Cambridge : 
it is strange else. 

' Mitford (conRrmed by Mr. Goese) " For." 
° I have no dae here. The Buhop is probably the Bishop of 
Dnrham. 
» Of St. David's. See vol i., p. 3*8, n. 2. 
-* Addresaed to Dr. Thomas Wharton at Old Park near Dnrham. 
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CCXXI. To il^ Rev. Jamea BrovM. 

May 26, 17«1. 
Dkab Sib 

I tbftnk joa for your kind eaquiries and im- 
patieDce about me. Had I not been so often disappointed 
before, wben I thought myself sure, I should have in- 
formed you before this time of my motions. I thought I 
vas just setting out for Cambridge, when the man on whom 
I have a mortgage gave me notice that he WEts ready to pay 
in his money ; so that now I must necesaarily stay to re- 
ceive it, and it will be (to be sure) the middle of June 
before I can see Cambridge, where I have long wished to 
be. Montagu' had thoughts of going thither with me, 
but I know not what his pres^it mtentions may be. He 
is in real affliction for the loss of Sir W. 'Williams, who has 
left him one of his executors, and (as I doubt his af^rs 
were a good deal embarrassed) he possibly may be detained 
in town on that account. Mason too talked of staying 
part of the summer with me at Pembroke, but this may 
perhaps be only talk. My Lord * goes into Torkshire this 
summer, so I suppose the parson must go with him. You 
will not see any advertisement till next winter at soonest. 
Southwell* is going to Ireland for two months, much 
i^ainst his will. I have not seen my new Lady E.* but 
her husband I have ; so (Tm afraid) I soon must have 
that honour. Ood send * may Ue in just about the 

' Frederick, vol. L, p. 365, n. 3, where for Jan. 9, 1761 (Uitford), 
read Jan. 9,1762. WolpDlewriteg toGeorgeMoDta^.Miiy 14, '61, 
" Sir W. Williams has made Fred. Monti^ heir to ail his debte." 

' Lord Holdernesae.— itft^ftmi 

' See n. G on following letter. 

* By Lady E I have no doubt that Gray meant the mfe of 

his fnend Sir Henry ErekiBe, who married this year. She was 
Miss Jenny WedderDum. A son was born next year. Sir Henry 
was at this date Colonel of the 2&th B^jiment, and died in 1765, 
being then Major-General, M,F. for Anstmther, Secretaiy of the 
Order of the Thistle, and Colonel of the lat Regiment of Foot.— 
From Milord. 

' This, however singnlarly expressed, no donbt refers to the 
Dnke of Newcastle, wb«ee presence at the Cambridge Commence- 
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commencement, or I go out of mj wits, that is all. The 
news of the surrender of Belleiale ' is daily expected. They 
faaye not, nor (they say) possibly can, throw in either men 
or proyiaions ; bo it is looked upon as ours. I know it will 
be so next week, because I am then to buy into the Stocks, 
God bless yon. — 1 am ever yours, T. Or. 



CCXXIL To Wharton. 

Deas Coctob 

When I received your letter I was still detuned 
in Town : but am now at last got to Cambridge. I applied 
immediately to ly Ashton' (who was nearest at hand) for 
information as to the expenses of Eton without naming any 
one's name. He returned me the dvilett of answers, & 
that if the boy was to be on the foundation, I had no more 
to do but send him to him, and the business should be done. 
as to the charges, he was goii^ to Eton, & would send me 
an account from thence ; w*^ he did accordingly on Sunday 
last, & here it is enclosed with his second letter. Tou will 
ea^y conceive, that there must be additional espenoes, that 
can be reduced to no rules, as pocket-money, cloths, books, 
&c : <& w°'' are left to a Father's own discretion. 

My notion is, that your Nephew being an only Son, & 
rather of a delicate constitation, ought not to be exposed 
to the hardships of the College. I Imow, that the expence 
in that way is much lessen'd ; but your Brother has but 
one Son, & can afford to breed him an Oppidant.* I know, 
that a Colleger* is sooner form'd to scume in the world, 

meutGraySippearstohaveaiucb disliked. See to Mason, June 20th, 
1768, Jnne 7tB, 1760.— From Jtf^/brrf. 

' La Palais, the citadel of Belle-Ile, capitulated on the 7tb of 
June, more than a month after the death of Sir W. WillisAis. 
(See uotei on No. xx. of Pitt Presa ed. of Gray'a poems.) 

' As one of the Fellows of Eton. See voL i., p. 11, n. 1. 

' An nnnaoal fonn. The name for boys not on the foundation, 
who now form the bulk of the school, is (i^ipHfan*. William Malim, 
Head-master from 1561 to 1071, calk them oppidani, and they are 
" opjdans " in the Eton Audit Book, lOfiT-lSSS. An earlier name 
was commeamUe*. 

* ■ ' One of the chief reasons for Hodgson's accepting the Provoat- 
ship (in ISIO) was a wish to do eometuiug to better the condition 
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thftt is, by dmbbioi; A fyreony is made more hardj or mote 
cnnniiig, but theee in mj eyes are no such deairable aoqui- 
sitioui: I know too, tliat & certain (or very prabable') 
provision tot life ifl a thing to be vish'd: but fou must 
remember, what a thing a fellow of King's is. in short 70a 
will Judge for yourselvea, if you accept my good JWamT* 
offer, I wUl proceed accordingly : if not, we will thank him, 
& willingly let him recommend to us a cheap boarding- 
house, not disdaining his protection & encouragement, if 
it can be of any little use to your Nephew. He has married 
one of Amyand's Sisters with 12,000£: (I suppose you 
know her; she is an enchanting object!), and he is settled 
in the Preadiership of Lincolna-Inn. 

Sure M' Jon:.' or some one has told you, how your good 

of the ooU^gerB, which, if it had altered at all, lisd altered for the 
WMse, in the conise of caitories dariDS which the English people 
liad steadily been giowing mora tefluea in their mode m linng.'' — 
Ljte's " Eton," p. 415 tq. Many stories were told of the "Long 
Ghsmbw " (rf the cdle^eis, amoofst others, that an applicant was 
at OKM aec«)ted as " a good life at an insnnnce office, when it 
was known that he had anrviTed its horron, 

' Becaoee, as a colleger, he weold probably b« on the R^[iBter 
for King's, and once elected scholar 01 King's, he coold proceed to 
his Fellowship almost as a matter of course. Some letters of 
Ashton to West, pp. 72-77, in "Gray and His Friends," throw 
light on the syst^ as it worked in 173& Gray's disparaging 
estimate of the Fellows was partially true at this date ; laxness 
was almost inevitable in young men who obtained a d^ree and a 
provision for life without examination and without efforL The 
<»ily distinction open to them in Gray's day was the Craven 
Uuversi^ Sobalarsliip, and it was won (poAiaps without tb» 
Btrennons competition of our times) by Battle in l72fi, by Foster 
(afterwardn Head-master of Eton) in 1760, and by Davies (after- 
wards Head-master and Provost) in 1757, all three being King's 
men. It would be easy to show that, "in spite of all temptatjons," 
there were many at King's who, long before it was delivered bnia 
what Macanlav calls its "degrading fate "as a meraappaidsge to 
Eton,werestuaionaaada<soompliahed men, and daring many genera- 
ad-masters (ioSodii 



Hawteey) who were qoito on a level with the sdMlarship of their 

Three yeatn after Giay's death Porson was entered on the 
foundation at Eton, but too late to snoeesd to Kinf^s ; peifaape 
fortunately for him and the world, for the temptation to indolence 
might in his case have proved iireidatibla 

^Seen. 4, on letter to Wharton, May », mpra. 
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Friend, Mr. L: ' ha& been horsewMp'd, trampled, bruised, 

and p d npon, by a W Mackenzie, a sturdy Seotoh 

Woman, it was done in an Inn-yard at Hampstead in 

1 "Jemmy" Lnmley (Walpole to G. Montaga, Hay 14, '61). 
"Jemmy "was the Heventh son of Uie first Eu-1 of Searbron^, 
who, Bs Lord Lnmley, had fonght for James II. at Sedgemoor, and 
puraned Monmonth, but in 1688 supported the Revolution and 
seized Newcastle tor Wiltiam. " Jemmy " wa« illiterate, a kind 
of Tony Lumpkin. In 174fi (see Walpole to Mentava, June 2fi) 
he would write his eardf! of invitation himself, and deuied " ' ~'~ 
compaoy and ghe't com^ny, with other piec 
graphy. The incident m the text was this 
playing cards with Mrs- Mackeiude, Lucy Southwell, " that cnrtBeys 
like a bear," and another lady, at his own house. He loet £2,000 
to Mis, Kkckenzie and refused to pay, believing he had been 
cheated. He did not, it appean, enepect Lncy Sontbwell, for he 
invited her and her ustet shortly after to dine with Mm at Hamp- 
stead. Here Mis. Mackenzie tnrned np, and politely requested 
payment, which being refused, she " took a horsewhip from beneath 
her hoop and feU upon him wiui as much vehemence aa the Empress- 

ij -p^j, tha King of Pmeaia, if ^e eonld catch him 

arden of Hampstead." The SunthwetU decamped 






Sieen would upon the King of Pmeaia, if she eould catch him 
one in the Burden of Hampstead." The SuuthwetU decamped 
lest the^ should have to pay for the dinner, though they had pre' 
pared tm pockets, says the malidouB WaJpole, to carry off the 
leavinn 

To tne heroine of this story I have no dne ; 1 only note that the 
great-grandfather of the favourite Bute was a Mackenzie, and that 
the EstI's hrother took the name on succeeding to the Mackenzie 
lands. If she was "ub" to this important fantily, elie might have 
come to town on the strength of it. The Sonuiwells are also a 
mysteiy. I conjecture that th^ belonsed to a collatMal branch 
of the same family as Grav's SoathweU (see letter, Dec 10, '60). 
Johnson knew and praised for his good manners a Lord Southwell, 
2nd Baron (he had an evil reputation as a gambler), who died in 
1766, and this Lord bad a brother Edmund, one of Johnson's queer 
friends, who lived from hand to mouth. As late as 1773 Johnson 
writes toHrs. Thrale, "I was yesterday with Miss Lncy Southwell 
and Mrs. Williams at Mr. Southwell'a Miss Frances Southwell 
is not welL" These may be the ladies of the adventore at Hamp- 
stead, perh^e daughters ctf Edmund Sontiiwell. Gray's Son thweD, 
whoever he may have been, can hardly be the young man of whom 
Johnson wrotetoBarattiiu Italy, June lOth, 1761, "By conducting 



Mr. Southwell to Venice, you nilfilled, I know, the original « 
tract 1 yet I would wish you not wholly to lose him nom max 
notice, but to recommend him to such acquaintance as may (test 



Q town before December lOtb, 1760 ; whereaa Barettd, if his own 
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the £ace of day, & he has put her ia the Crown-Office, it 
ia rerjr true. I vill not dela; this letter to tell yon any 
more atoriee. Adieu ! I am ever 

Yours 

TCh 
Pembroke-Hall June 23 1761.' 

Mr. Brown (the petii bon-Aomme) joins his compliments 
to mine, A presents them to yon and Mrs. Wluu-ton. 

I hare been dreadfully disappointed in Bousseati's 
Heloise : but Mason admires it. 



CCXXm. To Wharton. 
Deab Doctob 

As you and M* 'R: Wharton seem determined for 
the foundation, I shall say no more on that subject : it is 
pity you could not resolre sooner, for I fear you are now 
too late, & must defer your design till the next year, as 
the Election at Eton b^ins this day se'nnigbt, and your 
nephew ought to be there on the evening of tiie 27*^ at 
farthest, w^ is scarce possible, yon have never told me 
hia age : but (I suppose) you know, that aftor 15 compleat 
boys are excluded horn the election, and that a Certificate 
of their age (that is, an extract from the Pariah-Begister, 
where they were baptized,) is always required, w** must 
be attested and signed by the Minister and Churchwardens* 
of tlie said I^ri^. Your Nephew (I imagine) is much 
younger than fifteen, & therefore there will be no great 
incouTenienoe if he should be placed at Eton, whenever it 
suits M' Wharton to carry him, and there wait for the 
next election, this is commonly practised, & IV A: (I do 
not doubt) will be equally ready to serve him then, aa 

account is to be tnuted, only reached Genoa, by sea, on Novem- 
ber IStb. It is qnite panible Uutt these were two foolish ytmag 
persons of the taiue name and lineaee abroad at the same time. 

' 1 fonnd this date, bat Hitford eiveB Jan. confirmed inde- 
pendently by Mr. Gosse's January. I ehonld else have snppoeed 
that the text in Hitford was only a misprint, espedaUy as, in 
spite of it, be has placed this letter nghtly, while Mr. Gossehas not. 

' The attestation (d the Cbnrcbwmidens is no longer neeessaiy. 
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now. he will probably be placed pretty high in the 
School, having had the Bame education, that is in nee 
there, & vill hare time to familiarize himself to the place, 
before he actually enters the College. I have waited to 
know your intentions, before I could answer D' A:' letter; 
& wish you would now write to me, what yon finally de- 
termine, there is ft Month's Breakicg-up immediately 
after the Electioa (w*^ lasts a week) so it is probable 
M^ Wharton will hardly send his Son till those holidays 
areorer. 

I do not mention the subject you hint at for the same 
reason you give me ; it should be offer'd, and clear of all 
taxes, before I would go into it, in spite of the minee in 
America, on which I congratulate you. 

I shall hope to see Old-Park next summer, if I am not 
bed-rid, bnt who can tell ? ST Brown presente his best 
services to the family with mine: he is older than I. 
Adieu, the Post waits ! I am erer truly 

Tours 
TG: 

July 19 . . . Pemb: Colli ' 



CCXXIV. Mcuon to Gray. 

Aston, July QOtti, 1761. 

I>EAB Ub. GbAY, 

The old man was really dying when I wrote to 
you from Stilton ; but, in spite of all his old complaints, 
m spite of an added fever and fistula, he still holds out, 
has had strength to undergo two operations, and is in 
hopes of a perfect recovery. However, if he ever does die. 
I am now snre of succeeding him, and I find the object 
of much more importance thui I at first thought, for, one 
year with another, by fines, £c., the preferment is good 
230(. per annum. 

The Coronation, &c. prevente Lady Holdemesse from 
coming into the North ; but I am to meet hia lordship at 
Poncaster the day after to-morrow, and proceed with him 

' Written over this date is 1761, not in Gray's writing. 
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to Asbe and Hornby.' He will stay in the eonntry only 
tiiree weeks, and I ahall follow bim to town throe weeni 
after, as my waiting falls in the Coronataoa month. I 
wish yon would write me an epithalamic sermon. It 
oonld not fail but get me a mitre, next in goodness to 
Squire's. 

This letter is merely to tdl you my motions, and so beg 
you will write to me, under his lordship's cover, to Aaker 
near Kohmond. I was at Ghatsworth last week, and had 
the pleasure to find Lord John * perfectly recovered. Hy 
love to Mr. Brown. 

Believe me, dear Mr. Gray, 

Most cordially yonre, 

W. Masod. 



OOXIV. To Mason. 

Angnat 1761. 
DsakMabok 

Be assured your York canon never will die,' so 
the better the thing is in value the worse for you. The 



ffunily ; irom whom it descended to the Darciea, and from tnem 
to the Osbonies. The laM Dake of Leeds lived mora at Hornby 
than at any other seat of his. It most not be confonnded wita 
another Hornby CatUe, at no tmaA dUtance from it, is Laucaahire. 
—Mitford. 

' Aeke, in RiehmODdBfaire, now the seat of the Earl of Zetland : 
it is a hamlet in the pariah of Easby. It was the seat <rf Sir 
Conyers Darcy, K.B., who died there m Dec. 1758, Sir Conyera 
won Lord-Lientenant of the North Riding, and in Parliament for 
lUchmond and for Yorkshire ; besidee holding offices abont tiie 
Conrt. He was guardian to the last Earl of Holdemaste during 
his long minarity, when he resided much at Aske, and waa in the 
house at Aaton when the great fire occmred in a night devoted to 
Christinas feativities. Sv Conyers had no children, and Aake 
would paae to tbe Earl his nephew, and was probably sold by the 
Dardea or Osbomes to Uie Dnndaa family. —Mitfird. 

* Lord John Cavendish : see Lord Hahon'a HiaL iiL 287, and 
r. V>.~MUford. T. nS. in Index. 

* This was written at a time when, by the favour of Dr. Fonn- 
tayne, Dean of York, I expected to be made a Residentiary in his 
cathedra}. — Matoti. 
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true way to immortality is to get yon nominated one's 
successor. Age and diseaseB vanish at your name, fevers 
turn to radical heat, and fistulas to issues. It is a judg- 
ment that waits on your insatiable avarice. You coidd 
not let the poor old man die at his ease when he vas 
about it; and all his family, I suppose, are cursing you 
for it. 

I should thinlc your motions, if you are not perverse, 
might be so contaived as to bring you hither tor a week or 
two in your way to the Coronation, and then we may go 
together to town, where I most be early in Septemb^. 
Do, and then I will help you to write a . . . serm(m on 
this happy occasion. Our friend Jeremy Bickham' is 
going oS to a living (better than <6400 a-year) somewhere 
in the neighbourhood of Mr. Hurd ; and Ms old fiame, that 
he has nursed so many years, goes with him. I tell you 
this to make you pine. 

I wrote to Lord John * on his recovery, and he answers 
me very chearfully, as if his illness had been but slight, 
and the pleurisy were no more than a hole in one's stock- 
ing. He got it, he says, not by scampering, and racketing, 
and heating his blood, as I had supposed, but by going 
with ladies to YauzhalL He is the picture (and pray so 
tell him if you see him) of an old alderman that I knew, 

' Seevol.L,p. 341,a. 7; voL ii., p.Sl,ii.3. Hurd's living was 
Thurcaston in Leiceelershire (vol. i., p. 347, d. 3) ; Bickham's was 
Loughborouch, also in the gift ol Eiruniiitiiel Colleee ; about right 
miles from Thurcaston by road. Bickbam waa B.A., 1740, M.A., 
1744, B.D., 1751, D.D., 1774, He was ooUated to the Arch- 
deaconry of Ii«tceBt«r in 1762. He is described in Fletoher's little 
book, " The Rector? of Loaghborough," m " an excellent preacher, 
whose voice well GUed the chorch '^— a large one. " A bmiBer in 
his youth,"— be proved himseU, as incnmbent, pugnacious for hia 
rigbts, for he had several snita, some of them snccessfnl, for the 
payment of his tithes in kind, instead of that hngbear of the 
clergy, the modw. It appears from hia monument in Loagh- 
borough Church that be oied in his seventy-seventh year (Dec. 
23rd, 1786) ; his wife " Sarah " was nearly four years older than 
himself, bnt died more than fom: years before Mm, May 2Slh, 
17S1. He bequeathed a valuable library to the Rectory ; it is stQl 
preserved there, and contains many lotio volnmes. I owe the 
subetanoe of this note to my friend the Rev. T. Pitta, Rector of 
Loughborough, formerly fellow of Emmanuel. 

* Lord Joan Cavendish. 
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who, after livisg forty jeara on the fat of the land (not 
milk and honey, but arra«k-piiiich and venison), and losing 
his great toe with a mortification, said to the laat that he 
owed it to two grapes which he ate one day after dinner. 
He felt ihem lie cold at his stomach the minute they were 

Mr. AfoDt^u' (as I gueaa at your instigation) has 
earnestly desired me to write some lines to be put on a 
monumeBt,' which he means to erect at BelEeisle. It is a 
taslc I do not lore, knowii^ Sir W. Williams so slightly 
as I did ; but he is so friendly a person, and his afflictten 
seemed to me so real, that I could not refuse him. I hare 
sent him the following verses, which I neither like myself, 
nor will he, I doubt : however, I have showed him that T 
wished to oblige him. Tell me your real opinion r — 

Here foremost in the dang'rons patba of fame, 
Young Williams fought for England's fair renown ; 

His mina each mnse, each grace adom'd hu frame. 
Nor envy dared to view Mm with a frown. 

At Aix nncail'd his niiuden ewoid be drew,' 
There fint in blood his infant glory * seal'd ; 



was not ekccntod. — Maton (note on the verses). There woud 
natorally he difficnities in the way of erectine a monament to (me 
of the victors in so brief an occupation, unless it could be done 
very speedily. Belle-IIe, which became ours only on the 7th of 
June of this year, was exchanged for Minorca by the treaty of 
Paris early in 1763. 

' Mason did not i^ve these verses with the letter, bat inchided 
them in his first volnme with the poems. Mittord was the first to 
copy them, as he fonnd them in Gray's handwriting. I lack 
evidence that the varialionH which Mason's text offers were due to 
anbaeqnent alterations by Gray. Perhaps therefore this line as 
commonly printed 

" At Aix his voluntary sword he drew " 
imitated by Scott (" Marmion," lutrodnction to Canto IV.), 

" Since riding ride by side our hand 

First drew the voluntary brand " 
is really MaB<m's embrtddery on Gray. See vol. i., p. 36B, n. 4; 
vol. ii., p. 10, n. 2. 
* "Honor." — Maton. 
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From fortDue, plesaare, science, tove, be flew. 
And Bcom'd repose when Britain took the field. 

With eyes of flame and cool intrepid ' breast, 
Victor he stood ' on Belleisle's rockr steeps ; 

Ah Kallaut yontb ! this marble tells tue rest, 
Where melancholy friendBhip bends and weeps. 

Three words below to say who set up the moaument. 



CCXXVI. To the Bev. Thomas Percy. 

[August, 1761 'J 
(a) M' Q-raj presents his compliments to M' Piercj & 
is very sorry for the mistake he has made, concluded tiiat 
he was lodged at Maudlin, & therefore sent the book this 
morning to M' Blakeway's ' Chambers, where he imagined 
M' Piercy to be. 

The l^ssenger is a little in liquor, therefore have a care 
of sending him to fetch it. the letter * was in the book, 
w"* TJC Gray thought was deliver'd to M* P: own hands 
* viz. M' Evan Evan's ' Letter. 



" Some village Hampden that with daanUeas breast," etc. 
choee another epithet here. 

' The less diamatie fact is said to have been that more than a 
month before tlie surrender, he wandered in reokleaa despondency 



on the Pseudo-rhythmiiB he mentions having read "Death and 
Life in two fitts ^ and SaOtiah Field in a MS. collection belong- 
ing to the Bev. Mr. Thomas Percy in 1761. It therefore is perhaps 
later in Angnst than the preceding letter to Mason of that month 
and year. The fra^«it on the Abbot of Meux belongs to the 
note ta Percy, and Mason was at the time with Gray at Cambiidge 
as in the letter to Mason it b soggested he should be. 

* "To Mr. Blakeway, late tellow of H^dalen College, the 
Editor owes all the assistance received from the Fepysian litnrary " 
(Preface to " Beliqnes of Ancient English Poetry,'' 1766). Blake- 
w^ took his degree from Magdalene College as 11th wrangler in 
17H. 

' See p. 146, n. 2 of this vol. 
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(/)) (On a separate piece of paper) 

THE ABBOT OF MEWK. 

Look in a Map of tlie East-ridii^ of Yorkshire, & joa 
will see, that at a few miles distance — north of Ldcenfield 
lies Watton ; to the South lies Beverley (the nsual Bnrying- 
Flace of the Perciea) ; & to the S. East the Ahhej of 
Meanz, of which there are still some remuns risible ; the 
name is pronounced Mensi. (M* Mason dictates this note) 

M' PeniT's note therefore is wrong. 

OCXXVII. To Wliarion. 

DlUB DoOTOK 

I am just come to Town, where I shall sta^ 
ail weeks or more, and (if you will send jour dimen- 
sions) will look ont for papers at the shope. I own I 
never yet saw any Gothic papers to my fancy, ^ere 
is one fault, that is in the nature of the thing, and cannot 
be avoided, the great beauty of all Gothlck designs is 
the variety of perspectives they occasion, this a Painter 
may represent on the walls of a room in some measure ; 
but not a Designer of Papers, where, what is repre- 
sented on one breadth, must be exactly repeated on 
another, both in the light & shade, and in the dimen- 
sions, this we cannot help ; but they do not even do 
what they might : they neglect Hollar,' to copy Mr. Half- 

' We are all familtar with HoIIst'b prints, which enable hb to 
realize better Uiaii any verbal description the ontwe^ aspeet of 
hie world. His history is wortli recording, even at the peril 
of a disciuraive note. He was bom at n^gne in 1007, and 
was bnjied at St. Margaret's, Westminster, in 1677. He waa 
taken up by the Earl i)l Anmdel (of the Amndel Marbles), came 
to England in 1M7, and made in his first year here his View 
of Greenwich, for the plat« of which be received tliirtv Bhillini«. 
Spite of patronage, he worked for fonipence sjt hour. He 
passed inti the service of the Dnke of York (James II.), and 
waa besi^ted, with Injgo Jnnes, in Bosii^ House, working even 
there (Carlfle'H "Cromwell," Pt. li.. Letter S3); was taken 
prisoner, but seems to have made his way to Lord Arundel at 
Antwerp. Eight yean later he returned to London, and laboured 
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penny's ' architecture, so that all they do is more lite a 
goose pie than a cathedral, you seem to suppose, that 
uiey do Qothic papers in colours, but I never saw any but 
sui^ as were to look like Stucco : nor indeed do I conceive 
that they could have any effect or meaning, lastly, I never 
saw anything of gilding, such as you mention, ou paper, 
but we shaU see. only pray leave as little to my judg- 
ment as possible. 

I thanli'd ly Ashton before you told me to do so. he 
writes me word, that (except the first Sunday of a month), 
he believes, he shall be at Eton till the middle of No- 
vember; & (as he now knows the person in questior^ is 
your nephew) adds, I remember D' Wharton with great 
pleasure, and beg you will signi^ as much to him, when 
you write. 

for booksellen at starvatiou prices. He lost hia son, a promtHinfi 
artist, in the great plague. Hia viewe, inAps and plane, ana 
" Prospect of London, as it was flourishtug before the destruction 
l^ flre/' are invaluable. Charles II. sent him to Tangier, to draw 
the town and forts. In spite of anch occasionaJ favonra, when he 
was dying he had to beg the bailifTs not to carry awav the bed 
from nnder him. It ia of course of his plates of bnildinge, 
exteriors or interiors, that Gray ia thinking j bnt hia variety was 
liinitlees, and " no one," it has been said, " has ever been able to 
represent fur, or shells, or a bntterfly's wing, as he has done." 
<"Enc. Brit," Hollar.) 

I William Hal^Mnny, who described himself occasionally as 
Architect and Caroentar, had pnUished a new edition of " Frac- 

tecture ii . v . . . 

in Pnrvo or the Marrow of Architectare,' showiuK how to draw a. 
Column with its Base, Capital, Entablature and Pedestal ; And 
also an Arch of any of the live Orders And dnly limit the Rise 
and Projection of every one, even the smallest Member According 
to the iStiportions laid down by the most celebrated Palladio, to 
y* utmost d^rees of Exactness and Speed possible. 

"So plain & so easy that a Vouug Gentleman tho' an utter 
stranger toy* Art raayapprehend the whole by seeing one Example 
wrought in a Method Entirely new." 

I was moved tr ■"■' ■-' 

"Practical Arch , 

material and labour may perhaps I 

Economists) contains anything that coold be copied on wall-paper. 

What Gray is thinking of is doubtless " New designs for Chinese 
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The king is just married, it is the hottest night in the 
year. Adieu, it is late, — I am erer 

Toon 
TG: 
Tnesday.' 



CCXXVIII. To the Bet. Jamea Brown. 

1761. 
Dear Sib 

I hope to send you the first intelligence of the 
Church preferments, though such is your ea^mess there * 
for this sort of news, that perhaps mine may be stale before 
it can reach yon. Drummood' is Archbishop of York, 
Hayter' Bishopof London, Toung* of Norwich, Newton of 
Bristol,' with the residentiatyship of St. Paul's ; Thomas ^ 



' Date, bv another hand, Septr 8 1761. 
' At Camaridge. 



Salisbury from St. Asaph. He was a Weetminster and Christ 
Church man, and had been chaplain to Geoige II. in the Dettin^en 
campaign (1743). 

* The Bishop of Norwich who, as we have already seen, had 
been tntor to the King. Hitfrad says that tbin appointment 
annoyed and dieappointad Warbnrtan. There is no eridenee 
of thii : the penion whom Warbnrton eyed malignantly was 
Torrick, made Bishop of London in 176i. (See Gray to Wharton, 



He 1b the Newton of the " Diuiertation on the T , 
published also an annotated edition of Milton's poems, 
became Dean of St. Panl's in 1768, and is buried there. He died 
in 17S2, at the ace of seventy-Beren. There is a monument to him 
in the chnroh of St. Mary-le-Bow. 

' This was the Dr. John Thomas who had been Bishop (rf 
Lincoln since 1744. He sneoeeded (for the snoeesBion of Dmm- 
mond was only, as we hare Been, fonnid) another Dr. Jobt 
Thwnaa, who had been Bishop of Satisburyainee 17S7. This latter 
Dr. John Thomas was promoted (1761 ) to Winchester (on the death 
of Hoadley, of the Bangorian eontroversy). He had been one irf 
the tntors of the King. The epiBcopal game of pnse-in-the-comer 
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goes to Salisbury ; Q^reene,' of Ben'et, to Lincola ; James 
Yorke succeeds to his deanery. 

As to the Queen,* why you have all seea her. What' 
need I tell you that she is thin, and not tall, fine, clear, 
light brown hair (not veir light neither), very white teeth, 

month , nose straight and well-formed, turned up a 

little at the end, and noatril rather wide ; compleiion little 
indining to yellow, but little colour ; dark and not lai^ 
eyes, hand and arm not perfect, very genteel motiooB, 
great spirits, and much conversation. She speaks French 
very currently. This is all I know, but do not cite me 
for it- 
Mason is come, but I have not seen him ; he walks at 
the CoroDation. I shall see the show, but whether in the 
Hall, or only the Procession, I do not know yet It is 
beliered places will be cheap. Adieu. 

' See to Huon. Aug. 7, 1700, wh«iB this time we get mixed 
between John and Tbomaa. From the Dewierv uf Linooln JoIm 
passed to the Bisboprie at that See : and Jamai Yorke, fifth son of 
thefamouaChancellor, succeeded hun as De&n of Lincoln, beinsat 
this time onl; thirty-one years old. James Yorke became Bisoop 



m'a M folt par nne amie aotnellement k Sttelits avec elle ! C«tte 
prinMsae est de meniie tallle, plfllot giande qae petite. La toille 
fine, la dimoiehe aisje, la gorge joKe, lea mains ansri, le visage 
rond, les yenx bleiu et donee (tie), la boveke grtavit 'hub blen 
bmrd^, d'nn foit bel incarnat, et les pins belles dentn dn monde, 
que I'oQvrit [tqn'elle onTrit] tont«e d^ qa'elle porle oa ril, 
extrfimement blanche, dansont trfea Men, I'air ext'4mement 
g»eienx et occneillaot, nn grand lur de jeanesse, et, xans flat- 
terie, elle pent paaaer ponr nne trto jolie peraonne. Son caracttnt 
est eiodlent, dooz, ban, compatissant, sans la moindre fiert4." It 
was, however, frankly admitted at last that she had been plain, 
bat bnproved with age. As some one said, " The bloom of her 
nglinesa went off" 

' An archaism qnite in Giay'a hnmonr, for wAy : 
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CGXXIX. To the Rev. James Brown. 

London, September SI, 1761. 
DsAE Sib 

I set out at half au hour paat four ' in tlie mom- 
ing for the Coronation, and (in the midat of perils and 
daug««) arrived very safe at my Lord Chamberlain's box 
iu Westminster H^ It was on the left hand of the 
tfaroue, over that appropriated to the foreign ministers. 
Opposite to us was the box of the Earl Marshal * and other 
great officers ; and below it that of the princess and younger 
part of the royal famUy. Next them was the royal aide- 
board. Then below the steps of the haut ptu were the 
tables of the nobility, on each side quite to the door; 
behind them boxes for the sideboards ; over these other 
galleries for the peers' tickets ; and still higher the boxes 
of the Auditor, ^ Board of Oreen Cloth, etc. All these 
thronged with people head above head, ail dressed; and 
the women with their jewels on. In front of the throne 
was a triompJte of foliage and flowers resembling nature, 
placed on the royal table, and rising as high as the canopy 
itself. The several bodies that were to form the procession 
issned from behind the throne gradually and in order, and, 
proceeding down the steps, were ranged on either side of 
hall. All the privy cotincillorB that are commoners (I 
think) were there, except Mr. Pitt, mightily dressed in rich 
stuffs of gold and colours, with long Sowing wigs, some of 
them comical figures enough. The Knights of the Bath, 
with their high plumage, were very ornamental. Of the 
Scotch peers or peeresses tiiat you see in the list very few 

' " Peo)de," says Walpole, " had sat np a night and a day, ami 
yet wanted to see a dance [at the end of it all}. If I was to entitle 
agw, I would call this the century of crowds." What would he 
bave said of tiie twentieth centuiyT (To Montaen, Sept. 24, 
1761.) 

' " The King complained that so few piecedents were kept for 
their proeeediiiKS. Lord £iBn^am[Depnty Earl Maishall] owned, 
the Earl Mar^all's office had been strangely neglected ; bnt he 
had taken such core for the fntnre, that the ntxt coronation 
would be regulated in the most exact manner imaginable." 
(Wolpole, >6.} 
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walked, and of the English dowagers as few, though manj 
of them were in town, and among the spectatora. The 
noblest and most graceful figures among the ladies were 
the MarchionesB of Kildare (as Yiscountess Leiuster),' 
YiscountesB Spencer,' CountesseB of Harrington,* Pem- 
broke,* and Strafford,' and the Ihichess of Bichmond.* 
Of the older Bort (for there is a grace that beloi^ to Oige 
too), the GoontesB of WestmorelAnd,'' Countess of Albe> 

' "Lady Kildare, Htill beauty itself, if not s little too la^e." 
(Waipole, ib.) She walked, as Viscountess Leiuster, as a peeress 
of Great Britain ; bat her hnsband had been advanced to the 
Marqoisate of Kildare in Ireland, in March of this year. He was 
a. Fitzgerald ; ehe was a danghtw of the Dake of Richmond and 
Lennox ; one of their sons was the famoos Lord Edward Fiii- 
Mrald, the hero of the United Irishinen of 1798, who was captnied 
that year after a struggle in Dublin, and died of his wounds in 

" A very pretty figure, occordino; to Wolpole. Her husband 
had been created Boron Spencer of Althorp, and Viaeotut Spencer 
in April of this year ; he was at iiaa time just twenty -sevea, his 
wife the daughter of the Rt Hon. Stephen Poyntz. 



the picture of uiaiestic modesty." (Walpole, u. s.) She was the 
daughter of the third Gnke of Marlborongh, and was manied to 
Henry Herbert, tenth Earl of Pembroke, at this time in his 
twenty-eighth year. 

' "The perfectest little fi^re of all," says Walpole, who classes 
her among the repreHentatives of middle age. He declarea, no 
doabt quite tmtbtnlly, tbat he dttesed part of her head, as he 
made some of Lord Hertford's dress. She was Lady Anne Camp- 
bell, youngest daughter of John, Duke at Argvle. Her husband 
was Williun Wentworth, second Earl of Strafford, of the second 
creation. They were friends and neighbours of Wajpole at 
Twickenham ; their house faced the river and stood between the 
ehnich and wiiat is now Orleans House, says Cunningham. 
Horace's correspondence with the Earl (who died in 1791), was 
maintained at intervals between 1756 and 1790. 

* She was the dauehter of the third Earl of Aileabory by his third 
wife {who married Walpole'a cousin Conway after the ^rl a decease. 
See vol!., p. 34, n. 9). Married the Duke m 1757. Prince Edward 
the volatile fancied himself in love with her ; she and her husband 
were both young people ; he was twenty-neven ; bad sncceeded to 
the dukedom in 1760, and carried the sceptre with the dove at 
this coronation, when bis wife, says Walpole, " looked as pretty 
OB nature and dress, with no pains of her own, could make her. " 

'' Lady Westmoreland, still handsome, and with more dignity 
than aU." (Wa^le, v.t.) She was daughter and heiress of Lord 
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marie,' and DaoheesoEQaeensbeny.* I should mention too 
the odd aod exfaraordinary appearancea. Thef were tlie 
ViscouDtesa Say and Sele,' CouutesseB of Portsmouth * and 
another that I do not name, becaiue she is said to be an 
exbraordinan good woman," Coantesa of Harcourt,* and 
Ducheu of St. Albans.* Of the men doubtless the noUest 
and most striking figure was the Earl of Errol,' and aiter 

Henry Cavendiefa, second son of the Dttke of Devoashire, and died 
iolTTS. 

' The dowager dnchesB, for the Dnke «f Albemarle, of tbin 
date, was n«t married nntil 1770. She was Anne, daughter of the 
first Dnke of Richmond, and was, I conjectare, at this time 
between sixty and sevsnty vests old. 

* VoL i, p. 107, n. 2; toI. ii, p. 38, n. S. Walpole says 
(Sept. 24, '<n "the Dneheesof Qneensbniy (tie) looked well, thon^ 
her looks milk-white." 

' " A Lady Say and Sele, with her tresses eosl-black, and her 
hair coal- white." {Walpole to the Countess of Ailesbniy, Sept. 2?.) 
Probably the wife of Richard FienuM, sixth Viscount, who bad 
sueceeded to the title in IT43 and died in 1781, a descendant of the 
Lord Say and Sele, who " had men about biro that usually talk of 
a noun and a verb," and was beheaded for that crime, then novd 
and now obsolete, by Jack Cade in 1451. As the lady menlioned 
above has no other place in Walpole's gossip, we may infer that 
she was not in the fashionable world. 

* See vol 1., p. 277 n. She was the widow of a Mr. Henry 
Grey, and became the second wife of John Wallop, created ^^s- 
oonnt Lvmington in 1720, and Earl of Portsmouth in 1743. He 
was at this time seventy-one. and died next year. 

* I am afraid that this is ironical, the unnamed Countess being 
Lady MsccleaGeld. Walpole says that on this occasion, " My 
Lady Cowper refused, bnt was forced, to walk with Lady Maccles- 
field." She was the second wife of the second Earl, — married to 
him in 1767; her name wasNisbett, and she was a woman of ktw 
origin and character. 

' Wife of the first Earl (for whom see vol i, p. 366, nn. 1 and 
2). She died in 1766, and her name bemg confused with that of 
Lady Hertford, then in Paris, there was a panic in the house of 
Conway for a while. (See Walpole to the Earl of Hertford, Jan. 20, 
■65). 

' Probably the Dowa^^ Ihichesa, mother of " the simple Dnke 
ci St. Albans," at this time, I think, on the Continent to escape 
his creditors. 

' " The noblest fignre I ever saw, the high constable of Scotland, 
Lord Errol ; as one saw him in a space capable of conttuning him, 
one admired him. At the wedding [Sept. 8] dressed in tissue, he 
looked like one of the Giants in Gnildhall, new gdb. It added to 
the energy of his person, that one considered him acting so con- 
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him the Dakes. of Ancaster,' EUchmond,* ICttrlbarough,' 
Kingston/ £arl of Northampton/ Pondret,* Yiscount 
Weymouth/ etc. The meo were" — the EmtI Talbot* 



pole. The Earl of Errol ioherited hia father's person {see toL i.,. 
p. 131, Bn. 3, 4). The cdBoe of high ooostable was berediUry in his 
mothar's hoiue ; she was U>e f^randdaughtei' of tiie eleventh Earl d 
EiTol i she had suffered en«n];h by reheUions, poor woman ; her 
father (the Earl of Liulithtpw) had been attainted after the '15, 
her hnaband beheaded after the '46 ; ahe died in 1747. There is 
a tonch of generons romance in the story that, at this coronation, 
tiie Earl forgot to remove his cap when t^rge III. entered ; he 
'espeetfally apologized ; whereap<m the jonng King be^ed him 
a be covered, " far he looked on his presence at the sdeinnity as 



died in 17fi8 in Westphalia, while in command of the British a 
tingent under Ferdinand of Bmnswiek. This therefoie is the 
fourth Duke, at this time twenty-three years old ; he married a 
daughter of the Duke of Bedford, and died in ISlTi having just 
eomnleted his seventy- eighth year. 

3 Duke with whom Miss Chndlei|h mode her bigamous 



ie had distingnished 
, , . „ 1™- Malaprop. He 

n very mneh into debt ; when all was supposed to be paid, more 
tnmed np ; and he wrote to his mother, tluit he woe like Cerberiu, 
who when one head was out off, had another sprouting in ita 
place. He was in the army, was taken prisoner in the Nether- 
lands in 1746, and woe "more a Cerberna than ever" in 1750, 



having lost £12,000 at hazard (Walpole to Mann, Dec 10. ' 
As he grew older he dropped the port of Hrs. Hataprop for that oi 
Sir t-neins O'Tri^er ; challenged anybody on the aliffhtest or no 
nrovoeatjon ; chtlleuged at last, in I7AO, Uie Duke of (Irafton, for 
e imaginary slight when the Dnke was Minister, manv years 



some imaginary slight when the Dnke was Minister, manv y< 
before ; and seems to have paid for this freak by a week's 
prisonment in the Tower, where he had for his fellow-prisoner 
another madman. Lord George Gordon. 

^ Seep. 82 and n. 1. 

' 1 suspect some misprint here. I have seen no MS. 

" Lord Talbot, son of Lord Chancellor Talbot. He had been of 
the faotjon ot Lmoeater House, and was at this time made Lord 
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(most Id §ight of aayhoAj), Earls of Delaware' and 
Macclesfield, Lords Montford' and S^lcombe;* all these 
I beheld at great leisure. Then the princess and royal 
family entered their bos. The Quean and then the King 
took their places in their chairs of state, glittering with 
jewels, for the hire of which, beside all his own, he paid 
^9000 ; and the dean and chapter (who had been waitii^ 
without doors a full hour and half) brought up the r^alia, 
which the Duke of Ancaster received and placed on the 
table. Here ensued great confusion in the delivering tbem 
out to the lords who were appointed to bear them ; the 
heralds were stupid; the great officers knew nothing of 
what they were doing. The Bishop of Rochester' would 

Steward, with an earldoiu. Walpole describes him as a httnctsome 
man of lax morala. He was very impopnltir in London, mtunly 
because be kept down the expenses of the Court 

' He was the seventh Lord Delawtur, and hod just been made 
an Earl ; he died in 1766. He was at one time Governor of Jersey. 
His daughter, Lady Ce^lia West, married in 1762 " tiie fi^tins 
Johnston," who, as Lientenaut-GoTemor of Minorca, qoa^vlled 
nilh the Governor, Sir Kichard Lyttelton. 

■ 76. Mftcdea&eld. (See p. 230, u. d.) 

' His predecessor, who betted about eveiything (though a man 
of considerable parts), committed suicide with great cooTnees and 
deliberation on New Year's Day, 1765 {see the story in Walpole to 
Bentley, Jan. 9, '601. 

* The famous "Bnbb" took the name of Dodington from his 
ancle, who left him his pronertv. He is tbe " Bubo of Pone, and 
patronised Thomson, who ( 



He was a " Brummagem " Maecenas, himself a poetaster, and also 
a servile and shifty politician. He was at one time secretary to 
Frederick, Prince of Wales, and waa elevated to the peerage early 
in this new reign. Hedidnot longanrvivethehononr; for he died 
in 1762. His "Memoirs" are a cnrions record ; and he figures in 
Browning's " Parleyings with Certain People." At the b^inninif 
of the twentieth century we talk of him as the tyjw of the adrott 
time-server, and believe that his species is quite extinct. 

' Zachary Pearce, translated from Bangor [1756]. He resigned 
the deaneiv of Westminster in 1788, and wanted to resign his 
tnshopric, ont was not permitted by law. He was a v 



very g 
s show ; a learned 
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taYe dropped the crown if it had not been pinned to the 
cuehioD, and the king was often obliged to call out, and 
set matters right ; but the sword of state had been entirely 
forgot, so Lord Huntingdon ' was forced to cturr the lord 
mayor's great two-handed sword instead of it. This made 
it later than ordinary before they got under their canopies 
and set forward. I should have told you that the old 
Bishop of Lincoln,' with Ms stick, went doddling by the 
side of the Queen, and the Bishop of Chester' had the 
pleasure of bearing the gold paten. When they were gone. 
we went down to dinner, for there were three rooms below, 
where the Duke of Devonshire * was so good as to feed us 

Is 1739 he wa« appointed to the deanery of Weetminater hy Sir 
Robert Walpole, at the reqaest of Lord Hudwicke. In 1747 he 
accepted tbe offer of the Diahopric of Bangor with reluctance. 
Dr. Johnsou received from him someetymologieB for his dictionary, 
and wrote the dedication to the Kiiw of rearce'a posthamous 
works (including hie Commentary on the Gospels and Acta) 1777. 
—Partly JTOm Mitford. 

Dr. Fearce offered hie services to the mmderer Lord Ferrers after 
his conviction, hnt they were declined in favour his lordship's 
brother, the clergyman. 

' Francis Hasting;s, son of Selina, ' ' Qneen of the Methodists. " 
Made Master of the Horse to George, both as Prince of Wales 
(1756), and as George III. (1760) ; afterwards Groom of the Stole, 
bnt tamed ont in 1770. At thi»i time a brilliant person, not mnch 
of a Methodist. He once met Warren Hasting, and claimed kin- 
ship i bnt Warren (in the spirit of Sir Edwara Seymour who told 
Wuliam III. that tibe Dake of Somerset was of his familv) replied 
that he ' ' was descended from Hastings, Earl of Pembroks "—-the 
elder branch. Upon the death of the Earl of this coronation time, 
without issue, in 17B9, the Earldom of Hnntingdon became sns- 
pended, but was regained in 1819, "by a series of events," says 
Macaulay, " scarcely paralleled in romaaoe." 

' Dr. John Thomas, who was this year translated to Salisbury, 
and died 1776 ; succeeded at Lincoln oy John Greene. — MUfortL 

' Dr. Edmnnd Keeiie, see voL L, p. 194, n. 3. With Seeker and 
others he ia supposed to fignre among Hogarth's periwig'd Bishops. 

' The fonrth Duke of Devonshire as LiMd Chamberlain. " He 



whenever the new reign should commence ; but he thought better 
of it" (Walpole, "Memoirs of George HI.," vol. L, chap. i.). He 
resigned in 1762, affronted by the King ; who, soon after, struck 
his name ont of the Privy-Conncil Book. The Princess Dowager 
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irith great cold nrloins of beef, 1^^ of nuTltton, fillets of 
Teal, and other Bubatautul TUDd§ and liquon. which we 
deronred all biggledy-p^ledj, like porten; after vhieh 
everj one aciaiiibled up again, and seated themselves. 
The teblea were now apreed, tiie cold Tiaods eat, and on the 
king's table and sideboard a great show of gold plate, uid 
a dessert representing Parnassus, with abundance of figures 
of Muses, Arts, etc, designed by liord Talbot. This was 
so high that those at the end of the hall could see neither 
king nor queen at supper. When the; returned it was so 
dark that the people without doors scarce saw anything (rf 
the procession, and as the boll had then no other light than 
two long rauges of candles at each of the peers' tables, we 
saw almost as little as they, only one perceived the lords 
and ladies sidling in and taking their places to dine ; but 
the instant the queen's canopy entered, fire was given to all 
the lustres at once by trains of prepared flax, that reached 
from one to the other. To me it seemed an interval of not 
half a minute before the whole was in a blaze of splendour. 
It is teue that for that half minute it rained fire upon tbe 
heads of all the spectators (the flax falling in hu^e flakes) ; 
and the ladies. Queen and all, were in no small terror, but 
no mistdiief ensued. It was out as soon as it fell, and the 
most magnificent spectacle I ever beheld remained. The 
King (bowing to the lords as be passed) with his crown on 
his head, and the sceptre and orb in his hands, took his 
place with great majesty and grace So did the Queen, 
with her crown, sceptre, and rod. Then supper was served 
in gold plate. The Earl Talbot, Duke of Bedford,' and 

' "The champion acted his part admirably, and dashed dowo 
his gauntlet wlt£ prond deftanoe. His associates. Lord Effingham, 
Lord Talbot [th« Lord High Steward] and the Daka of Bedford 
were woahil ; Lord Talbot piqued himself on baeliing bis horse 
dowD the Hall, sjid not turning hie mmp towards the King, but be 
had taien Rneh pains to dress >t to that dnty Ibat it entered back- 
wards: and at nis retreat the spactatora clapped, a t«rrible in- 
deoonim, bnt suitable to BachBartholomeW'fairdoingB." (Walpole 
toHcmti«a, 8ept.24.) 

"This ridiculAns incident was the occasion of some sarcastic 



_, Ls in the ' North Briton ' of the Slst of AnKnst [17631, which 

led to m carTeapondcnae between Lord Talbot and Hr. Wilkm, and 
«ltiniat«jT to a duel in the gatden of the Red Lion Inn, at Bag- 
abot."— Mwier. 
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Earl of Effingb&m,' in their robes, all three on horseback, 

Ekncing and cnrvetiiig like the hobb^-horsea in tlie 
bearsal,' usbered in the courses to the foot of the haut- 
pas. Between the courses the Champion performed his 
nirt with applause. The Earl of Denbigh * carved for the 
King, the Earl of Holdernesae for the Queen. The^ both 
eat like farmers. At the board's end, on the right, supped 
the Dnkes of York and Cumberland; on the left Lady 
Augusta;* all of them very rich in jewels. The maple 
cups, the wafers, the faulcons, eta, were brought up and 
presented in form; three persons were knighted; and 
before ten Hie Ein^ and Queen retired. Then I got a 
scrap of supper, and at one o'clock I walked home. So 
much for the spectacle, which in munificence surpassed 
everything I have seen. Next I must tell you that the 
Barons of the Cinque Ports, who by ancient right should 
dine at a table on the haut-pas, at the right hand of the 
throne, found that no provision at all had been made for 
them, and, representing their case to Earl Talbot, he told 
tbem, *' Gentlemen, if you speak to me as High Steward, I 
must tell you therewasnoroomforyou; if as Lord Talbot, 
I am ready to give you satisfaction in any way yon think 

' Thomas UanmnTt, sncceeded 1743 ; bom 1719, died 1763 ; he 
was Deputy Earl Marshal and UeatenEmt-Generitl. A man of 
conriderable talent, but mach eccentricity of deportment. See 
account of him in Rockingham Memoirs, vol. iL p. 406. — JUitford. 

' "A battle in fongbt Mtweeu foot and great bobby-hor«e«. At 
last, DrawcanBir cornea in and kills tbem all on both aides." *' Re- 
hearsat " (stage direction), Act v., Sc i. 

■ Basil Fielding, sixth Earl, succeeded 1755, died 1800. He was 
a Lord of the Bedchamber and Colonel of the Wu-wickahire 
Militia. He married Mary, dangbter of Sir John Brace Cotton, 
who waa a co-heiress. Lord Gower asked bim bow Iohj; the htmei/- 
motm wonld laat I he answered, " Don't tell me of Aoncy-moon, it 
is harvetf-moon with me." He had lived abroad nine years with 
Lord Bolinebroke, and appeared in the Kolllad aa helping to throw 
ont Fox's India BiVL—Mitford. W&lpole wrote to Montagn, 
Jan. 22, '61 -. — "Lord Denbigh ia made Maater of the Harriers, 
with two thousand a year. b>rd Temple aaked it, and Newcastle 
and Hardwicke gave into it for fear of Denbigh's brutality in the 
Honae of Lords. Does this differ from tiie style of Ueoige the 



* The King's aiater, eldest danghter of Frederick, Prince of 
Wales, married to the hereditary Duke of Brunswick, January 
16th, 1764. (Walpole, "Mem. George III.," voL i, c xxv.) 
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fit." They aje several of them gentlemen ' of the best 
ftuuilies; bo this has bred ill blood. la the nest [Jaee, 
the City of London found they had no table neither ; but 
Beckford ' bullied my Lord High Steward till he was forced 
to give them that intended for the Knights of the Bath, 
and iDBtead of it they dined at the entertainment prepared 
for the great officers. Thirdly. Bue^' was cot at the 
ceremony. He is just setting out for France. Spain has 
supplied them with money, and is picking a quarrel with 
OB about the fishery and the logwood.* Mr. Fitt aays so 

' Walpole writes, "Lord Talbot had taken sway the taUe of 
the Knights of the Bath, and was forced to admit two io their old 

Slace, and dine the othera in the Coort of Beqaests. Sir Williaju 
tanhope [Lord Chesterfield's brother] s<ud, 'We are ill-treated. 



i., p. 27 
"ThoA 



and twice Ha^or of London, father of a more illnstrious sc_. — 
died daring tus mayoralty in 1770. "Alderman Beckford stood 
np for the uumemonat privilegee of bh order to fare Bnmptaoasly, 
and intimated to the Lord Steward if the citizens sbonld have no 
dinner when they most give the King one, which wonld cost them 
ten thousand pounds ; the menace prevailed, and the monicipal 
hosn^ wiu, at last desirably famished. See Kockiugham Memoirs, 

. 279.— Jtfiyirrf. 

.e Abb6 de Bnssy sent here with overtnree of peace. Mr 
[Hans] Stanley was at the same time sent to Paris." — WtUpoie, 
who writes to Conway on the 6th of AtwuHt : " Bossy was com- 
plainins t'other day to M' Pitt of onr hanghtiness, and said it 
wonld drive the F^ueh to some desperate effort ; ' Thirty thousand 
men,' eontiuned he, ' would emburass yon a little, I beUeve ! ' 
' Yes, tmly, ' replied Pitt, ' for I am so embarrasaed with those 
we have already, I don't know what to do witti them.'" On Sept- 
ember 27th, Walpole writes to the Conntess of Ailesbnry, " Stan- 
ley is recalled, is expected every honr. Bnssy goes to-monow ; 
and M' Pitt is so expectant to conriner Mexico [in the event of a 
war with Spain] that I don't believe he will stay till my Lord 
Bristol can be ordered to leave Madrid." 

*. "Bossy, tolerated here as a negotiator, and without even a 
character from his own Court, presented to M'' Pitt a cavalier note 
in the name of Spain, demanding restitntion of some prizes we had 
made on Spain during the war, satisfaction for the violation ot 
their territory by the navy of England, liberty of fishery on New- 
foQndlaud, ud deatmction of onr settlements on the Spanish ter- 
ritory, in the bayof Honduma. " (Walpole, "Mem. of George IIL," 
vol 1., c. 6.) B;r the treaty with Spain ui 1763, we agreed to 
demolish all fortifications wtuch Engllah sabjeeta had erected in 
the Bay, but insisted that ooi logwooid-cntters should pursue their 
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much the better, and was for recalling Lord Bristol di- 
rectly ; ' howerer, a flat denial bail been returned to their 
pretensions. When you have read this send it to Pa." 



COXXX. To Mason. 

London, October . . ., 1761. 
Deab Mason — 

Perhaps you have not yet hanged yourself;' 
when you do (as doubtless you must be thinking of it), be 
so good as to give me a day or two's notice that I may be 
a little prepared. Yet who knows, possibly your education 
at St. John's, in conjunction with the Bishop of G-loucester,* 
may suggest to you that the naked Indian that found 

, bnsmeBB, and.^oefpess their honsee and magazines, nnniolested. 
From these beginninga came ultimately BrUiih Hondaras. 

' " It is hmnbly submitted to his MajeBty's wisdom ttiat orders 
hf, forthwith sent to tlie Earl of Bristol to deliver a declaration 
si^ed by his Excellency, and to return immedtalelu to England, 
vnlhiout taking leave " ; the celebrated advice in wnting ^ven to 
the King, previons to the resignation of Mr. Pitt and Lora Temple, 
^ee Grenville Papera, i., p. 386.) There la high praise of Lord 
Bristol in Rockingham Memoirs, vol. i., p. 36. He died in 1775- 
—MU/ord. 

' Palgrave. See Index, 

' The acceptance by Pitt of the bmvny of Chatham for his wife 
was regarded by academic politicians of the typo of Walpole, Gray 
and Mason «s a fail of Lucifer from heaven. Walpole wrote to 
Mann, Uct. 10— "Here have I fallen in love with mv father's 
enemies, and because they served my conntry, believed th^ were 
the most virtuous men upon earth. I adored Mr Pitt, ss if I was 
just come from school and reading Livy's lies of Brutus and 
GamUlns, and Fabins ; and romance Icnows whom. Alack ■ 



alack 1 Mr Pitt loves an estate as well as my Lord Bath 1 The 
Oonqneror of Canada, of Afric, of India, wonld, if he had been in 
the latter, have brought my Lady EsUier as many diamonds as 
General Cnve took." 

' Not that Warburton was educated at St, John's, for he was of 
no university. Mason had learned at that college to dabble in 
Shaftesbury and Hntcheson, and when he talks in his verse of 
" moral excellence," Gray tella him that the phrase is a " remin- 
iscence of the bad hooka he read at John's. Here I think the 
piopenaity to paradox is the fault at which Gray gibes ; it prevailed 
no doubt amon^ the clever yonng men at St. Jolm's, and Mason's 
acquaintance witii Warburton, which began after the pnblicalaon 
of " Musaens," wonld stimulate the disease. 
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Pitt'B diamond' made no bad bai^un whra he sold it for 
three o^iter-Bbells and a pompon of gian beada to stick 
in his vife's hair ; if bo, jou maj lire and read on. 

Last week I had an application from a broken trades- 
man (whose wife I knew) to desire mj interest with the 
Duke of Newcastle for a tide- waiter's juace ; and he adds, 
"Sir, youT speedj compliance wiUi this will greatly oblige 
all your family." Thjs morning before I was np. Dr. 
Morton, of the Museum,' called here and left the inclosed 
note. He is a mighty civil man; for the rest you know him 
fall as wdl as I do ; and I insist that you return me a ciyil 
answer. I do not insist that you should get him the 
mastership ; on the contrary, I desire (as anybody would 
in such a case) that you will get it for yoiirself ; as I intend, 
when I hear it is vacant, to have the tide-waiter's place, 
if I miss of the PrivT Seal and Gofferership.' — Yours, 

T.a 



To Wharton. 

Oct: 33. mi. South*: Row. 
Dbar Dootob 

Do not think me very dilatory, for I have been 
sending away all my things from this house (where never- 
Uieless I shall continue while I stay in Town) & hare 
besides been confined with a severe cold to my roonu on 
mmmageing M' Bromwich's ' & several other shops I am 

' See vol i., p. 109, a. 1. 

* Dr. CharlM Morton, of the Britisli Mnaeam, is mentioned by 
Lord Chesterfield in his "Letters," voLLp. 38. He was Keeper m 
the MSS. and Hedak, and, alter the death of Dr. Maty, principal 
librarian. He died Febniary 10, I7W. See Nichols's "Anec- 
dotes," vol. L, p. 619. — Mitford, If Mortoo's application concerned 
a Cambridge Mastership, Mason might have had some inBnenee 
both at Fembrobe and St. John's ; having been fellow of the first, 
and scholar of the second ; and both Long, Master of Pembroke, 
and Newcome, Master of St. John's, were decrepit. Bnt Gray's 
banter jsobably refers to some appointment in London. 

* 'The offices in question were in sospense ; and Walpole writes, 
November 28th : '* The Doke of Bedford is Privy Seal ; JjotA 
Thomond Cofferer. " 

* Mitford (confirmed by Mr. Gosse) Btomwick's. 
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forced to tell yoa, that there are absolutely no papen at 
all, that deeerre the name of Gothiclc, or that tou would 
bear the sight of. they aire all what the; call /oitcy, i, 
indeed resemble nothin^i^ that ever waa in use ia any age 
or country. I am going to advise, what perhaps jou may 
be deterred ^di by the addition of expence, but what, in 
your case I should certainly do. Anybody that can draw 
the least in the world is capable of sketching in Indian ' 
ink a compartment or two of diaper-work, or a nich or 
tabernacle with its fret>work : take such a man with you 
to Durham-Cathedral, and let him copy one division of 
any ornament you think will have any effect, from the 
high-altar suppose or the nine altars, or what you please, 
if nothing there suits you, chuse in Dart's Canterbury or 
Dugdale's Warwickshire, Ac: & send the design bitiier. 
they will execute it here, and make a new stamp on pur- 
pose, provided you will take 20 pieces of it. A; it will eome 
to I or a penny a yard the more (according to the work, 
that is in it), this I really think worth your while. I 
mention your doing it there, because it wiU be then under 
your own eye, & at your own choice, A you can proportion 
the whole better to the dimensions of your room, for if the 
design be of arcade work, or anything on a pretty lai^ 
scale, A the arches or niches are to rise one above the other, 
there must be some contrivance, that they may fill the 
entire space A not be cut in sunder and incompleat this 
indeed, where the work is in small compartments, is not to 
be minded, say therefore, if you come into this ; or shall 
I take a Man here to Westminster, A let him copy some of 
those fret- works ? tho' I think, in the books I have named 
you may find better things. I much doubt of the effect 
colours (any other than t£e tints of stucco) would have in 
a gothtc des^^ on paper, A here they have nothing to 
judge from, those I spoke of at Ely were green A pale 
blue with the raised work white, if you care to hazard it. 
I saw an all-silver paper quite plain, A it looked like 
block-tin. In short there is nothing I would venture to 
send you. One of 8d a yard in small compartments thus,' 
might perhaj» do for the stairs, but very likely it is 

' Mitford (and Mr. Gome) India. 

* A enall pen-and-ink drawing is here given. 
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common, and besides it is not pure Gothic, therefore I 
would not send it alone. Adieu & tell me soon what I 
shall do. 
I go to Camb: in 3 weeks or less. 



CCXXXII. To the Bev. Mr. Brown. 

President of Pembroke Hall 

Cahbridoe. 

London, Oct; 23, )76l' 
Dear 8" 

I have sent down by Gillam's waggon' to-day 
28 parcels of different bulks, w"" I suppose wiU be deliver'd 
on Monday morning, & I must beg the favour, that you will 
see put into my rooms. They are as follows 

1+2. Cheats of Books, 
-h 3. A Fire grate & inatramenta 
+ 4. Steel-Feniler 

+ 5. Basket of Earthen-ware, ^aesee, &c. 
+ ft. Black Travelluig Chest 
+ 7- Wainacat-BoK 



' Thia letter was cummnnicated to the "Atbenaenm" of Feb- 
ruary 2Ut, 1891, by Mr. Gosse. It waa foond in a pocket <tf a 
Diniy for 17S0, containiDj; iottings by tbe poet ; it ia a draft, not 
in his handwriting, bnt evidenUy made witn ereat fidelity. The 
pocket-book, now at Pembroke College, formerly belonged to Mit- 
tord, and was given him at Aston, by William Alderson, once 
Mason's curate, and afterwards bis snccessor in the living. The 
i-eader will once more observe how confidently Gray expects the 
services of his devoted friends in matters tbe most personal and 
ininute. His apprehensions abont fire may, after all, be nothing 
more tbbn a reasonable concern for the safety of his belon^gs. 

' " Gillam's Waggons set out for London from the Pea»^Market- 
Sill, every Mimday, Tuesday, and Thursday; and return every 
Wednesday, Thurxtbty, Friday, and Saturday, from the Catnitridge- 
WaTeJumse next Great St. Helen's in Biihofiagate-street."—CaaiA- 
brigia Dejiicta, 1763. October 22nd, 1761, was a Thursday. The 
wagKon miebt arrive at Cambridge on Saturday, but tbe packages 
would not be delivered at Gray^ rooms nntil Monday. In 1783 
the concAcf made good speed. " Tkt Fly for Four Passengers at 
\2s each set out from the Rote in the Market-Place [of Cambridge} 
at 7 fiVlod^lc " nnd pnt tn **thn Ontvn^f-ffpfiff fiivi.i?t.I^n.7jmf a± 
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+ 8. Sofa. 

9. Back to the Home. 
+ 10. Deal Book-Case taken to pieces. 
+ 11. Waiiucot Cheet of Drawere. 
+ 12. Night-Table, 
-i- 13. Konnd Table &c. 
+ 14. Breakfaat-Table &c. 
+ 15. Small Chest of Drawers. 
+ 16, + 17. Two Feather Beds &c. 
4- 13, + 19. Bedstead in two parte. 

20. Settee & Stools. 
+ 21, -H 22, -H 23, Six Chairs, 
-t- 24, -I- 26, -I- 26. Six slighter chain, 
•t- Z]. Fly-Table and Wadi-Stand. 
4- 28. Basket with pillows, cashions, &«. 

Those marked with a cross are easier to break, & there- 
fore piaj obeerve if they appear to have receiTed an; 
damage in coming. Yon will take notdce of S" 6 & 7 for 
another reason, because in them are Papers & other things 
of value to me. They may all stand pack'd up as they are, 
till I come, w*" will be in about three weeka, ijEHMS ; in 
the mean time I beg no fire may be made, nor any body 
go flaunting in with a candle, for bo many mate & art much 
packing will make it very dangerous. M' G-illam (!_ 
reciQiii) wilt stay for hia money till I arrive. 

We are all much out of countenance about this pension.' 
I dare not see Belaval any more, & expect to hear Hason 
has taken Laudanum. Adieu ! I am ever 

Tours 

TG: 

How goes T. L:" affair? 

CCXXXIII. To ihe Bw. Jamea Brown. 

Nov. [?]■ Sat. 1761. 

Dbab Sib — 

Tour letter has rejoiced me, aa you will easily 
beheve, and agreeably disappointed me, I congratulate 

' Pitt's. See note on pracading letter. 

' Thomas Lyon's. He wss the third of the Lyons at Pembroke i 
Lord Strathmore and James Philip Lyon were tbe other two. See 
vol. i., pp. 258, n. 2 ; 348, n. 2 ; and index. He was a Fellow- 
ComDMmer, and the " affair " was hia election to a Fellowship. 
See letter to Brown poU, Nov. Satorday, '61. 

U. B 
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you in the first place ; and am very glad to eee the coll^ 
bare had the E^irit and the sense to do a thing so much to 
their own credit, and to do it in a handsome manner. My 
best service to Hr. Lvon ; ' and tell him it will be a great 
disobligation if my lady' takes him away to fees the 
Christmas wiUi her, just when I am proposii^ to visit him 
in his new capacity. I hope to be with you in about a 
week, but will write again before I come. Do persuade 
Mr. Delaval * to stay ; t«ll him I will say anything he pleases 

of 

Have yon read the negociatioos ? I speak not to Mr. 
Delaval, but to you. 3^e French have certainly done 
Mr. Pitt service in publishing them. The spirit and con- 
tempt he has shown in his treatment of Bussy's ' proposals, 
whether right or wrong, will go near to restore him to his 
popularity, and almost make up for the disgrace of the 
pension. My Lord Temple * is outn^eous ; he makes no 
scruple of declaring that the Duke of If[ewcaBtle] and 

' See lett«T October SSad, »upra. 

" The dowager Lad]r StnUbmore. 

' Aa Fellow. 

* See voL L, p. 160, n. 2 ; *6. p. 217, n. 2. 

' See notes on letter of Sept. 24, 'SI, towards the end. "Buss; 
sayaWalpole ('Mem. Goor^ III.,' vol. L, c. iv.), "was an Abbe 
of parts, who had formerly resided hero as minute, and had given 
mnch offence to the late King, whom he treated ao inipertinentlv. 
that the King asking him onedavin the circle ' Ceqa'n y avaitde 
notivean k Paris t' BnsBj replied with contemptDOna familiarity, 
•Sire, ii y cfele.' Bassy was not likely to be so preemnptnous now 
[1T61.]" Pitt, before hiB reaiguatioii and acceptance of tbe pensioii 
had perempUffily rejected the pTOpOHalH of Bossy, who made them 
in the name botn of France and ot Spain. 

' Pitt's brothers-in-law quarrelled at this erieis. "GeorgeGien- 
ville was entrusted with the management of the House of Commons. 
Grenville had been deatjned for Speaker : an office to which hia 
drudgery was snited ; and which, being pro^ly the moat neutral 
place in government, would have excused him from entering into 
the contest between Mr. Pitt and the Favonrite. Bnt Grenville's 
temper, thoach plodding and laborions, bad not the nsnal oon- 
comitant pmdence. He lent himself to the views of Lord Bate to 

{remote his own. Lord Temple, who had aa little decency as his 
rother George had judgement, was exasperated beyond measnre ; 
broke ont into bittor invectives f^^nst tuni, and threatened to 
leave from him the paternal estate and give it to James, the third 
brother, who bad resigned with him and Mr. Ktt." (Walpole. 
"Mem. George III.," vol. i., c vi.). 
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Lord Bute were the ip%non» whose frectuent oppoaition in 
council were the principal cause of thiB resignation. He 
has (as far as be could) disinherited his brother G. Gren- 
ville, that is of about .£4000 a-year, his father's estate; 
aod ;festerda7 ' he made a very strange speech in the Honse 
that surprised eveiybodj. The particulars I cannot yet 
hear with certainty; but the Duke of Bedford replied to 
it. Bid you observe a Ter; bold letter ia the Qatette of 
Thursday last about Carr Earl of Somerset ? ' How do you 

' Aft«T the King's Speech on November 6th. Hence this letter 
was written on the 7th. After the Addrees had been moved and 
seconded "Lord Temple rose, and opened on hif own and 
Mr. Pitt's resignations, the motives to which he explained ; fonnd 
fanlt that no mention was made of the militia, and that the Parlia- 
ment had not been thanked for establishiDc it. Be talked on 
Conrt favonr, and on those who disposed of all thinf^ ; eDdeavonr- 
ing to provoke Lord Bute to riee. He said the crisis for a war with 
Spain bad been most advantaeeoiiBly held oat to this country, and 
complained of those who had betrayed the secrete of onr aitnatioD 
to Bnesy. It was a time, he said, when a first minister was neces- 
saiT, bnt now who remained fit tor that office ! FTAo thon^t him- 
self oapahie of guiding ! He ottered this in his nsnal languid 
manner, though the matter was not ill conceived ; nor, tbongh 
indiscreet, was he so intemperate as had been expetrted. TheDnke 
of Bedford replied with mnch applause, and said he did not know 
why the mUttia deserved more thanks, than the grant of regular 
troops. He declared, upon hb honour, that he bad told no such 
thing, as had been hinted at to Bnssy [i.e. that we were no longer 
in a sitnation to make war] and concluded with hoping never to 
see a first minister." {Walpole. "Mem. George IlL," vol. i., 
e. vl.> 

' This aUnsion is, of course, to the growing favour of Lord Bute. 
At this time great irritation was felt at the resignation of Mr. ntt 
and the increasing favouritism and inflnence of Lord Bute, and 
very ttrvng letters were written in thepapers ; but I have not 
fonnd the letter to which Gray allndes. The London Gazelle was 
only an official paper. In Lloyd's Evening Post of that period and 
month are several letters on the subject : to what particular paper 
Gray alluded it seems difficult to say. There were, besides tlie 
two paper? mentioned above, Reed s WeeJdy Journal and the 
Ltmdon CKronide, which may be found in the Catalogue of the 
British Mnsenm. Two Letters bo the Earl of Bnte are advertised 
this month, November 1761, in Lloyd's paper. — Mitford. Robert 
Carr sacceeded to the {Kiwer and infltience, Uioogh not to the ofiiciid 
position of Robert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury. The invidious parallel 
between the favourite of James I. and the favourite of the Princess 
Dowager might be made to seem fairly complete at this crisis, 
immec^J«ly after the resignation of Pitt. 
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like the King's speech ? It ia Lord Hardwicke's. How do 
you like Hc^artu'e perriwiga?' I suppose you baTedia- 
coyered the lust face in the rank of peeresses to be a toit 
great personi^ ; extremely liie, though you never saw her. 
Good'U^ht. — I am ever yours, T. CI. 



CCXXXIV. To Wharton. 

Nov: 13. 1781. London. 
Dbak Doctob 

I went as soon as I received jonr last letter, to 
cfause papers for you at Bromwich's. I applaud your de- 
termination, for it is mere pedantry in Gothicism to stick 
to nothing but altars and tombs, and there is uo end of 

' His print; " The Five Orders of Perriwigs, as th^ were worn 
at the late coronation, measured Architectonically. Below the 
Print is the Advertisement: "In about seventeen years will be 
completed in Six Volumes folio, price Fifteen GuineaB, the exact 
measurement of the Feniwigs (rt the Ancients ; taken from the 
St«tnec[, Busloa, & Baso-Retievos of Athens, Palmira, Balbec and 
Rome bv Modesto Perriwig-makeT from Lagado. N.B. None will 
be Botd Dnt to Suhecribeis. Published aa the Act directs Oct. 19, 
1761 by W. Hogarth." 

Ho^trth here ridicules Athenian Stnart, and Palmyra Wood. 
There seems to have been a mania for measurements among the 
nsthetic people of the Ume, emulated at a modest dintance even by 
Mr. William Halfpenny. The persons depicted are alt more or less 
caricatm'efi, with the exception of the Qneen ; in the second state the 
second e of "Advertisement," omitted in the first state, is inserted 
iuUielwokofdteDncheeeofNorthnmbeTlandl The peeresses are re- 
presented at the base of the engraving, as moving from left to right, 
the little figure of Queen Charlotte, with hair enrled, and witbont 
etown or coronet, doeit^! the procession on the left-hand comer. 
Walpole writes to Montagn, Nov. T, '61 -. " The euctoeed print 
will divert you, especially the baroness in the right-hand comer 
— BO Ugly, and so satisfied ; the Athenian head was intended for 
Stnart ; hut was so Uke, that Hi^arth was forced to cut off the 
nose." On the print in the British Museum a pencil bordereau 
explains that the lady thus depicted is Lady Irwin^-who was a 
vueounleai. It is, I think, the new-created Baroness Chatham, 
Pitt's wife, Lady Hester Grenville (she was not bo created till after 
the Coronation, bnt Hoguth wonld scarcely stick at that). Who- 
ever it may be, the contrast between the self-complacent, smirking: 
baroness (the rank is ascertained by the coronetl in the one comer, 
and the modest little Queen in the other, ia very characteristic of 
the ptuuter-moralist. 
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it, if w« are to ait upon nothing bnt Conmation-cliaiiB, nor 
drink out of nothing but chalices & fl&gons. the idea is 
suStdentlj kept ap, if we live in an ancient house, bat 
with modem conveniences about ub. nobodj will expect 
t^e inhabitants to wear mffs and &ithing^n. besides 
these things are not to be had, miless we make them our- 
selves. 

I have however ventured to bespeak (for the staircase) 
the stacco-paper of 3* a ^ard, w^ I mentioned to you be- 
fore, it is rather prettj, and nearly Oothick the border 
is entirely so, A where it runs horizontally, will be very 
proper; where perpendicularly, not altogether so: I do 
not see, how this could be avoided, the crimson paper is 
the handsomest I ever saw ; from its simplicity, I believe, 
as it is nothing but tiie same thing repeated throughout. 
Mr. Trevor (Hambden ') design'd it for bis own use. the 
border is a spiral scroll, also the prettiest I have seen, 
this paper is 8d: a yard, the blew is the most extravagant,! 
a mohair -flock paper <rf a shilling a yard, w^ I fear youi 
will blame me for ; but it was sO handsome, and look'd soi 
warm, I could not resist it. the pattern is small, & will 
look like a cut-velvet : the border a scroll like the last, but 
on a larger scale. Tou will ask, why the crimsou (w°^ was 
to be the best) is not a mobair-paper too? Because it 
would have no effect in that sort of pattern ; & it is as 
handsome ae it need to be, without that ezpence. the 
library paper is a cloth-colour : all I can say for it is, that 
it was the next best design they had after the former. I 
think it is 7d^ a yard, they do not keep anv quantity by 
them (only samples of each sort) bnt promise, they shall 
be finish'd in a week, and sent to your Brother's,' with 
whom I have left the bill, as I go myself to Cambric^ in 

' FiobaUy the Hon. Robert Travor Hampden, one of the post- 
nuutere-geneTal Hu wife had died of the Hmallpox in Jnne of 
this year, 1761 ; and the loss no donbt pnt off his plans for boiiHe. 
decoration. In 1763 hia only daiurbtor was to have been married 
to Froncid Child, the banker, of Osterlny Park, near Hounelow, 
bnt the lover died suddenly, and ahe married, in May of the next 
year, the twelfth Earl of Snffolk. (Walpole. Letters of Jnne 18, 
m ; Oct 3, '63.) 

' I thinktbiais Mr. Jonathan (Wharton); "she "is, I conjecture, 
Mrs. Jonathan, and Hiey have perhaps lost on infant child. 
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a day or two. Indeed this is a very improper time to 
trouble him, though when I call'd there laat ni^t, I was 
told ahe was » great deal better. I did not know of bis loas 
till 70D told me : on which I went to ask how thej did, & 
fonnd him truly in a very deplorable sitnation. He said 
he had wrote to you, but I do not know, whether he was 
able to give yon a full acco[nnt] ' . . . . 



CCXXXV. To MaBm. 

Pembroke Hall, December 8, 1761. 
DcAK Masoh — 

Of all lores ' come to Cambridge ont of hand, 
for here is Mr. Delaval,' and a charming set of glaflses 
that aii^ like n^htingalee; and we have concerts every 

■ LMt paee lost except letters eo. 

" EUubetban and ShakeBpearian. "HedeareajimtOfaUlooet, 
to make no more ntnae" <" Othello," III., L 13), where the reading 
of the Folios, "far love'tiaJx," interprets the meaninE, andperiiaps 
iudicntea that thephraBein 1023 was already beoomingobwilete. 

' See vol. i, p. 217, u. 2; voLii., pp. 116 (n.), and 131. As early 
as 1746 the first experiments in Enj^land with the musical glasses 
were made, and that by the lainona GInck, for Walpole wrote to 
Mann on March 28th of that year : " Tbe operas floansh tnoie than 
in any latter years ; the composer is Glnck, a Germnn ; he is to 
have a benefit, at which he is to play on aut of iirvnkmg-glaiiie», 
■which he modtdatet with water ; I think I have beard j'Oa speak at 
having seen some saeh thing. " Glnck was at this date in his thirty- 
second year, and had recently been appointed composer for the 
opera honse in the Haymarket. The invention, in some crude form, 
was known nearly a century before, perha^ in Italy. Even 
Puekeridge {supra, p. 115, n.) made the pitch depend on tbe 

Snantity of water in the glasses. Fianklin (and perhaps before 
ira Delaval) determined it by the eiie of the glasses, which were 
made to rotate in a basin of water by means of a treadle, the [^yer 
tonchinz the brims with bis finger, and the different notes bemg 
indicated by different coluar? in the glasses. This apparatus was 
inclosed in a box. in 1764 the sham Lady Blarney and Hiss 
Carolina Wllhelmina Amelia Skeggs are represented aa patting 
the Vicar of Wakefield's dangbters into the shade by talking on 
"fashionable topics such as pictnres, taste, Shake^Mmre and the 
mumeal glaue*. — Ed. In tne "St James's CbToniele,'' Decem- 
ber 3rd, 1701, is an advertisement ; "At Mr. [Thomas] Sheridan's 
lecture on Elocution, Miss Lloyd succeeds Miw Ford in perfomiing 
cm the mutteoj glanti far the am,u»enumt of genteel contpany." — 
MUford. 
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other night, and shall et&j here this month or two ; and a 
Tast deiU of good company, and a whale in pickle just 
come from Ipswich ; and the man ' will not die, and Mr. 
Wood ' is gone to Chaisworth ; and there is nobody but 
you and Tom ' and the curled dc^ ; and do not talh of the 
charge, for we will make a subscription ; besides, we know 
yoa always come when you have a mind. T. G. 



CCXXXVI. To Mason. 

Cambridge, Jannai? 11, 1762. 

Deas Masob — 

It is a mercy that old men are mortal, and that 
dignified clergymen know how to keep their word. I 
ht^ftUy rejoice with yon in your estabUahment, and with 
myself that I have hved to see it — to see your insatiable 
month stopped, and your anxions perriwig at rest and 
slumbering m a staJl. The Bishop of London,* you see, is 
dead; there is a fine opening. Is there nothing &rther to 
tempt you? Feel your own pulse, and answer me 
serionsly. It rains precentorships ; yon have only to hold 
up yonr skirt and catch them. 

I long to embrace you in yonr way to court. I am 
still here; so are the Glasses and their master. The first 
still delight me; 1 wish I could say as much for the 
second. Come, howerer, and see us, such as we are. Mr. 
Brown is oyerjoyed at the news, yet he is not at all welL 
I am (which is no wonder, being und^ipiified and much at 
leisure) entirely yours, 

T, G. 

' The York canon, into whose shoes Maaoo was hoping to step. 
[See lett. A^^^ '61 and next letter.] 

* Either " Palmyra " Wood, who has perhaps been staying with 
Mason at Aston, and gone thence to the Dnke of Devonshire's at 
Chateworth, or Hr. MMon'a curate, also 'Wood, whose absence, 
however, from Aston oould hardly he a reason why the incumbent 
i^oald come to Cambridge, 

^ Mason's servant, as early as 1753. See Mason to Gray, Sep- 
tember 33id of tJia£ year. 

* Hayter, so recently, as we have seen, translated from Norwich. 
He was sDcceeded by Richard OsbaldeatoD. 
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0CXXX.V1I. To Wharttm, 

Pemb: CoU: .T&n: 1781 ' [2}. 

Dbab Dootob 

The best piece of sews I have to eenA tou is, 
that Mason ie Bendentiaiy of York, v^ is worth near 
200£ a year: he owes it to onr friend M' F: Mont^;u, 
wbo is Brother-in-IdtiW to Dean Foontayne.* the Frecen- 
torahip (worth as much more) being vacant at the sune 
time, L'* H; * has obtain'd that too for him : but for this he 
must come and kiss hands ; & as the ceremony is not yet 
over, we do not proclaim it aload for the present, he now 
(I think) may wait for M* Hutton's* exit with great 
patience, and shut his insatiable repining mouth. I hope 
to see him here in his way to Town. 

I pity your Brother,' & have little hope left of his Wife's 
recovery : tho' I have been told that D' Lowth's. after she 
had continued for some years in that condition, was per- 
fectly restored, it may be worth while to enquire in what 
method she was treated, the pliers were to have been 
sent to Boswel'Court the week aner I left London to be 
seen before they were pack'd op. M' Jonathan is perhaps 
unable to attend to it, but doubtless you have ordePd 
somebody to hasten Bromwich, & see that the sorts are 
right. I shall not be at London tUl the middle of March. 
My old Friend Miss Speed ' has done what the World calls 

' should be 1762. Gray'a mietake, an overaiffht enconrsged by 
tfae old-fasliioiied way of dating the year, H He bos been copied 
correctly, he made it three times at the bednning of 1762. It has 
misled me here into misdating by a year the time of Miss Speed's 
marriage in my edition of Graj'e Poema (Pitt Preas), 

' Frederick Montaen. See mdex. ' HolderneaBe. 

* The said exit took place in 1768. See vtd. i., p. 238, n. 1 ; and 
ii.,p. 26, n. 2. 

' Perhaps if we pnt this paragraph and the letter to Wharton of 
Nov. 13, '01, together, weslwi] conclude that Mr. and Mrs. Jonathtm 
are the brother and the siater-in-law, of Thomaa Wharton, and that 
they Hved in Boawell Court, which is reached from Devonshire 



BoBwell Court, Carey-street, London." 



Street[W. C.Jand was very near to Gray's lodgings in Southampton 
Row. But the matter is clinched by a letter of Jannary I7th, 
1768, ad^essed on the bock '^toDr. Wharton at Mr. Wharton's in 

LOW some donbt «s to 

D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



■rO WHARTOS, 249 

a very foolish thing, she has married the Baron de la 
Peyriere, Son to the Sardinian Minister, the Comte de 
Viry. He is about 28 years old (t«n years younger than 
herself) but loolis nearer 40. this is not the effect of 
debauchery, for he is a very sober Man ; good natured & 
honest, & no Conjurer, the estate of the family is about 
4000^6 a-year. The Castle of Viry is in Savoy a few miles 
from GeneTa, commanding a fine view of the Lake, what 
she has done with her money, I know not : but (I suspeot) 
kept it to herself, her religion she need not change, but 
she must never expect to be well-received at that Court, 
till she does ; £ I do not think she will make quite a Julie ' 
in the country. ' 

The Helolse cruelly disappointed me, but it has its Parti- 
sans, among w°^ are Mason and M^Hurd. for me, I admire 
nothing but Filial * (I conclade, you have read it : if 



identification of Miaa Speed with the more firagile4ooking of 
two ladies represented &S flying in the mt. In the same nc 






d'Orbe : "Tuconnoiainon averBion pour la ville, moQ gndt pour In 
oampagne. pour lea travaux mstiqnes, et rattachement que trois 
ana de a^joar ni'ont donn^ pour ma maison de Clarena," (" Nou- 
veUe Hfiloise," ^^ Psrtie, Lettre I.) Soint-Prenx {lb. Lettre X.) 
{nvee a pretty pictare of the manage at Clarens, and the affection 
uiat subaisted between the Wolmara and their dependents. 

' " Finzal " only apfieared at the end of 1761 — a fact in itself de- 
cisive of tne date of this letter. — Ed. In a tetter to another friend, 
informing him that he had aent " Fincal " down to him, he says : 
" For ray part 1 will stick to my credulity, and if I am cheated, 
think it is worae for him (the translator], than for me. The Bpic 
Poem is foolishly so called, yet there ia a aort of plan and unity in 
it very strange tor a barbarous age ; yet what I more admii« are 
some of the detached pieces — the rest I leave to the diaeossion of 
antiqnariana and hiatoriana ; yet my curiosity is much intereeted 
in their decision." No man surely ever took more pains with him- 
self to believe anything, than Mr. Gray seenis to have done mi 
thia occasion. ^jtnwoR. Walpole writes to G. Mouta^, (Dec. 8, 
'61.) " Fiuml is a brave collaction of aimilea, and will serve all 
the boya at Eton and Weetminater for these twenty yeara. I will 
trust yon with a secret, but yon most not discloee it ; I should be 
minea with my Scotch frienda ; in abort I cannot believe it 
genuine ; I cannot believe a regular poem of six booka has been 
;^««erved nncormpted, fay oral tradition, from the times before 
Christianity was lutrMlneed into die island. What ! preserved 
oDadalterated by aavage^ dispersed among monntains, and so 
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not, Btoahew^ can lend it yon), yet I remain still in 
doubt about the aathenticitj of those poems, though in* 
dining rather to believe them genniiie in spite ot the 
World, whether they are the inventioas of antiquity, or 
ctf a modem Scotchman, either case is to me ^ike un- 
accountable, je m'y pers. 

I take no joy in the Spanish War, being too old to 
privateer,' & too poor to buy stock; nor do I hope for 
a good end of any war, as it will be now probably con> 
duicted. oh that foolishest' of G-reat Men, that sold his 

often driven from their dena, so wasted bjr ware dvil and foreign ! 
Has one man ever got all by heart! 1 doubt it; were paria pre- 
served by some, oUmt parts by others T Mightv Incky, that the 
traditioD was never iotermpted, nor any put lost — not a veiae, 
--'"-- - -■'-■'--- widfiickier." 



not a measore, not the sense t Inolder ai 

' "Yon ask if the City bad not rather part with Hr Pitt than 
have a SpMiish WarT How tramontane yon are! I believe the 
chief reason erf their forgiving his pension, was his holding oat 
Spanish j|>lmtder to them. Thoo^ they say they have ceaud to 
be Jacobites, they have not relinqoished the principles of privateer- 
ing, brokerage, msnrance, contracts, and twenty other tenets, not 
to oe fonnd in the Cmsca." (Walpole to Mann at Florence, Nov. 
16, '61.) He writes to the same, January Mh, 1762: "The War 



" ' Admire bis elaqnence. — It monnted higher 

Than Attic parity, or Bomon fire. 

Adore his services — our lions view, 

Bangioj; where Roman eagles never flew ; 

Copy his sonl snprenie o'er Lnue's sphere 

— Bnt oh 1 beware Three Thousand Ponnds a year!'" 

See also to the ConntesB of Ailesbnry [Oct. 10, '61]. " Pitt in- 
sisted on a war with Spain, was resuted, and last Monday re- 
signed. The City breathed vengeance on bis opposers, the oonniril 
quaked, and the Lord knows what would have happened ; bnt 
yeeterday, which was only Friday, as this giant was stalking to 
seise the Tower of London, he stanibled over a silver penny, 
[Acked it np, carried it home to Lady Hester, and they are now as 
^niet, good sort of people, aa mv lird and Lafly Bath who lived 
m the vin^ar-bottle. In fact. Madam, this immacolate has ac- 
cepted the Barony of Chatham for his wife, with a pension of three 
thonsand pounds a year for three lives ; and thtra;^ he has not 
nitted tne Honee of Commons, I think my Lord Anson wonld 
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ineatim&ble diamond' for a paltry peomge A penrion : the 
Yerj night it happea'd vaa I Bwearing, that it was a damn'd 
tie, & never oould be : but it was for vant of reading Thomas 
a Eempis,' who knew mankind ao mnch better, than I. 

Young Pitt' (whom I believe you have heard me men- 
tion) IB retnm'd to England : from him I bope to get 
mack information concerning Spain, which nobody has 
seen : he ia no bod Oboerrer. I saw a man yesterday, who 
has been atop of IC: ^tna, and seen the ruins of a temple 
at Agrigentnm,* whose Colnmns (when standing) were 96 
feet in height: a moderate Han might hide himself in 
one of the flntings. l^ the way there is a V Phelps 
(now gone secretary with the Embassy to Turin) who has 
been all over Sicily, & means to give us an account of its 
remadoB. there are two more volumes of BnfEon* (the 9"" & 
10*^) arriTed in Englaiid ; & the two last Haps of IVait- 
viUe's' Europe. One M' Needham, tutor to a L" Gor- 



' What 1 to sneak out ed the scrape, prevent peace, and avoid the 
war 1 Uast oiis'b character, and alt for the comfort of a paltry an- 
nuity, alonK-neckedpeere«8,aiidacanpleof GrenTiUee." — Mimrd. 
The angry CSty dabbed the new BarMWSB Lady CbMt'em. Wal- 
pole's epithet for her tallies with what I snppoee to be the carica- 
ture of her in Hogarth's " periwigs." See p. 244, n. 1. 

' For the alinedon, see voL t, p. 109, n. 1 ; and ii, pp. 237, 
238. 

* " Cor lam faule aliis eredtdi! Sed homines snmns, nee aliud 
qiuun fragiles homines sumns, etiam si aiuFeli a mnltis lestimamiu' 
etdiainmr."— "DeIniitatioDeairiBM,"lib. iiL.c. 40. 

' Thomas. See voL L, p. 380, n. 4, where correct date of this 
letter. 

* Gir^nti. The rains of the andent Agrigentnm lie between 
Girgenti and the sea. The temple of which Gray speaks is that of 
" ~ "' ' 1 Zena In the serenteenth century some of its ruins 

> build the harboor (Mole di Girgenti, now Porto 
Empedocle). 

' See vol. i. p. 206 a. 4 (where for 1766 read 17B7) ; p. 207 n. 1. 

' This eminent geogr^her was at the date of Gray's writang in 
his sixty-fifth year. He died in 1782. He brought a vast amount 
of historical and other research to bear npon his great task of map- 
makiug, with the significant result, that wtere previous geo- 



e Olympiai 
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luanstomi' now on his travels, h&a made a atrai^ discover;. 
he saw a figore of Isia ai Turin, on whose back was a 
pilaster of antique ohamcterB, not hierc^lyphicka,' but such 
as are sometimee seen on Egyptian statues, when he 
came to Bome, in the Vatican Library he was sheVd a 
&loBsary of the ancient Chinese tongue, he was struck 
with the similitude of the characters, & on comparing them 
with an exact copy he had of the inscription, found that he 
could read it, and that it signified. This Statue of Isis is 
copied from aaotber, in aaai a City: the original is so 
many measures in bcigbt, A so many in bread^. if this 
be true, it may open many new things to us. Deguignes 
some time ago wrote a ^swtation to prove, that China 
was peopled from Egypt. 

I still flatter myseli with the notion of seeing you in 
Summer; but God knows, how it will be. I am per- 
suading M' Brown to make a visit to Xady Strathmore 
(who has often invited him) & then you will see him too : 
he is at present not very well, havii^ something of the 
Sciatica, which hangs about him. present my best ser- 
vices to M" Wharton, I am ever 

Truly Tours 

TG: 

P:8: the Q: is said here to be ill, & to spit blood : she is 
not with child, I am afraid. 



Be made b. miBtake 
when he spplied hia methods to the problem of solving the figure 
of the earth; Manpertine in 1736 disproved hia conjectures by 
measoriitg a degree within the polar circle. But in 1743 D'Aq- 
ville's map of Italy eatablished his fame, — eBpecially as his reeolte 
were oonfirmed by a snrvey ordered by Pope Benedict XIV. 
D'AnviUe is eud to have published 211 maps, and 78 Memoirs and 
Dissertations. 



Gray is oarefnl to note this, because of course there would be 

■ ' ' mis^t be no coonec- 

, _ is difficult, however, 

this story, t 



resembunces in picture-writing, thoogh there : 
tion between the peoples who employed it. It 
to make much out of^this story, as he telle it. 
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CCXXXVm. ToMasim. 

Pembroke College, February S, IT61[-2]' 

Dear Mabon, 

When the belly is full, the bones are at rest. 
You squat yourself down in the midst of your revenues, 
leave me to suppose that somebody has broke in upon the 
Dean before you, that Mr. Beedon has seized upon the 
precentorship, that you are laid up with a complication of 
distempers at York, that you are dead of an apoplexy at 
Aston, and all the disagreeable probabilities that use to 
befall us, when we think ourselves at the height of our 
wishes ; and then away you are gone to town while I am 
daily expecting you here, and the first I know of it is from 
the OtiMtU. Why, if you were Bishop of Lincoln' you 
could not serve one worse. 

I wrote to you the same day I received your letter, the 
llth JannaiT, and then to Dr. Wharton, who sends you 
his congratulations to be delivered in your way to London ; 
here, t^e them, you miserable precentor. I wish all your 
choir may mutiny, and sing you to death. Adieu, I am 
ever yours, 



Commend me kindly to Montagu.' 



. G. 



COXXXIX. To Walpole. 

Sunday, Pebroaiy SS, 1762. 
I return yon my best thanks for the copy of your book,* 
which you sent me, and have not at all lessened my opinion 

' If Gtvv dated 1761, it was an oveisiglit. 

' John Greene, see *upra, p. ISO and n. 4. — Ed. He wrote two 
pamphleta : " The PrincipleB and Practicea of the MethodiBts con- 
sidered." Mr. Tyson baa t{iven a list of hu writmgs, among which 
are a few sennooB and some " Dialognes of the Dead," printed in 
Mr. Weaton's volome. The familiar name given him at the Utu- 
vernity was " Gamwell," which appellation Be also bears in some 
•f the letters of the time. — MUfs^. 

' Frederick. See Index. 

♦ Two volumes of the " Anecdotes of Painting." (See Walpole 
to Mont^a, Dec 30, '61.) 
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of it since I read it in print, though the press has generally 
a bad effect on tiie compleiion of oi^'s works. The en< 
graTings look, as jou exj, better than I had expected, yet 
not altogether so well as I could wish. I rejoice in the 
good dispositions of our Court,' and in the proprietT of 
uieir application to joai the woil is a. thing so much to 
be wished ; has so near a connection with the turn of your 
studies and of your curiosity ; and might find such ample 
materials among your hoai^ and in jour head ; that it 
will be a sin if you let it drop and come to nothing, or 
worse than nothing, for want of your assistance. The 
historical part should he in the manner of H^nault,' a mere 
abridgement; a series of facts selected with judgment, 
that m^ serve as a clue to lead the mind along in the 
midat of those ruins and scattered monuments of art, that 
time has spared. This would be sufficient, and better than 
Montfancon's * more diffuse narrative. Such a work (I 
bare heard) Ur. Burke is now employed about, which, 
though not intended for this purpose, might be applied 
perhaps to this use. Then, at the end of each reign, 
should come to a dissertation explanatory of the plates, 
and pointing oat the turn of thought, the customs, cere- 

his compliments to Mr Witlpole, and 



has mixed several cnrions remarks on ti>e cnstoma, etc., of tlie 
times be treats of ; a thing mach waoted, aad that has never yet 
been executed, except in partu, by Peck etc. Sach a general work 
would be not only very agieeable, but instmctire ; the French 
have attempted it ; the ItnssianB are abont it : and Lord Bate has 
been informed Mr Walpole is well fumiahed with materials for 
Bach a noble work." — Earl of Bute to Walpole (in Feb. '62,)-^-aH 

8 noted by Wright. To this Walpote replied on February 15th in 
mgnfwe conventionallv dorid and imiincere — but in sDhetaoce to 
the e^ct that a work like Montfancon's "Monnments de la 
Monarcbie P'ranfaise " vonld be an expentie too great for a private 
fortune, but that be would readily bestow any trouble on a task 
which might redonnd to the King's and hi« loraehip's glory. 
' Beevol, i.,p. 207n. 5; p. 2(«n. 1. 

' vm. rupra. " Lea Monumens de la Monarcbie Fran^ise " ap- 
peared in five vols, folio, between 1TZ9 and 1733. Montfancon, a 
man of noble family, after nerving under Tnrenne, took the vows, 
and lived from monaaterv to monastery, an eager student and 
editor of patristic and other literature, and died in IT4I, in his 
eighty-eighth year. 
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monials, arms, dresses, Inxniy, and private lile, trith the 
im|>roTemeiit or dedine of the arte during that period. 
This vou must do yourself, beside taking upon yon the 
Bupenntendence, direction, and choice of materiahi. As to 
ike expense, that must be the King's own entirely, and he 
most give the book to foreign Miuiaters and people of 
note ; for it ia obvious no prirate man can andertake sach 
a thing without a subscription, and no gentleman will care 
for auch an expedient j and a gentleman it should be, 
because he must have easy access to archives, cabinets, and 
collections of all sorts. I protest I do not think it im- 
possible but they may give in to such a scheme; they 
approve the design, they wish to encourage the arts, and 
to be magnificent, Uid they have no TersaiUes or Her- 
culaneum? 

I hope to see you toward the end of March. If you 
bestow a line on me, pray toll me whether the Baronne de 
la Peyriere* ia gone to her Castle of Viry, and whether 
Fingal be discovered or shrewdly suspected to be a f oi^ery. 
Adieu ! — ^I am yours ever, 

T. Gbat. 

CCXL. To Masm. 

Cambridge, Bfareh 17, 1702. 
Deab Doctor — 

I send your reverence the lesson, which is pure 
good-nature on my part, knowing aheady, as I do, that 
yon do not like it. No sooner do people feel their income 
increase than they want amusement. Why, what need 
have you of any other than to sit like a Japanese divinity 
with your hands folded on your fat belly, wrapped and, 
as it were, annihilated in the contemplation of your own 
copuge* and revenues V The pentagrapher is gone to town, 
BO you have nothing to do but to go and multiply in your 
own vulgar way ; only don't fall to work and forget to say 
grace. 

' See vol. L, n. 270 and a. 

' Formerly Hiss Speed. See on letter to Wharton, Janaary 
1702 (and vol. i., p. 301 n. 3). Also on the same letter for Walpole'H 
opinion about " Fingal." 
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The laureftte has honoiued me (as a friend of jrours,' 
for I know no other reason) with his new play a^ bis 
"Charge to the Poeta":' the first Tcry iniddling; the 

*, I wTongW ■ 
of Clare (U ^. . 
r at the UmTenity. 

" How oft, beneath some hoary shade 
Where Cam glides indolently alow, 
v. Haat thou, us indolently laid 

'.^ Prefer'd W heaven thy fav'rite vow; 

'v ' Here, here forever let me stay, 
' Here calmly loiter life away, 
' Nor all those vain conDections know 

Which fetter down the free-bom mind. 
The slave of interest, or of show ; 
Whilst you eay_ tenant of the grove. 
The happierheir of Nature's love. 
Can warble onconfin'd.'" 
See vol i., p. 266, n. I (where for Baaseyread Bnssey) ; and Index. 
• The new play of Mr. Whitehead was "The School for Lovers," 
acted at Dniry Lane, 1742. His poem waa "Address to yonthful 
Vttetm, apoelioCharKe." " This, aays Mr. Coleridge, "is perhaps 
th» heet and certainly the most interesting of his works. (See 
"Biograph. Lit.," i., p. 222.) This charge bronght on him the 
vindictive resentment of Chnrckill, who attacked uie Laureate [in 
" the Ghoet"] with a very reprehensible severity. See Anderson's 
" Life of Whitehead," p. 867. and Mason's " Life of Whitehead," 

E. 106. The portrait of Whitehead, from which the print before 
is works is taken, has been kindly presented to me irom Aston. 
— Mitford. "The School for Lovers" was an adaptation from 
" Le Testament " of Fontenelle, and is dedicated to the memory <A 
that writer. " Le Testament" is planned on the model of Uenan- 
driun (or Terentian) comedy ; the scene is laid in Greece ; it was 
never acted. Whitehead has "made the stery English," bub 
prides himself in the prologne, as he ori)^nally wrote it, on having 
observed the unities. Garrick, however^ insisted an shifting the 
scenes, and the proUigue, as spoken by him, is wbinudcally altered 
in deference to the popular taste : 

" What ea^er transport stares from every eye. 
When pnlhes rattle, and our genii fly 1 
When tin-cascades like falling waters sleam ; 
Or through the canvas — barste tlie real stream I 
While thirsty Islington laments in vain 
Half hei- New River roll'd to Dmtj-Lane." 
But the play itself is a verr tame thing ; it needs no change of 
scene ; and such devices could only have bronght its dnllness into 
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second I am pleased with, chiefly with the sense, and 
Bometames witii the verse and eipreBaioii; and yet the 
best thing he ever wrote was that " Elegy against Friend- 
ship'" you once shewed me, where the sense was detest- 
able; so that you see it is not at all necessary a poet 
should he a good sort of man — no, not even in his writings. 
Bob Hoyd' has published his works in a jast quarto 
volume, containing, among other things, a Latin transla- 
tion of my Elegy ; an epistle, in which is a very serious 
compliment to me by name,' particularly on my Pindaric 

stronger relief. The " Chuve to the Poeta " reaamea the theme of 
Whitehead's " Danger of Writing Verse " which was first printed 
"full twentv years before. It points at Churchill's maunera and 
eustoms in the lines ; 

" But chief avoid the boist'rons roaring sparks. 

The sons of fire !— you'll know them by their marks. 

Fond to be heard, they always conrt a croud, 

And tho' 'tis boirow'd nonsense, talk it loud. 

One epithet supplies their constant chime, 

Damn'd bad, damn'd good, damn'd low, and damn'd sublime ! " 

' See Whitehead's Works, vol. ii.,p. 129 [1774]; "Life of White- 
head," by Mason, u, 40. Masoii sospecte that the loss of Mr. 
Charles Townshend s friendship led Whitehead to write this poem. 
—From Mil/ord. Thongh in these verses Whitehead deplores the 
estrangement caused by social insincerity or different Hues of life, 
I have read them without discovering why Gray found their ex- 
tremely mild sense " detestable." 

" The associate of Cowper, in his days as a Templar, and, as we 
have seen, the parodist, ia company with the elder Colman, of 
Gray and Mason. He died in bis thirty-first or thirty-second year, 
little more than two years after the date of this letter. He was 
tlie son of an assistuit master at Westminster School ; became 
himself a, master there, after passing throngh lYimty, Cambridge ; 
bnt was soon disgusted with teaching ; aven^ng himself by writ- 
ing verses on the wretchedness of the profession, whilst earning a 
precarious livelihood by writing. He was the friend of Churchill, 
to whose sister he is said to have been engaged ; " he died," says 
Southe^, "if ever man died, of a broken heart," on hearing of 
ChnrciiiU's death, and his betrothed " sinking under the double 
loady' died soon after. 

' The praise of Gray occnrs in Lloyd's Epistle t« ChurchiU — 
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acDomplishments ; aad the veir two odea jon saw before, 
in which we were abused, ana a note to aaj thej were 
written in concert widi his friend Mr. Colman ; bo little 
value hare poets for themselvee, especially when they 
would make up a just rolume. Mr. Delap' is here, and 
has brought his cub to Trinity. He has picked up again 
purely since his nuBfortune, and is fat and well, all but a 
few bowels. He says Mrs. Pritchard' spoilt his Hecuba 
with sobbing so mnch, and that she was really so moved 
that she fell in fits behind the scenes. I much like Dr. 
I Lowth's ' Grammar ; it is concise, clear, and elegant. He 
I has selected bis soWisms from all the best writers of oar 
' tongue. I bear Mr. Hurd* is seriously writing ^^ainst 
Fingal, by the instigation of the devil and the bishop.' 
Can it be true ? I have exhausted all my literary news, and 
I have no other. Adieu. — ^I am truly yours, 

T. G. 

Mr. Brown has got a cap, and hopes for a suitable hood.* 
Tou must write a Une to toll him how to send them. I go 
to town on Monday, but direct to me here. 

' 8m voL L, p. 329, n. 1, where deh the statement that Delap 
became Bectoi irf Lewes. 

* Mn. Pritehard acted the heroine in JohnBon's "Irene," eai 
was to have been strangled on the etue, bnt the andienee ehonted 
" murder ! " and she had to go off alive. Johnson considered her 
a mechanical aotreee, though as Beeaba she seems to have been 
lather too emotionaL " In common life," said Johnson, " she was 
a vulgar idiot and wonld talk of her gownd." W&lpole always 

ria highly of her powers as an actress ; while recognizing that 
was too iat to ptar J ane Shore, he praises her as Lady Mac- 
beth aad Beatrice. She lived near hira, as did Kitty Clive, at 
Twickenham ; died in 1T6S in her flft^-seventh year, and has a 
tablet in Westminster Abbey, placed there by her admirers, with 
an epitaph by William Whitehead. 

' The first edition of Lowth's "Short Introdnction to English 
Grammar" was in 1762. See on its merits Home Tooke's "Diver. 
aions of Porley," vol. ii., p. 90, and Mitford's " Harmony of Lan- 
guage," p. 377.— From Mit/ont. See vol. L, p. 282, n. 1. He 
became Bishop of St. David^ hi 1768. 

* See vol. i., p. 347, n. 3 : 366, n. 1, and Index. 
' Warbnrton, Bishop of Glonceeter. — MUford. 

' These are to enable Mason to make a dignified appearance in 
York Minster. See letter to Brown, July 19, '62. 
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OOXLI. To Wharton. 



DSAS DOOTOB 

I h&ve no other appreliensioii, if I should come 
into the Iforth, than that of somehow incommoding you 
and your family ; & yet I beliere, my strong inclination to 
see you and your Carthage ' will prevail over so reasonahle 
an apprehension, as to all the inconveniences, that i^ard 
myself, & w^" you are ao kindly providing against, I set tiiem 
at nought, however you shall know of my motions before 
I stir. 

You are not to take this for a letter: it is a message, 
that I am forced to send, there is a Mr. Thomas Homsby, 
an Apothecary at Durham, who makes a sort of Lozenges, 
said to be good in a gouty cough, and indigestions. A 
relation of mine, a poor girl,' who is exceedingly ill, having 
had some of these from the Abdy-family (whose stock is 
nearly exhausted) fancies they do her great service. I 

< Wharton, a« appears from the letter to Brown last mentioned, 
is building &nd altering on a, large scale at Old-Park, and Gray 
compares this to the Duildinc; of Carthage, as doBcribed in the 
second " Mveid," I. 421 »q., " Miratur molem JSneas,"etc. : 



The Tynans, all astir, are bard at work. 
Some adding to the walls, some piling np 
The citadel, some rolling blocks of stone," etc 

[Sir Theodore Martin's transl.) 
' This is either one of the Misses Antrobns at Cambridge, or 
some relation of theirs and GraVs, otherwise untraceable. It 
appears from the poet's will that Mary and Dorothy Antrobos were 
his seeoTui cousiua, for the Borotl^ Comyns there mentioned is the 
' ' Dolly "AntrobuB of hk letter to Brown from London, October 26th, 
1764, after whoee health Gray begs "le petit bonhomme" to in- 
quire. Between that date and July Qnd, 1770, when Gray siened 
his will, she had married a Mr. Comyns, or Cammins, a merchant 
of Cambridge. Maryand Dorothy were sisters, grandchildren uf one 
of Gray's uncles on the mother's sida It is probable that Mary was 
the senior of the two, and the post-mistress at Cambridge ; they 
were of conrse mnch yoonger than Gray, and Cole, very naturally, 
though erroneously, took them to be his nieces. I think that 
" Dolly " is the yonne peraon for whom the lozenges are wanted. 
(See Gny's will in fiSiford's edition of Us wor^ vol. L, Ap- 
pendix A ; and extract from Cole's MS8., ib,. Appendix C.) 
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therefore mast b^ yon would send to Mr. Homsby, & let 
him put np a qu^ter of a pound in as little compaas aa be 
can, &, send it to the Post^Maater (directed to M" Antrobua, 
Post-MistreBB at Cambridge), & let him put it in the mail, 
the Booner this can be done the better, & you irill oblige 
me & the patient. 

I am sorry, you are forced to complain of this untoward 
suffocating season : but who has escaped without illness ? 
for me I h&ve felt neither cold nor fever : but I hare had 
two slight attacks of the Gout after near three years inter- 
mission : it is well, if I esc^>e so. 

Adieu, Deax Doot^ My best eerrices to Mrs. Wharton. 
Z am ever truly yours, 

T: aBAT. 

June 4. 1762. 

Pemb: Hall. 

I am just retum'd hither from London, where I have 
been these two months. 



OOXLII. To Maton. 

Pembroke HaU, Monday, 176S. 
Dbas Masok 

If you still are residii^ and precentii^ at Tork, 
I feel a great propensity to visit you there in my way north- 
wards. Do not be frightened ; for I do not mean to be 
invited to your house. I can bring many reasons gainst 
it, but will content lOTself with referring you to Mr, "White- 
head's " Satire on ^endship," ' the sentiment of which 
you tiiought as natural as I did the verses. I therefore 
desire of you to procure me a lodging by the week (the 
cheaper the better), where there is a parlour, and bed- 
chamber, and some closet (or other place near it) for a 
servant's bed. Perhaps I may stay a fortnight, and should 
like, when I have a mind, to have sjiy little thing dressed 
at home ; probably I may arrive next week, but you shall 
have exacter notice of my motions when they are settled. 

' See letter of March 17th, mipra. It might be an inference 
from this poem, in Gniv's sinister interpretation of it, that too 
much pTozmiity was fatal te friendship. 
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Dr. Delap' (your friend) is here, and we celebrate very 
cordially your good qualities in spite of all your bad ones. 
We are rather aorry that yon, vho have so ]ust a sense of 
the dignity of your function, should write letters of wit 
and humour to Lord D.* and his sweet dat^hter in the 
Boyal (I think it is) or Lady's Ma^amne ; but you axe very 
rightly served for your vivacity and reflection upon poor 
K. Hnnter.' Adieu. — I am truly yours, 

T. G. 

Pray write a line directly to say if you are at York. 

OCXLin. To Wharton* 
Deab Doctob 

I have paea'd a week here with M' Precentor, & 
assisted at all his functions in the Minster with the greatest 

' See on Maich 17th, mwro, and references there. 

* There is no Ladj/') Magaane of that date in the British 
Mnaeam. There ia the Royal or Gentleman'^ Maaaeine. Through 
the volumes of 1761 and 1762 I have looked, but no letters to 
Lord D. and Ms daughter appear in them. — Milford. For the 
Ladi/s Magazine Goldsmith was writing in 1759. 

' See Walpole's Miscellaneous Corretpondenee, iv. 211-214 [to 
Montaga, Febraary 22nd, 1782J. "In oil yonr reading, true or 
false, have you heard ofa young Earl, married to the moat beautiul 
woman in tne world. Lord of the Bedchamber, a general officer, and 
with a great estate, quitting everything, — his young wife, world, 
property, for life, in a pacquet-boat with a Miss ! I fear yonr con- 
neuoQ will but t<io readily lead yon to tlie name of the peer ; it's 
Henry Earl of Pembroke, the nymph Kitty Hunter. The town 
and Lady Pembroke were first witnesses to the intrigue, last Wed- 
nesday, at a great ball given at Lord Middleton'a ; on Thursday 
they decamped." The peer was Henry, tenth Earl of Pembroke, 
who married, in March, 1750, Lady Elizabeth Spencer, second 
daughter of the third Duke of Marlwirongh. They lived for some 
time eeparated, but he afterwards ran avtay with her I .' They were 
reconciled and lived together.^-Mil/oi^, Miss Catharine Hunter, 
daughter of Thomas Orby Hnnter, at this time (17fi2) one of the 
Lords of the Admiralty. She afterwards married Captidn AInred 
Clarke, who died September ISth, 1832, aged 87, Field-Marshal 
Sir AInred Clarke, G.C.B.— Cunningham. 

* Endorsed: 

To 

Dr Wharton MiD; at 
Old Park near 

Dniham. 
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i^olari^. he is at present gone to meet L' A IJad^ 
HoldemeBse at Aston, but returns (I believe) on Wednes- 
day ; after V* (on Saturday or Snndar probably) I hope 
to see you at Old-Park, i£ yon hare no objection, otherwise 
you will direct me at Itfason's. Adien, I am ever 

Tours 
T.G. 
July 10. 17«2. York. 



CCXLIT. To John Chute.' 

Mt Due 8* 

I was yesterday told, that Turner * (the Professor 
of Modem History here ') was dead in London, if it be 
true ; I conclude it is now too late to begin askii^ for it : 
but we had (if you remember) some conTersataon on that 
Head at Twickenham;* & as you have probably found 
some Opportunity to mention it to M' WT since, I would 
gladly know bis Thoughts about it. What he can do, he 
only can tell us : what he will do, if be can, is with me no 
Question, if he could find a proper channel ; I certainly 
might ask it vith as much, or more Propriety, than any 
one in this Place, if any thing more were done, it should 
be as private as possible ; for if the People, who have any 
Sway here, could prevent it, I think they would most 
zealously. I am not sorry for writing you a little in- 
terested Letter : perhaps it is a Stratagem ; the only one I 
had left, to provoke an Answer from you, & revive our — 
Correspondence, shall I call it ? there are many particulars 

' Printed in " Gray and His Friends." 

' Shallet Tnmer, M. A., of Peterhonse, WM ProfeeBor of Modem 
History and Laugnf^ee from 173S to 17S2. 

' Gray therefore writes from Cambridge : bnt was in Loudon the 
day before. Cf. next letter. 

!■ Strawberry-Hill. ' WaJpole. 

* Graymay nave exaggerated their hostility. Bnt lie was in the 
dangerous position of arree lance, with a great deal of indirect 
iaJBuence and a sarcastic homonr, to which in talk and coirespond- 
ence, and sometimes in epigram, he was apt to give the rein. His 
qnairel wi^ Peterhonse oonld not have mended matters. He 
became, as we have seen, alive to the need of cantion, when be had 
tliis Frofeesorship iu view. 
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relating to yon, that liave long interested me more than 
twenty Matters of this Sort, but yon have had no B^ard 
for my CnrioBity ; & yet it is something, that deserrea a 
better Kame I I don't bo ncofh as know yonr Direction, or 
that of M' Whithed.' Adieu ! I am ever 

Tours 
TGbat. 

CCXLT. To Wharton. 

Dbas Doctob 

I feel Tery nngratefnl every day, that I continue 
silent, & yet I do not write to you : but now the pen is in 
my hand, and I am in for it. when I left you, in spite of 
the rain I went out of my way to Bichmond, and made a 
shift to see the Castle, tt look down upon the valley, 
through which the SwaJe winds : that was all the weather 
would permit, at Bippon I visited the Church,' which we 
had n fleeted before, with some pleasure, and saw the Ure 
full to ita brink & very inclinable to oveiiQow. some ieini, 
gleams of sunshine gave me an opportunity of walking 
over Studlev,' and descending into the ruins of Fountain's 
Abbey,* which I examined with attention. Z pass'd over 
the ugly moor of Harrowgate, made a bow to the Queen's- 
Head, and got late at night to Leedes : here the rain was 
BO perverse I could scarce see the Town, much leas go to 
EirkstaJl- Abbey,' w"* was my intention ; so I proceeded to 

' This cannot be Franda WMthed (otheiwiM Thistlethwaite) 
witti whom Gray travelled in Italy (vol. i, pp. 117 and 144, ftnd nn. 
where read Wolterton). That Whithed died in 1761 (see Walpote 
to Mann, April let of that year). To the elder of the brotlieTe 
hponwhoeeeotidnot Wal^H/.c, comments eoKT«relj, he had left 
t£e Norton estate, and it is poesible that one condititm was that tiie 
legatee should take the name of Whithed. 

' Now the Cathedral Chnn^ of the diocese of Ripon, of which 
the fitrt Bishop was appointed in 1838. " Before " refers to Gray's 
former visit to thesepwts in 17S3. See next note. 

* See vol. i, p. 233, u. 4, and compare letters te Wharton of 
July 14, and to Mason of Joly 24, YlsL 

* Foonded in 1132 for Benedictines from York who had adopted 
tiie Cutercian role. The rains are of varioos styles, from Nonnan 
to Perpendicnlar. 

* On the Aire, a little before it reaches Leeds. The ruins are 
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Wakefield,' & Wentworth Castle.* here the Sun again 
induced me, and open'd as beaatlfnl a scene of ri<^ & 
cultivated country, as (I am told) Yorkeliire affords, the 
water is all artificial, but with an air of nature; much 
wood ; a very good house in the Q: Anne style, w** is now 
new-fronting in a far better taste by the present Earl ; 
many pictures not worth a farthing, & a castle built only 
for a plaything on the top of the hiU as a point of view, & 
to command a noble prospect. I went on to ESteffield, 
liked the situation in a -ralley by a pretty river's side,' 
surrounded with charming hills : saw the handsome 
parish-church* with the chappel & monuments of the 

viaible from the line between Leeds and Bradford. It was fonnded 
Id 1192 for dstercUns from Fonntains Abber. 

' It is strange that Gray takes no notice oE the beantifDl parish 
CbnTcb here, now the Cathedral Church of the dioiMse created in 
1888. In his d 
spire, 247 feet 1 „ 
whole Btractnre « , .... 

' See Walpole's "Observations on Modem Gardening," voL iL, 
p. 64& of his Collected Works, 1798. " if a model is songht of the 
most perfect task in architecture, where grace softens dignity, and 
lightness attempers magnificence ; where proportion removes eveir 
part from pecnuar observation, and delicacy of execution recalu 
every uirt to notice ; where the position is the most happ^, and 
even the colour of the stone the moat harmonions, the virtuoso 
shonld be directed to the new front of Wentworth Caatle; the 
resnlt of the same elegant judgement that had before distribnted 
BO many beauties over that domain ; and culled from wood, water, 
hills, proBpeeta and bnildingf, a compendinm of pictoreaqne natnre, 
improvedby the chastity of art."— Jtfi^orij. In a letter to Bentley 
from Wentworth Castle (dated Aug. 'Mt), Walpole says that the 
fnmt that existent was built under Bott, a FroBsian architect, 
by the last lord ; he means the Earl of Strafford, who was Pope's 
correspondent, and died in 1739. 

* There are several rivers which may claim to have the present 
Shel&eld upon their bsjiks, Gn^ probably means the Don (or the 
SheaJ, from which the town gets its name). 

* The Church of S. Peter, originally, and at this date, Cmciform, 
bat now, by many additions, rectuigular ; mainly, at least at 
present, in the Perpendicular st; le. It has been restored in the 
nineteenth centnry at great cost ; but the monumentB for which it 
isremarlcabtehave been carefully preserved. MacaulayC History," 
vol. i., c iii.) has an intereeting paragraph on the growth of Shaf- 
field, from which we gather that the to«^, though even when Gray 
saw it, picturesque, had, long before his time, bc^aa to pay the 
penalty of its special toil (practised as early as Chaucer's day] in 
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Talbots.' then I eotored the Peak,* a, countrey beyond 
comparison uglier than any other I have seen in England, 
black, tedious, barren, & not mountainous enough to please 
one with its horrors, this is mitdgated, since you were there,' 
by a road like a bowling-green, which soon brought me to 
Chatsworth. , The house has the air of a Palace, the bills 
rising on three of its sides shut out the view of its dreary 
neighbourhood, & are covered with wood to their tops : 
the front opens to the Derwent winding thro' the valley, 
which, by the art of M' Brown* is now always visible & 

the enfeebled framee of its craftomen. It aeems to have been one 
of the Yorkshire centres for ths literatnre snd uewe of the day. 
Seen. 161, n. 1. 

' There are in the church monuments to four EarlB of Shrewa- 
bnry ; and Gray mast have noticed there, though he doee not men- 
tion it, one to Roflet, secretary to Majy Queen of Scots in the 
course of her long confinement at Sheffield Ca^e (a fabric destroyed 
in the CivU Wan, 1646). 

' See to Wharton, June 21, '67, at which date he was about 
to visit Dovedale and the wonders of the Peak, including, no donbt, 
the famous cavem. 

^ " The roads, or rather the paths of this wild country were 
satirized by their native poet. Cotton," as Scott tells ns in describing 
Julian Peveril's efforts to reach his home (" Peveril of the Peak, 
c. 23). But Cotton, if he conld satirize, could speak very prettily 
and affectionately of his native scenes, the 



" I would deem myself over-happy," he exclaims, 

" Might I in this desert place— 
WhiSi meat men in diteovrte dUaraet — 
Live but undisturbed and free 1 

* Lauucelot — " Capability " Brown, as he was called, from his 
favourite phrase, " capable" of this or that, when suggesting im- 
provemente. He had once been head gardener at Stowe (Lord 
" • ■ " a much "run after" by noble lords, a 

the style of their grounds. " 

1 the aesthetic management of water 
ie famous, but ni^ardly, Duke of Mai 
a splendid bridge over a tiny riTulet, provoking the ironie lines 



the fashion in the style of their grounds. He was especially 
great in the aesthetic management of water ; tboa in Blenheim 
Park the famous, but ni^ardly, Duke of Marlhorou^ had built 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



266 GBAT'B LETTEBS. 

fall to ita brim, for heretofore it conld not well be aerai 
(bnt in rainy seasons) from the windows, a handBome 
bridge ia lately tjirown over it, & the stables taken away, 
w** ttood fall in view between the hottee & the river, the 
prospect opens here to a wider tract of conntry terminated 
by more distant hills : this scene is yet in its infuicy, the 
objects are thinly scatter'd, & the clamps and plantations 
lately made, but it promiBes well in time, within doors 
the rnmitore corresponds to the stateliness of the appart- 
menta, fine tapestry, marble doorcases with frait, flowers, 
& f oli^e, excellently done by Old Gibber's Father,* windows 
of plate glass in gilded frames, & snch a profusion of 
dibbonB* * best earring in wood, viz. I>ead-(Hme, fish, 
shells, flowers, &e: as I never saw anywhere, the delings 



But the art of Brown made a coiuiderable body of water flow nnder 
the arch, and, as Boawell says, drtywned the epigram (" Life of 
Johnson," under date 1770). 

< Cains Gabriel Gibber (1630-1700) was a Dane (more exactly, a 
Holateiner), and came to England during the Protectorate, or 
soon after the Restoration. He made the bas-reliefs on the Honn- 
ment, and the statues of Melancholy and Maduees, which once 
ornamented the entrance to Bedlam 

(" Where o'er the gates, I^ his famed lather's hand. 
Great Gibber's bruen bramless brothers stand. 

Duneiad, L 31, 32), 

and are now at South Kensington. He also made the four stataes 
over the Library of Trinity, Cambridge, which Byron is said to 
have treated so diaregpectfally. The maiden name of Cains 
Gibber's second wife was Colley ; hence the laoreate's ChristiBn 
name. Cains was much employed by the foarth Earl (who became 
the first Bnke) of Devonshire. Colley Gibber died in 1767 ; his 
son, Theophilns, in 1758. 

' Grinling Gibbons, who was bom in 1648, hat whether at 
Botterdam or In London, and whether of Dutch or English parents, 
is disputed. He was recommended by Evelyn to Charles 11. He 
worked in statuary as well as wood-carving ; the bronze statue of 
James IL (oppoeite the Editcation Office) and the base of the 



at Petwortb in Sussex, the seat of the Earl of Egremout, in tiie 
Cbapel and the Library of Trinity, Cambridge, and many other 
places. He died in 1721. 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



TO WHARTON. 267 

aad Btaircases all painted hj Verrio ' or L^uerre, ia their 
uHoal sprawling way, & no other pictures, but in one room 
8 or 10 portraits, some of them very good, of Jtuues & 
Charles the first's time, the gardens ' are small, & in the 
French style; with water<worka, particularly a gra^d 
Cascade of steps, & a Temple cTeavx at the head of it. 
from thence I went to Hardwick.' one would think Maiy 
Queen of Scots, was but Just walked dowu into the Park 
with her guard for haJf-an-hour. her Gallery, her room of 
audience, her anti- chamber,* yfith the rery canopies, chair 
of state, footstool, Lit-de-repos,' Oratory, carpets, & hang- 
ings, just as she left them, a little tatter'd indeed, but 
the more venerable ; & all preserved with religious care, & 
paper'd up in winter, the park & country are just like 

' In the ohspel at "Tinion's Villa," writes Pope, 
" On painted ceilings you devoutly staie 
Where epranl the saintB of Venio or Lagnerre." 
Verrio (1634-1707) was & Neapolitan, Lagnerre (1663-1721) a 
Parisian ; the latter came to London in 1683. He Is the prototype 
of the M. Comichoit in Thackeray's "Bany Lyndon," the artut 
who wanted to decorate the family pew lu the parish church 
with Cupids, to the scandal and indignation of good Dr. Huff. 

" These gardens were remodelled by the femons Sir Joseph 
Paxtou, when he was head -gardener, and manager of the Duke of 
Devonshire's estates. It was the splendid glaas conservatory which 
he made at Chataworththat snKgested the Great Exhibition Bnild- 
ing of 1851 and the Ci^tal Pal^ at Sydenham, both of which he 
designed. 

* Seat of the Duke of Devonshire in Derbyshire (five miles 
north-we«t of Mansfield, Notts.). Mibford refers us to the 
"Gentleman's Marazine" of Angnst, 1735, p. 175; and Knight 
("Popular Hist, of England," iii. 160), to a paper by the Rev. 
J. Hunter in " Archaeoliwa," vol. xxxii. tor evidence that Mary 
never was imprisoned at Hardwick. But Knigbt adds that Bishop 
Kennet (now 205 years a^o) said of Maiy that "her anus and 
other ensigns are still remaining at Hardwick ; her bed was taken 
away for plunder in the Civil Wars." 

' [So Gray, teate me ; whether designedly or carelessly, I do not 
know. Mitford also found anH-chamber ; Mr. Gosse, ante-cham- 
ber. It is consoling sametimta to escape condemnation by two 
independent authorities. 1 

' This, we may note, is quite consistent with Bishop Eennet's 
statement; a Iit-rfe-r«posiswhat in Elizabethan English was called 
a " day-bed " ; as Littr^ explains the word, "petit Ut has et sans 
ridean, ob I'on ee repose pendant le ionr." It was the statelier 
piece ai furniture that had disappeared. 
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Hertf ordshin^ I vent by Chesterfield & Hansfield to re- 
virit mj old £riend the Trent at Nottii^hAm, where I 
puMed 2 or 3 days, & from thenoe took stage-coach to 
London. 

When I arriTed there, I fonnd Professor Tnmer' had 
been dead above a fortnight, & being cocker'd and Bjorited 
np by some friends (the' it was rather of the latest) I got 
my name so^^ested to L' B:.* you may easily imagine 
who' undertook it,' and indeed he did it wiui zeaL I 
received my answer very soon, w^ was iriiat you may 
easily imagine, but joined witii great professions of &ta ' 
dfire to ierve me on any future occasion, & many more 
fine words, that I pass over, not out of modesty, but for 
another reason, so you see I have made my fortune, like 
8' Pn WroDghead-* lius nothing is a profound secret, and 
□o one here suspects it even now: today I hear, that 
Delaval' has got It, but we are not yet certain : next to 
myself I wish'd for him. 

' For Gray's appUc»tion for the profesaaraliip see pree. letter 

' Bnte. 

' Whetber Gray, writing to Wharton, meana Walpole or Sir 
Henry Erskine, mnat be doubtfnL 

* iW person was the late Sir Henry Erakine. As this was the 
only application Mr. Gray ever made to ministiy, I thought it 
necessary to inaerb his owa account of it. The plaice in qneition 
was civento the tutor of Sir James Ixtwther. — Mattm. 

' Probably Lord Bnt«'s. 

• Sir FraDCis Beadpiax in Vanbmgb's unfinished " Jonmey to 
London " ; but re-named, I think, by Gibber, when he completed 
the play. Sir Francis is a conntry gentleman, elected to Parlia- 
ment, and auxioos for a place : 

" . . .Sir Francis, says my lord, what sort of a place may yon 
have turned your thoughts npon? My lord, says L b^cgars must 
not be chooaen ; but some place abont a thousand s year, I be- 
lieve, might do pretty weel to begin with. Sir Francis, oays he, 
' I thall be glad to serve you in anything I can' ; and saying these 
words he gave me a squeeze by the band, as much aa to say, I'll 
do your bosiuess. And so he turned to a lord that was there, who 
looKed aa if he came for a place, too. 

" TJnde Richard. And lo ytmrforlun^t made.' 

" Sir Fran. Don't yon think bo, uncle ! 

" Uncle Richard. Yes, for just so mine was made— twenty years 
ago." (ActiiLsc. 1.) 

' See vol. L, p. 217, n, 2, Gray, it will be seen, was misin- 
formed. 
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You Bee ire have made a peace.' I shall be silent about 
it, because if I aaj anything aotiiuiiusterial, 70a viU tell 
me, 7011 knov the reasoo ; £ if I approve it, 70U will tell 
me, I have expectations still, all I Knonr is, that the D: 
of Newcastle & L' Hardwiclc both say, it is an excellent 
Peace ; & only M' Pitt calls it inglorions and ineridioas. 

I had a litUe Qoat twice, while I was in Town, which 
confined me some time : yet 1 bespoke your churs. they 
are what is call'd Boui-ehaira, but as they are to be a little 
better in shape & materials than ordinary, will come to 
about 6 9a chair. I desired your Brother ' to judge, how 
he perform'd, & the first, that was mode, was to be sent 
him to see. 

My best respects attend M" Wharton, who I suppose, 
receives them in bed. how does she doe? My compli- 
ments to Miss. I am erer truly 

Tours 

Cambridge, Deo: 4, 1762. 

Mason is in Yorkshire now, but I miss'd of him. 



CCXLTI. To Maton. 

Camkridge, December 31, 17^ 
Dkas Masoit — 

As to mj pardon, for which yon supplicate, yon 
know too well how easily it is obtained without any reason 
at all ; but now I have a very good one, as I have read the 

' A courier arriTsd with the PreliiniDariea of Peace with Fnuice 
and Spain on November 8th, and Wslpole wrote next day to 
Mann — " It was signed on the third ; tncladeii Spain, saves Portn- 
gaJ, and leaves the hero sad heroine of Germany [Frederick and 
the EmpTesS'Qneen] to scratch out one another's last eye." The 
debate m Parliament on these Preliminariea took place five days 
after the date of Gray's letter. In the Lords tbej were approved 
withoat a division, thoogb after a warm and aerinioaiotui debate ; 
—in the Commons by 319 votes to 65, —in spite of a memorable 
speech of three honn and a half, which Pitt delivered ander great 
physical snffering. See the dramatic acconut of this in Macanlay's 
second Essay on the Earl of Chatham. The essajrist follows Wal- 
pole, who witnessed the scene. 

* Mr, Jonathan [Wharton] in BcHwell Court, see p. 248, n. 5. 
" He " means the cmur-maker. 
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third book ot tbe Okott,^ where Chorchill has so mumbled 
Mr. Whitehead,* to whom you owe all your priiunples (see 

' The silly, wicked, and malicion« imprntnie of tbe Cock-lane 
Gho«t bronght faaliioii and nobility, and even royalty, into contact 
with eqnalor in a very odd way. See Walpole's Lettora of Feb. 2 
and 26, 1TS2; " Memoirs, Geoi^ III.," vol. i.,c. x. ChnrchiU made 
the Ghoat a. pee on which to hang a great deal of indiMrimiuate 
satire which had nothina; to do with it In fact be began the poem 
nnder the title, "The Fortone-teller," almost six years before the 
GboBt was heard of. Mitford teila db that ' ' in Gray's copy of 
Churchill's Poemi, collected a« they appeared, and bonnd np by 
him in one volome, the Ghost is omitMd." There were in this 



« probable that Gray pailied with " the Ghoat," because he 

set little valne upon it, tliaD becaoBs he happens to be mentioned 
in It. Tbe reference is in the Second Book, to those 
" By Fielding's hnrooni led astray 
Atm pUtintwefopa, dehavehed by Gray 
Who Hit together in a ring 
And langh and prattle, write and sing." 
The phraung here is rude, but not really more nnoomplimentaty 
to Gray than to Fielding; and little more is meant thaa tiiat 
"Tom Jones" and "TheEl^y" had their servile fmitatora : with 
the addition, of some signiflcance, that Gray's were amoDgtbose who 
had leisQie to be melancholy. The slight difference in Cborchill's 
treatnient of the two is amply eiplainM by the fact that fielding 
was dead, and past wonoouig in any way. Churchill mentions 
Gray once more m tbe poBthnmonB " Jonruey " : where he says of 
tbe Hoses: 

" Let them, though modest. Gray, more modest, woo. 
Let them with Mason bleat, and bray, and coo. " 



In neither of these notices is there anything that can be called 

B>inted critieism ei Gray's poetry: and in "Gotham" (1764), 
bnrchill helps to make the " Elegy " proverlaal, 
"So that they neither give a tawdry glare 
Nor ' waste their sweetness on tbe desert ur. " 
* Chnrohill here attacks both Paul and William Whitdiead, but 
carefully distinguishes them. According to him the author of 
" Manners " is a powerful satirist, but a most immoral man ; but 
theLanieste, 

" Who, from amidst his slnmbering guards 
Deals out a charge to subject bards ; 
Who, chamraon sworn in virtne'a cause 
'Gainst vice nis tiny bodkin draws, 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



TO lUSOH. 271 

the nnpubliBhed elegy de Amidtia), that it would be base 
in me to demand any farther satia&ction. This only I 
^all odd, that I would rather steal the Laureate's Tenes 
than Mb sentiments. 

I am sorry for the disa^eeable event you mention, 
which I learnt by mere accident from Mr. Curtail in a 
coffee-house. I do not doubt it must have taken up a 
good deal of your thoughts and time, and should wish to 
know whether there are any hopes o£ the poor fellow's 
recoTery. 

We have received your poetical packet' and delivered 
them to the several parties. The sentiments we do not 
remark, as we can find nothing within ourselves congenial 
to them : for the expressitai, we hint (but in a low, timid 
voice) that there is a want of strength and spirit ; in short, 
they are nothing like the choruses in Elfrida, only the 
lines that relate to Lady C 'a beauty* have made a 

But to no part of pradence etranger. 

First blanls the point for fear of daDRW " 

is thus invoked : 



"Msaon," says Mitford, "foond amo^ Whitehead's papers sou« 
nnpiinted fia^ents of a eotinter-ieuju which the Laureate was 
prepariDg, hegwning, 

" So from h: 

Into Boiae n 



From which we learn where Churchill was wounded 
"Charge": it is a personal note, and bioeraphically inte 
See qaotation on letter to Mason of March 17, supra. 

' These contained copiee of the Elee; on the death o 
Coventry, on whicli see the letters of November 28th and 
ber 10th, 1760. 



' Probably the 
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deep impreanon upon us ; we get them bj heart and apply 
them to our BempstreBses and bedmakers. This is (I 
Uiiuk) the aum and aubstance of our reflections here ; 
onlr Mrs. Butherf ord ' obserrea that there is great delicacy 
and tendemesB in the manner of treating bo frail a 

character aa that of Lady C , and that yon have found 

a way to reconcile contempt and compassion: these might 
DOt be her words, but this was the sense of them ; I don't 
believe she had it from the doctor. 

I rejoice (in a weakly way you may be sure, aa I have 
not seen him some years, and am in ao different a way of 
life), but I rejoice to bear of any accession to Mr. Hiird's 
fortune,' as I do not believe he will be uiythiug the worse 
for it. Forester * (whom I perceive you can still remember) 
is removed from Eaaton * to a better living by his patron 
Lord Uaynard, on purpose to get rid of bim ; for Eastoa 
is his own parish, and he was aick to death of his com- 
puiy. He IS now seated just by his brother Falter,' and 
they are mortal foea. 

Mr. Brockctt ' has got old Turner's profesaorship, and 

genteel, and her face rather smallei than one conld wish, con- 
trideiing the height that it is placed, and her drcM appeared more 
in the Btyle of an opera^dancer than an English laay of qnalitv. 
Lady DL Egerton and Mrs. Selwyu appearM dther of them fully 
as pretty to my eyes, with the addition of great modesty." The 
expresBion "so frail a character " allndes to the general rnmonr at 
the time, that Lord Bolingbroke had been too much in the good 
graces of the Couotesa. — fftm Milord. 

' Wife of Dr. Kntherford, Begins ProfesBOr ot Divinity, for 
whom see vol. i.,p. 160, n. 2; vol. iL, p. 64, n. 4; tb., p. 77. 

' Mr. Hard had the sinecure rectory of Folkton, near Ifaidling 
ton, Yorkshire, given him by the Lord Chancellor (Earl of North- 
ington), on the recommendation of Mr. Allen, of Prior Park, 
NoTember2, neS.—Mi(ford. 

' See ToL i, p. 338, o. 6, where for 1759 read 1769. 

* Near Dnnmow, Essex, the seat of Lord Maynard. — MUford. 

• His brother, " Paidter Forrester."— Jtfiy^. If Mitford is 
right, the father's name was also Ptndt^. 

' Lawrence Broekett, see on Letter CLVIL, p. 1. Macanlay 
ii«fB("Earl of Chatham," Esaay H.): " When the anthor of the 
'Bard' and of the 'El^r in a Conntry Chnrchyatd ' ventoied to 
ask for a professorship, the emolnments of which he much needed, 
and for the dntiee of which he was, in many reemcts, better 
qaalified than any man living, he was refused, and ute poet was 
bestowed on the pedagogue under whose care the favonnte's son- 
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Delaval has lost it' When ve meet I have sometlimg to 
tell you on this subject I hope to continue liere till 
March ; if not, I shall inf onn jou. How does the peace 
a^ree with you P Adieu. — I am ever yours. 

' In a mannsoript pocket-book of Gray's, at Aston, of the year 
1762, I read the followinc entry;— "Nov. i. Prof, asked of D. of 
N. by Lord P, andSirF. B. D. (Ce. Sir Francii Blake Delaval).— 
Satorday, Nov. 1702. Heard for certain that professorship i« 
given away, and not to D 1." — MUford. 

Observe that Gray does not apply to the Dake of Newcastle, the 
Chancellor of the Univendty. 
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REMINISCENCES OF GRAY 

BY HIS INTIMATE FRIEND THE 

EEV. NORTON NlCHOLLS 

NOV. 18, 1805.' 



D,o,i..ci by Google 



Norton Nicholls was born in 1742, wid edncated at Eton, when 
Barnard was head master. He had also the advantage of volunteiy 
tuition from Sumner at the eame school. He went thence to Trinity 
Hail, and, at the age of eighteen or nineteen was introduced bo 
Gray. Of thia or a subaequent interview he has given an account ; 
but Mathias adds that Nicholls was wont to express himself as awe- 
Htmck at first by the " lightning glance " from the poet'a eye. By 
Gray'a advice he travelled m France, Switzerland and Italy. Whilst 
he was abroad he formed a friendahip with Count Firmian, the 
Austrian nuniat«r at Milan, and through him gained admiasion to 
distii^nished eodetv in more than one forei^ country. Nicholls, 
Mathias says (and his teatimony here is nnimpeachable), was an 
excellent Italian and French scholar. Ere he returned from the 
continent his friend and adviser was no more. AfWr this he lived 
in the main at Blnndeston, four mOes from Lowestoft, and not far 
from the two Suffolk livinga which he held, and there he had built 
a villa, and laid out grounds, of which Manias thought men ought 
to speak with the reverence (what«ver that may amount to) which 
ia attached to Shenatone's Leasowes. We learn from the same au- 
thority, that he was a good economiat, and maintained hie house 
and OTonnda and exercised hospitabty, only upon the income of his 
two livings, supplemented by a modest patrimony. He was also a 
justice of tiie peace, and discreet and diligent m what Mathias 
calls " the unbought defence of civilized society." Of his ohaerva- 
tions abroad he seems, after the example Gray set and recom- 
mended, to have kept a record, which perhaps has never been pub- 
liahed. Like Grayne was a model of filial affection; hia mother 
lived with him, and he was buried in the same grave with her. He 
was of delicate constitution, but by care and regimen he lived to 
his sixty-eighth year, and died Nov. 22nd, 1809. (More about him 
will appear in his correspondence with Gray. In the above brief 
notice I have epitomized the letter of Mathias written upon hia 
death and prefixed to vol, v of Mitford's Gray.} 
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REMINISCENCES OF GRAY. 

DuaiNo the latter part of the life of Mr. Gray I enjoyed 
the inestimable adTantage of living more in hia society than 
any other person whom I recollect, and on a footing of the 
greatest intimacy ; daring that preciouB time, never, alas I 
to be recalled, it scarcely occurred to me that I might lose 
Mm, and I neglected to commit to writing opinions and 
conversations, of which, though I remember some after an 
interval of thirty-four years, yet many have faded away 
from my memory and are gone. It is a small atonement 
for this neglect, but the only one in my power, to write 
now the little which I still can recal with certainty, and I 
promise not to hazard a syllable of which I am not certain. 
I shall begin with what I knew of his moral character. 
Ability, talents, genius, the highest acquisitions of science 
and knowledge, were, in his opinion, of little account com- 
pared with virtue, which, he often used to quote to me from •■ 
Plato, is nothing but "the exercise o£ right reason." I 
remember, in the early part of my acquaintance with him, 
saying, that some person was " a clever man ; " he cut me 
short, and said, " Tell me if he is good for anything." In 
the choice of his acquaintances he certainly often preferred 
persons of excellent moral character to those of superior 
ability ; and had an aversion for those who were vicious, 
profligate, and unprincipled, which no admiration of their 
genius could subdue, or even soften. The great object of 
his detestation was ToUaire, whom he seemed to know even 
beyond what had appeared of him, and to see with the eye 
of a prophet in his future mischiefs ; he said to me, " ao 
one iinows the mischief that man wiJl do." When I took 
my leave of him, and saw him for the last time, at hig 



D,0,l7PCihyGt.)t5'^le 



278 oea.t's lettebs. 

lod^g in JermTii Street, before I went abroad, in the 
begiDning of June, 1771, he said, "I hare one thing to 
beg of you, which you must not refuse." I replied, "Ton 
know you have only to command ; what is it P " " Do not 
go to see Voltaire;' and then he added what I have written 
above. I said, " Certainly I will not ; but what would a 
visit from me signify ? " " Every tribute to such a man 
signifies." This was when I was setting out for Svitzer- 
lajid, to pay a visit to Mons. de Bonstetten, in which he 
would have accompanied me if his health had permitted. 
I kept my word, for I passed a month at the chatean 
d'Anbonne, near Lausanne, with Mons. de Tchamer, bculiS 
of the district, and did not go to Femey. This aversion 
to the moral character of Voltaire did not prevent Mr, GJray 
from paying the full tribute of admiration due to his genius. 
He was deUghted with his pleasantry ; approved his his- 
torical compositions, particularly his " Essai sur I'Histoire 
TJniversetle ; " and placed his tragedies next in rank to 
those of Shakespeare. He said that the fame of Voltaire 
would have been higher if he had published nothing but 
his tragedies ; in which, I remember, when I mentioned 
this to Mr. gibbon, he agreed. He had an aversion to 
■i- Hume for similar reasons ; he thought him irreligious, that 
is, on enemy to religion ; which he never pardoned in any 
one, because he said it was taking away the best consolation 
of man, without substitnting anything of equal value in its 
place. He thought him likewise an unprincipled sceptio, 
refuted and vanquished (which the philosopher will not 
allow) by Beattie ; and beside this, in politics, a friend to 
tyranny. In the contest for the high stewardship at Cam- 
bridge, between Lord Hardwick and Lord Sandwich, Mr. 
t3ray took a warm and ea^er part, for no other reason, I 
beUeve, than because he l^ought the licentious character 
of the latter candidate rendered him improper for a post of 
such dignity in the TJniversity. His zeal in this cause in- 
spired the verses, full of pleasantry, which have been 
published since his death. He disliked Dr. Johnson, and 
decUoed his acquaintance ; he disariproved his style, and 
thoi^ht it turgid and vicious ; but he respected his under- 
standing, and still more his goodness of heart. I have 
heard him say that Johnson would go out in London with 
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his pockets full of silver, and give it all away in the streets 
before he returned home. 

After this, mtbout endeaTouring to arrange what I re* 
member under heads, or in any order, I shall set down 
what occurs to me as it occurs. 

I asked Mr. Graj if he recoUected when he first perceived 
in himself any symptoms of poetry; he answered that he 
belioTcd it yras when at Eton he began to take pleasure in 
reading Yirgil for his own amusement, and not in school- 
hours, or as a task. I asked Mr. Bryant, who was next 
bo^ ' to him at Eton, what sort of a sdiolar Gray was ; he 
said a rery good one ; imd added that he thought he could 
remember part of an exercise of his on the subject of the 
freezing uid thawing of words, takeo from the Spectator, 
the fr^ment is as follows : 



I will set down after this another little frt^meot, two 
verses made by Mr. Gray as we were walking in the spring 
in the ne^hbourhood of Cambridge, 



I asked him how he felt when he composed the Bard. 
"Why, I felt myself the bard." 

Spenser was among his favourite poets ; and he told me 
he never sat down to compose poetry without reading 
Spenser for a considerable time previously. He admired 
Dryden, and could not patiently hear bim criticised: 
Almlom and Achitophel, and Theodore and Honoria, stood 
in the first rank of poems in Ms estimation ; and Dryden's 
plays, not as dramatic compositions, but as poetry. 

' Bryant himself says, in a letter which Mitford has printed in 
the Life of Gray in Moultrie's edition of the FoemH, that Gray 
was four or five boys below, and Walpole as many above him. 
Perhaps Bryant's correspondent, whom Mitford could not fix, was 
Norton Nicholls. The letter contains the answer to the quMtion 
which Nicholls asked, and the verses on the thaw, Nicholls may 
be writing from memory. Biyant does not say that the theme was 
from the '' Spectator." It is in fact from the 254th " Tatler," which 
number was the joint prodnction of Addison and Steele — and a 
charming paper. 
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He placed Shakespeare higli above all poets of all 
conotrieB and all agee ; and said that the justest idea of 
the historical characters he treated might be taken from 
his pla^s. He shewed me a mauuscript which he had copied 
from tiie Museum, containing the Eeport of the Com- 
miseioners appointed and sent by king Henry Till, to 
endearour to prevail with Queen Catherine to lay aside the 
title of Queen, and to assume that of Princess Dowager of 
Wales, which agrees not only with the sentiments, but 
sometimes with the words used by the same persons in 
Shakespeare's playof Henry TUL He thought the comedies 
of Gibber excellent ; and commended his Apology, givii^ it 
as an instance of an author writii^ well on a subject he 
perfectly understood. I asked him why he had not con- 
tinued that beautiful fragment beginning 

"As sickly plants betray a n^gard earth ; " 

he said, beeavse ke could not : when I expressed surprise at 
this, he explained himself as follows, that he haii been 
used to write only lyric poetry, in which, the poems being 
short, he had accustomed himself, and was able to polish 
every part ; that this having become habit, he conld not 
write otherwise ; and that the labour of this method in a 
long poem would be intolerable : besides vhlch, the poem 
woiud lose its effect for want of chiaro-oscuro ; for that to 
produce effect it was absolutely necessary to have weak 
parts. He instanced in Homer, and particularly in Milton, 
who, he said, in parts of his poem, rolls on in sounding 
words that have but little meaning. He thought Goldsmith 
a genuine poet. I was with him at Malvern when he re- 
ceived the Deserted Tillage, which be desired me to read 
to him J he listened with fixed attention, and soon ex- 
claimed, "Xhis man is a poet." He allowed merit to 
Churchill. He disliked Akenside, and in general all poetry 
in blank verse, except Milton. He thought Thomson bad 
one talent beyond all other poets, that of describing the 
various appearances of nature ; but that he failed when he 
ventured to step out of this path, and particularly when 
he attempted to be moral, in which attempt he always be- 
came verbose. He was much pleased with Gawen Douglas, 
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Bishop (rf Dunkeld, the old Scotcli translator of the ^neid, 
particul&rlj with his poetical prefaces to each book, in 
which he has given liberty to his muse, but has fettered '' 
himself in the translation, b; the obligation he has imposed 
on himself of translating the whole poem in the same 
number of verses contained in the original. The Spleen, a 
poem in Dodaley's Collection, by Mr. Green, of the Custom- 
house, was a great favourite with him for its wit and origin- 
ality. Shenstose's SchoolmiatresB likewise. The fault of 
Toui^ in his Night Thoughts, he said, was redundancy of < 
thoi^bt. Pope's translation of the Iliad stood very high 
in his estimation ; and when he beard it criticised as want- 
ing the simplicity of the original, or being rather a paja- t 
phrase than a translation, and not giving a just idea of 
the poet's style and manner, he always said, " There would 
never be a translation of the same poem equal to it." He 
litedthepoetryof Popeingeneral, andapprovedanobserva- " 
tion of Shenstone, that " Pope had the bjIi of condensing a 
thought." He said of his letters, that they were not good 
letters, but better things. He thought that Pope bad a 
good heart, in spite of his peevish temper. * 

Talking of Dr. Middletou's style, the elegance of which 
he admired, he mentioned it as an object of consideration, 
whether style in one language can be acquired by being 
conversajit with authors of a polished style in another ; 
whether, for example, Br. Mid^eton could have acquired 
his flowing diction from great attention to and study of 
the writii^s of Cicero. 

He placed Lord Clarendon at the head of our historians, 
and indeed of almost all modem historians ; though I have 
beard him say that Macchiavelli's History of Florence is 
written with the simplicity of a Greek historian. He dis- 
liked Hume, as I have said before, and his political princi- 
ples ; but besides this, he looked on his History of England 
as meagre in facts, as w«ll as full of misrepresentations ; * 
in short, not a proper source of information. Bapin's he 
looked on as the only general history of England; and he said 
that by consulting the copious and excellent marginal refer- 
ences, and referring to the original and contemporary 
authors, to the memoirs, stete papers, and various autiientic 
and curious documents, they indicate a still better history 
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mi^lit be formed with the advanta^ of a mote a^ee- 
able and brilliant Btjle. That of Algernon Sydney he ad- 
mired, particularly in the delightful letters he wrote from 
Italy. 

I think Warburton was not a great f arouritd ; he said 
hie learning was a late acquisition, and did not ait easily 
on him ; that he had a varcpofiaBla. 

He thought Mr. Harris a rery dull man ; and on my 
saying that I had just read his Hermes, Mr. Gtray replied, 
" Tes, that is what I call the shallow profound," He dis- 
suaded me from reading Butler's Analogy, and said he had 
given the same advice to Mason. I believe he liked Wollas- 
ton's Religion of Kature. He was aurpriaed that Bishop 
Sherlock, who has given some Bpecimens of pulpit eloquence 
which are unparalleled in their kind, should liaTe given no 
mote'; and he was more surprised that Bryden should 
attribute the style of his prose writings to the study of 
that of Tillotson. He thought the prose of Btyden almeat 
equal to his poetry. Speakmg of and criticising the archi- 
tecture of Sir John Vanbrugh, he said hia plays wete much 
better than his architecture. 

He thought there was good vmting and good sense in 
the Sermons of Steme, whose principal merit, in his opinion, 
consisted in his pathetic power, in which he never failed ; 
this he often did in his attempts at humour. WU, he said, 
had gone entirelyout of fashion since the reign of Charles II. 
Of the poetty of Mason, Caractacus was his great favoiurite, 
in comparison with which he said Elfrida was the work of 
a child. On my saying that much of Mason's poetty ap- 
peared to me to be without force, and languid, he said. 
No wonder, for Mason never gave himself time to think, 
but imagined that he should do best by writing hastily, in 
the first fervour of hia imagination, and therefore never 
waited for epithets if they did not occur readily, but left 
spacesfor them, and put them in afterwards. ThisMr.Gray 
said enervated bis poetry, "for nothing is done so well as 
at the first concoction." Hesaid,"WethinkinwordB." He 
thought Maaon a bad prose writer, and disliked the letters 

e enough. This ia the namber 
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published with Elfrida.' He mentioned the poem of the 
Garden to me with diiapprobafcion, and aaJd it should not 
be published if he could prevent it. He said Maaon had I 
read too little and written too much. The last four lines 
of Mason's epitaph on his wife were written by Gray; I 
saw tkem m hie handwriting, interlined in the MB. which he 
thewed me, and the words of Mrs. Maaon, when she had 
given up all hope of life : 

" Tell them, tho' tie au awful thing to die, 
Twas e'en to thee; yet the dread path once trod, 
Heaven lifte ita everlasting portalu high, 
And bids the pore in heart Dehold their God." 

Idonotnowrememberthelines of Mason which were effaced 
and replaced by these, which have the genuine sound of 
the lyre of Gray. I remember that they were weak, with 
a languid repetition of some preceding expressions. Mr. 
Gray said, "That wiU never do for an ending, I have 
altered them thus." 

There is no doubt, however, of Mason bein^ the author 
of the Heroic Epistle to Sir W. Chambers. Palgrave, who 
probably derived his information from the source, affirmed 
U. Dr. Burgh, Mason's great friend, told me "he knew 
the author ; " and Mason himself, many years a^, when 
he was supposed to have taken particmar offence at the 

K reflecting on him with severitj on some occasion, I 

said, " That is a trifle for you to say, who are the author of 
the Heroic Epistle." Maaon replied instantly, in a surly, « 
nasal tone, which was not unusual to him, " I am told the 
K thinks so, and he is welcome." In spite of this ad- 
mirable work, and Caractacus, hia mind certainly had not 
been strengthened and armed for poetry in the temple of 
Apollo. He had not, like Gray, turned over and ruminated 
upon the " exemplarla Grsaca," nor made hia own 



Of moral prudence." 

It it is not pedantry but truth to say that the minds of 

those are best cultivated who have cultivated them by 
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G-reet literature; more vigorous writerB have written in 
tbat languago than in anj. otiier and the language itself is 
the best vehicle that haa yet existed for the highest and 
noblest ideas of which the mind of man ia capable. Mr. 
Gray thought bo ; and had read and studied every Greek 
author, I believe, of note or importance :— Plato perhaps 
more than any other person. He lost all patience when he 
talked of the neglect of hlB favourite author at the Univer- 
sity. — He was astonished that its members should in general 
read and admire Cicero, and yet not think it worth while 
to pay any attentlcm to him whom Cicero called " Bivinus 
ille Plato." What he admired in Plato vras not his mystic 
doctrines, which he did not pretend to understand, nor his 
Bophistty, but his excellent sense, sublime morality, elegant 
style, and the perfect dramatic propriety of his dialogues. 
— I wa« reading Plato to him one evening, and stopped at 
a passB^ which I did not understand, he said, " Go on, 
for if you stop as often as you do not understand Plato, 
you will stop very often." He then added, that, finding 
what he did understand so admirable, he was inclined to 
think that there might be a meaning in the rest which at 
this distance of time, and for want of proper data, we 
might not be able to reach. He was a great lover and 
studier of ge<^Taphy, as the ample collections in his M9. 
common-place books prove. He placed Strabo with reason 
at the head of all geographers ; and when, with a kindness 
and condescension to which I owe all that is not bad in 
every part of my character, he undertook to be my guide 
and friend, long before I had arrived " al mezzo del cammin 
di nostra vita " he plunged me into Greek, which I had not 
before entirely neglected ; and said, " When you have got 
through the volumes of Strabo, then I'll talk to you further." 
He advised me to miss the two first books and begin with 
the description of Spain ; Strabo led the way, — Herodotus, 
Thucydides, Xenophon, Biodorus Siculns, Plutarch, &e. 
followed. When I expressed my astonishment at the extent 
of his reading, he said, " Why should yon be surprised, for 
I do nothing else." He said he knew from experience bow 
much m^ht be done by a person who did not fling away 
his time on middling or inferior authors, and read with 
' method. He congratulated himself on not having a good 
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verbal memory j for without it te had imitated too much ; * 
aad if he had possessed euch a memory, all that he wrote 
would have been imitation, from his having read so much. 
He had a memory, however, which served hiin accurately 
as to facts, aad guided him infallibly to the source from 
which the information he wanted was to be drawn. From 
the deficiency of verbal memory he seldom quoted ; but ' 
the spirit of classic authors was always present to him, and 
breathed in every thought and word of his compositions. 
He was a great admirer of Tacitus, the result of whose 
deep thought strikes the minds of mch readers ax tmder- 
etand in pointed expressions which mutt be felt. Besides 
this, he possesses in equal perfection a power of a very dif- 
ferent kuxd, that of painting a scene, by judicious detail, 
as if it were on canvas. Mr. Gray thought the narrative of 
Thucydides the model of history. He valued Herodotus as 
its father ; aa an author of great veracity, as far as he had 
the means of information himself , and never fabulouit except 
when he gave the relations of others, which he carefully 
distinguishes from that he relates on hiB own authority. 

For Socrates he had an almost religious veneration ; and ' 
esteemed the MemorabUUi of Senophon as one of the most 
valuable books of morality. La Bruy^re likewise stood 
high in his estimation, and the Eesayt of Bacon. And I 
remember part of a line among some juvenile MS. verses 
in his common-place book of advice to West, in which he 
recommends to him to rise early and 

" — read Plato, retid Brayere." ' 

My first acquaintance with Mr. Gray was one afternoon 
dnnking tea at the rooms of Mr. Lobb, a fellow of Peter 
House. The conversation turned on the use of bold meta- 
phors in poetry, and that of Milton was quoted, " The sun 
to me is dark, and silent as the moon," &c. when I ventured 
to ask if it might not possibly be imitated from Pante, 
" Mi ripingeva la dove 11 8oltace,"Mr. dray turned quickly 
round to me and said, "Sir, do you read Dante?" and 
entered into conversation with me. 

' The V 

Gray int 
p. 171. 
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He had a perfect knowledge of the ItaUan language and 
of tlie poetB of Italy of the first clasB, to whom he certunly 
looked up to 08 hie great progenitors, and to Bante as the 
father of all: to whose genius, if I remember right, he 
thought it an advantage to have heen produced in a rude 
age of strong and uncontrolled paaaiona, when the muse 
was not chewed by refinement and the fear of criticdBm. 
He preferred the Oienualenune Liberata of Tasso, as a 
poem, to AxioBto. 

Petrwrca, he said, appeared in his poetry to be two dUtinet 
persons of contra^ characUrt ; die one simple, natural, and 
tender; theother full of conceits and false thoughts; after 
this, though it can scarcely be necessary, it may not be im- 
proper, in order to obviate the possibility of any miscon- 
struction or undue extension of ^e preceding critidsm, to 
add that Mr. O-ray was a decided and zealous admirer of 
Fetrarca. He permitted me to copy from his edition the 
marks which he had used to distinguish the different 
d^rees of merit which he assigned to the poems and even 
syigle verses of this poet. 

When I found in the Fui^torio of Dante the verses 
from which the beginning of the El^y is imitated, 



he acknowledged the imitation, and said he had at first 
written " tolls the knell of dying day," but changed it to 
parting, to avoid the concetto. He thought that Mjlton had 
improved on Tasso's devil by giving him neither horns nor 
a tail. He admired Bacine, particularly the Britannicus. 
He disliked French poetry in gener^ ; but was much 
pleased with Oresset, and extremely with his poem of the 
Yert-vert. The sly, delicate, and exquisitely elegant plea- 
santry of La Fontaine he thought inimitable, whose niuse, 
however lioentions, is never gross; not perhaps, <m that 
account, the less dangerous. He thought that Frior, in 
the same kind, would not bear the comparison with La 
Fontaine. 

Ho liked the Art de Peindre of Watelet ; Hudibras, I 
think, he did not like. He was much struck with the glow- 
ing eloquence, acute observation, and deep reflection of 
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Boasseaa ; iind thooglit the Emile, a work of great genius ; 
thougli mixed vith muclL abaurdity, and that it might be 
productive of good, if read with judgment; but considered 
it ae ridiculous and impracticable as a eyetem of Education; 
to adopt it as such he said " you must begin a new world." 

His contempt for the Novtbllb Heloibe is sufficiently 
kaovD. He thought the story ill composed; its incidents 
improbable, the characters unnatural and vicious, and the 
tendency immoral and mischierous: and such faults as 
these could never in his judgment be redeemed, atoned 
for, or even palliated by any, the most eminent, and brilliant 
beauties of sentiment ana diction, or interest of circum- 
stances and situation. Very different indeed was his ju<^- 
ment of the Olari»sa of Richardson. He said " he knew 
no instance of a story so well told," and spoke with the 
highest commendation of the strictly dramatic propriety, 
and consistency of the characters perfectly preserved, and 
supported from the b^inning to the end, in all situations 
and circumstances ; in every word, action, and look. In 
the delineation of the character of Lovelace alone he thought 
the author had failed, not having lived among persons of 
that rank, it was impossible for him to give the portrait 
from the life of a profligate man of fashion. On th& sub- 
ject of Richardson, I remember Mr, Gray was pleased with 
an opinion of Dr. Johnson, related to me by Davies the 
player, to whom Johnson had given it, on being asked by 
him, what he thought of the different and comparative 
merits of Bichardson and Fielding ; Johnson answered, 
"Why, Sir, Fielding could tell you what o'clock it w«, 
but as for Bichardson, he could make a clock, or a watch." 
One could follow, and describe the motions of the human 
passions, but the other could trace their springs and origin. 
He allowed great, but inferiormerit to Sir CfcarTegGrandwOTi. 

When Boswell published his account of Corsica, I found 
Mr. Gray reading it, " With this " (he said) I am much 
pleased, because I see that the author is too foolish to 
have invented it." 

He expressed regret at his want of mathematical know- 
ledge, and declared to me that he had still serious inten- 
tions of applying himself to the study of it. At the same 
time be lament«d that in the University it was usually 
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studied to serve the purpose of taking a degree hoDorablj', 
and generally laid aeide aftervarde, instead of being applied 
to the attainment of those useful and sublime sciences to 
which it is the only guide and cOTiductor, 

I had few opportunities of seeing Mr. Gray in lai^ 
mixed companies ; but in the year 1770, when I traTelled 
with him through a part of England and South Wales, we 
went to Malvern, with the situation of which place, and 
the extensive command of the two counties of Ctloucester- 
shire and Herefordshire, from the summit of the hill, 
(particularly the latter,) he was delighted ; but certainly 
not so with the numerous society assembled at the long 
table, where we dined every day ; though he stayed there 
a week, most obligingly on my account, as I found some 
acquaintances whom I was glad to meet. He had neither 
inclination to mis much in conversation on such occasions, 
nor I think much facility even if he had been willing. 
This arose, perhaps, partly from natural reserve, and what 
is called shyness, and partly from having lived retired in 
the University during so great a part of his life, where he 
had lost, as he told me himself, " the versatility of hia 
mind." In fact, except during his travels he had tiever lived 
mwik (as the phrase ia) in the world, and even at that time 
the total want of congeniality and similarity of disposition 
and pursuits between him and his companion, and the 
vanity, conceit, and airs of superiority in the latter, never 
forgettii^ that he was son of the first minister, could 
not inspire with much gaiety a mind not naturally prone 
to it, and probably contributed to depress hia spirits. 
When I once endeavoured to learn from him the cause of 
his difference with and separation from Walpole, he said, 
" Walpole was son of the first minister, and you may easily 
conceive that, on this account, he might assume an air of 
superiority," (I will not answer for the exact exprestion, 
but it was to this effect,) " or do or say something which 
perhaps I did not bear as well aa I ought." This was all I 
ever heard from him on the subject, but it is instead of a 
volume to those who know the independent and lofty spirit 
of Gray. Without considering the particolar cause of dif- 
ference mentioned above, I agree with Mr. Mason, who 
once said to me, that it was more surprising that two per- 



D,o,l7PCihyGt.)t>*^le 



REHnnSCENCES OF GRA.T. 289 

, sons of characters bo opposite to eadr other HLould ever 
hare agreed, than that they should finally have separated. 
A letter to West, dated Florence, April 21, 1741, cor- 
roborates what I have said mth respect to the effect which 
Hr. Gray's travels had produced on his spirits, " Yon must 
add, then, to your former ideae, two years of a^e, a reason- 
able qnantity of dulneas, a great deaJ of silence, and some- 
thing that rather resembles than is thinking ; a confused 
notion of many strange and fine things that have swam 
before my eyes for some time ; a warn* of love for getieral 
toeiety, indeed <m inability to it." 

In Loudon, when I knew him there, he certainly lived 
very little in society ; he djned generally alone, and was 
serred from an eating-hoase near his lodging in Jermyn 
Street. 

In one of the visits he made me at Blundeston, he was 
extremely embarrassed because I had at that time with me 
an old relation and his wife, who were so entirely different 
from anything that could give him pleasure, that I thought 
it impossible he ehould reconcile Imnself to their conversa- 
tion, or endure to stay with me. I think he perceived this, 
and determined to show me that I had mistaken him, for 
he made himself so ^n^eeable to them that they both talked 
with pleasure of the time they passed with him as long as 
they lived. Whenever I mentioned Mr. West he looked 
serious, and seemed to feel the affiiction of a recent loss. 
He said, the cause of the disorder, a consumption, which 
brought him to an early grave, was the fatal diseoveiy 
which he made of the treachery of a supposed friend and 
the viciousness of a mother whom he tenderly loved ; this 
man, under the mask of friendship to him and his family, 
intrigued with his mother, and robbed him of his peace of 
mind, his health, and his life. 

After I had quitted the University, I always paid Mr. 
Oray an annual visit ; during one of these visits it was he 
det^mined, as he said, to ofFer with a good grace what he 
could not have refused if it had been asked of him, viz. 
to write the Installation Ode for the Duke of Orafton. 
This, however, he considered as a sort of task, to which 
he submitted with great reluctance; and it was long 
after he first mentioned it to me before he could prevail 

II. D 
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with himeelt to begin the composition. One morning, whan 
I went to bim as ueual after breakfaBt, I knocked at 
his door, which he threw open, and exclaimed with a load 
Toice, 

" Hence, avannt t 'tis holj grotuid." 

I was BO astODiBhed, that I almost feared he was out o£ 
his senses ; but this was the beginning of the Ode which 
he had jnet composed. 

When one sees and conaiders the persons who are t» 
faihion in the world, caressed, coorted, invited to dinners 
and suppers, as wits, authors, and men of letters, and then 
reflects on the n^lect in which Mr. Gray lived, " facit in- 
dignatio versum." Nature requires no effort, it is spon- 
taneous, involuntarj. 

Mr. Bryant, talkmg to me of Mr. Otay, seemed to think 
that he had taken something ill of him, and founded this 
opinion on some circumstance which appeared to me 
friTolone, and which I have foi^otten. I never heard Mr. 
Gray mention him but with respect, regretting only that 
he had turned hie great learning into a wrong channel 
What would Mr. Gray have said if he had lived to see him 
endeavour to destroy, with a stroke of his pen, the famous 
city which, besides a ten years' siege, has stood that of so 
many centuries since F ' 

One day, when I entered his apartment, I found him 
absorbed in reading the newspaper. This was the first 
letter which appeared of Junius. He thought that the 
abundance of Dictionaries of difEerent kinds wEis a bad 
symptom for the literature of the ^e ; because real and 
profound learning is never derived from such sources, but 
drawn at the fountain-head ; and they who are content to 
pick np the scanty and superficial information which can 
be acquired by such means, have neither the spirit nor the 
industiT to ttudy a tvi^ed through in the original authors ; 
nor, indeed, have they any further demands on literature 
than for a sufficient supply to satisfy their vuiity. He 
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thoaght the Fisncli Enc^clopedifl best in its b^inning, 
but carelessly executed afterw&rdB. Tboagh I have men- 
tioned that Mr. Qtr&y regretted Ub want of raatbematical 
knowledge, yet he would nerer allow that it was neceeeary, 
in order to form the mind to a habit of reasoning or atten< 
tion. Does not Locke require as much attention as Euclid P 
And what cause should prevent the mind unexercised in 
Euclid from severe attention to Locbe ? or from applvii^ 
the powers it possessee to any other branch of knowledge r 
The study of mathematics certainly requires strict attention^ 
but does it exclusively produce the habit of it P and is not 
that habit to be acquired by apjJioation of any other 
sortP 

I asked Mr. Gray what sort of a man Br. Hurd was ; 
he answered, " The last person who left off stifF-toppod 
gloves. " 

Mr. Gray's love of and knowledge in Gothic architecture 
are well known ; he contended pwiicularly for the supe- 
riority of its efFect in churches ; and, besides, admired the 
el^auce and good taste of many of its ornaments. I re- 
member his saying, though I have forgotten the building 
to which the observation was applied, " CaU this yrhaX jon 
please, but you must allow that it is beautiful." He did 
not make the distinction, which it seems now the fashion 
to make, between Saxon and Normtm ; I never heard the 
latter term from him. And, indeed, those who make this 
distinction have never, to my apprehension, explained the 
difference. He said, that he knew no instance of a pointed 
arch before the reign of Eing John ; in which, I under- 
stand. Carter, the great Gothic critic, agrees with him. 
All round arches, since the a^ of Koman architecture, he 
called Saxon, wiUi their zig-zag and other well-known ap- 
propriate ornaments, and these he attributed to a period 
not more recent than the reign of King John. He was 
pleased at first with Strawberry Hill ; but when Mr. Wal- 
pole added the gallery, with its gilding and glass, he said, 
"he had degenerated into finery." The house of the late 
Mr. Barrett, at Iieo, near Ganterbuij, will, I hope, remain 
longer than the frailty of its matenaU promises, a monu- 
ment of the superior and perfect taste of Mr. James Wyatt, 
in spite of malicious and envious criticism, in that beautiful 
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species of arcliitectTire ; which, thoogh not bonnd to certain 
roles, li&e that of Greece, affords an ample space for taate 
and fancy to range in. 

Hr. Gray disapproTed the additions of Sir CHristophdr 
Wren (the two towers) to Westminster Abbey. 
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Gkat's Behabes oh the Leitebs fbetixed to 
Mas ok' B Eltbida.' 

LETTEB I.' 

Dear bii '—very bad ; I am yoaia — equally bad ; it is impoa- 
Bible to ooQciliate these pasaages to natme and Aristotle. 

"Allowed to modem caprice." — It is not oaprioe but good senae 
that made theae alterationa in the modem drama. A greater 
liberty in the ohoioe of the fable and the conduct of it was the 
neoeesary oonseqaeaae of retrenching the Choroa. Love and 
tendemeae delight in privacy. The soft efCusiona of the soul, 
Mi. Uaaon, will not beai the preeence of a gaping, singing, 
dancing, moralising, onintereating ctovd : and not love alone, 
but every pasaion, is checked and cooled by this fiddling crew. 
How oonld Macbeth and his wife have laid the deaign for 

' SeeMa«on'B"'Work>,"vol. iL, pp. 177-198. 

^ From a oareful oomparison of theae remuks irith the letters to whiab 
the; refer, I have oome to the oonoliuioii thftt Uason's origiotl oorre- 
gpDndeiit wu athei than Gray, and possible a man of bIjvt. The letten 
in the edition of 1811 are five, and bear date Pembroke Hall, 17GL If 
the; ware simply reprinted in ISU, then, even in 17G2 they vere publi^ed 
after these oritioiBmB by Gray bad been reoeived. They «tire at fint /our 
in number, if the numerals whioh Hitford givea are thoae of Mason's letters ; 
for Gray's note under IV. refen to a poHaage in Letter V. of Hasan's printed 
text. And in the printed Letter UL Maaon, it will be seen, has aiailed 
himself of what Gray says under the same number. 

* Id oonseqnence of Gray's banter, Haeon omits theea prefaoea and end- 
ings. He had said that, amwrdins to iiis design in Elfrida, " everything 
was to be allowed to modem eajtriee whioh naturt artd AriitoUe oonld 
posubly dispenae with." For "madam ot^rioe" the printed text has" Uu 
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Donoan'a morder 7 Wlut oould the^ have said to eaeh othei in 
the h^ at toidnight not only if a ahoms bnt if a aingle monse 
had been stirring there ? Gould Hamlet have met the Ghost 
or taken his mother to task in their oompanj? If Othello had 
said a harsh word to his wiie before tkent, would they cot have 
danced to the window and called the watoh ? 

The ancieots were perpetnallj crossed and harasBed by the 
neocfiBit; of using the Chorus, and, if they have done wonders 
notwithstanding this olog, sore I am they would have perfumed 
still greater wonders withont it. For the same reason we may 
be allowed to admit of more intrigue in oar drama, to bring 
about a great action— it is often an essential requisite; and it is 
not fair to argne against this liberty for that misiise ' of it whii^ 
is oommon to as, and was fonnerly so with the Fienob, namely, 
the giving into a sOly intricacy of plot, in imitation of the 
Spanish dramas. We have also, since Charles the Second's 
time, imitated the French (though bat awkwardly] in framing 
scenes of mere insipid gallantry ; bnt these were the faults of 
the writers and not of the art, which enables as, with the help 
of a little cantrivanoe, to have as mnoh love as we please, with- 
out playii^ the petits mattres or bnilding labyrinths. 
' I forgot to mention that Comedy oontintied to be an odd sort 
of farce, very like those of the Italian theatre, till the Choms 
waa dismissed, when nature and Menander brought it into that 
beantiful form which we find in Terence. Tragedy was not so 
happy till modem times. 

II. 

I do not adndt * that the exeellencee of the French writera an 

meaenred by the verisimilitude or the tegttlatities of their 

1 Oartainly this ii in answer to wfast Msaon a^B in Letter HL "Henoe 
[timngh the abaenoe of the dionu] Bennt intrigoea beoome (aa Mr Dryden 
graTclr mill thsm) tkt btatOiet of our modem itoffe. Henoe it is, that 
luoideiiti, and boitie, and butintsi, nipply the pUoe of simpliai^, natore, 
and pathos ; a happ; obaDge, psFhaps, for the generality of writera, who 
might otherwise find it impossible to fill eetU longve earrUrt de einq octet, 
whieli a writer, loffloiently experienoed in tbeae mftttan, says, Mt ti 
i^lLeOe d remfiHr tarn Bpitoda." Mason perhspa modified, instead of 
•xponging, the original passage in aonseqnenoe of Oray's critadim. 

* Mason (Letter II. of printed text) mtb.' " In Franee, the exaellenee of 
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dramaa onlj/. Nothing in them, oi in our own, even Shakepere 
himBalf, ever tonohes as, luileBB Tendered veritimUe, which,, by 
good man^ement, may be aooomplished even in anoh abenid 
Bttmes as the Tempest, the witches in Maobeth, or the fairies in 
the Midsummer N^ht's Dream ; and I know not of any writer 
that has pleased chiefly in proportion to his regKlaniy. Other 
beauties may, indeed, be heightened and set off by its means, 
but of [itself it hardly pleases at all. Venice Preserved or Jane 
Shore are not so regular as the Orphan, or Tamerlane, or Iiady 
Jane Orey. 

their aereral poets ia chiefly meitaared by their standitTd [the coiutniotioii 
of the &ble]. And amaDget our ovn wiiteia, U ;aa except Shakapeaie 
fwho indeed onght, for his other virtaee, to beexempt from common rules,) 
f OQ iriU find that the moat regular of their oompoaitiooa is generally 
reckoned their Ot^ d'cemm; iritneea the AU for Lose of Dryden, tlia 
Vendee Preitmed of Otway, and the Jane Shore of Rove." Gn^ is un- 
qaeetionablf right in asserting that Otway'a "Orphan " ia more regviar than 
his "Teniae Freseived." It would be possible, however, to maintain tliat in 
spite of its repellent plot, it is really the better ploy. And in "Venice Fre- 
aerved " the nauaeous charactec of Antonio — a burlesque of Shaftesbury — 
is not only irregiilar — that is on objection of slight importance, tboogh 
Mason might have pressed it. It has not, paee Taine, Bodea Noel, and 
otheis, the effect of Shakespeare's humoroni scenes in relieving tragedy ; — 
it is simply disgusting, it is too obviously a contemporary satire, a solitary 
incongruity, which blole the tragio picture instead of enbanaing it by con- 
trast. Bowe's "ramerlane"ismore[egular,asreg*ida the unities of place 
andtime, than his "Jane Shore "or his "Lady Jane Qrey." Whilst in both 
these liist there is very httle change of scene, there ia psrhapa more in the 
first than in the seoond of them. Ia " Jane Shore " there is an admitted 
interval of two days ; and if the oourse of events in " I*^ Jane Grey " 
really presupposes a mnob greater lapse of time, the fact ia almost dis- 
guised, and the action ia mode to seem continQoas. 

In ilia BOom of a pedantio odvocaoy of the nnitias of time and place Gray 
antidpatee the strong common senae of Johnson's Preface to Shakespeare 
inl78S. We note that he makes no reference to Dryden's "All for Love"; 
he might admit what Maaon soys of this, after disposing of the argument 
in other instances. "All for Love " is certunl; one of the very finest of 
Dryden's plays, thongh of ooarae it would have had no existence but for 
"Antony and Cleopatra"; and it is nnqneationably advantaged by its 
ooncenintdon and unity of place (the scene is laid entirely in Alezandria). 
Bnt the more modem writers qiproached the Aiiatotelian regularity, at 
least as muoii through stage necessities as through deference to theory ; — 
tlie absence of scenery made oil demaada upon the im^ination equally 
daring but also equally possible to Bliioljethan diomatiats. 
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in. 

jlfodem jtfelpomeiie.' — Here are we got into oar tBntuemB ( 
It is osrtun that pare poett; may be introdooed without any 
Cbonu. I refer yon to a thonsand passagee of mere deeoiiptiea 
in the lambio parte of Greek tragedieB, and to ten thooaond in 
Shalcapere, who is moreover partionlaily admirable in his intro* 
daotion of pore poetry, so as to join it with pore passion, and 
yet keep eloee to nature. This lUoonldaocompliEili with paasiona 
the most violent and transporting, and this any good writer 
may do with passions less impetnons ; for it is nonsense to 
imagine that tragedy most throughout be agitated with the 
forions paesions, or attaehed by the tender ones: the greater 
part of it mnst often be spent in a preparation of theee passions, 
in a gtadnal working them up to the l^ht, and most thns pass 
through a great many cooler eoenes and a variety of fluonces, 
eaeh of which will admit of a proper degree of poetry, and some 
the purest poetry. Nay, the boldest metapbois, and even de- 
Boription in its strongest oolonring, are the natural ezprsadon of 
some pasaiona, even in their gieateat agitation. Aa to moral 
tefieotiona, there is anf&eient room for them in thoae cooler 
scenes that I have moitioned, and they make the gieateat oma* 
ments of those parte, that ia to say, if they are well joined with 
the ohataotar. If not, they had better be left to the andienoe 
than pat into the montha of a set of professed moralists, who 
keep a shop of sentenoes and reflections (I mean the Choras), 

' As it appears in ed. of ISU the paaMge tods: "Bat vhatevar tkttt 
ptay-maken aa^ have guned by rejecting the OhoroB, tiie tme Poet bea 
loet coDNderelily by it. For he hM loat a graoeful and natmal monrcw to 
the Smbelli>bineDta of jnctoresqae desfxiptian, anblime EtUegory, and what- 
ever elae oomea under the denomination of pure jwetrsr. Shakespear, in- 
deed, had the power of iutrodncing this naturally, and what is moat strange 
of joioing it with part jxunon. Bnt I make no donbt, if we had a Tragedy 
of hia farmed on the Greek model, we ahoald find in it more fieqnent, [1 
not noblra inetoaoee of hia high poetical capacity, than in any single ooin- 
podtion he has left tu, " 

It ia dear that Maun here foOaat Oray, tiding advantage of his oou- 
meut. In the same Letter IIL I note that he baa some inkling of the 
tnith, that the " unitiea " really ariaB oat of the jSaiify of the Choma— the 
primary element at the Qreek Drama, antorioT to the introdnctian erok 
of a iLsgle aetor. Bat at thia hiatorio fact he makes no oae worthy of 
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whether they be sagM,' aa you oeJI them, oi yoong girb* that 
learnt them by heart out of their samplae and primeis. 

There is nothing ongraeions or im^vper in juie Shore's * re- 
flections on the fote of women, bat jost the eontiary, only that 
they are in thyme ; and, in Uke manner, it is far from a beaotifol 

variety when the Chonu makes a transition in the &oin 

plain iambics to high-flown lyric thoughts, expressions, and 
numbers, and, when their vagaries are over, relapse again into 
oommon sense and conversation. A confidante in eMlfol hands 
might be a character, and have both sense and dignity. That in 
Uaffei's Merope * has as mneh ae any Choms. 

1 Ferlu^ the pMBAge cefBired to now is ; " A ooofidant or servant hM 
seldom unie enough to impcesa on the spectators a moral sentimeut pro- 
perl;, never dignity enough to make it i^arded. Instead therefore of 
these, the uictents were provided vith a band of diitingMMtd pertoni, not 
merely capaUe of seeing and hearing, but of arguing, advising and reSeot- 
ing." Hence Cray's defence of the eotiftdanief — a device which he has 
himself adopted in the fragmentary " Agrippina. " 

1 An obvious allusion to Baelne'a "Esther" and "Athalie," originally 
imtten for the girls of Swnt Cyr (see vol. i,, p. 236, n. 1). 

Mason, in what is now Letter T., replying to the Baggee&>n of his un- 
known ootrespondent that he should get the Odes in Elfiida set to mnaio 
with a view to the stage, says : "Think only on the trial made by H. Bacine, 
in a nation whose taste for probability and deoorum in theatrical diveraione 
Is much before aars. In his two last tragedies, yoa know, be has fully 
sacceeded in the very thing I aimed at ; and baa adapted a coble imitation 
of ancient simplicity to the taste of his own times ; particularly in bis 
At/uUia, a poem, in which the most superb and august spectacle, IJie most 
interesting event, and the most sublime flow of inspired poetry, are all 
nobly and naturally united. Yet I am told that neither that nor the 
Eithtr, retains its Choms, when represented on the French theatre. " 

Gray does not mean to disparage the Chorus either in Bacine or in 
ancient tragedy ; he simply deridee Mason's claim for it as nesessaiy to 
moralise the scene. 

' At the end of Act L cj Bowe'e play — 

" Snch is the fate unlu^py women Qnd," ete. 
fWliether Meson originally made any reference to this, I cannot say.) 
Similarly, the meet famoui plaint of women in Qreek Tragedy is found, 
not in a choral passage, but in the speech of Medea in the play of that 
name by Euripides (L 230 sq.) 

< HaSel was still alive when this was written. He died in 17CiC. In hie 
literary charaoter he was not Unlike Ot^, inasmuch as he combined the 
poet with the arehaeologist ;— his " Verona Dlostiata " |lTitl-2) is a work 
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The Qntika might sing better than the Frenoh, bnt 111 be 
buint if they danced with more groM, eiprearion, or even pathos. 
Tet who ever thonght of kheddiug te&n at a Fretmh opera ? 



TV. 

If modem moeio ' eaimot, aa 7011 say, express pcetry, it is 

Bot a porfeotioii, bnt a deterioration. You might as well say 

ttiat fhe perfeetionMemeni of poetry would be the rendering it 

inoapable of e^reesing the passions. 

of great impartEume. Bat lie was superior to him in productiTensBB and 
enngr ; and had been a fighter in hia 70Dth. His " Herope " qipeared in 
1713; it was oommended, and adapted by Voltaire, and ia eaid to have 
influenced Home's "Douglas," but it is renuukable, like the younger Pitt's 
Juvenile tragedy, for having no love-story. It fallowed upon the efforts of 
the "Aic&diaoa " of Borne to abolish the Chome, and give greater fceedom 
to the Drama. 

1 Haaon (in Letter Y. ol piesent text) attribntea the rejection of the 
Ohorns in "Athalie" and "Esther" "to the refinement of oni modem 
tnosio. This art i> now carried to such a pitch of perfection, or if yon will 
of oorruptian, as malcee it utterly incapable of bmng an adjnnct to poetry. 
Iljia grand apparawe q\n la progrit que ttnw avez faita dan» la muaigue 
ontmtia^deaacdelav6ritabltlragedie. ffestun talent, qui a fail tort 
d tin autre, says U. Voltaire with his usual taste and jodgment. Our differ- 
ent cadenceB, oar divisions, variatians, repetitions, withoat which modem 
music cannot BUbaiat, are entirely improper for the expression of poetiy, 
and were Boarce known to the ancienta." 

Here, aa elaewhere, HaaoQ does not know how to use hia aathority* 
Vhat Voltaire means is, unqueetionably, that moaic in alliance with 
drama, inatead of subserving the dramatia purpoaa, worked on lines of its 
own, and diaaipated instead of concentrating the attention of the audienoe. 
TOat thia was inevitable Voltwre doea not aaj, and, at any rate, auch a 
notion waa Boon to be diapcoved. In Glnok'a " Orfeo, " produced in 1762, 
the mnsic ia every^^here mode to minister to characterization ; and in the 
dedication of hia "Aloeate," 1767, he saya : " T ahall try to reduce music 
to ita real function, that of seconding poetry by intenaifying the egression 
of sentiments and the Interests of aitnationa without interrupting the action 
by needless orzkament. I have aoAordingly talcen care not to interrapt the 
anger in the heat of the diali^ne, to wait for a tedious ritomd, nor do I 
■How him to stop on a sonorous vowel, in the middle of a phrase, in order 
to show the nimbleness of a beantiful voice in a long cadema. " When 
"Aloeate" was nnfavonrably received in Paris, and Qlnok exclaimed 
"Alceate est tombde," KonsBean ia said to have replied, " Oni, maia elle 
erttombieducieL" (See Dr. Hnefier, art. Glack in "Bno. Brit.") 
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VoL i, p. XV, L 13. I moat in fumees quote from the " Citizen 
of the Wotld," Letter LVI.: 

"The French . . . are imperceptibly Tindicating themaelves 
into freedom. When I consider that these p&iliamenta (the 
members of wttich are all created by the court, the president of 
vhich can act only by immediate direction} presume even to men- 
tion privileges and freedom, who, till of late, received directions 
from the throne with implicit humility; when this is considered, 
I cannot help thinking that the genins of freedom has entered that 
kingdom in disgoise. If they have bat three weak mooaiohB more 
SDccessively on the throne, the mask will be laid a^de, and the 
country will certainly onoe more be free." (Date prohably lT6tX) 
Bat this seems to anticipate a gentle and almost insensible transi- 
tion mther than a great social and political convnMon. 

P. 7, n. 2. Cole the anUqnaiy, who was rector of Bamham, 
mentions that Bogers was an attorney, lived at BritweU, in the 
parish, and is barled in the ohnrch — where indeed the tablet to 
him ia still to be seen. In another ME. memorandnm he says that 
Mr. Rogers lived at Canf s Hall, a small honse not fat from the 
common. He probably removed to West-end in Stoke-Poges be- 
fore his death; at least oo his tomb-stone In the church he is 
called "Jonathan Rogers of Stoke Foget, Gentleman, Dyed y* 
21 Octo: 1742 aged U "—as Mr. H. E. Davis, to whom I owe muiy 
of these details, informs me. Gray's first letter from Stoke is that 
to Ashton apoo the death of West, dated Jnne 17, 1742 (vol. i., 
p. 111). 

P. 8, L 4. Cf. the "El^y," IL 108-109; "As Yoa Like It," 
ActlL, Sc. 1, 31, 32; "IlFenseroeo," 139, and Dryden, "All for 
Love," Act. I.,Sc. 1: 

"Stretched at my length beneath some blasted oak 
I lean my head apon the mossy bark 
And look jnst of a pieoe as I grew from it." 
199 
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F. 21, n.2. Cf. ftlM"LaN(niTelIeEtiolM,"Pt.U.,Lettie23: 
" Ce doDt vovM ne saniiez avoir I'id^, ce Bont lee eris affrenx, lea 
Imiga tnngisaementB dont reteuUt le th^tre dnrant la i^presenta- 
titm. On Toit lea actrices, praeqne en convolaion, arracher avee 
violence ce^ glapiHaementB de lean pooinona, lee poinge ferm^ 
eontre la poitrine, la tbta en arri^re, le visage euflamin^, lea vaia- 
eeanz gonfl^, I'estomac pantelant. . . . Four let diablet, paste 
aneore; eettemutique a quelle ehoted'infemat qui nelevrTntuied 
pat." 

P. 29, n. 2. Gibbon fonnd the Dnmesnil too passionate. In bis 
"Memoin," writing of the year 1763, be says: " For my own part 
I piefened the consnnunate art of tbe Claiion to the intemperate 
■allies of the Dnmesnil, which were extolled by her admireta aa 
the gennine voice of nature and passion. " 

P. 71, 1- 31. Gibbon ("Memoirs") is contented to call Naples 
"the most popnlons of cities relative to its size." 

P. 78, n. 2. See Johnson's remarks on these Imitations of 
Spenaei in his Life of GUbert West. 

P. 109, a. 1. On Pepys of Mar. 14, 1667-8, Lord Braybrooke 
notes: "A pewter cistern was formerly part of a well-appointed 
dining-room ; the plates wers rinsed in it, when necessary, during 
the meal. A magnificent silver cistern is still preserved in the 
dining-room at Barley Hough, the seat of the Marqnis of Exeter. 
It is said to be the largest piece of plate in England, and wee once 
the snbject of a (Muions wager." 

Percy relates of Shenstone that on his sideboard at tbe Leaaowe* 
he had a neat marble cistern which, by taming a cock, was fed by 
living water. These instances of conrse establish the nse of tho 
cistern for rinsing purposes. 

Wri^g to Mr. Henry E. Davis (who has sent the commnnioa- 
tion to me), Mr. Wilfred Crippa says : " I shonM have little donbt 
that the Great Cistern was the immense Cistern which It was pro- 
posed to place in a Government Lottery for bnilding Westminster 
Bridge in 1735. A drawing of it was presented by G. Vertne to 
the Society of Antiquaries in 1740, and it was a vessel of great 
notoriety at that period. It was won in the Lottery by a Mr. 
Batten (of Sussex); I fonnd it myself at the Winter Palace when I 
bad the opportnnity of examining the Imperial treaenreH a few 
yean aga" In Mr. Cripps' "Old English Plate," under Wine 
Cisterns and Fonntains (Murray, 1S99), we find the conjectoie that 
the cisterns were need for wasMng up the forks as required on the 
sideboard. It is further stated that the cistern now in the Winter 
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PaUce was made by Cbarles Handler, a ulversmith id London, in 
1734, from a design hy Honry Jemegan. But the fiist dedgn 
eeema to hsTe been made by G. Vertne; and in a note (in his own 
bandwritiag) on ttie drawing to which reference has already been 
made, he describee it as " exhibited to the pnblick when finished " 
by Mr. Eenty Jem^an. The same note records that the modeller 
in wax was M- Rysbrake for the Bgnres and ba»9o-relien)s; and 
that the work took at least three years to complete. Vertne's 
drawing differs in many particnlare from the finiehed piece. 

In hie petition to the House of Commons in 1735, urging that the 
cistern should be pnt in the lottery, Jemegan mentions that he had 
offered it to varioos foreign sorereigns throngh their ambassadors. 
It is probable that Mr. Batt«n of Snsses had better snccess in sell- 
ing it to a foreign HOrereign. Jemegan gets his price for it from the 
Treasnry ; Mr. Batten wins it in the lottery. To liim it is a white 
elephant, unless he can dispose of it, and the wary foreigner has 
done well in biding his time, Mr. Cripps mentions that an old 
drawing describee it aa the property of the Empress of RosHio. 
Now Elizabeth of Bnssia succeeded in 1741 ; in 1740, as we may 
infer from Vertne's note, the cistern was still in the bauds of Mr. 
Batten. Bnt (as I conjeotore] it is pnTchased from him for the 
new Empress, and ite departnre from the country rouses the in- 
dignation of the Briton. It was an outrage like tiie sale of Pitt's 
diamond ; this is the nv/ieU3 of sense in Gray's banter of the ignor- 
ant Philistinism of his countrymen. 

P. 113, n. 1, 1. II (" Law " College). Chesterfield wrote to M. 
Jumeanfrom Trinity Hall, ^ Aug., 1713: " Je trouve ce college, 
dans leqnel je snis, infiniment le meillenr de tonte t'nniversit^, car 
U est le pins petit, et U est rempli d'avooat«, qui ont 6t6 dans le 
monde, et qui eavent rirre. Nons n'avons qn'nn mimstre, qni est 
anssi le senl iTrogne do college." 

P. 125, n. 2, L 2, " bon^t," It would be more exact to say that 
he took on tlie remainder of her lease. He bought the house the 
year afterwards (1748) "by Act of Parliament, it belonging to 
minOTs" [of the name of Mortimer] ("Short Notes," Letters, Cun- 
ningtiam, I. IxxL). 

P. 156, L 7> This is an alluEdon to the projected "KCimoires" 
of Walpole. It confirms note 2, p. 179. GL p. 213, n. 2. 

P. 161, 1. 6. There is an error here. The translation of the 
Letten to Atticus was by Heberden's son, also William Heber- 
den, M.D. 

P. 171, n., after "flea." This was, according to Porster (" Lif e 
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gl Goldsmith," toL L, p. 341 n.), an error of Boewell, as far oa 
Snutrt U concerned. The comparison was between Bojne and 
Derrick. See Hill'a " BoeweU's Johnson," iv. 192, n. 2. 

P. Iffi, LettorLXXXIV., toWalpob. Fmster ("Life of Gold- 
smith," ToL i , p. 293 n, } is misled hy Mitf ord into aangning this 
letter to 1751. The date is fixed hj Walpole, "Short Notes" 
(Ctinnin^uun'a ed., Letters, vol. L, p. Ixxii), in which he expressly 
mentions the Epistle to Aahton, and the " Beauties " aa published 
in"X)odBlej'sMiscetlaD7"forl7«8. Cf. pp. 1S5, 166. 

P. 184, L 1 (Dr. King). I have little donbt that this is Br. 
WUliam King of the "Liras of the Poets" (n. from Dr. 6. B. 
HUl). Others most verii^ this; bnt thon^ this King died in 
1711^ it is quite poesible. Cf. p. 182, n. 7. 

P. 238, L 13, "mothec-in-law." Masmi means «fefMm>U«r. 

P. 240, D. 2. Goldsmitb is s^d to have died throngh doctorii^ 
himself with James's powder. 

P. 212, D. 1,1. 11, "Travels in the Two Sidlies." For this book 
of Swinborae's, Cowper in his Heclasion at Olnej was inquiring on 
Jonnary Stb, 1784, having beard about it from his friend Joseph 
Hill. 

P. 247, n. 3 ad^n. Cowper writes to Newton, May 10th, 1784, 
of his Ro^an Catholic friends the Throckmortons. " They have 
lately received many gross affronts from the people of this place 
[Olney] on acconnt of their religion. " 

P. 249, n. 5. Oatlanda belonged to Charles L, and to it he went 
from Hampton Coort after the afihir of Brentford in 1642, as Clar- 
endon relates ("Hist KebeU.," bk. vi.). 

P. 266, n. 1. It is possible that rival clnbs of physicians met 
at these inns. In 1731, April eth, "Johnson," writes Boswell, 
" carried me to dine at a clnb, which, at his desire, had been 
lately formed at the Qneen's Anns in S. Paul's Chnrchyard" 
(n. from Dr. G. B. Hill). 

P. 2M, n. 7. "In 'Roderick Random' (pub. 1748), ch. xit, 
tiiere is mention of the stage-coach from London to Newcastle " 
(n. from Dr. G. B. Hill). The "waggon" is described in tlie same 
chapter, and cert^nly Delaval never got into snch a vehicle and 
snch company from choice. He was making all the apeed he conld ; 
and the machine, whatever it was, was slow. 

P. 360,n.3adfin. Gibbon writes in his "Memtrfrs" with no 
sufficient indication of the exact date: "The ode which Voltuie 
composed on hia first arrival on the banks of the Lemau Lake, ' O 
maiaen d'Aristippe,' etc., had been imparted as a secret to tiie 
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gentleman bj whom I was introdnced. He allowed me to read it 
twice; I knew it by heart; and as my discretion was not equal to 
my memory, the anthor was soon displeased by the circulation of 
a copy." But if the dates are right, the " estate " was " Les D^ 
licee" (jnsb ontude Genera), which Voltaire occupied in 1735; 
Gibbon met Voltaire at bis residence at or near Lansanne in 1797 
or 1756; and if this poem had been translated into English as early 
as 1766, where was the need of secrecy? 

F. 262, 1. 13, " Waustead." Mason says that Philip Gray's ob- 
stinacy had led him to bnildacountry-houBeatWanstead, withont 
acqaunting either his wife or his son with the design (to which he 
knew they would be very averse) till it was executed. This bnild- 
ing, which he undertook late in life, was attended with very oon- 
dderable expense, which might almost be called so mnch money 
thrown away; sioce after bis death it was found necessary to sell 
&e boose for two thonsand pounds less than the original cost." 
Unless there were tvx> bouses at Wanstcad, Mason seenu to be 
mistaken. It is to be noted that a larger premium is paid for the 
country-house than for that in the city. The honse at Wanstead 
was therefore probably a good one. 

P. 2B3, 1. 14 (quotation). Said of a Perfect Character by John 
SbelEeld, Ihike of Buckinghamshire, in bis Bmbaj on Poetry : 

"There's nosnch thing in natore, and yon'lddraw 

A fonltlesB monster," etc. 

Johnson, in tbo "Lives," under Sheffield, says on this: "Scaliger 
in bis poems terms Virgil nn« labe motutruvi. Sheffield can 
scarcely be supposed to have read Scoliger's poetiy, and perhaps 
he fonnd the words in a quotation." 

P. 281, 1. 2 (Censors). Johnson mentions that Garth in 1702 
became one of the Censors of the college. Dodsley, in his "Lon- 
don," V, 191, says that "the four censors have by charter authority 
to correct and govern all physicians, or others that shall practioe 
within the jurisdiction, or to fine and imprison for offences as they 
shall see cause." 

P. 282, L 10 (the Devil's, etc.). There b a picture of the cavern 
known by this name in the " Gentleman's Magazine," 1764, p^ 672 
(n. from Dr. G. B. Hill). 

P. 284, 1. 7. "This is an expression in one of Pope's Letters, 
but I canuot give the reference" (Dr. G. B. Hill). 

P. 287, n. 2. " The moat silent man, the merest statue of a man 
that I have ever seen. I once dined in company with him, ■"■< 
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all he said dDring the whole time was no more than Richard. . . . 
Dr. Donglaa waa talking of Dr. Zachary Grey, and aacribing to 
him something that was written by Dr. Richard Grey. So to 
correct him Taylor said — here Johnson imitated his affected, sen- 
tentioos emphasis and noi—' Bie/utrd'" (Johnson; cf. Boewell, 
1778, aetat 69). 

P. 294 |n. continned from preceding page, after "intmde"). I 
have received from Prof. Kittredge of Harmrd the commnnication 
made by him to the New York "Nation " of Sep. 12, 1900. He 
cites from Nichols's " Illiistrations,'' vol. vi, p. SOS, a letter from 
the Sev. John Shtup, who was a fellow of Corpos, Cambridge, at 
the thne. It is dated Mar. 12, 1756, and has this: 

" Mr. Gray, oor elegant Poet, and delicate Fellow Commoner of 
Feter-hoQse, has just removed to Fembroke-haU, in resentment of 
some usage he met with at the former plsriw. The case is mnck 
talked of, and is this. He is much afrud of fire, and was a great 
sufferer in Comhill; he has ever since kept a ladder of ropes by 
him, soft as the siDcy cords by which Borneo ascended to his Jnliet, 
and has had an iron machine fixed to his bedroom window. The 
Other morning, Lord Percival and some Petrenchlans, going a hunt- ' 
ing, were determined to have a little sport before they set oat, and 
thoi^ht it would be no bad diversion to make Gray bolt, as they 
called it, so ordered their man Joe Diaper to roar oat fire. A 
delicate white night-cap is said to have appeared at the window: 
but finding the mistake, retired agfun to the conch. The yonng 
fellows, had he descended, were determined, they said, to have 
whipped the butterfly np again." 

Prof. Kittredge notes that Sharp's lett«c was written only six 
days after Gray's admisuon to Pembroke. It seems to confirm my 
doubts abont the current story in almost every particnlar. It ap- 
pears that the ringleader was, as the note snggests. Lord Perceval; 
and I should suppose, if Sharp B&ya "some Fetrenchians," not 
" some olA£T Petreuchians," that he was not a fellow -commoner of 
Peterhonse; bnt these subordinate details are of little significance. 

Sharp had some tastes in common with Gray, and was posdbly 
an acqu^tance of hie. Walpole writes to Gray from Arlington 
S', FehT IS, 1769; "Who and what sort of man is a Mr. Sharp 
of Benet t I have received a most obliging and genteel letter from 
him, with the very letter of Edward VI, which yon was so good as 
to send me." 

P. 300, n. 3 ad Jin. Bnt the meaning is that Hnrd stack to old 
fashions, and Forster says ("Life of Goldsmith," voL i., p. 191) 
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ADDENDA AND CORBIGEMDA. 805 

that Hogera uaed to quote this Baying as a good tridt of duTacter; 
What the "tops" were we may infer from GoldBiuith, "Enqnlry 
into the preaoDt state of Learning," c. x. (first printed in I7fiO)i 
" All the wit that ever adorned the boman mind will at prewnt 
no more shield the aathor'a poverty from ridicule, than hia high- 
topped glovee conceal the anavoidajile omisaioDB of his lanndress." 

P. 329, n. 1 ad Jin. Mnrphy calls Delap Rector of Lqwob; bnt 
I>r. G. B. HiU has ascertained that this is a mistake. 

P. 340, L 2, mtidai. Cf. Johnson to Mis. Thrale (letter 681 of 
G. B. Hill's edition); "Human happinefs is never perfect; there 
is always vne wtide affreiue [so Mrs. Thrale prints it], as Maiutenon 
compltdned, there is some craving void left along in the breast." 
Where Bill notes: " Madame de Maiutenon wrote to Madame de 
laMaisonfort: ' J'ai^t^ jenne et jolie: j'aigout^desplaiaira; I'ei 
m aim^ partoat Dans nn ftge plos avancd, j'ai yaeei dea ann^ea 
dans le commerce de I'esprit; je snis venae i. la fa.venr, et je vous 
proteste, ma ch^re fiUe, qne tons lee £tats laissent un vide affreux ' 
(Voltaire, 'Siiole de Louis XIV,' ch. 27)." 

P. 363, D. I, after "grammatlcaL" It is probable, however, that 
" thee " is a mistake of Mitford's for " the " (see errata here), and 
that the line originally ran : 

"Is this the end of all onr love and friendship T" 

P. 377, Addenda, voL i. , p. 9, L 16, hogan. I find (if tliat is any 
help) in Bntler's " Hodibras," Ft IIL, Canto 3, 1. 300: 



Vol. ii., p. 17, D. 3, at St. John's. An error, corrected in a snb- 
seqaent note. Whitehead was at Clare. 

P. 77, n. 6. The "Diet, of National Biography" certMnly sajrs 
that in 1751 Smart was confined for a short time in Bethlehem 
Hospital on what proved the first of two viidts to that inatitntion. 
His malady is said to have taken the form of praying, in accordance 
with a literal interpretation of the injunction, without ceasing 
(Piozziaaa; cf. "Gent Mag.," 1849, ii. 4). 

P. 89, n. 2. I am now inclined to donbt this. Gray's informant 
may be Stonehewer; for that be was at this time in a Government 
office is probable ; on the 18th of September (see p. 100) we find 
him going "to Portsmouth to receive a Morocco Embassador." 
Gray wonld be anxious not to compromise liim. 

P. 94, n., 1. fi, Burleigh. I ought to add thatD'Israell corrected 
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806 oiut's lettebs. 

this mistake in B Fostecript to the twelfth edition of tbe " Cnrio- 
dties." 

P. 125, D. 5. In fact Walpole tells ns that "Lord Bnte inter- 
poeed to have it prohibited. ... A composition was made that it 
ehonid not he printed." 

P. 158, n. 2. Ogden's pagnacity on this occasion confirms Cole's 
statement that he was "a great Epicure." See the amnsing ac- 
count of bim in Clark's "Life of Sedgwick," toL l, pp. 193, 194. 

P. 171, n. 1. Mitford (•' Life of Gray ") says that there is an 
etching by Don(^ty, from a drawing by Mason. 

P. 246, n. 3, 1. IS, on 1764. The date of the publication of the 
"Vicar"; bnt Forster considers the reference to the musical 
glasaet to be evidence that the tale was in hand 1761 and 1763 
("IdfBOfGotdBmitb,"voLL,pp. 417, 41Sn.). 
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BEEATA IN VOL. I. 

P. ix, D. 1, 1. 5,/or n5rmd2\5. 

P, xii, L 24, for two CBntnries reorf a. c«iltnry. 

P. zyii, L 3S, /or oq r«a<2 Eunong. 

P. 15, 1 11 and in d., for heaAi read probaitgYitAiiO. 

P. 23, n. 2, L 2,yor he read we. 

P. 3S, n., ad fin., for Character reoef Characteis. 

P. 62, n. 2, >»■ 1840 read 1740. 

Pp. 102, lOfi, traoBpoHe letters LV. iknd LVI. 

P. 102, last line, for ita read it is. 

P. 140, I 11, for AitiMophaaee read Ajnatopbaaea, 

P. 153, 1. 16, read inexorable (one word), 

P. 174, n. 3, last line, for Memoir read Memoirs. 

P. 184, /or Philip's read Philipa's. 

P. 188, D. 2, 1. 9, fall stop after Brentford. 

P. 206, n. 4arfj!n.,/orl756rearfl7e7. 

P. 208, 1. 24 (in n.), /or da reocf da. 

P. 210, L 14, dele and. 

„ L 16, insert and before they. 
P. 212, n. 5 ad fin., for 1752 read 1761. 
P. 215, n. 1, read scarcely be. 
P. 224, n. 3, /or 173 readn. 3. 

P. 240, 1 8, read I do not know; n, 2, 11. 3, 6, read Wahnsley. 
P. 246, n. 1 ad fin., dele on. 
F. 266, n. 1 ad fin., read BuBsey. 
P. Q81, n. 3, read first made his acqaaintance. 
P. 306, n. 1,/or Sommer read Sumner. 
P. 314, □. 3, for MaaOD read Mador. 

P. 317, 1. 7, alter comma after so at end of line t« a toll stop, and 
the fall stop after doctor, 1. 9, to a comma. 
P. 317, L 14 read Stonhewer. 
P. 338, n. 6 ad fin., for 1759 read 1769. 
P. 351, daU Sept. 7 ; ibid., I 21, Ar Mis read Miss, 
P, 363, 1. 4, for thee read probably the. 
P. 365, n. 2 urf/n., /or Wartonreod Wharton. 

„ n. 4, L 3,/or 1761 read 1762 (the error is Mitford's). 
P. 388, n. 6, after letter add to Mason. 
P. 373, fiiBl line of notea, for Nov. 22 read Nov. 12, 
P, 378, last line but two, for January read Jnne. 
P. 381, L 6, dele the late. 
P. 388, u. 2, 1. 2, for those dated read the edidons dated. 
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SOME OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON VOL. L 

"The editor of 'Grdyandbis Friends' does but fulfil a general 
expectation by appearing ae the editor of ' Gray's Letters,' and 
every anticipation of the most sangnine and the moat exacting is 
more than jnatified by this compact yet richly annotated volume, 
... It ie, of course, jxwsibla to Dory a good book under a todiooa 
eommentary, bat bneht, jndicione, and illuminative notes like 
Mr. Tav«7's enhance tbe cbann even of letters like Gray's as greatly 
as they facilitate their compreheuBion." — Dr. Gamett in 7%e 



" At last we have this final and authentic edition of the letters, 
edited by Mr. Tovey. In his able and most scholarly appendix to 
the first volume on the text of Mr. Wharton's letters, Mr. Tovey 
more than justifies the necessity for the present edition. Those 
who are interested in teitnal criticism will read it with peculiar 
pleasure. . . . The copious notes to the letters are proof, if any 
were needed, of the editor's close acquaintance with the times of 
Gray and bis correspondents, and of bis wide and careful scholar- 
Hbip."~PcUl Mall Gasielie. 

*' This edition wiU long bold the field with atudenta of Gray and 
the eighteenth century as the most aocuiate, the best informed, 
and the completeat of all editions of the ' Letters.' " — Speaker. 



_B printed and annotated after the most acbolarlv fashion. . . . 
The method is excellent, and excellently has Mr. Tovey carried it 
ont. The letters, with the notes, afford a vi\ id picture of the time, 
as well as an ingenions cine to Gray's leiding.— Spectator. 

"Mr. Tovey has studied the letters with infinite care. Heknows 
all about the people to whom they are addressed. He has studied 
them so closely tbat when be sita down to write in fonr-and -twenty 
pages an account of what manner of man Gray was, he gives you 
ia% the impression that would be derived from a study of the 
letters themselves, but gives it you more clearly and definitely 
than yon would get it for yonrBeli. . . . The notes witb which the 
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" It is prepared by Mr. Dnncan C. Tovey, whose book on Gr&jr 
&nd bis Friends is so favourably known, and whose knowledge of 
the Btudions singer of Stoke Pogis is made manifest npon every 
line of the rich commentary with which he has eqmpped the letters. 
The preface is an admirable characterisation of Gray aa a corre- 
spondent, and the present instalment of the work is so good that 
it will be accepted aa establishing this to be the beat edition of the 
Iett«i8 that a scholfirly reader conld coasalV'—Seotiman. 

"An addition to 'Bobn's Standard Library' more acceptable 
than ' The Letters of Thomas Gray ' cannot readily be conceived. 
This latest edition, which is under the care of the author of ' Gray 
and his Friends,' will inclnde the letters between Gray and Mason, 
and will be, it is not to be doubted, final and definite so fat as the 
present generation ia concerned." — Notes and QuerKS. 

"Mr. Tovey's edition, when finished, will be the first complete 
collection of the poet's epistolary remains. The notes are very in- 
teresting, and full of corions anecdotes and minute particnlare 
carefully culled from all available authorities. " — Standard. 

"His work 'Gray and his Friends,' and his edition of Gray's 
poems made clear his minute familiarity with Gray's circle and 
generation, and marked him out for the task of producing tbe 
scholarly and learned edition of the letters, the first volume of 
which he ha£ at lengtli issued." — Manchester Owardian. 

" We have here the first volume of a recension of Gray's corre- 

Tmdence, prepared by an editor who is already known as a acholar 
wide erudition, and, in particular, aa an elaborate authority on 
Gray and his times. . . . The book ia exceUentIv printed, and 
being published at a very moderat* price, should become invalu- 
able t« students, for it is marked by manv of the best qualities 
which distingui^ the elaborate school of editing. Mr. Tovey has, 
indeed, gone about his work in no half-hearted fashion, and the 
text of tjie lett«i8, as here presented to us, is probably the moat 
literally accurate Uiat we are ever likely to obtain." — Literature. 

" The knowledge displayed by the editor is so wide and accurate, 
and the manner so excellent, that tliis edition of Gray's letters 
ought to be the final and authoritative edition." — Pdot. 

"He is devoted to the study of Gray, and his edition of the 
letters can hardly fail to take ijs place as the standard, if not the 
final edition." — Oxford Magazine. 

" Mr. Tovey certainly shows a wonderfully recondite knowled^ 
of the literature and domestic history of the time, and there is 
almost no passage in Gray's letters which he leaves unexplained." 
— Glasgow Herald. 
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